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m = EDITOR'S NOTE BY RENE SCHWEITZER

The future of Q&A
submissions

Are repair questions still relevant?

or most of CTT’s 37-year tenure,

we've answered hobbyists’ submit-
ted questions in our pages. Now, how-
ever, we get fewer submissions to our
Questions & Answers department.

This makes me wonder whether it
has become old fashioned to email/
mail a repair question to a magazine.
There are endless ways to get instant
information online. Likely, someone
has already asked the same question
in a forum, on social media, or in a
video, and the answer is right there. If
you're in the middle of a project, you
may not want to wait.

Perhaps readers are no longer
interested in repairing products. It
may be less expensive to purchase a
used/replacement item instead of
searching for parts.

Newer equipment contains sophis-
ticated electronics, making it less
likely that you’ll attempt the repair.
Instead, you take it to a hobby shop or
mail it to the manufacturer. In some
cases, parts aren’t available, and the
repair can't be made.

I'd love to hear your thoughts. Our
Q&A column has always been popu-
lar with readers, at least according to

what they tell us on surveys, so I
would like to see it continue.

In case you have never sent a ques-
tion to CT'T, here are the guidelines
for submission to gsandas@classictoy
trains.com

One question per email, please. We
can’t provide information on how to
build/wire/scenic an entire layout.

We don’t give out our experts’
email addresses. We respect their time
and other responsibilities. We will for-
ward your email to them.

Please provide complete informa-
tion about the item you need help
with: manufacturer, product number,
and description and, if applicable, a
photograph.

Please be patient. It may take time
before we get an answer, or we may
have to do additional research. We are
also busy with other magazine tasks.

Enough said! I'll look forward to
hearing from you and learning more.

\'RML D) d.uuc;gu_

Rene Schweitzer, Editor
Feel free to send comments and questions to
editor@ClassicToyTrains.com
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m = YOUR LETTERS

Discovering another Marx passenger set

I have never limited my collecting
interests to just a single era, gauge, or
manufacturer. My openness to any toy
train that looks interesting led me to ac-
quire a boxed example of an uncataloged
Marx passenger set that Albert Woodward
had shed light on back in the July/August
2023 issue of Classic Toy Trains. The defin-
ing characteristic proved to be the Aldens
shipping label pasted on the set box. The
cool postage stamps enhance the postwar
feeling of my find. — Michael Salnick

Longtime collector Michael Salnick found
another example of an uncataloged Marx
New York Central passenger set neatly
packed in its original box. The O gauge set
was originally sold as a mail-order item by
Aldens for the holiday season of 1954.

More classics wanted

I enjoyed the diverse mix of articles in the
Summer 2024 issue of CTT, especially
now that only four issues are being pub-
lished per year. Still, I hope you plan to
broaden the coverage and include more of
the true classics from the prewar and post-
war eras. I particularly want to see articles
about what some of the lesser-known
manufacturers brought out. I have in mind
Colber, General Models, Junior Bridge,
and Unique Art, just to name a few firms.
Of course, you can always have more sto-
ries about American Flyer, Ives, and Marx,
too. — Nick Milburn

Another great way
The article by Stan Trzoniec in the Sum-
mer 2024 issue about ways to enjoy the
hobby without having a layout really
caught my attention. But I thought his list
of five ways was incomplete. Let me share
yet another great way to have some fun.
In 2019, my wife and I sold our house

and moved into a condo. I sold my post-
war Lionel collection and dismantled my
16 x 17-foot O gauge layout. I knew there
wasn't enough space in the condo for a
layout of any size. All I kept was my Lionel
paper collection and my books and maga-
zines about toy and model trains.

I love the history of toy trains, so I've
been researching the history of the hobby.

6 Classic Toy Trains = SPRING 2025

Not only the trains but also the companies
that manufactured the trains, their loca-
tions, and their production methods. Also
the development of the toy train magazine
industry from its beginnings in the middle
1920s to the present.

I would add to Stanss list a sixth way to
have fun in the hobby without a layout:
reading about and researching all phases
of our hobby. — David Osborn

Missing out long ago

Roger Carps article in the Fall 2024 issue
about missing out on a Lionel No. 151
Semaphore with a red blade brought to
mind what I missed out on long ago. I was
only five years old in 1957, when my par-
ents took me to Martin’s Hobbies in Read-
ing, Pa. Near the top of the wall display
was a Lionel No. 2296W Canadian Pacific
passenger set. It looked even better in per-
son than the color
illustration in the new
consumer catalog. I
dreamed of getting that
set for Christmas, but it
was too expensive for
our family budget. I
still cherish my memo-
ries of seeing that clas-
sic Lionel train brand
new on display in that long-forgotten
hobby shop. — Phil Smith
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MPC new and carryover parts
I enjoy Brendon Deatrich’s looks at the
Lionel trains made by Model Products
Corp. during the early 1970s, and his
article on the Penn Central rolling stock
in the Fall 2024 issue was no exception.
However, he didn’t identify which parts on
the Nos. 9201 and 9211 boxcars — specifi-
cally, frames and door guides —were left
over from the Lionel Corp. production.
The AAR “circle-L” trucks weren’t carry-
over parts. They came from a different
mold and used a different plastic than Lio-
nel had used in the 1960s. That’s because
MPC had introduced in 1970 new needle-
point axles and fast-angle wheels. Interest-
ingly, as a longtime Lionel dealer later told
me, MPC did not use that mold for long. It
became damaged and unusable, which led
MPC to replace it with the Symington-
Wayne trucks. — Robert Sylvan

PENN CENTRAL

The frame and door guides on this Lionel

I No. 9201 Penn Central boxcar from 1970s

might have been made by the Lionel Corp.
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SALE ITEMS!!

LIONEL ‘LIONCHIEF’ LOCOMOTIVES

LIONEL ‘TMCC’ DIESELS

LIONEL SCALE-SIZE BOXED SETS

9-42058 Lionel Blue Pub Table.... . 1922020 Nickel Plate Berkshire 2.0 Freight SET .. 579.95 14532 /24510 Pennsylvania Sharknose ABAs..... 595.00 31705 NYC Hudson Madison Passenger Set......1195.00
22000  Lionel ‘Double Crossmg Board Game... 2232130 Reading & Northern 4-6-2 Pacific LC2.0 . 549.95 14558 /65/24519 B&O F-3 ABBAs (Scale)......... 1095.00 31713 Southern Crescent 4-6-2 w/4 HW Pass. . 1495.00
32021 Lenny the Lion Plushy (by Gund) . 2332120 Santa Fe 2-8-0 Locomotive .269.95 14574 /86 Delaware & Hudson PA Alco ABA(TR) 695.00 51007  Union Pacific M10000 Passenger Set....... 595.00
3-18050 LionScale Continental Grain 3B Hopper ... 30.00 2334080 Norfolk Southern ET44ac LC2.0 .359.99 18135 New York Central F-3 ‘AA. ..395.00 52311 TCA Pennsylvania FM Diesel Freight........ 595.00
16767 NYC Ice Docks Ice Car... $25.00 2334090 Santa Fe FT Diesel ‘A . 244.95 18140 Milwaukee Road F-3 ‘AB’ ..395.00 52313 TCA Southern Pacific FM Diesel Frt. ........ 595.00
19439 Standard ‘O’ Flatcar w/SAFES ... ..25.00 2335230 Reading & Northern RDC Budd 2-Car Set .524.95 18149 U.P. Die-Cast Veranda Turbine ..995.00 2322020 W.M. Hagerstown HOTSHOT Freight Set.1199.95

19450 PWC Barrel Ramp Car ... 30.00

LIONEL CONVENTIONAL DIESELS

18160

/38115 New York Central FT ABA's.. ..395.00

2322030 PRR Cumberland Valley Steam WayFrt.1149.95

19451 PWC Wheel Car #6262 30.00 8054 /62 Burlington ‘Chrome’ F3 ABAs............. 495.00 18191  Western Pacific F-3 ‘AA .......... ..495.00 LIONEL ‘LEGACY’ DIESELS

19490 Libby’s Vat Car... 30.00 8150  Pennsylvania Green 5/S GG-1#4935....... 325.00 18245 /48 Pennsylvania PA Alco ABAs... ..495.00 34519 /20 New York Central Sharknose ABA's .... 750.00
19825 GM Generator Car ... . 40.00 8260  Southern Pacific Daylight F-3 ‘AA .395.00 18286  Union Pacific Dash9-44CW ‘Scale’.. ..325.00 34589 Milwaukee Road F-3 A-unit.. ..395.00
19878  PWC #3665 Helium Unl g Car. 25.00 8272 Pennsylvania (Gold) EP-5 w/case .325.00 18313 PRR Green Solid Stripe GG-1..... ..195.00 81218 Norfolk & Western H24-66 Ti ..495.00
19965 Big Pete’s Animated Aquarium Car.. 29.95 8360 /67 Long Island GP-20's (power/dummy) .. 195.00 18322 Lackawanna (Maroon Top) Trainmaster ... 395.00 81219 Santa Fe E8 ‘AA (Scale)

26214 USPS Stamps Boxcar............ 25.00 8370  /71/72 New York Central F-3 ABA's .395.00 18328 /34 New Haven MU Passenger 4-Car Set. 495.00 81222 Penn Central E8 ‘AA (Scale

29671 Smoke Pellet Display Car #2..... 24.95 8380  Lionel Lines SD-28 w/7 Matching Cars...... 395.00 18340 Fairbanks Morse Scale Trainmaster Pair... 595.00 81231 Erie E8 ‘AA’ (Scale) test-run

29791 Wizard of Oz 75th Anniversary Boxcar........ 24.95 8471 Pennsylvania NW-2 .125.00 18356 Penn Central Scale GG-1 (test-run) 1095.00 81600 PRR Weathered Sharknose ‘AA’. .. 799
36200 Hellgate Bridge Boxcar ......... 20.00 8580  /81/82 lllinois Central F-3 ABA's .495.00 18567 Pennsylvania GP-7 ..225.00 82119 Gulf,Mobile & Ohio S-2 Switcher #1007 .... 475.00
52114 NYC Flatcar w/Gleason Plggyback Trailers. 25.00 8687  /7404/6917 Jersey Central FM/bc/cab Set 295.00 24500 Denver & Rio Grande PAAlco ‘AA (Scale) 495.00 1933498 Alco Demonstrator FB-2 #1602B............ 275.00
52280 LOTS ‘More Precious than Gold’ Mint Car .. 40.00 8753  Pennsylvania Tuscan GG-1 .295.00 24507 Milwaukee Road PA Alco ‘AA’ (Scale)........ 650.00 1933538 Missouri Pacific FB-2 #345-B.................. 275.00

12.95
.12.95
.39.95

81871 Loggers Figure Pack....

83168 Iron Works Figure Pack .
83246  Shell Gas Billboard Art Boxcar..
83657 Miller's Beer Reefer Car ........... .40.00
84376 Angela Trotta Thomas Aquarium c .54.95
2028040 Pennsylvania Walking Brakeman Car...... 69.95

2028480 Angela Thomas Lionel 120th Ann Boxcar 44.95 18116  Erie Lackawanna PAAlco ‘AA’ w/RS .395.00 28540  Union Pacific SD40T-2 (Scale) 2433690 Reading & Northern SW-8 #802...
2038020 Rio Grande 150th Ann. Boxcar................. 49.95 18301 Southern FM w/hom...........ccc....... .195.00 28855 Chessie GP-30 (Scale) .. 395, 2433691 Reading & Northern SW-8 #803
2038160 Looney Tunes Picinic w/Porky Boxcar...... 34.95 18302 Great Northern EP-5 w/6 Cars (FF#3)....... 395.00 52347 LOTS Santa Fe Warbonnet SD-80 Mac ... 395.00 2433950 Reading & Northern GP-30 #2533
2038170 Looney Tunes Robin Hood Daffy b/c........ 34.95 18308 Pennsylvania Silver GG-1 .195.00 58600 Santa Fe Blue & Yellow Alco ‘AA .............. 395.00

2038080 Berlin Wall Boxcar . . .
2043290 Chicago & Northwestern NE-5 Caboose .. 39.95
2128110 Budweiser ‘This Buds for You' Reefer ...... 34.95
2128200 PRR Flatcar w/Girder Load ............ .

2135090 B.N. TMCC Ballast Tamper....

8762  Great Northern EP-5 -145.00
8850  Penn Central GG-1... .295.00
8952  Pennsylvania F-3 ‘AA (Green,5-stripe)...... 395.00
8970  Pennsylvania F-3 ‘AA (Tuscan,5-stripe).... 395.00
11734  Erie Alco ABA's w/6 Frts Cars (FF#6 Set).. 395.00
18303 Amtrak GG-1 250.00

18311  Disney EP-5 Electric w/horn. .175.00
18500 Milw. Road GP-9 w/6 Cars (FF#2) .495.00
18501 Western Maryland NW-2 w/6 Frt. Cars...... 350.00
18505 Nickel Plate GP7 Pair w/6 Cars (FF#6 Set) 395 00
18551 Susquehanna RS-3 w/case .. 75.00

24534
24544
24579
28244
28518
28539

/38 Erie-Lackwanna F-3 ABBA's (Scale) ... 895.00
147 New York Central FA-2 ABA's (LN)...... 595.01

/83 New York Central E7 ABAs ...
Norfolk & Western C-420 (Scal
PWC Pennsylvania EP-5.....
Batimore & Ohio S-2 (Scale)

LIONEL 21” PASSENGER CARS

2027280 AutoTrain Vista Vision Dome Car-.......... 175.00

2027630 Lionel 120th VistaVision Dome Car
2027690 Lionel 120th Vision Baggage Car-....
2027760 Lionel 120th StationSound Diner.

..190.00
.. 175.00
. 175.00

2033278 DRG Western F-7 ‘B’ #5652 (Scale).
2233092 EMD SD-45 #4352 -ON SALE..
2233281 Long Island C-Liner #2001
2322021 /22 Western Maryland FA-:
2333050 US Marines FA-2 ‘AA
2433040 Jersey Central NS-Heritage S

2433995 Lackawanna SW-8 #500 (@Steamtown) 494.95
2433996 Erie-Lackawanna SW-8 #362. .494.9
2433997  Erie-Lackawanna GP-0 #1261 .
2433998 Erie-Lackawanna SD-45 #3624
1070  Chessie ‘Royal Ltd’ Diesel Freigh
LIONEL BOX SET (NO T&T)

2138130 WWII Africa Campaign Boxcar . . 18552 Duluth Missible SD-18 w/case... .175.00 2127030 BNSF Wi-Fi Theater Car .......... .. 175.00 1071 Seaboard ‘Mid Atlantic’ GP-9 Frt. Set........
2135130 Southern Pacific TMCC Ballast Tamp 129.95 18823 CI&M SD-9 w/18556 Freight Car Pack...... 250.00 2227220 Rocket Train Rider Car ‘Hialeah” ..100.00 1160  Burlington ‘Great Lakes’ Diesel Freight......
2228280 USMC Missile Launching Car... . 18832 Pennsylvania RSD-4 w/horn... . 145.00 2127330 NYC Southemwestem Sound Diner....... 249.95 1260  N&W ‘Continental’ SD-24 Frt. Set....

2228290 US Amry Big Cannon Lauch Car
OLR901 Statue of Liberty (lighted)... .44.9
LIONEL ‘SCALE-SIZE’ CARS

82639 Milwaukee Road Milk Car ...........
84000 Detriot Edison Bathtub Gon. 4pk.
84020 P.P.&L. Bathtub Gondola 4pk....
84025 P.P.&L. Bathtub Gondola 2pk....
84033 BNSF Bathtub Gondola 2pk. ...
84128 TLDX Demo. PS-2 CD Hopper Ca
84918 or 19 David Cylindrial Hopper ea.

1926141 Santa Fe Bunk Car #196752.....
1926142 Santa Fe Bunk Car #196754.
1926161 Rio Grande Bunk Car #x2380
1926162 Rio Grande Bunk Car #x2384 ..
1926163 Rio Grande Bunk Car #x2387 ..
1926171 Union Pacific Bunk Car #906115

28223 BNSF SD-7OMAC ‘Scale-Size'.
LIONEL NON-POWERED UNITs
8059  PRR Green 5-Stripe F-3 B-unit .. 150.00
8164  PRR Green 5-Stripe F'3 B wihom £195.00
2133039 NYC SuperBass E-7 ‘B’ #4104 (Scale)... 299.95
2133049 PRR SuperBass E-7 ‘B’ #5900B (Scale) 299.95
2133089 NYC SuperBass E-7 ‘B’ #4102 (Scale)... 299.95
LIONEL ‘TMCC’ STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
11105  New York Central L2 Mohawk (Scale)....... 995.00
18043 C&O ‘Yellow Belly' Streamlined Hudson.... 550.00
18046 Wabash 4-6-4 Hudson w/Railsounds ........ 295.00
18053 Lionel Lines #726 Berkshire . .395.00
18057 Lionel Lines #671 Turbine . 395.00
18056 New York Central J1e Hudso .595.00
28066 Baltimore & Ohio 4-6-2 Pacific (Scale)....... 695.00
28067  Erie 4-6-2 Pacific (Scale) .595.00

250.00

2227370 CSX Business StationSound Diner

85230

LIONEL HEAVYWEIGHT CARS
Great Northern 18" Oriental Ltd. 2pk. #2... 199.95

1927110 Southern Pacific 18” Coach 2pk #1 ........ 299.95
1927252 Penn Central B60 Baggage Car #7551.. 109.95
1927510 Missouri Pacific Sunshine Spl. 2pk #1.... 239.95
1927520 Missouri Pacific Sunshine Spl Zpk #2....239.95

1927570 Defense Special 18" 2-pack B..
2027110 Santa Fe Shadowline 18’ 2-cars .

o 214.95
...214.95

2027470 Polar Express 18" Hobo Car- B\ack'Roof)139 95
2127200 Penn Central B60 Baggage Car #7705.. 109.95
2127210 Penn Central B60 Baggage car #7630... 109.95

2127270 PRR RPO Car ‘Fleet of Modernism'.
2127290 NYC 60’ Scale Baggage Car ...
2127490 GM&O 18" Passenger 2-| pack

LIONEL PASSENGER CAR/SETS

.144.95
...99.95
214,95

1450  Rio Grande F-3 Service Station (sealed)... 395.00
1451 Erie-Lackawanna SD40 Frt. (sealed)......... 3

1502 NYC ‘Yardchief 0-4-0 Freight (sealed
15652  B.N. SD-40 St ‘O’ Boxcar Set (sealed
1579  Milwaukee Road F-3 Freight SSS
1652  B&O GP-7 Freight Set...
1867  Milwaukee Road SD-18 Frt. (used) .
1971 Reading ‘Quaker City’ U36B Freight Set .. .295.00
1976  TCABicentennial U36B Passenger Set..... 19
11700  Conrail SD-40 Frt. Set ...
11704  Southern GP-9 Freight Set...
11705 Chessie SD-40 Hopper Set (sealed
11710  CP Rail SD-40 Freight Set
11713 Santa Fe Dash 8-40B Freight Set (sealed) 395.00
11718  Norfolk Southern ‘Triple Crown’ Set. ..395.00
11733 W.P. ‘Feather River’ Freight Set...

1926172 Union Pacific Bunk Car #906118 .55.00 28075 C&0 2-6-6-2 Mallet (Scale) .. .695.00 1766  B&O Budd 3-Car Set........ccccoceecc..cen. ..250.00 11738  Soo Line GP-38 Diesel Freight Set..

1926183 MOW Bunk Car #99837 . 28079 Chesapeake & Ohio 2-10-4 (Scale).. .895.00 7220  to 25 lllinois Central 15” Alum. 6-Cars....... 395.00 11744 NYC RS-3 Diesel Frt/Pass. Set...

1926492 U.P. Safety CA-4 Caboose . 28085 Norfolk & Western Y6B (Scale) .... 1095.00 9569  to 75,7208 PRR 15" Alum. 8-Cars.... ..695.00 11749 Western Maryland Diesel Hopper Set .

1926501 Bartlett Grain PS-2CD Cov.Hopper #5509.59.95 28099 JLC Union Pacific Grey Challenger .. .995.00 9576  to 80 Burlington 15” Alum. 5-Car Set......... 295.00 11918  Conrail GP-20 Merger Frt. Set.

1926502 Bartlett Grain PS-2CD Cov.Hopper #5510. 59.95 38026 Norfolk & Western J #606 (Scale) .... .995.00 9594 0 9598/7207 NYC 15” Alum. 6-Cars.......... 395.00 21753  Fire/Rescue Service Station Set..

1926540 Ely Thomas Skeleton Log Car 2pk. #1...... 75.00 38071  Southern Pacific (Scale) Cab-Forward......1195.00 15340 PRR 15" Aluminum 6-Car Set.. ..495.00 21758 Bethlehem Steel NW-2/Frt. SSS..

1926590 NY & PRR Skeleton Log Car 2pk.-SALE.. 75.00 38079  Southern Pacific (Scale) GS-2 #4410........ 995.00 18306 /10 Pennsylvania MU 4-Car Set .. ..395.00 21786 Santa Fe F3 ABBA's w/7 15” Alum. (|

1926981 Producers Grain PS-2CD Cov. Hopper ... 64.95 38083 Norfolk & Western Y3 2-8-8-2 (Scale)........ 895.00 18506 /12 Canadian National Budd 4- Car Set..... 395.00 21789 Norfolk Southern GP-9 Trailer Car Set

2026651 UP/Merchants 50' F/C w/20’ Trailers ........ 74.95 LIONEL CONVENTIONAL STEAM LOCOS 19109 Southern Pacific Madison Baggage ............ 95. 21952  Service Station 2000 C-420 Diesel Frt

2126530 MKT Tool Car #X3257 .. ..565.00 8006  ACL ‘Silver Shadow' Hudson w/case......... 295.00 19047 to 50 B&O Green 4-Car Baby Madion Set. 175 00 81023 CNJ ‘Yard Boss’ 0-4-0 Steam Freight..

2126651 MKT Bunk Car #X-2121 . ..565.00 8101 Chicago & Alton 4-6-4 Hudson w/5 Pass... 495.00 19096 Legends of Madison 2-Car Addons............ 175.00 81030 U.P.‘Gold Coast' 0-8-0 Steam Freight.

2126462 Missouri Pacific Beer Car #793015 69.95 8606  Boston & Albany 4-6-4 Hudson... .395.00 19100 to 06 Amtrak 15" Alum. 7-Car Set... . 395.! LIONEL CRANE CARS

2126482 Western Pacific Beer Car #67055 .. . 8615  Louisville & Nashville Berkshire wicase..... 495.00 19116 1o 20 Great Northen 15” Alum. 5-Car Set .. 395.00 16644 Amtrak (orange & gray) .

2126641 C&O Bunk Car #B575 .... 18000 PRR B6 Switcher w/Railsounds .350.00 19122 to 27 CA Zephyrs 15” Alum. 6-Car Set....... 4! 16653 Western Pacific ....... .

2126652 MKT Bunk Car #X-2122 . 18001 Rock Island 4-8-4 Northern w/whistle......... 295.00 19139 to 44 N&W 15" Alum. Smooth 6/Car: 19412 Frisco .

2126661 N&W Bunk Car #525502 18009 NYC Scale 4-8-2 Mohawk w/Railsounds.... 495.00 19140 N&W 15" Alum. Combo (smooth) 52008 TCA Erie Gray Bucyrus. X

2126662 N&W Bunk Car #525534 .... 18011  Chessie Scale T-1 w/Railsounds .450.00 19141 N&W 15" Alum. Diner (smooth) 19899  Pennsylvania Scale-Size TM! .

2126672 Western Pacific Bunk Car # . 18042 Boston & Albany 4-6-4 Hudson w/Snds..... 295.00 19143 N&W 15" Alum. Coach (smooth).. 19897 /29815 NYC w/Boom Car TMCC-Scal .

2226260 Great Western Railway Caboose ... 18090 Denver & Rio Grand Hudson w/RailSnds .. 195.00 19154  Atlantic Coast Lines 15" Alum. 4-Cars....... 29804 /17 U.P. w/Boom Car TMCC-Scale .594.95

2243020 CSX Rotary Bathtub Gondola 4pk.. 18684 LRRC 4-6-2 Pacific Steam Locomotive ..... 175.00 19165 Lionel Lines 15” Alum. 4-Car Set... MTH PREMIER PASSENGER CARS

2329130 Cowen’s Creamery Caboose w/Deck. POSTWAR REMAKE SETS 19180 Santa Fe ‘Surfiiner’ 15” Alum. 4-Car Set... 20-4003 Denver Rio Grande 70" Madison 5-Cars.... 325.00
LIONEL STANDARD ‘O’ CARS 21759  Canadian Pacific F3 Pass. Set (sealed).... 995.00 19194 Kansas City Southern 15” Alum. 4-Car Set. 495.00 20-4013 C&0 70’ Madison 5-Cars (new)... ..325.00

17105 Chessie ACF Centerflow Hopper #6.. . 31721 PRR GG-1‘Magestic’ Freight Set. .550.00 21766  Atlantic Coast Line 15” Alum. 2car Addon . 295 00 20-4015 Milwaukee Road 70’ Madison 5-Cars......... 395.00

17107  Sclair ACF Centerflow Hoppe . 31727 Rio Grande F-3 ‘AB’ Freight Sef .595.00 29105 /25420/23 PRR 18" Alum. 7-Car Set..... 95 00 20-4027 Boston & Maine 70" Madison 5-Car Set..... 395.00

17200 Canadian Pacific Boxca | 31739 Hudson 773 Freight Set #13150... .995.00 25608 Santa Fe ‘Super Chief 18" Alum. 4pacl 20-6018 Santa Fe ‘Blue Goose’ 60’ Alum. 4-Car ..... 650.00

17300 Canadian Pacific Reefer . 31742 25473 Santa Fe F3 ABA's Pass. Set (LN) 750.00 29191 /96/99 Milw. Hiawatha 18” Alum. 7-Cars.. 1595 00 20-6518/6618 Alaska 70’ SL 7-Car Set. ..795.00

17307 ,08,09,10 Tropicana Reefers - EACH . 38311 B&O0 RDC Budd 3-Car Set.... .299.95 38428 /35490/99 Alaska RDC Budd 3-Car Set..... 399.95 20-6551 Great Northern 70’ SL 5-Car Set . ..450.00

17500 Canadian Pacific Flatcar w/Logs ... 30.00 38313 B&O Budd 2-Car Power/Dum .250.00 39118  Texas Spec. 15" Alum StationSound Diner 195.00 20-6530/6630 Pennylvania 70' SL 7-Car S ..450.00

17522  St'O’ Flatcar w/Plymouth Prowler Car ........ 35.00 38324 New Haven F-3 Freight Set #2507w .495.00 39119  Southern 15" Alum. 4-Car Set. ..325.00 20-6560 /6660 Erie 70° SL 7-Car Set......... ..575.00

17600 New York Central St ‘O’ Caboose .. 25.00 38329 PCC #2261w Hudson Freight Set. .475.00 39141 Rock Island 15" Alum. 4-Car Set . 20-6587 /6687 Lackawanna 70’ SL 7-Car Sef ..500.00

17905 ADM St ‘O’ Unibody Tank Car.... | 38349 C&O GP-7 Freight Set #12885-500... .500.00 39154 PRR Congressional 15” Alum. 2-Car Addon 195.00 20-6634 Electro Motive Div. SL 2-Car Set . ..195.00

18556 C.|.&M. 3-Boxcar & Caboose Set . 75.00 82726 Green Alco Passenger Set .459.95 39169 Atlantic Coast Line 15” Alum. 4-Car Set.... 395.00 20-40020 Alaska 70’ Madison 5-Car Set ..495.00
LIONEL MOTORIZED UNITS TUBULAR TRACK R-T-R SETS 2227110 Long Island 72" Coach 2-pk #1. 20-65019 Milwaukee Road 70’ SL 5-Cars ..495.00

8264  Canadian Pacific Snow Plow. 1154 Reading ‘Yardking’ NW-2 Freight (LN)....... 150.00 227120  Long Island 72’ Coach 2-pk #2. .2 20-65058 Long Island Amfleet 4-Car Set ..495.00

8368  Alaska Vulcan Switcher. 1460  Grand National Chessie U36B (sealed) 295,00 LIONEL ACCESSORIES 20-65071 Milwaukee Road 70" SL 5-Cars.... 495,00

8379  Pennsylvania Fire Car ... 1587  B&O Capitol Ltd. Steam Pass. (sealed)..... 295.00 12915  #164 Operating Log Loader. A 20-66041 Milwaukee Road 70’ SL 2-Car Addons... 275.00

8578  New York Central Ballast Tamper ..

11006 Lenny the Lionel 4-4-2 Steam Freight........ 199.95

12916

#138 Water Tower............

20-66110 lllinois Central SL Coach/Diner 2pk....... 195.00

11988  NYC Firecar w/lnstruction Car -TMCC .. 11716  Lionelville Circus 4-4-0 Freight (sealed)..... 195.00 12929 Animated Rail Truck Loading Dock.. MTH RAILKING AUTO CARRIERS

18400 Santa Fe Rotary Snow Plow.. 11813  Crayola Crayons Set (sealed)... .125.00 12948 Bascule Bridge-Silver ...... 30-7012B Electro-Motive Divison w/'57 Chevys...... 44.95
18405 Santa Fe Burro Crane.... 11818  Chrysler Mopar Diesel Frt. Set . .195.00 14001 Conveyor Lumber Loader 30-7628 MTH Transport ‘52 Cadlliac & 49 Coupes. 49.95
18406 Track Maintenance Car . 11819  Georgia Power NW-2 Diesel Freig .295.00 14005 #456R Coal Ramp... 30-7638 MTH Transport ‘67 Ponitac & ‘70 Nova .... 49.95

18411  Canadian Pacific Fire Car.. 11841 Bloomingdale’s 4-4-2 Steam Frt. .295.00 14167  #213 Metal Liftbridge 30-7659 Santa Fe w/'52 Cadillac....................
18419  Lionelville Trolley ...... 11933  Dodge Motorsport Freight Set .. .175.00 14171 Pirate Ship Ride... 30-7666 MTH Transpfort ‘67 Camaro & Shelby..
18427  Pennsylvania Tie-Jector 11985 Quaker Oats 4-4-2 Steam Frt. Set. .249.95 22972 Bascule Bridge-Blacl 30-7674  Union Pacific w/Thunderbirds............
18430 New York Central Crew Cal 21796 New Jersey Medical Steam Freight Set..... 249.95 22999  Sound Dispatch Station 30-7676 MTH Transport ‘57 Chrysler & Mercury

18447 PWC #68 Executive Inspection Ca
18458 PWC #58 Rio Grande Snowplo
18463 Hot Rod Inspection Vehicle....

18466 Union Pacific Rotary SnowPlow
18474 PWC #41 Army Transport Corps. Uni
18485 New York Central Gang Car ..
18487 PWC #56 M&StL Unit w/TMCC .
18583 PWC AEC Switcher ..............
22637 Superstreets Quikrete Step Van
28413  Milwaukee Road SnowPlow ..
52107 On-Track Orange Picku
52108 On-Track Blue Step Van
2235020 First Avenue Rapid Transit Trolley..

52218 Monopoly Steam Frt. Set (sealed)............. 295.00
LIONEL ‘LIQUOR’ REEFER SERIES
9827  Cutty Shark Scotch Wiskey .. 5.00
9828  J&B Whiskey.............
9830  Johnny Walker Red Label.
9834  Southern Comfort..........
9836  Old Grand Dad Bourbon
9837  Wild Turkey Whiskey
9840  Fleischmann’s Gin
9843  Tanqueray Gin ..
9845  Bailey’s Irish Cream..
9844  Sambuca Romana
9847  Wolfschmidt Vodka

24115
32904
32910
32921
32999
37816

2129180 T-Rex Elevated Fuel Tank

2129220 Christmas Lighted Flagpole-SALE
2129230 Halloween Lighted Flagpole-SALE
2129250 Talking Passenger/Freight Station
2129330 Halloween Covered Bridge-SALE
2129340 Chevy's Lighted Flagpole .
2129350 Ford Lighted Flagpole

www.grzyboskitrains.com

ARC/AMC Log Loader.....
Hellgate Bridge (Green & Cream)
Coal Tipple

#97 Electric Coaling Station.....
Hellgate Bridge (Red & Cream)...
Rockville Bridge-SALE

GRZYBOSKI’S TRAINS CTT SPRING ISSUE 2025

30-7682 New York Central w/'49 Mercurys
30-76078 Pennsylvania w/State Police Car: 99.
LIONEL ST ‘O’ CAR BLOWOUT - $20 EA.
2043051/52/53/54 Milwaukee |-Beam Flatcar w/Wood .....
2043062/63/64/ Trailer Train |-Beam Flatcar w/Wood Load
2043081/82/83/84 Western Pacific |-Beam Flat w/Wood....
2043091/92/93/94 BNSF Bulkhead w/Log Load ................
2043101/02/03/04 Great Northern Bulkhead w/Log Load..
2043111/12//13 Norfolk Southern Bulkhead w/Log Load....
2043121/22/24 Trailer Train Bulkhead w/Log Load... .
2043143 or 2043144 Chessie Gondola w/Coil Covers..
2043151/52/53/54 MKT Gondolas w/Coil Covers .
2043162/63/64 Reading Gondolas w/Coil Covers.




== YOUR PHOTOS

Send your very best pictures of toy train subjects to CTT Photo Album, 18650 W.
Corporate Dr., Ste. 103, Brookfield, W1 53045. Be sure to include your name, address, and day-
time telephone number; a description of each image, including the gauge and make of the train;
and the name of the photographer or layout owner if he or she is someone other than you.

Digital photographs must be taken with the camera set at the largest-possible file size. Digi-
tal photos can be submitted on a disk or CD or emailed to photoalbum@ClassicToyTrains.com.
If you send us a photo and it is published, we will pay you $50 as long as we have not previ-
ously bought the photo.

For help on taking pictures, go to trains.com/ctt/magazine/contributor-guidelines. That will
lead you to a number of thoughtful tips on improving your photographic skills as well as assis-
tance with depth-of-field, lighting, and composition.

»> Daniel and William Sigmund’s O gauge layout

The Southern Pacific rules on the O gauge D&G RR, based thousands of miles east of
where Cab-Forwards like this one and 4-8-4 Daylights dominated throughout the middle
decades of the 20th century. This beautiful scene, skillfully created by Daniel Sigmund and
his grandfather William, impresses everyone who visits their 32 x 42-foot T-shaped layout
in Lancaster, Pa. The Lionel No. 2231191 Legacy engine and tender are pulling refrigerator
cars near the Sierra Nevada Mountains on the railroad, whose initials appropriately stand
for Daniel and Grand Pops. We look forward to showcasing their layout in a future issue.

V David Pearsall’s O gauge layout

All it takes is one look at the neatly composed photo submitted by David Pearsall and taken
by his wife, Anita, and you know where he has set his O gauge layout. The landscape sur-
rounding the two-track main line could be lllinois, Virginia, or Idaho, but the train leaves no
doubt we're in Texas! Not only did David put on the point an MTH No. 30-20415-1 SD70ACe
decked out in the Missouri-Kansas-Texas heritage scheme of the Union Pacific but he also
coupled behind it two boxcars decorated for baseball teams in the Lone Star State. A resi-
dent of League City, David lets his 14 x 40-foot railroad express his pride in living in Texas.




_

ill Spaulding’s Standard gauge layout
Dedicated O gauge modeler Bill Spaulding faced a dilemma a few years ago, after he and his wife, Judy, moved from Washington State to
Arizona. He had finished a magnificent O gauge layout that they knew could not be brought south with them. But Bill, being the resource-
ful and inquisitive fellow he is, decided the time was ideal once they settled in Tucson to explore a new and unfamiliar niche in the hobby.
He got down to work on a 12 x 18-foot Standard gauge display he named the Cascade & Oracle Ry., which will be spotlighted in a future
issue. As you can see, Bill runs original pieces from the prewar era and contemporary reissues of classic locomotives and rolling stock.
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V David Baule’s S gauge layout

Every time S gauge enthusiast David Baule contacts Classic Toy Trains, we wonder whether he wants to talk about a layout we've featured
in the past or one he's finishing and hopes to showcase in our pages in the future. This terrific shot from his camera captures a scene on
his latest and greatest American Flyer display, one you'll be learning more about very soon. And even though Dave's roster in Cedarburg,
Wis., boasts plenty of contemporary S gauge models, he has highlighted postwar classics from the A.C. Gilbert Co. in this photo. A No.
326 4-6-4 Hudson leads a train consisting of Nos. 951, 952, and 953 American Flyer Lines heavyweight cars from the middle 1950s.

» Douglas Spitler’s O
gauge layout

Not a bit of snow or ice remains
on the streets and sidewalks in
the city at the heart of Douglas
Spitler's O gauge layout. It's still
cold on this morning in early
February, just as it tends to be
in his hometown of Greensburg,
Ind., during the final weeks of
winter. Maybe the brisk winds
explain why hardly anyone has
ventured outdoors to check out
the new and used automobiles
to buy or lease at Krazy Ken's on
the main square. Local citizens
are also missing out on a rare op-
portunity to admire one of the last
steam engines to pass through.
Before they know it, diesels will
take over and locomotives like
this one will be scrapped.

& S 1l
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Everyone lounging on the beach at the edge of George Petrakis’ O gauge display knows time passes
quickly after lunch because there's so much to see and do each afternoon. The sun is high over-
head, inspiring some folks to grab their canoes or rafts and head for the cool water. Many others are
content to sit on blankets and watch the parade of locomotives racing past with long trains. George
makes sure his tiny figures and full-size visitors are duly entertained by the colorful freights that he
operates on his 16 x 24-foot three-rail layout in Cold Spring Harbor, N.Y.

<0Joe Centanni’s O gauge layout

Spring means many things to Joe Centanni. A new
baseball season begins, and he'll be rooting for
his beloved New York Yankees. Wineries near his
home in Moorestown, N.J,, will be cultivating the
vines that, as shown here, will soon be weighed
down with red and purple grapes. And there will
be more opportunities to enjoy his O gauge rail-
road and shoot pictures such as this one, featur-
ing a modern-era Santa Fe passenger outfit from
Lionel as well as postwar rolling stock like the Lio-
nel Southern Pacific-type caboose about to duck
into a long tunnel in the distance. One guess as to
which season of the year Joe and his wife, Peggy,
pick as their favorite. This is another terrific layout
we'll be presenting in detail in a future issue.

Trains.com 11




mm NEWS & REVIEWS

MTH DCS Wi-Fi Interface Unit

UPDATED DIGITAL COMMAND SYSTEM COMBINES TWO MODULES

TH’s WTIU has
arrived, and the
Digital Com-
mand System
offers Proto-Sound 2.0 and 3.0
operators access to full func-
tionality of their locomotives.

Inside the box, this unit is
packed with a quick start
guide, antenna, and power
adaptor. The power adaptor
was a pleasant surprise,
because one wasn’t included
with TIU units. The guide
offers basic information on
connecting your WTIU to
your home Wi-Fi or setting it
up with its own network.

If you need more support,
you'll need to download the
PDF manual from the MTH
website. Please note that most
of the manual provides infor-
mation on using the app, but
doesn’t explain the wiring
setup or give more support.

This product combines
MTH’s previous TIU and
WIU module into a single
unit. The unit itself is similar
to the previous rendition of
the TIU. They look almost
identical. When you plug in

12 Classic Toy Trains - SPRING 2025

the WTIU, you’ll see the main
differences: indicator lights for
every plug and track connec-
tion. The WTIU offers plugs
for power, ethernet, USB, and
ATU. There are two variable
track inputs/outputs and two
fixed inputs/outputs.

First, I took my WTIU out
of my layout room and
plugged it into an outlet close
to my home’s Wi-Fi router. I
made sure the unit’s Wi-Fi
switch indicated “home”
before pressing my router’s
WPS button and then the
WPS button on the WTIU.
The WTIU’s Wi-Fi light
quickly switched to blue, indi-
cating a connection.

I used my smartphone to
open the MTH DCS app and
connect to the new system. As
with any new Wi-Fi-enabled
device, I needed a firmware
update. The app walks you
through the process.

A point to highlight: the
app states to first switch your
WTIU’s Wi-Fi back to “MTH”
and then begin the process.
You are warned not to inter-
rupt the firmware update so

MTH DCS WI-FI TRACK INTERFACE UNIT (WTIU)
Features: Built-in Wi-Fi, four-channel output with fixed- and
variable-voltage ports, four-channel AC or DC power input ports

MRSP: $399.95
Website: mthtrains.com

your unit doesn’t end up in an
“unrecoverable state” The
only indication the update has
been completed is that the
lights illuminate correctly. The
app will not tell you when the
process is fully complete.

I replaced my previous
Proto-Sound 2.0-era TIU with
the WTIU on my power panel.
I used zip ties to mount the
unit vertically on plywood.
Given the similarities between
this unit and its predecessors,
there was no need to re-route
any track power and ground
wires. Once I had plugged in
the track power and ground
wires, I turned on my surge
protector, which powers the
Lionel type-ZW transformer
and MTH No. Z-4000 trans-
formers that power my O
gauge layout.

The track power indicator
lights pulsed white while the
WPS light flashed quickly.
After about 80 seconds, the
unit clicked, the Wi-Fi indica-
tor light turned blue, and the
four track lights switched to
green. After another 20 sec-
onds, the two fixed track lights
turned purple. This entire
process took less than two
minutes for the unit to start
up, connect to Wi-Fi, and
send a signal to the track.

My layout is wired with
separate track power switches,
which were in the off position
until the WTIU was booted
up. Otherwise, the engines
would start up in conventional

mode due to lack of signal.

As I point out on my You-
Tube channel, Chris’s Trains &
Things, my layout is not wired
for optimal DCS operation.
When I built it I was running
only Lionel locomotives with
the Legacy command-control
system. The Legacy’s signal
uses radio signals while the
DCS signal is sent through the
track. The WTIU upgrade has
provided a more reliable signal
compared to my previous
Proto-Sound 2.0 TIU.

One downside of the
WTIU is its lack of wireless
handheld remote connectivity.
The DCS remotes can be used
only with the new unit by con-
necting them with a cord.
MTH states you'll need a spe-
cial cable not yet available to
use the remote. Also, users
can’t import their rosters using
the remote. Setup must be
done in the app.

As of late 2024, the Proto-
Cast feature wasn’t function-
ing. The WTIU lacks the
audio jack ports present on
old TIUs. According to MTH,
this function will return in a
future upgrade to the app
sometime in 2025.

Opverall, I was pleased with
the speed at which I could set
up the new WTIU and its
improved signal over my old
TIU. There are a few issues,
but as with any new product
firmware updates can be made
to address them in the future.
- Chris Montagna

» Get more O gauge action on the Chris’s Trains & Things channel on YouTube.



Menards Grandma's
House

A STRUCTURE FOR NEARLY ANY
O GAUGE SETTING

any of us have
memories of visits
to a grandparent’s
house when we
were kids. Menards is offering

Great graphics: Lionel

continues to catalog the popular
No. 2228020 boxcar with Angela
Trotta Thomas graphics of a GG1
locomotive. The model operates
on 0-27 minimum curves. Price:
$99.99. Website: lionelstore.com

a way to recapture those warm
memories in O gauge with the
release of its No. 275-9376
Grandma’s House.

This prebuilt structure is a

two-level single-family home
measuring 8%" wide x 8%"
deep x 6%" high. Its windows
are recessed and include win-
dow treatments (curtains),
plus a chimney and what
looks like terra-cotta roofing.
Exterior details are plenti-
ful! Two children occupy a
swing on the front porch
(the only area with light-
ing). Grandma has just
come out of the
front door, hold-
ing an apple pie.
In front of the house
are Jack the German Shep-
herd and a kneeling man.
Under the tree in the front
yard is a 1:48 scale motorcy-
cle. Three round shrubs are in
front of the house, and four
shrubs flank the backyard.
Perhaps Grandpa plans to
wash the windows after park-
ing his bike, because there’s a
ladder resting on one side of
the house.
Accessory lighting requires
a separate Menards 4.5-volt
power supply (Nos. 279-
4061/4361, 4060/4362, or

MENARDS
GRANDMA'S
HOUSE (NO. 275-
9376)

Price: $69.99

Website: menards.com/
trains

4050). Connect it through a
single plug over the tabletop
or from beneath the station
through a hole underneath
the base.

Want to try something
fun? See if you can conceal a
small smoke unit near this
structure and add apple har-
vest smoke. Or try adding the
smoke to whichever locomo-
tive you're running. Either
way, you'll be able to smell
Grandmas apple pie fresh
from the oven!

Grandma’s House is a ter-
rific residential structure use-
ful for anyone modeling a
small or medium-size town. It
can also stand alone as a
farmhouse in a rural setting.
- Rene Schweitzer

Power boost: Menards has a 10" straight piece of tubular
track with a power lockon (No. 275-9385 shown). The track requires

an 18-volt lockon power supply (No. 275-9384) or any 18-volt power
supply included with a Menards train set. Price: $9.99. Menards also
offers an 18-volt O gauge track power supply (No. 275-9384). The
power supply, which is rated 18 volts/5 amps and has a 56"-long
cord, works with the Menards tubular track lockon. Price: $29.99.
Order from menards.com/trains
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Blast off: Trainworld, 751 McDonald Ave,,
Brooklyn, NY 11218, offers two numbers of an
MTH O gauge modern tank car celebrating
Aerospace Engineering (Ben'’s Trains Nos. 30-
73639 and 70-73640). Expected delivery in the
first quarter of 2025. Website: trainworld.com

Fall foilage: BPH Enterprises, 4 Palmer Dr, Barrie, Ont. LAM 6V9 Canada, is market-
ing SceniKing Autumn Treeline photo backdrops. The backdrops measure 16'2" x 72" and
are available in O or S scale. Other patterns are available on the BPH Enterprises website.

Price: $49.95 plus shipping to U.S. addresses. Website: sceniking.com

Photo delights: project Roar Publishing
has released Lights, Camera, Lionel Trains! A Photo
History of an American Icon. This hardcover book
by Classic Toy Trains Senior Editor Roger Carp
presents 100 stunning photo essays that reveal
how Lionel electric trains became an American
cultural and social icon during the 20th century.
The 224-page book measures 8%2" x 11" and con-
tains more than 220 photos and images. Price:
$49.95. Website: projectroar.com

Navy Ace: Trainworld, 751 McDonald Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11218, has a custom-run
Lionel Legacy SD70ACe road diesel locomotive (No. 2533931). The engine features
Bluetooth control, a fan-drive smoke unit, and O-36 operation. Estimated delivery in the
third quarter of 2025. Website: trainworld.com

New Lionel catalog: The Lionel 2025
Volume 1 catalog was recently published on the

manufacturer's website. Highlights include Lionel Colorful car: The Lionel Collectors Club of
romh Lines Vision Hudson prewar sets, VisionLine America is selling a custom-run Lionel operating
LIONEL Commodore Vanderbilt locomotives, a 20th boxcar. The 10%"-long freight car features 0-27
Century Limited set, a 125th anniversary Lighted operation and is decorated in The Texas Special
Station Platform, and much more. View the cata- livery. Price: $89 plus $16 shipping. Order from
log at lionel.com. lionelcollectors.org or by calling 815-223-0115.
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m Trainz buys display system
manufacturer

Trainz has purchased the existing
inventory and rights to manufacture the
aluminum train display shelving from
Glenn Snyder Display Systems. GSDS are
self-contained extruded aluminum display
shelves available in a combination HO/S
gauge, O gauge, or combination O/Stan-
dard gauge/gauge-1 sizes. Learn more at
trainz.com.

m Trainz purchases two parts
companies

Trainz has acquired the inventory of
screws, bolts, springs, rivets, and fasten-
ers from L&L Model Train Restoration Co.
This enormous variety of toy train parts
was established by the late Ted Nyerges
before being purchased by Len Carparelli.
Under both owners, Ted Nyerges Bolt &
Screw Co. offered a line of fasteners for
postwar Lionel trains.

Trainz has also purchased from Ron
Stanczyk the existing American Flyer
reproduction parts inventory originally
manufactured by Rick and Vi Stillmank.
See their inventory at trainz.com.

® In memoriam

David Shaw, the friendly and knowledge-
able man behind the counter and in the
management chair of The Train Station

in Mountain Lakes, N.J, died in August of
2024 at the age of 61. As owner and presi-
dent of the business since 1986, he had
overseen every aspect of its operation,
notably sales and repair. But in fact, David
had been a constant presence there since
his father, Donald Shaw, had established it
back in 1974, Besides the family business,
David volunteered in various civic and
community organizations and devoted
himself to his family, especially his three
grandchildren. We extend our condolenc-
es to his wife, Sue, and their four children,
along with his father and siblings.

m LCCA sets dates for 2025 con-
vention

The Lionel Collectors Club of America
(LCCA) will soon be celebrating its 55th

Event donates funds to
Choo Choo Barn Foundation

Every autumn, a group
of toy train hobbyists
hosts an event at the
show coordinated by the
Eastern Division of the
Train Collectors Associa-
tion in York, Pa. The event
enables guests to hear
from members of the
hobby that have a strong
social media presence. In
October of 2024, Classic
Toy Trains Contributing
Editor Chris Montagna
served as emcee.

Chris worked with Joe Grzyboski, owner of Grzyboski's Train Store in Moosic, Pa, to
make T-shirts for the event to be sold to raise money that would in turn be donated to
a group promoting the toy train hobby. Chris had been asked by Gary Russell, owner of
the Choo Choo Barn in Strasburg, Pa, to help develop a toy train curriculum for after-
school clubs through his non-profit foundation. Gary contacted Joe and his wife, Karen,
and, after speaking with Gary, they agreed to donate funds earned through the sale of
the T-shirts to the Choo Choo Barn Foundation.

anniversary at the organization's annual
convention set for July 21-26 in Scran-
ton, Pa. Details will be available on
LionelCollectors.org and the February
issue of the club’'s member magazine,
The Lion Roars. Non-members can join
the LCCA on the club's website.

m Firecrown purchases Enter-
TRAINment Junction
Firecrown Media Inc., which publishes
Classic Toy Trains as part of its Freight-
Waves media group, has acquired
the railroad assets from EnterTRAIN
Junction, formerly housed in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. Firecrown plans to relocate
the exhibits to its base in Chattanooga,
Tenn, as part of an ambitious new
transportation museum.
EnterTRAINment Junction has long
been a cherished landmark, renowned
for its extraordinary scale and intricate
design. Spanning 80,000 square feet,
it housed the world's largest indoor

model train display; one G-scale layout
exceeded 25,000 square feet.

Craig Fuller, CEO and founder of
Firecrown, sees this acquisition as a
perfect fit for the company’s vision. “The
Chattanooga Choo Choo is a world-fa-
mous train town," he states, “so we think
EnterTRAINment Junction fits perfectly in
the Chattanooga story but also preserves
the legacy built in Cincinnati’’

The new museum, tentatively named
“The Motion Museum,’ aims to be more
than just a relocation of EnterTRAINment
Junction’s exhibits. Firecrown's plans
include expanding the scope to encom-
pass all forms of transportation, including
aviation, trucking, and maritime vessels.

Firecrown's acquisition includes the
25,000-square-foot layout, the Thomas
Museum, and the Thomas Outdoor Train,
among other assets. Fuller and his team
aim to have the new transportation mu-
seum and indoor theme park operational
by the end of 2025 or the start of 2026.

Trains.com

15



TRAINS

Buy, Sell, Consign!
Get in the Action!

www.bodnarsauction.com
Online Auctions!

Member of the TCA
Collecting for over 50 years!

N,
We Understand \’\
Your Collection! SOLD!

BODNARS AUCTION
1-866-349-7378

You dream it. i We build it.

www.trainlayouts.com ¢ 973-366-5788

We specialize in:
« Complex Multi-Level Track Plans  « Operating Accessories
* TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems e Yards and Switching
 Multi-Train Operation  Highly Detailed Scenery

O East Coast Enterprises * Roman Electric
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~IRAINSHOW.LOM
The best place to find Great
Train Shows in America

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show
|

Great American Train Shows
Quality Train Shows from coast to coast

Great Midwest Train Show
The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971

SCHEDULE:

Feb 2 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Feb 8-9 Indianapolis, IN - Indiana State Fairground
Feb 8-9 Wilmington, DE - The Chase Center

CANCELED
Feb 15-16 Cleveland, OH - |-X Center

Feb 15-16 Costa Mesa, CA - OC Fair & Events Ctr.*
Feb 22-23 Sacramento, CA - Cal Expo*

NEWS & REVIEWS

* Giant combined show featuring the World’s Greatest
Hobby on Tour Show. Showcasing Model Railroading’s

leading Manufacturers and Layouts|
Mar 8-9 Ventura, CA - Ventura County Fairgrounds
Mar 2 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds

Mar 15-16 Rochester, NY - The Dome Arena

Mar 22-23 Des Moines, IA - lowa Events Center

Mar 22-23 Wilmington, MA - Shriner’s Auditorium

Mar 29-30 East Moline, IL - Bend Xpo

Mar 29-30 Edison, NJ - New Jersey Expo Center

Apr 6 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
May 4 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds
Jun 1 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fairgrounds

Information & Discount Tickets:

TRAINSHOW.COM
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Archive trea-
sures: Bob Osterhoff,
1622 Garden Valley

Dr, Wildwood, MO
63038, sells the Lionel
Linex Stereo Camera
Memorabilia DVD, which
includes documents re-
lated to the development
and marketing by the
Lionel Corp. of the Linex
stereo camera in 1953-54.
The DVD can be viewed
on Windows and Apple-
based computers. Price:
$20 plus $5 shipping.
Website: trainpaper.com

Steam tribute: Trainworld, 751 McDonald Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11218, is selling an
MTH RailKing O gauge Imperial P47 4-6-2 Pacific steam engine with ProtoSound 3.0.
Cab nos. 1961 and 1963 pay tribute to President John F. Kennedy; cab Nos. 1981 and 1985
pay tribute to President Ronald Reagan. Expected delivery in the second quarter of 2025.

Website: trainworld.com

New Atlas catalog: The Atlas Winter 2025
catalog was recently published on the manufactur-
er's website. Highlights include a U30C diesel loco-
motive, a hot metal car, new GP40 paint schemes,
and an upgraded Dash 8-40CW with Proto-Sound

3.0. View the catalog at shop.atlasrr.com

Want to submit? send complete ordering

information and a high-resolution photo to editor@

classictoytrains.com

Find more

reviews online:

» Lionel Legacy A5-class
0-4-0

» Menards Plug & Play
lighting system

» Lionel Thomas & Friends
Battery Operated Train
Set

» Lights, Camera, Lionel
Trains! Book by CTT's
Roger Carp

» MTH WTIU unboxing and
demo

» Lionel Legacy F19 Pacific
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bringing back the %@%&ﬁ%ﬂ

popular Colorado | =3 ’ e
Railroads special

issue, which sold
out its first printing.
Colorado railroads
are fascinating

for their grades,
curves, tunnels,
bridges, and
legendary routes
across soaring mountain peaks. Included are 13
feature stories ranging from the history of railroad-
ing in the Rockies to present-day main line and
heritage railroad operations.

Colorado Railroads is fully updated through-
out, plus it includes three articles that have been
substantially revised to reflect extensive changes:
Denver Union Station, Durango & Silverton, and
Pikes Peak Cog Railway. Price: $9.95.

Relive the glory days — and fall — of the
Southern Pacific's "Golden Empire" in this
100-page special issue. We'll examine

the SP's passenger operations, steam
locomotives, infrastructure, and more in
11 feature stories. We'll also map the fate
of its routes after the road's 1996 merger
into rival Union Pacific. Price: $12.99

2025 NASG
CONVENTION
DATES

The National Association of S
Gaugers (NASG) announces its
2025 convention, The Shoreline
Special, August 6-10, 2025 at

the Holiday Inn, Norwich, Conn.
Registration fee is $75 for mem-
bers and $90 for non-members
(includes 6-month NASG mem-
bership).

Activities include an "ice
breaker" party on Wednesday
evening, a tour of Mystic Seaport
and downtown Mystic on
Wednesday, and a tour includ-
ing the Essex Steam Train and
Shoreline Trolley Museum on
Thursday. How-to clinics are
scheduled throughout the event.
For more information and to
register, visit nasg.org

First off, I want to apologize for how long
it took to bring the forums back live. We
attempted to migrate the existing forums
to a new version of the old software and
realized after doing so that it was a disas-
ter; instead, we moved to a far more mod-
ern platform that is in the cloud.

This platform is far more stable, and we are investing in
making it a rich and engaging experience.

Unlike the old forums, the new platform has a modern
architecture and is built in the cloud. We migrated the con-
tent from the legacy platform to the new one and addressed
many technical issues that frustrated users in the old sys-
tem.

You can upload large pictures and even video links.

We are also developing many new features that will be
implemented in the coming weeks that should make the
Trains.com forum experience far more positive.

We hope you will encourage your friends and colleagues
across the railroad community to rejoin or join the new
Trains.com forums.

The Trains.com forums are back!

You can find the new forums at forum.trains.com or use

this link: https://forum.trains.com/invites/gfLtvgCému.

Please share your ideas on what we can do to grow the

community. You can find me in the Trains.com forum as
“FreightAlley” See you there!

Craig Fuller
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KA The railroads of New England during the steam-to-
diesel transition era come to life on the 10 x 16-foot O
gauge layout Brian Inch recently completed with help
from his son, Riley. A resident of the region, Brian ably
replicates landscapes and communities to capture the
essence of Maine, Vermont, and their neighbors.

MAINE CENTRAL

—
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BRINGING IT

FINALLY, THERE WAS TIME
TO BUILD MY LAYOUT

STORY AND PHOTOS BY BRIAN INCH

ou've all heard the tale of the
shoemaker who was so busy
filling orders his own children
ended up walking around
barefoot. Well, my story resembles that in
a curious way. Not that I make shoes and
boots; my specialty is O gauge model rail-
roads, including a few that have been fea-
tured in Classic Toy Trains.

For the past 10 years, I've traveled
around the U.S. constructing and main-
taining layouts for people who are too
busy to design and build them on their
own. The good news is that I've had plenty
of business; the bad news is that I've had
so much business there hasn’t been time to
develop a display for myself. Until now. So
I'm thrilled to be able to show you what
my son, Riley, and I have accomplished.

SOME BACKGROUND
My love of trains, full-size ones as well as
models, dates from the 1970s when I was
riding trains while growing up in New
York City and then Boston. By the time I
received my first Lionel outfit, I deserved
to be called a “train nut!” My interest grew
only stronger after my father gave me the
Lionel locomotives and cars he had played
with as a kid after World War II. That
event proved to be a game changer for me.
Before long, my father and I started
talking about using the tubular track and
his Lionel type-ZW transformer on a lay-
out. We planned it out, and Dad helped
me handle every phase of construction.

Trains.com 19



Trains were still big back then, so my
friends couldn’t wait to come over, dash
down to the basement, and run the diesels
and motorized units. As the old Bryan
Adams song might have put it, “Those
were [some of] the best days of my life!”

I worked on improving the layout and
was never afraid to try out new skills,
whether building grades or enhancing
scenery. My efforts must have been good
because a few friends and neighbors asked
me to construct layouts for them.

One of my favorite projects from when
I was a teenager was the first large O gauge
layout someone requested. An older man,
who had fought in World War I and World
War II, wanted a model railroad but was
not physically able to build it himself. I
spent a winter finishing his dream layout,
something that enabled me to learn so
much. I'm grateful to him for letting me
make his dream come true.

GONE AND BACK

As football, hockey, baseball, cars, and
girls came into my life during my years in
high school, I temporarily put on hold
everything that was railroad oriented.
Then I headed off to college in upstate
New York to prepare to become an art
teacher. About all I could do to get my fill

i

E The forests of Maine provide timber for lumber

Ll Sy

of trains was shoot pictures along main
lines in New England. Living in Boston, I
was thrilled to discover the old Boston &
Maine right-of-way ran behind my house.

I got back into trains while earning a
master’s degree in art at Salem State Uni-
versity in Massachusetts. Not far from
campus was North East Trains, a store spe-
cializing in O gauge. I gained an education
in the current hobby
by running Lionel
and MTH locomo-
tives and learning
about their new
sound systems and
other special effects.

I was hooked
again, and the tim-
ing was perfect
because Riley, then
a newborn, pro-
vided the ideal
excuse to buy some
trains to surround
his crib for the next couple years until we
could run them together. Sometime
around 2008, our small family moved to
Maine, and I built a model railroad in our
large basement. By then Riley was old
enough to help me operate all my vintage
and modern engines and cars.

[—
Here's the Inch family (left to right: Elise,
Meghan, Brian, Riley, and Jessica) at the
quintessential New England landmark,
Fenway Park, home of the Red Sox.

e - . —

The years passed, and while teaching
school I started building layouts as a pro-
fession. It didn't take long for me to realize
that working two jobs was not the best
way to raise a family, especially now that
my wife, Jessica, and I had three children.
As much as I loved teaching art, I loved
designing and constructing model rail-
roads even more. So I left teaching and
launched my cur-
rent business:
Model Rail Scenes
(www.modelrail
scenes.com).

PERSONAL
LAYOUT

After having built
layouts in all gauges
and scales in virtu-
ally every part of the
country, I felta
strong desire to
construct a display
for my family. But demand for my services
kept growing, so I had no idea how I could
spare time for myself.

Then came the break in the spring of
2020 I was hoping for. Amid the pan-
demic, a potential client contacted me
about constructing a layout for him. First,

camps and paper mills. Today, a replica of a Maine Central Electro-Motive Division of

General Motors SW9 road diesel from Atlas O waits patiently as logs are lifted off a flatcar it dropped off an hour ago.
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The layout has
two 4 x 16-foot
sections, one of
which Brian built
to show a client.
Between them he
inserted a2 x
16-foot module
with a farm. The
numbered arrows
correspond to the
numbers in each
of the captioned
photos he took.

10-0"

illustration by Kellie Jaeger

AT A GLANCE

Name: Brian and Riley Inch's 0 gauge layout
Dimensions: 10 x 16 feet

Track: GarGraves (diameters range from 36
t0 72 inches)

Switches: Ross Custom Switches with
Tortoise machines

Motive power: Lionel, MTH
Rolling stock: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH, Weaver

Controls: Lionel type-ZW transformer with
Lionel Legacy and MTH Digital Command
System

Accessories: Gilbert American Flyer, K-Line,
Lionel, Z-Stuff for Trains

Structures: Crescent Locomotive Works, =
Deerfield River, Korber, scratchbuilt e —

.
Figures: Woodland Scenics -

-

3] Dairy products are being handled by the Boston & Maine, among other lines in New
however, he wished to see what I could do  England. While an Electro-Motive SW9 diesel switcher picks up an empty refrigerator car,

to re-create a scene along the coast of laborers unload the remaining canisters of milk to prevent them from getting warm.

Maine. He wanted to have something to

evaluate in only two weeks. which was the reason I needed to depend ~ framework consisting of four 4 x 8-foot
Fortunately, I had a compact O gauge on Riley more than ever before. modules secured together. After consider-

layout I had taken to train shows to pro- We started with the 4 x 16-foot layout ation, I decided to insert a 2 x 16-foot sec-

mote my business. I intended to modify it  and decided to build a second one of equal  tion between the two tabletops to create
to present the requested coastal scene. The  size using L-girder benchwork. Once that ~ what would be a layout spanning 10 x 16
tight schedule proved to be a challenge, project was finished, we had an 8 x 16-foot  feet. We added casters to the legs so the
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1 Memories of the regional railroads whose locomotives perform their magic on Brian and

Riley’s home layout remain vibrant, thanks to the great work they did. That's also the case
with the O gauge displays Brian has designed and built for many satisfied customers.

layout could easily be rolled around my
workshop as necessary.

As the photos reveal, the layout consists
of the primary level as well as an elevated
one with mountains and tunnels through
which we laid a loop of O-72 track. For
this layout, as with most of the ones I've
developed for customers, I went with track
from GarGraves and turnouts from Ross
Custom Switches operated by Tortoise
machines. I secure the track and switches
to Homasote to reduce noise.

The elevated line crosses over a harbor

22 Classic Toy Trains - SPRING 2025

filled with a Lionel lighthouse, a dock, and
lobster boats before passing near an indus-
trial area using O-36 track. That area
includes facilities handling milk and dairy
goods as well as lumber and wood prod-
ucts. The Atlas O 40-inch-long bridge
installed to carry the line, like the tunnel
leading into the 36-inch-high mountain,
increases the visual appeal of the upper
line. So does the truss bridge that domi-
nates part of the industrial scene.

The interior 2 x 16-foot section features
a farm scene, along with a small town and

a station. The purpose of that area was to
capture the look of rural Maine, giving it
visual appeal without having to place track
far from the outer perimeter, where it
would be difficult to reach.

FINAL THOUGHTS

If T were asked to share one tidbit of wis-
dom I've acquired from building layouts, it
would be the trite yet true point: “Less is
more.” As I have explained to Riley many
times, scenes come alive when you hold
back on the structures and heighten the
landscaping. I do like to construct my own
buildings and even put in a few animated
items from American Flyer, K-Line, and



Lionel. But the focus must always be on
scenic effects: landforms, trees, and water.
In addition, for realistic scenery to
exert its maximum impact on a model
railroad, especially one that’s small or
medium size, there need to be breaks. By
that I mean the importance of leaving
open or empty space between more
detailed areas. As a result, landscaping
truly flows as it does in the natural world.
Where there is activity, say along the
any of the four spurs or near the individ-
ual industries, you'll notice one or two
central structures, along with plenty of
vehicles, figures, and other eye-catching
details. You need to have scenery breaks

BE rhr by -
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B Folks who prefer the countryside to any of the towns in Maine have wandered outside to
admire the Bangor & Aroostook GP38 road diesel drifting onto the line leading to Augusta.
The waterfall, rockfaces, and pine trees all reflect Brian's artistry.

a Along the river a Boston & Maine 44-tonner from MTH couples to a Maine Central boxcar
soon to be filled with cabinets and tables assembled in the furniture factory.

and let it flow naturally. Let the industry

you choose have plenty of space for addi-
tions, such as people, cars, materials, and
other details. Situating them turns out to
be enjoyable and meaningful for creating
memorable vignettes.

There are other secrets I could share,
but for the moment I will pause and let
you study the accompanying pictures.
Doing so is a great way to pick up infor-
mation and see what works on my layout.
In case youre wondering, Scenic Express
is a terrific source for landscaping materi-
als - but so is your imagination, so don't

hesitate to try fabricating trees and bushes
out of natural materials.

I'll close by thanking Riley for all his
encouragement and assistance. We really
had a ball, didn’t we! I'm grateful as well to
my grandpa, Dave Kenyan, for all the cus-
tom-painted locomotives he has donated
to my roster over the years.

Finally, a tip of the hat to the anony-
mous client who suggested I develop a
scene replicating life along the Atlantic
coast of Maine. Without his motivation,
the layout I had wanted to build would
still be nothing more than a vision.
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OF THE LIONEL CORP.

The No. 9034 Lionel Leisure hopper revealed a secret

y 1977, eight years had passed

since the post-World War I era

had ended with the decision of

the Lionel Corp. to quit manufac-
turing electric toy trains and to license the
rights to make and market its trains to
General Mills. That conglomerate assigned
those tasks to its toy division, originally
known as Model Products Corp. (MPC)
and later as Fundimensions.

While Fundimensions was producing
toy trains, the Lionel Corp. survived as the
owner of other entities, including a chain
of toy stores known as Kiddie Land and
then Lionel Leisure Land. Ironically, some
of the playthings being sold were Lionel
trains. And one of the basic models Fundi-
mensions designed and manufactured
revealed the Lionel Corp. lived on.

TRAINS N’ TRUCKIN'

Fundimensions announced 14 sets in its
consumer catalog for 1977. Eight of them
were brand new, including the Nos. 1764
Heartland Express and 1765 Rocky Moun-
tain Special. A few other newcomers were
identified by name rather than product
number, in particular The Mickey Mouse
Express and The Southern Crescent. The
other six sets cataloged for 1977 were car-
ryover items: two introduced in 1975 and
four from 1976.

Two of the new sets — the Nos. 1760
Steel Haulers and 1761 Cargo King —
were part of a Fundimensions marketing
campaign known as “Trains N’ Truckin”’
As explained in the second volume of
Greenberg’s Guide to Lionel Trains, 1970-
1991, it aimed to boost sales by promoting
those inexpensive starter sets as the link
between the railroad and trucking indus-
tries, “two major modes of hauling mer-
chandise in the United States.” Both sets
promised lots of play value with their plas-
tic and cardboard details.

The 1760 was headed by a No. 8769
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STORY BY ROGER CARP

Republic Steel gas-turbine switch engine.
It pulled four pieces of rolling stock: Nos.
9016 Chessie System hopper, 9020 Union
Pacific flatcar, 9033 Penn Central gondola,
and 9071 Santa Fe bobber caboose.

Also packed in the colorful set box was
a Peterbilt tractor with a die-cast metal
chassis and Penn Central graphics and a
trailer, along with an operating crane kit
and a pull cart. There were eight O-27
curves and two O-27 straights, plus a DC
transformer. Finally, the Steel Haulers had
die-cut factories and a shed as well as
many plastic loads.

PROMOTIONAL VERSIONS
During 1977, Fundimensions assembled
six promotional, or uncataloged, sets for a
variety of well-known retailers, including
one set for the network of Lionel service
stations. The other five amounted to ver-
sions of cataloged sets in which one piece
of rolling stock was replaced with a pro-
motional freight car to give dealers some-
thing new and unique to offer their cus-
tomers in hopes of increasing store sales.
For example, the version of the Cargo
King sold through J.C. Penney stores (the
No. 1796) contained the same contents
with one exception. A No. 9054 J.C. Pen-
ney boxcar was substituted for the 9016
Chessie System Hopper. Another example
was the No. 1791 Toys ‘R’ Us Steel Hauler.
That promotional item came with every-
thing in the cataloged version of the set,
except that a new No. 9049 Toys ‘R’ Us
boxcar replaced the 9016 open hopper.
Perhaps the most interesting of the pro-
motional sets for 1977 was the No. 1790. It
was available only through the network of
toy stores owned by the Lionel Corp.
Referred to as Lionel Leisure Steel Hauler,
it offered buyers everything in the 1760 set
with one key change. Gone was the 9016
Chessie System hoppers; in its place was a
short hopper numbered 9034. The white

plastic model had graphics for Kiddie
City: Casey Kangaroo mascot in blue,
brown, and orange as well as lettering in
blue, orange, and red. Printed on each side
was the “BLT 1-77” date. The tractor-
trailer was lettered for Lionel Leisure, too.

WORTH OWNING

The 9034 was, as collector Robert Sylvan
notes, the latest entry in a long line of
short open hoppers Lionel launched with
the No. 2456 Lehigh Valley in 1948. The
car, assigned a host of product numbers
through the remaining decades of the
postwar period, lost much of its detailing
over the years and ended up a simple and
inexpensive item.

Why then do Lionel enthusiasts chase
after the 9034 Lionel Leisure hopper? For
one basic reason: It was the last model to
have the logo of the Lionel Corp. on it.
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Lionel Leisure and
Kiddie City toy

stores insisted that
Fundimensions sub-
stitute the No. 9034
hopper with their name
and kangaroo mascot
for the No. 9016 Chessie
System car.
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The No. 9034 Lionel Leisure hopper was released in 1977 by Fundimensions, a division of
General Mills, as part of a promotional set available only through a string of toy stores still
owned by the Lionel Corp. The low-end model was the last to carry the grand name.

Trains.com

The No. 1760 Steel
Hauler diesel freight
set was one of 14 cata-
loged sets offered by
Fundimensions in 1977.
It came with a train,

a tractor-trailer, and
many fun details.
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TRUTH BEHIND AMERICAN
FLYER'S "CUTAWAY ENGINES”

Why the Gilbert Co. created these unique models

STORY AND PHOTOS BY BILL CLARK AND GARY BALOUN

ollectors of American Flyer S

gauge trains and accessories from

the postwar era have investigated

an untold number of topics over
the past 50 or so years in hopes of better
understanding how the A.C. Gilbert Co.
designed, produced, and marketed those
models. They have sought to answer ques-
tions through observation, investigation of
original documents and drawings, and
their own intuition.

One area of interest that has long fasci-
nated us relates to the “cutaway engines”
— the rare examples of American Flyer
steam engines sliced in half by Gilbert per-
sonnel to show the mechanisms inside. We
look forward to sharing what the two of us
have learned about those wonderful and
elusive S gauge toys.

THE MIGHTY PRECISION POWER PLANT
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This American Flyer S gauge No. 332 Union Pacific 4-8-4 steam engine from 1946 was cut
lengthwise to reveal its motor and mechanisms to members of the toy trade to boost sales
in that critical year. “Cutaway engines” are among the rarest pieces from the postwar era.

MOVING AHEAD

We began with questions about how many
cutaway engines were made, who had
made them, and when they had done so
and why. We knew that illustrations of cut-
away engines had appeared in Gilbert con-
sumer catalogs for 1941 and 1946 through
1951, so we wondered whether the artists
creating those pictures had worked from
actual locomotives or had merely visual-
ized what was inside.

When we launched our research, Gary
was aware of seven authenticated cutaway
engines — he had even owned two of
them. Did other genuine cutaway engines

The A.C. Gilbert Co.
illustrated cutaway
engines from its
American Flyer line
in its consumer
catalogs in 1941

and again from
1946 through 1951.
Interestingly, the
model depicted here
was a 4-6-4 Hudson.

SUPERPOWER |
WORM DRIVE
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still exist? To find out, we decided to reach
out to several Flyer experts, including
Doug Peck, Jack Fazenbaker, Donna Tulfts,
Andy Jugle, Jim Patterson, Dave Blum,
John Heck, and Dan Olson. While we had
heard about other examples, we chose to
highlight the cutaway engines that were
known and authenticated.

INITIAL DISCOVERIES

According to Gary, Gilbert made cutaway
engines for a specific purpose and they
were not something that could be ordered.
Cutaways were made for use in catalog
artwork or demonstration of design by an
elite salesman. They were also displayed to
the public and vendors at trade shows and
the Gilbert Halls of Science. Their purpose
was to showcase Gilbert’s finest pieces,
such as the Union Pacific 4-8-4.

The first cutaway to turn up appeared
at an auction in 1968, when prototypes
from the Gilbert Co. were sold. The late
Dan Olson acquired a No. 342 Nickel Plate
Road 0-8-0 cutaway at this noteworthy
auction. He later added a No. K335 Union
Pacific 4-8-4 he had found at a train show.

Another Flyer collector, the late Dave
Garrigues, acquired an operating 332AC
Union Pacific 4-8-4 cutaway mounted to a
board in a carrying case from Chic’s
Hobby Shop in Western Springs, Ill. The
model had a whistle in the tender.



Sometime in the 1970s, the late Ken
Hein, yet another Flyer collector, acquired
a cutaway K335 from Bill's Hobby Shop in
Park Ridge, Ill. It did not have the mount-
ing board, but did have all the same
mounting holes and was made with almost
identical cuts as Garrigues’ 332AC and
Olson’s K335. The similarities indicated
the models represented the same crafts-
man’s work in the same time period.

MORE TURN UP
Dave later acquired another cutaway — a
No. 332 Union Pacific 4-8-4 from 1946. At
that time, only three complete Northerns
from 1946 were known. One of them —
sold at the famous Gilbert auction in 1968
— had been converted to the first smoke-
in-engine design. The cutaway version had
unique 1946 boiler and tender shells,
along with other parts the Gilbert Co. had
used only in 1946. A close examination
revealed it had been cut in a similar man-
ner as had the 332AC and K335 cutaways.
The next cutaway engine turned out to
be a second 332 UP 4-8-4 from 1946. It
had actually been cut on both sides of the
1946 boiler. It had a smoke-in-engine
frame with a DC motor. It had been recy-
cled into a second cutaway version at the
Gilbert factory. The tender was missing.
Of the 4-8-4 Northerns from 1946
accounted for, about one-third had been
recycled into something else by Gilbert.

The Iatest example of a cutaway engine was this No. 21168 Southern Ry. Casey Jones steam-
er with a smoke unit mounted on an operating board. It was introduced to the American
Flyer lineup in 1961.

FINAL EXAMPLES

Then in 2012, a 332AC 4-8-4 Union
Pacific cutaway with a whistle came out of
the Meier & Frank Department Store in
Portland, Ore. It had the same cuts and
mounting holes as the K335 and 332AC
cutaways. It had been well run and tended
to flop over if you ran the uncut boiler
side to the outside of the curve.

This 332AC had one unique feature: a
No. 336 tender shell that had been cut.
The other K335 and 332AC cutaways had
earlier tender shells with the large, bold
“AMERICAN FLYER” on them. Gilbert
had used discontinued surplus shells to
make the cutaways, but it had to use at
least one new 336 tender body. This means
that all four of these cutaways were likely
made in 1953. Gilbert was heavily adver-
tising their air-chime whistle then and
what better way to show it than in their
flagship Northern?

American Flyer collector Andy Jugle
acquired yet another cutaway. It was a
much later model that came from Maury
Romer, who was head of Flyer’s sales
department. This No. 21168 Southern Ry.
Casey Jones steam engine with a smoke
unit came mounted on an operating
board. It showed the latest new technology
of a motor and frame and brand-new

The late Dave Garrigues, who was a highly respected American Flyer expert, chanced upon
this cutaway example of a No. 332AC Union Pacific 4-8-4 Northern steam engine and tender
while visiting a hobby shop located not very far from Chicago.

smoke-unit design. It was the new flagship
of the era.

CONCLUSIONS
Having examined these authenticated cut-
aways, we can draw some key conclusions.
First, the Gilbert Co. always used engines
with new parts and their artisans used
similar cuts in making the cutaway. Also,
they used a particular type of white paint
on the inside of the engine that is
unknown to people making a replica. Gil-
bert’s artisans made intricate and precise
cuts that did not damage the black paint.
Over the years, counterfeit cutaways have
been made. At least seven types of cut-
aways were made in the 1970s by a collec-
tor who had asked Dan Olson about his.
There is no written history of the Gil-
bert cutaways or notes in known company
files about them. Since they have various
holes for mounting them to boards, we
believe they were meant for display only.
The displays could have been taken to the
Gilbert Halls of Science, toy exhibits and
shows, large distributors, and buyers for
department stores. They likely didn’t stay
in one place because Gilbert made so few
cutaways. However, without any written
records we can only speculate about them.
If any Classic Toy Trains readers own
presumed authentic cutaways, they should
please contact Bill at billstrains@aol.com
or Gary at allrailwork@aol.com so we can
continue our quest.
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‘ ‘ ’ ﬁ LIONEL FIREFIGHTERS (NO. 2230180)

ATLAS PASSENGER FIGURE SET NO. 2 (NO. 3009951)

0&S GAUGE
FIGURES

Populate your layout with a variety of people - BY RENE SCHWEITZER

now tells a story. Exhausted passengers sit on a bench, awaiting the next train. A happy couple holds
hands while walking across the street. A raccoon is poised to knock over a trash can in an alley.

No matter how large or small your layout, you'll need people to populate it. Even if you don’t have a layout,
you can use your imagination to add figures to pose next to a locomotive for a photograph or add Christmas-
themed people to a holiday display.

There’s never been a better time to buy figures. In addition to standard O and S scale items, 3-D printing has
opened a world of possibilities. Create your own figure or have one custom made. Looking for something
unique? Check out the “other figure sources” sidebar for more ideas.

I'd love to see what you do with figures. Email me photos at editor@classictoytrains.com

S omething magical happens when you add miniature people or animals to a scene on a layout. That space

VARIETY OF FIGURES FROM MINIPRINTS' O SCALE LINE
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PREISER VARIETY OF FIGURES FROM THE FIRM'S O SCALE LINE.

Cody Grivno photo

ATLAS MODEL RAILROAD CO.

378 Florence Ave,, Hillside, NJ 07205
Website: shop.atlasrr.com

Phone: 908-687-0880

Email: csdept@atlasrr.com
Available scale(s): 0

Medium: Plastic

Era(s) modeled: Various

Total number of figures in line: 46
Notes: Sold in sets of 10 or 12

BACHMANN TRAINS

1400 E Erie Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19124
Website: bachmanntrains.com
Phone: 215-522-1600

Email: cs@bachmanntrains.com
Available scale(s): 0

Medium: Plastic

Era(s) modeled: 1950s-present

Total number of figures in line: 90
humans (within 14 figure sets); 27 ani-
mals (within 5 sets)

Notes: Some sets contain props to
create a scene

LIONEL TRAINS

6301 Performance Dr,, Concord, NC
28027

Website: lionelstore.com

Phone: 800-4LIONEL (454-6635)
Email: Talktous@Lionel.com
Available scale(s): 0

Total number of figures in line: 11
unique SKUs

MINIPRINTS

Website: miniprints.com

Available scale(s): S, 0

Medium: 3-D printed figures

Era(s) modeled: Various

Total number of figures in line: 100+,
plus accessories

Notes: miniprints does 3-D scanning of
people at train shows and has 200+
figures available at miniprints.com/
minimes

PAUL M. PREISER GMBH

Am Ruhbach 2, 91628 Steinsfeld,
Germany

Phone number: 0049 9861/ 94 800
Email: info@preiserfiguren.de
Website: preiserfiguren.de
Available scale(s): 0

Medium: Polystyrene

Era(s) modeled: Various

Notes: Figures, vehicles, and accesso-
ries available in 20 different scales.
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RMT THE SEATED FIGURES PACK
(NO. 99418) CONTAINS 48 FIG-
URES FOR $59.95.
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RENE FOUND THESE MTH FIGURES NEW IN A
THRIFT STORE. HER HUSBAND BOUGHT THE
K-LINE FIGURES AT A HOBBY STORE THAT
SELLS OLDER NEW STOCK.




READY MADE TRAINS/RMT

PO Box 173, Bloomsbury, NJ 08804
Website: readymadetoys.com

Phone: 908-303-6137

Email: wmatuch@readymadetoys.com
Available scale(s): 0 gauge

Medium: Plastic

Era(s) modeled: 1950s to present

Total number of figures in line: 8 seated
figures and 8 standing figures, hand-
painted in different colors

Notes: Available in sets of 48 seated (No.
99417) and 48 standing (No. 99418)

ROCK ISLAND HOBBY
6929 Seward Ave,, Lincoln, NE 68507
Website: rockislandhobby.com
Phone: 402-464-6458
VARIETY OF FIGURES FROM i Available scale(s): 0
WEST EDGE 3D S SCALE LINE i Medium: Painted plastic

i Total number of figures in line: 5 differ-
ent packages currently available.
Note: Pack of 25 seated figures
available for passenger cars

TRUE FIGS BY WEST EDGE 3D
1505 George Booth Dr., Buchanan 2323,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, i New South Wales, Australia
i Website: westedge3d.com.au/shop
' Phone: 610 412 574 151
OTHER FIGURE SOURCES ' Email: info@westedge3d.com.au
If you're looking for out-of-production items, try the secondhand market or hobby shops that sell older 1 Available scale(s): Products can be 3-D
items. You can also search online auction sites, such as Trainz, ChooChoo Auctions, and Bodnars Auctions, printed in any scale from N to G.
and explore the tables and booths at train shows. i Medium: Full-color UV-set polyester
Looking for a custom or specialty figure? Consider having one made via a 3-D printer. Websites like 3D I resin
Central Trains (3dcentraltrains.com) have shops where hobbyists upload their creations, and you can buy i Era(s) modeled: 1990 to present. Moving
one (or more). Looking to save money? Look for bulk figures in online auctions. ! into period-costume figures.
Consider alternative sources, including the toy aisle at big box stores. Bring along a comparative figure ' Total number of figures in line: 66 in 16
to check scale in kids' toys, such as playsets and board games. Stores often sell playsets during the holi- 1 sets and growing
days that have usable figures, vehicles, and accessories. Notes: All items printed on a USA-made
Do you like superheroes? Consider a collectible miniatures game like HeroClix. Thousands of characters Stratasys J55 Prime color polyjet 3D.

are available mounted on a round black base. After removing the base, you have an approximately 0 gauge i printer. Contact manufacturer for items in
figure for your layout. Let us know if we have missed anything! i custom scales. Open to feedback and

suggestions for new products.

ROCK ISLAND HOBBY STANDING TOURISTS AND TRAVELERS (NO. 61109) ' MORE MANUFACTURERS
and STANDING PEOPLE (NO. 61108) ' These companies opted not to participate
d in our buyer's guide. We suggest visiting

"3 i _ _ g : their websites to learn more about their
o Jl‘ . * -1 i 1 i products.

1 { 3 p ‘ i f | Arttista Accessories: arttista.com
Busch Gmbh & Co.: busch-model.com/
english.ntm
Fun & Games: scalefigures.com
Model Tech Studios: modeltechstudios.

com
Noch: noch.com
Scenic Express: sceneryexpress.com
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Steve and Barbara Tapper

love their layout

STORY BY ROGER CARP
PHOTOS BY STEVE TAPPER

ou know the scenario: Ordinary
fellow marks his 40th birthday
and turns his life inside out with
a new sports car, flashy clothes,
and other sorts of craziness. Folks look at
him with pity and scorn, diagnosing what’s
happening as a “mid-life crisis”

Steve Tapper says with a laugh that
what hit him not long after he began his
fifth decade on the planet was similar but
needs the letter L to describe it: “my mild-
life crisis” For just when his life was feel-
ing a bit boring and routine in the 1990s,
this amiable and level-headed guy discov-
ered O gauge trains. Game over!

Everything changed for Steve as a won-
derful new hobby strengthened the already
tight bonds between him and his delight-
tul wife, Barbara. Playing the part of cupid
was a Lionel starter set. It inspired them to
build a great layout together.

MORE OF A REDISCOVERY

To say Steve discovered O gauge trains
when he found himself staring at an oper-
ating display in a local department store
around Christmas of 1998 would be some-
what of a misnomer. More accurate to say
that he “rediscovered” them.

Like any youngster coming of age in
the 1950s, Steve was familiar with Lionel
trains and accessories. More than just
being familiar with them, he desired them
and watched with envy as more-fortunate
kids in the neighborhood and even a rela-
tive or two received terrific outfits and
then built layouts for them.

Yet as the eldest of five sons, Steve
understood what his hard-working dad
and stay-at-home mom could and couldn’t

=

Model railroading has helped Barbara and Steve to discover artistic talents they scarcely

afford. “We had bikes, skates, wagons,
scooters, baseball gloves, and footballs,” he
recalls. “So, my brothers and I never went
without. But an electric train wasn’t some-
thing our parents promised us.”

The mature attitude Steve assumed as
the first-born carried him through his
youth with dignity and strength. All the
same, he admitted to having dreams of
owning a Lionel set. What he had once
longed for never vanished from his mind.

That was probably why the three-rail
display riveting Steve’s attention a month
before Christmas in 1998 seemed to take
over his brain. Suddenly, more than he had
ever imagined, he absolutely wanted a Lio-
nel train. Spying a New York Central
steam freight train on a shelf nearby, Ste-
ven grabbed it and plunked down the cash
required to bring it home. He had become
a man with a mission.

ENTICING BARBARA

Needless to say, Steve took the train and its
track out of the set box within seconds of
arriving home. He assembled the loop of
tubular sections, connected the trans-
former, and kept the steamer and its train
running around and around.

Coming to life in the Tapper household
was a scene right out of the 1955 Joe
McDoakes comedy short film, So You
Want a Model Railroad. Only instead of a
wild-eyed Steve operating the Lionel train
by himself while his wife looked on in hor-
ror, Barbara was smiling and insisting on a
turn at the controls herself.

Then, before the words were out of
Steve’s mouth that maybe additional
straights and curves would be a good idea,

knew were inside them. The project has brought them closer together.
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he 8 x 16-foot three-rail empire consists of four modules: three with only one level of
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track and the fourth with an elevated section. Six trains can run at once.
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El Mirrors on the wall behind the layout provide visitors, often fellow members of the
Northern Central Hi-Railers, with views of the mine and oil-filling facility.

Barbara was hatching the very same
scheme. A bigger and more elaborate
setup struck her as perfect for the den in
their spacious home.

Once the weather had improved in the
spring of 1999, the Tappers became regu-
lar attendees of the train shows regularly
held near them. The empty car they drove
there was loaded with track, structures,
and landscaping materials in a matter of
hours. Then it was home to figure out
what to do with all the “toys”
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TIME FOR A LAYOUT

The answer, of course, was to construct an
O gauge layout. Who cared if neither hus-
band nor wife had ever done so? Barbara
was as eager to get going as Steve was.
Luckily for the couple, he hesitated long
enough to buy and read an essential
resource: How to Build Your First Lionel
Layout. That invaluable book written by
lifelong model railroader Stan Trzoniec
provided the guidance needed (Firecrown
Media - out of print).

The exciting and fun 8 x 16-foot layout
on display these days represented a step-
by-step development. The Tappers started
small, creating together a 4 x 8-foot layout
on which they learned all the tricks and
techniques required to go bigger.

First of all, according to Steve, the two
of them moved forward without a formal
plan. “Barbara and I wanted the layout to
be a project that let us be as creative as
possible,” he said. “We wanted to have fun
despite being beginners”

Steve mentioned how the two of them
wanted to be able to run several trains at
once. These days, the husband-and-wife
team routinely run as many as six trains.

Steve and Barbara also wanted a model
railroad on which virtually every square
inch of real estate was used. “We had to get
the most out of our relatively limited
amount of space;” he said. “There wasn't
much more room in the basement for us
to be devoting to expanding our railroad”

Consequently, Steve and Barbara
learned fairly quickly what most others in
their situation eventually do figure out.
Namely, a flat layout is not the answer, in
spite of the fact that their initial three-rail
empire might have been called the Pan-
cake Central.

Expansion inevitably demanded think-
ing vertically. Steve pointed out how their
layout added an elevated portion where
one main line crossed over another. In
time, a mountain went up with sufficient
room for the Tappers to be able with ease
to operate two trains going in opposite
directions without risk of a collision.



illustration by Kellie Jaeger

Few O gauge layouts pack as much activity and entertainment in 128 square feet as the one
designed and constructed by Steve and Barbara Tapper. The numbered arrows correspond
to the numbers in each of the captioned photographs Steve shot for this exclusive article.

THEIR OWN TRAIL

“Newbies” - is how Steve and Barbara
viewed themselves as they prepared to
plunge forward. Asking them to define the
term, they laugh before stating how more
than 20 years ago they were stumbling
around in the dark. The only guide they
had was the book written by Trzoniec; in
other respects, they had few clues about
basics, such as benchwork and track.

“But we figured things out together,”
Steve said. The framework imitated what
they had read: 2 x 4s for the legs and 1 x 4s
for the interior and exterior bracing. On
top went standard sheets of plywood.

Attending train shows proved to be an
education for the Tappers. They saw every
brand of track, vintage and contemporary,
and so could discuss what they liked and
disliked. In the end, they agreed that Real-
Trax by MTH Electric Trains was the type
of O gauge track best suited for what they
wanted to achieve on their layout.

The plastic roadbed surrounding the
thin metal rails promised a degree of real-
ism appealing to Barbara and her hus-
band. They carefully screwed it into a layer
of Homasote added to reduce the noise
produced by the trains in operation.

“Even for the elevated section,” Steve
continued, “I stayed with RealTrax. I
mounted it on thick dowels that I painted

gray and then screwed in the sections. I
finished by using a hot-glue gun to hold
the track together in the upper portion”

MAKING A SCENE

As soon as the loops of track had been
tested, Steve and his wife began running
trains. They wished to learn the ins and
outs of command control, if only so they
would be free to buy the great locomotives
being introduced by Lionel and MTH.

Surprised to find out two newcomers
embraced Lionel’s TrainMaster Command
Control and MTH’s Digital Command
System? Steve says anyone with patience
and determination can learn to run trains
in the most up-to-date way, especially
when doing so lets you enjoy superb
sound systems and visual effects. He’s
already studying Lionel’s Legacy system.

The adventurous spirit influencing
both Steve and Barbara extended to creat-
ing scenes. They decided an amusement
park, rail yard, farm, and village offered
plenty of opportunities to design colorful
and action-packed vignettes.

Visits to train shows, along with the
hobby magazines and books they were
reading, introduced the Tappers to the
remarkable range of structures and acces-
sories available, either fully assembled or
easily put together and detailed. Steve

LAYOUT AT A
GLANCE

Steve and Barbara Tapper's 0 gauge
layout

Dimensions: 8 x 16 feet

Track: Lionel, MTH (diameters range from 27
to 42 inches)

Switches: MTH
Motive power: K-Line, Lionel, MTH, Williams

Rolling stock: Atlas 0, K-Line, Lionel, Men-
ards, MTH, Weaver, Williams

Controls: MTH Nos. Z-750 (3), Z-4000 (2)
transformers with Lionel TrainMaster Com-
mand Control and MTH Digital Command
System

Accessories: K-Line, Lemax, Lionel, Men-
ards, Mr. Christmas, MTH

Structures: Department 56, K-Ling, Lionel,
Menards, MTH, Plasticville

Vehicles: Corgi, Diecast Direct, Kinsmart,
Lionel, Maisto, Matchbox, Menards, MTH,
Road Champs, Welly

Figures: Arttista, Golden Gate Depot, K-Line,
Lionel, Model Power, MTH, Scenery Express,
Woodland Scenics

Trains.com
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B3 The vintage car meet on the Tappers' layout reflects Steve's love of classic automobiles,
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especially Ford Mustangs. He owns an award-winning 2006 Mustang GT Premium.

looked forward to buying kits he could
transform into sheds, businesses, stations,
and more with their own personality.
Here’s where he had loads of fun.

While Steve concentrated on modifying
commercial buildings from the K-Line,
Lionel, Menards, MTH, and Plasticville
lines, Barbara was exploring the figures on
the market. Nothing sold by Arttista,
Model Power, Scenery Express, and others
escaped her sight, and she had a blast
deciding where to place them.

TIME TO LANDSCAPE
Electronics and structures, both essential
to the success of the Tappers’ layout,
hardly fazed the husband-and-wife team.
They learned together what seemed neces-
sary and proceeded with patience. When a
task struck one of them as either daunting
or boring, he or she delegated it to the
other. That intelligent method of organiz-
ing a business worked beautifully for the
layout’s construction.

Then Steve dared mention the need for
a landform. He envisioned a big mountain
dominating what was the final area. The
two concentric main lines in the same sec-
tion were going to require parallel tunnels.
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The project, Steve was certain, would be
challenging yet when complete would look
absolutely terrific.

Books, notably Realistic Modeling for
Toy Trains written by O gauge master
modeler Dennis Brennan, contained all
the information needed. A foundation
consisting of strips of rugged cardboard
was covered by Plaster Cloth from Wood-
land Scenics. Hydrocal went over that
hardened shell. Steve wished to add con-
tours and rock formations to the top, but
he was overruled by Barbara. She wanted
it kept flat for a village there.

Together, husband and wife spray-
painted the landform with colors from
America’s Finest, Model Master, and Rust-
Oleum. They next put down various tex-
tures and hues of commercial ground
cover, grass, and turf. The process involved
plenty of trial and error, with the Tappers
making changes until pleased.

MIRROR, MIRROR

Like magic, assorted scenes were coming
to life right before the amazed Steve and
Barbara. On more than one occasion, they
would look at each other and wonder if
they were really accomplishing what their

A1

eyes saw. Then came words of reassurance:
Yes, we actually are the ones creating the
entertaining areas and realistic landscapes
through which their growing roster of
trains was running.

Also like magic, the railroad seemed to
double in size, thanks to a trick known to
generations of model railroaders. Instead
of securing photo backdrops to the walls
surrounding the layout, Steve borrowed an
idea from his brother Alan: He installed
mirrors around the room. Besides causing
the railroad to look bigger, they also make
it possible for viewers to catch glimpses of
partially hidden areas.

The mirrors worked wonders because
the stream of visitors never ends. In ways
astounding to the Tappers, friends and
hobby acquaintances continue to ask for
invitations to stop by to admire their
handiwork and check out the assortment
of operating features. Prominent among
those signing the guest book are fellow
members of the Northern Central Hi-Rail-
ers, an O gauge club based in Maryland.

Great times and great friends leave
Steve more than glad he has made up for
the absence of a train set from his boy-
hood. The joys generated by O gauge
modeling have enriched his life while
bringing him closer to his sweet wife.



Looking to build a new layout?

Look no further, GarGraves has what you need for your model railroad empire!

We have been manufacturing track, switches, operating
! and special tracks for 80 years.
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GarGraves Trackage Corp.

Visit our website, give us a call or stop in to your 8967 Ridge Road

local dealer and ask for GarGraves Track Products. North Rose, NY 14516

www.GarGraves.com 315-483-6577

\ email gargraves@gargraves.com
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S Gauge Trains

Since Full line S Gauge & AF Products

1981

Engines
Cars
Track
Structures &
Figures

Call 723-449-1100

American Models
11770 Green Oak Industrial Dr.
Whitmore Lake, M| 48189

www.americanmodels.com

SAVE THE DATE

May 10, 2025
10 am to 2 pm

National Train Day Celebration
with Cordele Police Dept

Cordele, Ga ® 105 East 9th Avenue

ot

TRAIN SHOW
APRIL 11 & 12, 2025
Friday, April 11—9am-5pm
Saturday, April 12—9am-5pm
Admission: $5.00 |BUY, SELL, TRADE
Children under 12 Food Available,
FREE!!! Operating Layouts
Bulls Gap Railroad Museum
151 South Main St, Bulls Gap TN
(bgrrmwelcome@gmail.com)
423-393-4429

Shop Online @ www.eastsidetrains.com

Your hobby specialists since
1983 located in the heart of
downtown Kirkland

Lionel, MTH, LGB,
Piko, USA, Walthers,
| Athearn, Bachmann,

MicroTrains, Kato,
American Flyer & so

much more

Trams Inc.

EST. 1963

217 Central Way, Kirkland, WA 98033
email: eastsidetrains@msn.com (425)828-4098

SHoP ON-I.mE 24/7 TRAINWORLD.com
We SuppLy thE Wortd O GAUGE SUPER SAVINGS
\WILLIAMS]

o LIONEL 2128010  LMTEDQTY
CHESAPEAKE
(@ITRAINWORLD:COM & OHIO WALKING
lon-Line]ordersioniy/ BRAKEMAN
CLSP25
SALE ENDS

operating car SUPER SALE $59.99 each
MORE SALE ITEms @ trainworld.com
* CODE WORD MUST BE APPLIED AT TIME OF ORDER  DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO SALES TAX OR SHIPPING & HANDLING
« IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY  NO REBATES, NO REFUNDS, NO STORE CREDIT ON PREVIOUSLY SOLD ITEMS
 NO NEW ARRIVALS; NO BACK ORDERS; NO PRE-ORDERS » CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR OTHER DISCOUNTS
 NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH OR GIFT CARDS  NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS
 LIMITED QUANTITIES ON CERTAIN ITEMS GO TO TRAINWORLD. COM TO SHOP ON-LINE 24/7

AMERICA’S LARGEST
INTERNATIONAL MaIL ORDER
Discount TRaIN STORE

The Products We Sell Are Not Toys and Are Not Intended For Use By Children Under The Age Of 14.
SicN-uP FOR OUR E-MAIL SALES 1-800-541-7010 e-mail: ORDERSCTRAINWORLD.COM
Huge INveNTORY o GREAT SELECTION © FasT SHiPPING 725 McDonaLD Ave, BRookLyN, NY 11218

Your Southern Connection _for
Quality O Gauge Products

ROUNDHOUSE _ams
SOUTH @i

4611 S. Ridgewood Ave. » Port Orange, FL 32127
PH. 386-304-7002/7003 [FIREEY

Fren,h! Lhﬂrg{'x added fo ALL urderh
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ORANGE ... GRAY

.. OR BOTH?

True story of Lionel's No. 197 Rotating Radar Antenna

STORY BY JOE ALGOZZINI AND ROGER CARP // PHOTOS BY WILLIAM ZUBACK

ollectors of Lionel toy trains and
accessories from the postwar era
depend on all sorts of documents
to determine when items were
introduced, how long they were kept in
the product line, and what they were sup-
posed to look like. The value of the annual
full-color consumer catalogs has long been
understood by hobbyists.
But experience has taught the impor-
tance of other kinds of documents put out
by Lionel. These sources of information

may be less studied by collectors or even
be unfamiliar to them, but they have tre-
mendous value. Proof of what we're talk-
ing about comes with the Lionel No. 197
Rotating Radar Antenna. There’s no mys-
tery about when it was included in the cat-
aloged lineup, but the color of plastic used
for the platform on the tower has caused
some confusion. Until now!

NEW FOR 1957

Introduced in 1957, the 197 was accurately
illustrated on page 45 of the consumer cat-
alog. About the only thing missing,
besides the Lionel name in the correct
color orange on the superstructure (part
No. 197-40), was its suggested retail price.
Lionel omitted that vital information
because the discontinuance of Fair Trade
Laws meant the company need only spec-
ify just certain prices in its catalogs. By
doing so, Lionel encouraged each and
every perspective buyer to find out the
best price available for whatever product
they wanted to purchase.

The good news for Lionel was the prac-
tice of not publishing suggested retail
prices helped increase sales. How? Because
each seller of Lionel electric trains,

whether a general retailer or wholesaler,
reserved the right to price its merchandise
as it saw fit and in line with creating a real-
istic or reasonable profit.

Therefore, Lionel was satisfying all its

Lionel introduced the No. 197 Rotating Radar
Antenna in 1957. Collectors agree the varia-
tion with an orange platform dates from that
year. But what about the one having a gray
platform? Documentation proved it was also
available in 1957.

Y 4
r—
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merchandisers. It helped both its loyal
retailers, who preferred to sell products at
the suggested retail price, and the growing
number of discount houses that could
afford to sell below retail, thanks to their
making up the difference by purchasing
larger quantities of toy trains.

ORANGE VERSUS GRAY
PLATFORMS

When it comes to identifying variations of
the 197, collectors look first at the color of
the platform (part No. 197-10). It stands
out by sitting on top of the superstructure
(tower sides) and was molded out of either
orange or gray plastic.

According to the sixth volume of
Greenberg’s Guide to Lionel Trains, 1945-
1969, Lionel molded the platform in
orange for 1957 and gray one year later.
Since gray is the more common color, Lio-
nel could have used it in 1957.

Looking for answers, we went first to
the full-color consumer catalog for 1957.
As previously stated, the platform was
shown as orange on page 45. But the illus-
tration of the 197 on page 15 of the same
catalog had the platform as gray.

How could that be? Did the commer-
cial artist working on the consumer cata-
log pick those two colors out of thin air?
Obviously not, as Lionel probably pro-
vided more than one example from which
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to choose, or that artist just used his or her
own creativity by doing a little research by
visiting local airports.

Regardless of why the illustrations dif-
fer, examples of the 197 Rotating Radar
Antenna having either an orange or a gray
platform were manufactured, assembled,
packaged, and sold (a series of steps iden-
tified by the acronym MAPS) in 1957.
Observation of actual models has made
this point quite plain.

Key to our investigation is a mint and
boxed example of a 197 purchased in 1966
at Edward C. Minas, a retailer in Ham-
mond, Ind. It has a gray platform and has
an instruction sheet (part No. 197-31)
dated (9-57). Does this count as “authori-
tative documentation”? It’s close but not
exactly what we're looking for.

PRODUCTION SAMPLE

Owning a mint and boxed 197 with an
instruction sheet dated September of 1957
didn’t seem sufficient for proving beyond
a shadow of a doubt what Lionel had done.
Where to turn next? Lionel production
samples of certain parts or completed
products can offer a specific date when an
item was removed, tagged, marked, and
placed in a predetermined holding area for
supervisors and others to use for future
company expectations or careful evalua-
tion of a product.
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A Lionel production sample, dated
10/10/57, does provide authoritative docu-
mentation that orange plastic platforms
were available in 1957. Even so, it’s not
clear how much time may have elapsed
before that tag was actually applied.

PRODUCTION RECORDS

Surviving Lionel production records
might provide the answer. The 197 was
referred to as a “Radar Warning Tower” in
Lionel’s 1957 Separate Sale Production
Program. That document indicated that
21,000 units would be manufactured with
delivery dates in September and October
of that year.

Knowing that gray platforms are more
common than orange (possibly twice as
common), we hypothesized that orange
platforms were made during the first pro-
duction run. Gray ones, we concluded,
were made during the second run.

However, whether Lionel made the
same quantity of each color —10,500 gray
platforms and 10,500 orange ones —
remains uncertain without more data.

Still, let’s give it a try. Production
records from 1958 specified a quantity of
12,500 Radar Warning Towers, including
2,700 left over in inventory. The balance
(9,800 examples) was going to be delivered
in June of that year.

Taken as a whole, 197s with gray or
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orange platforms were undoubtedly avail-
able from inventory. The consumer cata-
log for 1958 showed a 197 with a gray plat-
form on the front cover; one with an
orange platform was on page 4.

Why in 1957 and ’58 did Lionel illus-
trate the 197 with a gray platform in one
place and a 197 with an orange platform in
another? Wasn't it selling just a single
Rotating Radar Antenna? Why wasn’t one
illustration of the 197 enough?

For a manufacturer like Lionel, it made
good business sense to place different
illustrations of the same item in its yearly
catalogs. Doing so gave potential buyers
more than one look and so possibly
heightened their interest in any new or
carryover items, especially when being
shown in an attractive scenic format.

It therefore seemed logical that Lionel
manufactured 9,800 examples of the 197
with a gray platform. Added to the 10,500
listed meant a total of 20,300.

SPECULATING ABOUT 1959
Lacking 1959 production records, we can
nevertheless speculate that Lionel made
approximately 2,250 examples of the 197
with a gray platform.

First, the quantity of 197s produced in
1958 was about 46% the number made in
1957. We estimate that no more than half
that many were made for 1959 (23% of
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an instruction
sheet dated 6-59. It
gave further proof
Lionel made the
item in 1959.

LIONEL

9,800 units
is 2,250 with
gray plat-
forms). Add-
ing 2,250
units to the
20,300 units from 1958 gives a total of
22,550 units. And that latter number is
about twice as great as the 10,500 units
with orange platforms.

Second, the full-color consumer cata-
log for 1959 continues the trend of show-
ing a couple of 197 Rotating Radar Anten-
nas with different platforms. One with a
gray platform was shown on page 5; one
with an orange platform was shown on
page 41. This suggests both versions were
still available in 1959.

Third, the production sample of the
197 for 1959 has a gray platform, along
with the brand-new “Window Box” and a
new instruction sheet dated 6-59.

FINAL WORD
All the aforementioned research and doc-
umentation left us confident that Lionel
had manufactured 197s with a gray plat-
form in 1957. Yet we still didn’t feel abso-
lutely positive about that fact. Some-
thing authoritative was still missing.
Recently, we came across and
examined an Inter-Office Com- i 0d
munication from the Lionel

factory. Dated October 17, 1957, it
was intended for Charles V. Giaimo,
who administered all departments
at the plant. The Inter-Office Com-
munication stated that the 197-10
Platforms were being replaced by Gray
(Stock No. 687), because of issues with the
colored material being used.

Bingo! The “authoritative documenta-
tion” we've been looking for!

Thanks go to Ed Dougherty, Bob Jacobson,
and Todd Wagner.

A production
sample of the
orange platform
for the 197 has
a tag dated
10/10/57.
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Weekend workshop

How to lubricate
MODERN STEAM LOCOMOTIVES

Add oil to wheels, gearboxes, bearings, and more in just a few steps

STORY BY LUCAS IVERSON // PHOTOS BY CODY GRIVNO

If you've owned a modern
steam locomotive for a
while, it may be time to
lubricate it. Lucas will walk
you through the steps of
how and where to apply
the lubricant.

You'll need a locomotive cradle, a small screwdriver, and the appropriate
lubricators to properly lubricate your steam locomotives.

RUNNING AND VALVE
GEARS

First, let's look at the locomotive's running and
valve gears. A light oil is highly recommended
for the proper lubrication while preventing the
attraction of debris looking to find its way into
the constantly rotating parts. Labelle Lubricants’
Nos. 107 and 108 oils with needle applicators are
my choices, and they are available separately or
together in packages.

Apply the light oil at every pin and screw
connecting the multiple rods and linkages. The

connections between the side rods and the driv- Apply the light oil at every pin
ing wheel are especially vital. When applying oil, and screw connecting the mul-
always try to apply less than you think necessary. tiple rods and linkages, especially

the side rods. Find the Labelle lubricants

mentioned here

in the Trains.com store.
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AXLES

Lubricating O gauge steam loco-
motives, as with diesels and rolling
stock, involves the bearings to the
wheel axles. Include all the wheels:
drivers, engine, and trailing and
tender trucks. Keep in mind the
different placements of the bear-
ing boxes along each axle before
applying the light oil — Labelle No.
107 with its needle applicator.

Keep in mind the different place-
ments of the bearing boxes along
each axle before applying the
light oil.

gears well enough to apply the grease.

GEAR GREASING

Most steam locomotives have their gear
boxes enclosed, running along the middle of
the driving wheel axles. Depending on the
size of the model, you may have to remove
the body from the frame to gain sufficient
access. Please refer to your product's
instruction manual if you're unsure. Other
locomotives will have multiple screwheads
at the bottom of the frame with “"GREASE"
inscriptions next to them. Remove the screw
to reveal a cavity that will partly expose one
of the gears well enough so you can apply
the grease with only a little disassembly.
Unlike light gear lubricants intended for

Removing the screw underneath the frame reveals a cavity that will partly expose one of the

any normally exposed components, micro
gear grease with PTFE (Teflon) can be
safely used on any concealed gears without
your having to worry about it collecting
debris. I'm using Labelle No. 106, applying
just a single dab into the cavity. Again, less
is more.

Mileage will determine how often you
need to lubricate your locomotives during
a typical year. Based on the amount of op-
erating time for my fleet of O gauge steam
engines, | usually lubricate each of them
every six months. As tedious as the task can
be, especially when tackling Big Boy-sized
models, it's worth it for better reliability.

THINK TRAINZ!
| WWWTRAINZ.COM_

1046 S Main St., Greensbhurg, PA
www.bradystrains.com
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NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping
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Locomotives we love

PACIFIC

Lionel No. 11435 Big Boy

THIS O SCALE STEAMER IS DWARFED BY THE GOODNESS OF HOBBYISTS

Which locomotive means the most to you?

It’s difficult to pinpoint just one I love
above the rest, but I think my Lionel No.
11435 VisionLine Big Boy has to be the
one for this article. This may seem like a
cliché: oh, of course the biggest and proba-
bly most expensive locomotive, how origi-
nal! The reason I'm selecting the Big Boy
is because of the story behind it.

HOW DID YOU ACQUIRE IT?

I was on the hunt for this model in
2016, well after it had been delivered from
its initial offering in 2014. I was not in the
financial position to spend $2,000 on a
model, even if the MSRP was $2,699.

I happened to be scrolling through an
online train forum and saw one for sale.
The member posted it for well under
$2,000. Turns out it was a gift from his
wife, and USA Trains had just announced
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the large scale Big Boy, which he thought

would look better than the O scale version.

I messaged him and offered a little
under the asking price. He countered at a
price I was thrilled with. However, I didn’t
have the money and I didn’t want to use
my credit card. I asked the seller if he
could give me a day or two to sell some
other engines to pay him in full.

Here’s where it gets interesting. The
seller offered to accept installments and
would ship it after the first payment. I had
more than enough to cover half the cost of
the engine, which I
promptly sent him. I had a
VisionLine Big Boy at my
doorstep four days later.
The engines I listed sold
within a week, and he was
soon paid in full.

CHRIS MONTAGNA
is a contributing editor
for CTT. See more on
Chris's Trains & Things
channel on YouTube.

WHAT MAKES IT SPECIAL?

This story of my Big Boy is one of my
favorites because it illustrates the type of
people who are in the hobby and therefore
makes this model special to me. Folks here
support one another and instill a level of
trust in each other.

I haven't seen this model for sale within
$800 of what I purchased it for in 2016. It’s
fortunate that I happened to be scrolling
on the internet at just the right moment.
The Lionel VisionLine model reminds me
of that story whenever I run it, and that’s
what makes it special.

I hope that I'm able to model similar
personal characteristics
with those whom I interact
through this hobby. Getting
this locomotive for a great
price is nice, but the story
behind the acquisition is
worth so much more.
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The Fast Track to Layout Construction
Model ST-4x8TSR  Large or Small We Build Them All!

IT’S TIME FOR YOUR ROLLING STOCK
TO START ROLLING....

b Custom 2 Level Layout 10’ x 18’
Send $1 for catalog or visit us on the web at:
www.miannebenchwork.com

Mianne Foley Woodworking 44A Union St, Attleboro, MA 02703
508-226-1600  fax 508-226-1666

SHOWCASE-EXPRESS

Wall to Wall Expandable Display Case
Case Size Available: Z, N, HO, S, O, NEW Background Themes

Lighting Kits and Backgrounds Available

Join Top to Bottom 714-842-0672

or End to End
www.SHOWCASE-EXPRESS.com
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SU -« SWITCHES & TRACK
§ ‘\\ for all 3 Rail O Gauge & 027 Trains

Demand them from your dealen or call ws donect!

A sampling of some of our neat curved switches.

All now available remote control ready to run!

#240RH #241LH curved
0120 outside curve
096 inside curve
#150RH #151LH curved
054 outside curve
031 inside curve

AU RCS Praducts
are Proudly Hand
Wade cn the USH
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LIONEL'S NO 3530
OPERATING GENERATOR CAR

Postwar experts keep learning more

he publication of a new book
about vintage toy trains generates
plenty of excitement in the hobby
because collectors and operators
constantly want to learn more. Little won-
der the arrival of Authoritative Guide to
Lionel’s Postwar Operating Cars from Proj-
ect Roar Publishing in 2005 motivated
many people to spend more time studying
the innovative and entertaining operating
boxcars, dump cars, and many others.

A second printing of that influential
volume by Joe Algozzini and Emanuel
Piazza provides more details on packets
and instruction sheets, enhanced photos
and visual annotations, and sharper
images. Among the models updated in the
160-page book is the No. 3530 Operating
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STORY BY ROGER CARP

Generator Car, cataloged by Lionel from
1956 through 1958. Let’s turn our atten-
tion to a car with several unique features.

SPECIALIZED FREIGHT CAR
The toy train market was undergoing sig-
nificant changes in the middle of the
1950s. By 1954, both the Lionel Corp. and
the A.C. Gilbert Co. had revamped their
rosters of freight cars to the point that they
had all basic car types covered. Modern
tank cars, gondolas, refrigerator cars, open
and covered hoppers, and boxcars filled
the O and S gauge product lines of the two
giants of the North American market.

As a consequence, the designers of Lio-
nel and American Flyer trains made
efforts to discover and study other, more

specialized kinds of contemporary rolling
stock. Their research helped them discover
flatcars and boxcars that had been modi-
fied by railroads or industries to safely and
efficiently transport specialized loads,
especially autos, tractor-trailers, construc-
tion equipment, and generators.

Of particular interest to men working
under the direction of Chief Engineer
Joseph Bonanno at the Lionel factory in
northern New Jersey was a novel piece of
equipment developed in the early 1950s by
the Electro-Motive Division of General
Motors. To their good fortune, EMD sent
to the Engineering Department several
photos and descriptions of its latest equip-
ment, including “Motive Power Units.”

The first such pieces reached customers



in 1954. They were, in essence, boxcars
housing a standard 567 motor plus a gen-
erator usually made by EMD. The mobile
units served to supply electric power for
carnivals and other businesses that trav-
eled or areas crippled by a natural disaster
and therefore in need of electricity.

A clever member of Bonanno’s staff
realized a model of such an interesting
piece of rolling stock, combined with an
operating searchlight, would delight kids.

<« Lionel based its No. 3530 Operating Generator Car on a prototype from the Electro-
Motive Division of General Motors. The most thorough and up-to-date account of the O
gauge model appears in the brand-new printing of Authoritative Guide to Lionel’s Postwar
Operating Cars (projectroar.com). Photo by Joe Algozzini

To replicate the 1,000-kilowatt mobile
power station, designers started by creat-
ing a new body shell similar in size and
appearance to the one used for 6464 box-
cars. Workers molded the shell of blue
polystyrene and painted a white lightning-
bolt stripe across each side. They painted
the doors a matching shade of blue. White
graphics were hot-stamped on blue plastic;
blue graphics were hot-stamped on white.

The orange generator looked familiar
to anyone who owned a searchlight car. As
for the floodlight itself, Lionel borrowed
the new type held by a magnet to the base
of the No. 3650 Searchlight Extension Car,
which also made its debut in 1956.

HOW IT WORKED

Lionel introduced the 11-inch-long Oper-
ating Generator Car in 1956, but it elected
to offer the 3530 only as a separate-sale
item priced at $12.95. As noted in Authori-
tative Guide to Lionel’s Postwar Operating
Cars, changes were still being made to the
appearance of the novel car between the
time the annual advance catalog was
issued at the start of 1956 and when the
consumer catalog arrived in the early fall.
Precisely how parts and graphic details
were altered during the car’s production

run were outlined in depth in that book,
including the new printing.

Regarding how to operate the 3530,
owners were directed to the instruction
sheet. They first connected wires from the
car to the transformer pole and search-
light. Next, they parked the car on a siding
or main line. It picked up current from the
rails via a contact roller, which in turn
directed current from the active rails to
the pole and the searchlight through a pair
of green wires (“cables”) clipped to the two
terminals mounted on the roof of the car.
Manipulating a switch attached to the left-
hand door activated the light inside the
generator car and set off a humming
sound intended to simulate the creation of
energy. Meanwhile, the searchlight was
beaming brightly.

The show put on by the Operating
Generator Car must have been a hit with
consumers because Lionel executives not
only brought it back for a second year in
1957 but they also used it in two cataloged
O gauge outfits: the Nos. 2291W and
2295W. A year later, the 3530 was packed
in just one O gauge set — the No. 2519W.
It was dropped from the line after 1958
and so was no longer made available for
separate sale at $12.95.

This detailed photo from the new printing of Authoritative Guide to Lionel’s Postwar
Operating Cars outlines in detail how parts and graphics were changed by Lionel.

i Plain Door Guide

i | 1 Dimpled Door Guide

Riveted Door Guide
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BUILD A PORTABLE
MULTI-LEVEL LAYOUT

This compact line is lightweight, movable, and fun to operate

STORY AND PHOTOS BY PETER H. RIDDLE
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This layout measures 5% x 8 feet
and was built in lightweight sec-
tions that can disassemble. The
middle section is recessed and
became a canal and wharf. You
could instead elevate the middle
to become a hill or mountain.

The train yard serves freight

and passengers. The diner is a
converted Lionel No. 2400-series
coach from postwar days.




ouldn't it be wonderful if we
Wwere able to take our layouts

with us when we move? Or per-
haps you would like to display your layout
in a temporary location, such as a library
or a hospital children’s ward? A portable
layout can meet these needs.

The minimum area for an O or S gauge
railroad is probably 4 x 8 feet, conve-
niently accommodated by the availability
of plywood sheets in that size. However, it
is difficult to create an interesting track
plan within those confines.

If we widen the layout by a mere 18
inches, new possibilities open up. For
proof, just look at the photos on these two
pages and the accompanying illustrations.

There’s room for scenery in separated
areas: a small town, a railyard, an operat-
ing sawmill, and plenty of track-free space
in the center for scenery. While I devoted
this area to a canal and wharf, it could be
an industrial complex, a town or city, an
amusement park, or a forest or prairie.

As a bonus, this compact layout (only
44 square feet in size) may be made com-
pletely portable. If built in a conventional
manner, it will be a relatively permanent
structure, too heavy to move easily and
too wide to pass through standard-size
doors. In fact, any type of construction
that depends primarily on lumber will be
too heavy to be practical for portability.

Simple table construction keeps the weight of the layout low (lightweight pine lumber
and Styrofoam tops). Nail-in furniture gliders on the bottoms of the legs make the
tables easy to move. You can add casters with wheels instead.

—~

Business district

Passing siding

Uncoliple Residential

Stub s\iding

Pier
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illustrations by Kellie Jaeger

2'x4' x 16" Optix Fluorescent
ceiling light cover

Foam
extensions

2'x8' x2" Styrofoam insulation board

2'x8'x2" Styrofoam insulation board

Left table frame

2" x3" clear pine lumber or MDF board

Right table frame
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The left and right tables of the layout overlap the center table to
form the walls of the canal. The edges of the layout are trimmed
with window casing and quarter-round molding.

My new layout is almost feather-light
by comparison. The tabletops are made
from sheets of Styrofoam, with support
structures made from pieces of 1 x 2 and
1 x 3 clear pine lumber. Styrofoam is also
good for creating scenery — easy to carve
into hills and tunnels or hollow out to
make ponds, lakes, or valleys.

STARTING THE BUILD
To build my canal railroad, I first designed
three 2 x 8-foot tables that I arranged side
by side. If they were all the same height
above the floor, I would have had a flat
area measuring 6 x 8 feet. I wanted my
canal to be 8 scale feet (2 inches) below
the surrounding land, so I built the center
table 2 inches shorter.

I constructed box-shaped frames and
L-shaped legs for the tables, one of which
is shown in Photo 1. The top surface is a 2
x 8-foot sheet of Styro-
foam insulation that’s 2
inches thick. Table con-
struction is beyond the
scope of this article, but
plans and instructions
may be found in past
issues of Classic Toy Trains
and other publications
from Firecrown Media.

Two of the tables mea-
sure 34 inches from floor
to top, while the center
table is 2Vi6 inches
shorter. The frames are 8
feet long, but only 21
inches wide, which allows
the foam tops of the outer
two tables to overhang
their frames by 3 inches
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The control panel is located on a
corner of the left table. The wires
are routed underneath to the
various switches, buttons, and
controllers. From there they go to
the track and accessories.

on one side. In addition, they both overlap
table in the center by 3 inches to represent
concrete walls that are 8 scale feet (2
inches) high.

Sheets of Styrofoam insulation are
manufactured with narrow side extensions
to overlap with each other and form an
airtight seal in the walls of homes. I used
the extensions to form stepped walls on
both sides of the canal (Photo 2). As
noted, the assembled layout shown in
Photo 4 measures 5% x 8 feet.

To create the canal, I painted the top
surface of the center table with medium
and light shades of blue paint to simulate
deeper and shallower water. I covered it
with two 2 x 4-feet sheets of Optix Fluo-
rescent Ceiling Acrylic Lighting Panels
(No. 1435020A) laid end to end. These
Vi6'-thick translucent panels come with
different surface textures, one of which,
called “Cracked Ice,
closely resembles the
wind-blown surface of
water (Photo 8).

The left side of
Photo 7 shows the
three tables coming
together before the
addition of track and
bridges. I painted the
surfaces that will be
exposed to look like
concrete. I trimmed
the sides of the tables
with 214"-wide decora-
tive window casing and
quarter-round mold-
ing, also painted gray.

The three tables
may be configured in

Two shades of commercial blue paint that nicely show through the
translucent plastic light cover suggest varying depths of water in
the canal. A simple yet highly effective visual effect.

different ways, depending upon the type
of scenery desired in the middle of the lay-
out. For example, if the center table legs
are 2 inches longer than the legs on the
outer tables, they can provide an elevated
area (Photo 6). In this case, the frames of
the outer tables measure a full 24 inches
wide, while the center table frame is only
18 inches wide. The top overhangs 3
inches on each side.

Styrofoam insulation is easily carved to
almost any shape with a knife or more eas-
ily with an electric foam cutting tool. Lay-
ers can be cemented together to form hills,
mountains, and tunnels, or they can be
hollowed out to make valleys or ponds.

Once the tables were joined together, I
installed the Lionel FasTrack, inserting the
wiring leads through holes punched in the
Styrofoam. I used 2%" No. 6 wood screws
to secure the track to the surface. (Styro-
foam insulation is dense enough to hold
these long screws tightly.) I also punched
wiring holes for operating accessories,
such as the sawmill, lighted buildings, and
the transformer and control switches and
push buttons (Photo 9).

To simplify hooking up the wiring, I
placed each of the outer tables on its side
atop a long table (Photo 10). This allowed
me to connect everything from the com-
fort of a chair or stool, rather than sitting
crouched on the floor to work overhead
beneath the layout. The wiring is kept neat
and secure with nylon cable ties and plas-
tic “staples” with attached nails that can be
pressed into the Styrofoam.

Track power, ground, and accessory
circuits are routed from the left table to
the right one through a disconnect-type
wiring harness, such as an automotive




trailer hitch lighting connector. This har-
ness bypasses the center table, which does
not require any electrical connections. If
your center table contains buildings, lights
or animations, a second disconnect har-
ness will be required.

I tested everything under power to be
sure it all worked. I then installed brass
cabinet hardware on both ends of the lay-
out (visible along the bottom right portion
of Photo 1) to hold the tables tightly
together and in proper alignment when
they were assembled.

Next came the installation of buildings
and scenery. With nothing farther than
about 2 feet from a table edge, this was an
easy and enjoyable task. Small details (fig-
ures, picnic tables, children’s toys, and lob-
ster traps), are attached with CA (cyanoac-
rylate adhesive), commonly called “super
glue” (Photos 2 and 11).

The final step was to add items not per-
manently attached to the tables. These
details included ceramic buildings and
other structures, pairs of the bridge sup-
ports at either end of the layout, vehicles,
and boats — and the trains, of course.

To make wiring the layout easier, the author recommends elevating and rotating the table. It
proves to be more comfortable than sitting on the floor and working above your head.

When moving the layout any distance,
you must detach the bridges and approach
track sections when separating the tables.
These items and loose details can be
packed in boxes for transport.

If the layout is going to another room
in the house or to a nearby home within
walking distance, each of these rigid yet
lightweight tables can easily be carried by
two people. For somewhat more distant

moves, you'll most likely need a long-bed
pickup truck or a cube van. And for long-
distance or cross-country moves, you
should contact a van line with a reputation
for handling fragile items.

Transporting this portable O gauge lay-
out involves a little work, but far less than
tearing it down and rebuilding it from
scratch in a new location. I hope you'll
consider my method and give it a try!

Some folks who live on Main Street are employed by the seafood canning company located across the harbor. The lobster boat and skiff
(center) are kits from Frenchman River Model Works; the rowboat is from Arttista; and the canoes are from Woodland Scenics. Vehicles
come from different manufacturers, and the trains handling the movement of freight and people are by Lionel.
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American Flyer’'s No. 807 Boxcar

THE "COOKIE BOX" TANTALIZED SWEET-TOOTHED S GAUGERS

he postwar era saw the
T introduction of boxcars

with eye-catching paint
schemes and memorable nick-
names as railroads set out to
expand their services and win
over more customers. Some of
the most famous of them were
Baltimore & Ohio Time-Saver
Service, Bangor & Aroostook
State of Maine Products, and
Missouri Pacific Eagle Mer-
chandise Service. Also
renowned were the “Cookie
Box” boxcars operated on the
Denver & Rio Grande Western.

Toy train manufacturers,

always seeking to satisfy their
loyal fans and broaden their
audience, paid close attention
to what was happening on full-
size railroads. No surprise then
that the giants of the field —
the Lionel Corp. and the A.C.
Gilbert Co. — brought out
miniature versions of the most
impressive boxcars for their O
and S gauge rosters. Curiously,
while Lionel planned but never
finished creating a Cookie Box
model, the American Flyer line
featured a pair. Let’s turn our
attention to the first of them,
the No. 807, cataloged in 1957.
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THEY DID EXIST

What designers at the Gilbert
Co. developed for the lineup in
1957 did exist. Cute as the
American Flyer 807 and its
successor (the No. 24039 cata-
loged in 1959) were, they rep-
resented more than what an
imaginative employee dreamed
up to entice kids. The Denver
& Rio Grande Western RR
owned a whopping 77 of them.

Among the businesses in
Denver using the D&RGW for
shipping its finished goods was
a massive bakery located west
of the railroad’s North Yard. It
was owned by Bowman Biscuit
Co., itself a division of United
Biscuit Co. Bowman would
later change its name to one
recognizable from coast to
coast: Keebler. Everyone is
familiar with the cartoon elves
used as its mascots.

Bowman typically sent off
its cookies, pastries, and other
delectables as single-car ship-
ments to its distribution cen-
ters scattered throughout the
western part of the country.
Therefore, it made good busi-
ness sense for the D&RGW to
rebuild some of its standard

40-foot boxcars to handle that
specialized service.

The modifications to rolling
stock made by the Pressed
Steel Car Co. took place
between 1949 and 1961.
Besides adding insulation and
plywood doors to the interior
of each brown boxcar, the rail-
road repainted them. The 10
cars redone in 1949 were
painted white with black ends.
The 37 cars redone in 1954-55
and the 30 cars redone in 1961
were painted an aluminum
color with black ends. All of
them had black lettering with
the “Cookie Box” log in red.

GILBERT'S TURN

The Cookie Box insulated box-
cars made headlines in the rail-
road industry, and executives
at the Gilbert Co. thought kids
would fall in love with an S
gauge model they envisioned
as brimming over with baked
sweets of every kind. So, with
the American Flyer line
expanding in 1957 with a
handful of slightly simpler and
less-expensive types of freight
cars in the new No. 800 series,
key decision makers concluded

that the time was right to
include a Cookie Box car.

The 807 had a white plastic
body that typically was left
unpainted; scarce and highly
valued examples painted either
cream or white have been
reported. As opposed to the
more deluxe boxcars in the No.
900 series, the 807 did not
come with doors that could be
slid open or shut. Again, rare
examples did have them.

According to the first vol-
ume of Greenberg’s Guide to
American Flyer S Gauge (1997),
the plastic shell was secured to
a Type I or Type II sheet-metal
frame. Other features of the
Cookie Box car included a
one-piece brake wheel, Type 9
sintered-iron side frame
trucks, knuckle couplers, and
simulated door guides integral
to the body or black metal
door guides fastened with riv-
ets. Examples in excellent con-
dition go for less than $50.

LEARN MORE

You can read an article about
the prototype D&RGW Cookie
Box insulated boxcars on
Trains.com.
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Track plan contest winner

COMPACT O GAUGE LAYOUT WITH
MULTI-TRAIN OPERATION

STORY BY WESLEY E. SWARTZ
ILLUSTRATIONS BY KELLIE JAEGER

MY SUBMISSION TO THE CONTEST |
HAS FIVE BASIC FEATURES:

( A double reversing loop

@ Multiple loops for simultaneous operation of
several trains

® Interconnections between the multiple loops
@ Two levels of track

(® A ramp connecting the two levels of track

My Uncle Jim incorporated many of
these features in the layouts he built at
Christmas between 1956 and 1994. His
layouts were made with Lionel O gauge
tubular track. Later layouts added an inde-
pendent Super O loop with a siding. This
FasTrack plan does not duplicate any of
my uncle’s layouts, but it does incorporate
all five features for operating fun.

Track on the first level is blue (beginner
track plan) and black (full-size track plan);
track on the second level is green; and
track on the ramp connecting the two lev-
els is red. I have not shown placement of
power track sections, but I recommend
ample use of Lionel No. 12053 power wires
spaced to minimize voltage drops due to
resistance through the track joints.

The room is 9 x 11 feet with a small
operating/observing area accessible from
the entrance doorway. The pond should be
lower than the first-level track via a low-
ered cutout. I used %"-thick pine boards
and plywood, which are sturdy for walk-
ing/crawling on top for construction and
repairs, with 2 x 4s and 2 x 6s spaced 2 feet
apart for underneath support.

I had ample %" materials; otherwise

%"-thick plywood would be sufficient with
reduced spacing of the underneath sup-
port. Not shown is needed additional sup-
port under the second level of track.

Note the double reversing loop as the
innermost circuit of track. A starter layout
could begin with this double reversing
loop (Fig. 1). A train can go around the
oval or reverse back and forth on the dog-
bone reversing sections. A siding provides
the first portion of the exit of Fig. 1, going
clockwise into the next two concentric
loops via long connecting paths that can
also serve as sidings.

The third loop has a connecting path
back to the second loop, which connects
to the ramp going to the second level. The
second level has a small loop and a revers-
ing path that can send a train back down a
path going counterclockwise and eventu-
ally returning to the double reversing loop.

For multi-train operation, the loops are
electrically isolated with either No. 12060
insulated block 5" sections or No. 12073
1%" straight sections with the jumper
wires removed. Four trains can run on the
independent loops using the four main
throttles of the type-ZW transformers.
The other four ZW outputs provide ample
power for the accessories. Running just
one train can also be interesting because of
the complex routes it can take.

My choice of accessories was mostly
from my own collection or something I
would like to add. The turnout controllers
shown are for O-22 and/or O-72 because
my version of RRTrack had none for Fas-
Track turnouts.

LIONEL ACCESSORY LIST

15 12038 FASTRACK TRESTLE

1 12730 GIRDER BRIDGE

12772 EXTENSION TRUSS BRIDGE
12898 FLAGPOLE

12944 SUNOCO OIL DERRICK
12958 INDUSTRIAL WATER TOWER
12966 ROTARY BEACON

12968 GIRDER BRIDGE

14111 IR CONTROLLER

14152 133 STATION

22931 CANTILEVER SIGNAL BRIDGE
22944 OPERATING SEMAPHORE SIGNAL
2306 ICE STATION

24176 IRENE'S DINER

34108 SUBURBAN HOUSE

34122 BUNGALOW WITH GARAGE
37903 CELL PHONE TOWER

37944 WEATHERED WATER TOWER
62716 SHORT EXTENSION BRIDGE
9220 MILK CAR PLATFORM

Y N gy

LIONEL FASTRACK COMPONENTS
Quantity Description/Number

3 [ 1.375-inch straight (12073)
2 [ 4.5-inch straight (12025)
4 [ 5-inch straight (12024)

8 [ 10-inch straight (12014)

2 [ 30-inchsstraight (12042)

2 @ 0-31curve, 11.25-degree (81662)

11 @ 0-31 curve, 45-degree (37103)

6 ® 0-31Fitter Curve (81662X)

3 A 0-31right-hand TMCC track switch (81253)
2 A 0-31left-hand TMCC track switch (81254)
LIONEL FASTRACK COMPONENTS

Quantity Description/Number

6 [ 1.375-inch straight (12073)

5 [X] 1.375-inch straight (12000X)

2 [ 1.75-inch straight (12026)

6 [ 4.5-inchstraight (12025)

9 [ 5-inch straight (12024)

2 [i 5-inchIsolator (12029)

23 M 10-inch straight (12014)

1 E 10-inch Insulated Track (12027)
11 [ 30-inch straight (12042)

2 @ 0-31curve, 11.25-degree (81662)
20 @ 0-31curve, 45-degree (37103)
10 ® 0-31Fitter Curve (81662X)

4 @ 0-36 curve, 11.25-degree (12023)
1 @ 0-36curve, 22.5-degree (12022)

6 O 0-36curve, 45-degree (12015)

11 @ 0-48 curve, 30-degree (12043)

2 @ 0-48 curve, 15-degree (16834)

16 @ 0-60 curve, 22.5-degree (12056)

5 A\ 0-31right-hand TMCC track switch (81253)
3 A\ 0-31left-hand TMCC track switch (81254)
2 A 0-36right-hand TMCC track switch (16825)
3 A\ 0-36left-hand TMCC track switch (16824)
1 A\ 0-48 left-hand TMCCtrack switch (16830)

1 [0] Operating track (12054)

7 Block Break (12060)

CONTEST WINNER

Classic Toy Trains and the Lionel Collectors Club of America congratulate Wes Swartz as the second-
place winner of our recent contest. The first-place winner will be featured in the Summer 2025 issue.
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FIGURE 1: STARTER TRACK PLAN
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ONE AND DONE FOR
MARX TRAINS

Short-lived venture into the world of trading stamps

STORY AND PHOTOS BY JOHN LUCHIN JR.

ow many readers of Classic Toy Trains who grew up in the

1950s and ’60s remember trading stamps? Certain retailers,

mostly grocery stores and gasoline service stations, gave

minimal cash value paper stamps with each purchase in
hopes of winning more loyal customers. The concept must have
worked because by the postwar era there were many brands of stamps:
Plaid, Top Value, King Korn, Blue Chip, Eagle, and Gold Bond.
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By far the largest trading stamp brand
was Sperry & Hutchinson (S & H) Green
Stamps. It rivaled the U.S. Post Office for
the number of stamps printed annually.
Every time you spent a dime in a partici-
pating store you received one S & H Green
Stamp to paste into a booklet known as an
“S&H Quick Saver Book.” You collected
filled-up books until you had enough to
exchange them at a Green Stamps redemp-
tion store for “valuable distinguished mer-
chandise,” such as housewares, appliances,



The Marx 0-27 steam freight set shown running
under the author’s Christmas tree originated as a
special promotional item that was available only

through S & H Green Stamps in 1965.

furniture, tools, and sporting goods. And a
huge variety of toys that included our
favorite, electric trains!

LIONEL AND THEN MARX

The first time the S & H Green Stamps
catalog (known as “The Sperry &
Hutchinson Company Ideabook of Distin-
guished Merchandise”) had an electric
train was 1960. It was a Lionel promo-
tional outfit. For six books filled with
pasted-down Green Stamps, you received
a set consisting of a non-smoking steam
locomotive and tender, four pieces of roll-
ing stock, 10 sections of O-27 track, and a
transformer. Lionel sets with this same
mix of train, track, and transformer were
represented for the next four years.

For “S & H Green Stamps Ideabook
#70,” printed in 1965, the offering was not
a Lionel train set but one assembled by
Louis Marx & Co. The set was identified
by S & H as No. 6-P4812*. The asterisk
meant the train was available only at larger
redemption stores; otherwise, it needed to
be ordered specially by any of the smaller
redemption centers.

The set, which was identified on the
box as Marx No. 31875, was led by a No.
666 black die-cast metal steamer with a
headlight but no smoke mechanism and a
Union Pacific plastic slope-back tender.
The 2-4-2 locomotive and its tender pulled
four pieces of rolling stock: Nos. 51110

1 Only *31876 Electric Train Set
" Mado in U.5.4. by Loois Marx & €o. fre.
Girard, Pa. 18417 @ -

I —1 _.JI

The S & H Green Stamps Marx train
set was identified as No. 6-P4812. A
close look at its set box revealed it
was also identified as Marx No. 31875.

The Sperry & Hutchinson Co., which issued trading
stamps through the 20th century, did not offer an elec-

tric train until it unveiled a Lionel outfit in 1960. It made
available for 1965 only a Marx 0-27 set led by a No. 666

steamer with four pieces of rolling stock.

Southern Ry. automobile carrier with four
plastic autos, 43461 Pacific Fruit Express
refrigerator car, 51170 Erie RR gondola,
and 3900 Union Pacific caboose. Also
included with the Marx set were 10 pieces
of O-27 track and a 50-watt transformer.

FURTHER THOUGHTS

I have examined two original boxed exam-
ples of Marx set 6-P4812. One has a
Sperry & Hutchinson label indicating it
was shipped from its store in Fort Worth,
Texas, to its store in Oklahoma City, Okla.
This suggests the train set was specially
ordered. The other boxed example has
only a small price sticker with the order
number 6-P4812.

While researching Marx set 31875, I
found a promotional photograph of a sim-
ilar set labeled No. 52875 in the second
volume of Greenberg’s Guide to Marx
Trains. The only difference was that it had
a smoking locomotive as opposed to the
non-smoker listed in the S & H catalog.
Marx listed set 52875 in its catalogs for
1965 and 1966, only there the tender and

caboose were lettered for the New York
Central rather than the Union Pacific.

Why did Marx offer S & H a steamer
without smoke? Eliminating that feature
would have lowered the wholesale cost
and made Marx’s price a competitive alter-
native to Lionel. Interestingly, the Marx set
in the S & H catalog for 1965 didn’t return
a year later. In fact, no sets from Marx or
Lionel were in the “S & H Green Stamps
Ideabook” for 1966. Nor were any electric
train sets ever offered again by the trading
stamps giant.

According to Authoritative Guide to
Lionel’s Promotional Outfits 1960-1969
(Project Roar Publishing), a Lionel set was
planned for S & H in 1966, but for
unknown reasons the order was later can-
celed. It might have been due to cost ver-
sus demand since by the mid-1960s toy
trains were on the wane. Instead, Aurora
slot-car raceways, Hot Wheels vehicles,
and Motorific torture tracks were the new
rage among young boys. Whether other
trading stamp firms reacted in the same
way remains to be learned.
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m QUESTIONS & ANSWERS BY JOSEPH L. MANIA & THE CTT STAFF

Identifying original Lionel No. 773 Hudsons
TIPS TO TELL ONE FROM 1950 WITH A REPRODUCTION

At toy train shows | attend | occasionally will see Lionel
No. 773 locomotives for sale. | learned that in the past a
Hudson Product Loco Conversion Kit (No. HPCT200) was

available. How can you tell if a 773 Hudson is an original or a con-

version that’s been stamped 773? As you're well aware these

engines aren't cheap, and | would like to be sure I'm getting what

| want to be paying for. — Rick Mirarchi

The Lionel No. 6464-1 Western Pacific
boxcar, like other cars painted silver,
looks fantastic when new. But what do
you do when the dirt takes over?

Cleaning silver rolling stock

Any advice on how to safely clean a Lionel No. 6464-1

Western Pacific boxcar? Will anything improve the silver?

What can remove stains and blotches? My question
applies to some other silver-painted rolling stock. — Leo Gordon

cleans Lionel silver without dulling it. If your boxcar is

really filthy, getting it clean yet leaving it dull may be a
trade-off you can live with. If it’s fairly clean and bright with
just a few stains marring the appearance, my advice is leave it
alone and don’t look too closely!

B Sad to say but I've never come across anything that
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The Lionel No. 773 Hudson
steam locomotive and ten-
der first cataloged in 1950 is
one of the most desirable O
gauge models of the post-
war era. There are a few
subtle ways to distinguish
between an original and a
Hudson Products reissue.

I'm not familiar with the conversion kit you mentioned,
Abut I am familiar with the Hudson Products reproduction
of the prewar Lionel No. 700E scale Hudson. The boiler
made by Hudson Products, along with all the castings, is pewter
whereas the original castings were fabricated out of a zinc alloy.
In addition, the added trim found on the Hudson Products
engine replicates what Lionel put on its 700E. Lionel did not
include that trim on the 773. In fact, when Lionel introduced the
773 in 1950, it modified the boiler so separate details added to
the 700E were molded in place.

Crossing gates won't work

I own several versions of the Lionel No. 152 Automatic

Crossing Gate (prewar and postwar, plus the MTH

remake of an original No. 152). All of them are in various
states of inoperability following many years of regular use on
my O gauge layout.

The problem tends to be that the arm on my crossing gate
doesn't return to the “up” position. Adjusting the spring really
hasn't helped. Could the spring/plunger have magnetized
from repeated energizing of the coil? Has debris settled in the
shaft where the plunger rides? Or do | need to lubricate the
crossing gates? — Max Theodore

there’s nothing for it to be attracted to. Dirt or debris

may be hindering the movement. Also, if the spring is
too tight, it will stretch until the gate won’t go down and
must be adjusted to ease the tension because there isn’t
enough strength in the spring to properly adjust.

I have always completely disassembled my Lionel crossing
gates before cleaning and reassembling them. If the spring is
stretched, you can cut a turn or two off it to make it the cor-
rect length. And the shaft will need to be carefully driven out.
Last but never least, you should not forget to remove the
solenoid from the bottom.

u Even if the solenoid plunger becomes magnetized,



I recently took out of

storage my K-Line No.

K3688-4449W Southern
Pacific Daylight GS-4 steam
engine and tender to operate on
my O gauge layout. Unfortunately,
all the locomotive did was run a
few inches and then stall before
refusing to move. All its other
functions, including RailSounds,

smoke, bell, and whistle, work fine.

| wanted to reprogram my GS-4,
as outlined in the direction sheet,
which said to turn the switch

on the locomotive from “RUN"

to "PROGRAM'" However, | can't
seem to find a switch labeled “no
run-program.” What suggestions
can you share with me to get my
K-Line steamer up and running
again? — Stephen Branch

The REV switch on your
steamer is also the Run/
Program switch. If all your

other functions work properly, reprogram-
ming it may not be the issue. Check for
binding of the drive train. Occasionally,
the cast frame or wheels warp and bind
things, which will explain why your
steamer just crept and stalled. If attempted
long enough while stalled, the motor or
motor driver board may be damaged.

| want to convert operation of

my home O gauge layout from

conventional operation to Lionel
Legacy. | am currently running trains using
a Lionel CW-80 transformer. Can | use the
CW-80 with Legacy equipment? What other
equipment will | need? — Dean Saville

Lionel's website recommends a

power supply with 7.5 to 10 amps of

current to run Legacy trains. The
CW-80, at just 5 amps, won't be able to
handle the job. So, you'll need a larger
power supply. You'll need a Legacy Power-
Master brick to talk to the remote control.
And you'll need a remote control, such as

a Lionel No. 14295 Legacy Command Set
or No. 37147 CAB-1/Basel Command Set.

According to an email exchange
between Classic Toy Trains Editor Rene
Schweitzer and Lionel, if you want to use
CAB-2, CAB-3, or BASE-3, you'll need a
TPC300 or 400 that connects to the
BASE3 via the LCS SER2 (the middle port
on the back). You can also use a Legacy
PowerMaster or PowerMaster 360 with a
ZW-L transformer. This combination will
require only that the binding post wire be
connected to the BASE3. You can learn
more by going to control.lionel.com.

Rene points out that you can run Leg-
acy locomotives that have Bluetooth using
the LionChief app. You don't need the
PowerMaster or remote control to use the
LionChief app, but your locomotive must
have Bluetooth installed for it to work.
Some functions, like smoke output, may
not be available in the LionChief app. Be
aware that you need to remain trackside
while using the app. If you step too far
away from the layout, the locomotive will
disconnect from the app.

WORLD’S LARGEST LIONEL DEALER FOR OVER 50 YEARS

781-321-0090

with Over 12,000 items listed m

N gHO 0 e o
scALE [l SCALE GAUGE efjift Centificate S |
—

qules Ro Supply Company

662 Cross Street, Malden, MA 02148

ANNiversaRY

S | sl

ORDER ON LINE or Call Toll Free:
800-225-4424 - 800-225-4425

W@UF@@@@Q@V‘F@ @QQW@B@H‘FE

— Large Inventory & Great Prices _».u::.,

Gift Card

TOLL FREE FOR ORDERS 1-800-225-4424 = 1-800-225-4425 » FAX 1-781-321-6459
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Lionel®, MTH Trains®
& All Scale Sales,
Factory Trained

: Service Center, Sales/
o s Consignment Services

www.berkshiretrains.com

| [FERKSHIRE \
25 TRAINS

209 Rosemont Gdn

RAILROADING

816-252-4605 | www.brennansmodelrr.com

MODEL RAIL SCENES

CUSTOM LAYOUT
SERVICES
207-564-0705

LEN CARPARELLI

" TR e R
L&L Model Train Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com
1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 « (201) 438-1266
Visit our website to download our free catalog.

TRAINS & MORE, LLC

AF TRAINS & PARTS
AFCC, NASG, TCA, TTCS & TT0S
P.0. Box 1751 - Manchester, CT 06045-1751
860-432-2124 - trainsmore@aol.com
www.trainsmore.com

How long a backdrop do you need?
O S 6-it linkable backdrops

ceniking...

“Your S-Gauge
Specialists !”

ON-LINE AMERICAN
FLYER PARTS CATALOG

Port Lines

HOBBY

www.portlines.com

doug@portlines.com
(978) 465-8798

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models,
& other S-gauge products!

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies
Located in the heart of Bald Knob

Visit,our historic 1915 MoPac Depot,
,%nd Regional Rail Museum

870-692-8273 athtrains@yahoo.com

Pre-Warf Pnst-War Parts
(OLLECTOR COLOR PAINT
Model Engineering Works

12& SOUTH LINE STREET LANSDALE, PA 1944.5
WWwW.HENNINGSTRAINS.COM

'J\dﬁ;éilwhk MMR

www.raildesignservices.com

Design model railroad layouts in any scale or revamp any
existing track plan to suit your specific requirements. Original
railroad logos and signs. Custom structure and car building .
Let s bring your dream rallrothnhfe TP
i O ‘,' . ) i 1=
i W

LIONEL-TYPE

2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE

NEW
PRODUCTS!

ARE

Gregory Hake Auctions
Vintage Train & Toy Experts

Buying, Selling, Consigning
www.gregoryhakeauctions.com

314-239-8541
email:deborah@gregoryhakeauctions.com

P30445

60 Classic Toy Trains « SPRING 2025

Quality Products Made in USA!
., Turntables
b « Transfer Tables 'k'u
Coal \
Dumpers,
Coal Loaders
& Conveyors

www.millhouseriverstudio.com
[ 7 1L6) 83 0-5267

TRAINS

Visit us online for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com

When contacting
advertisers, mention
you saw their ad in

magazine!

Trains.com/ctt/subscription-plans/



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains
merchandise. CLASSIC TOY TRAINS reserves the right to edit undesirable
copy or to refuse listing.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion — $1.06 per word, 4 insertions — 92¢ per
word. $35 minimum order per issue. Payment must accompany the ad. To
receive the discount you must order and prepay for all ads at one time. Count
all initials, single numbers, groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4's), names,
address number, street number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400
E Depot Ave., Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 9 words.

Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times, admission
fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to contact for
information. Name, daytime telephone number and street address of the

person providing the information is also required but need not be included in
the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be published in the issue month
that the event occurs in. Additional months are available at the $45 per issue
fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in bold
face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to ensure
accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when
using a P.0. Box in your ad, a street address.

SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising
18650 W. Corporate Dr., Ste. 103, Brookfield, W1 53045

E-mail: classads@firecrown.com

Schedule of Events

CO, DENVER: Rocky Mountain Train Show. April 5-6, 2025.
National Western Complex, 4655 Humboldt St., Denver, CO
80216. Saturday, 9:00am-5:00pm, Sunday 9:00am-4:00pm.
3 acres of model trains, all scales, 30 layouts, 700 sales
tables, clinics and more. Admission $15.00, under 12/scouts
in uniform FREE. Discounted tickets available for military/first
responders through VetTix.org. Free Parking. 303-364-0274,
www.RockyMountainTrainShow.com

FL, BROOKSVILLE: Regal Railways presents Toy Trains &
Hobby Show. Hernando Fairgrounds, 6436 Broad St.,
Brooksville, FL 34601. Saturday, May 17, 2025.
9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00 adults, children under 12
free. Vendors and operating layout. Lunch available. Contact:
Joe at 727-244-1341 or visit: www.regalrailways.com for
more information.

FL, CRYSTAL RIVER: Regal Railways presents Toy Trains
& Hobby Show. Florida National Guard Armory, 8551 W.
Venable St., Crystal River, FL 34429. Saturday, April 12, 2025,
9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00 adults, children under 12
free. Vendors and operating layout. Lunch items available.
Contact Joe: 727-244-1341 or visit www.regalrailways.com
for more information.

FL, PINELLAS PARK: Suncoast Model Railroad Club Train
Show/Open House. Saturday, April 5, 2025. SHOW- New venue!
Pinellas Performing Arts Center, 4951 78th Avenue N., Zip:
33781. 9am-3pm. Admission: $8.00, Children $3.00, under
11-free. Free parking. Tables: Event Planner, smrrclub@gmail.com,
727-523-1860. OPEN CLUBHOUSE- 12355 62nd Street
North, Suite A, Largo, FL 33773. Admission: FREE.
www.suncoastmrrc.com

MI, LINCOLN PARK: Lincoln Park Train Club Train Show
(Buy & Swap). Saturday, March 29, 2025, 11am-3pm. JFK
Memorial Bldg., 3240 Ferris Ave., Lincoln Park, M| 48146.
Admission is $5.00, under 12 FREE. Vendor tables are
$20.00. For more info: Bob @ 734-675-5712 or Henry @
313-623-8581 or John @ 734-676-8645.

NC, RALEIGH: Neuse River Valley Model RR Club 8th
annual SPRING INTO TRAINS Show; NC State Fairgrounds,
Exposition Center, 4825 Trinity Road; May 3-4, Sat 9-5;
Sun 9-4. Admission: $10 covers both days, children 12 and
under free w/adult. 300 tables of model railroading,
9 operating layouts. Contact Bob Witwer, bobwitwer@gmail.com,
919-632-0785; Visit www.nrvclub.net. Follow us on
Facebook.

NH, DOVER: The Great Northern New England Spring Train
Show. Dover Lodge of Elks #184, 282 Durham Road, Dover,
NH 03820. Saturday, April 5, 2025, 10:00am-3:00pm.
Admission: $5 per person, children under 12 free. Exhibitor
tables $35, includes entrance fee. All scales, operating layout,
railroadiana items, and food on premises. Contact Ed Martin,
efmenter@aol.com or 603-362-4300

NJ, BRICK: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The Brick
Train Show. Elks Lodge, 2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ
08723. Sunday, May 18, 2025, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission:
$7.00; under 12 free with adult. John LalLima 732-845-5966.
Go to www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Brick Show.

NJ, TOMS RIVER: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents
the Toms River Toy & Train Show. Elks Lodge, 600
Washington St., Toms River, NJ 08753. Sunday, April 6, 2025,
9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $7.00; under 12 free with adult.
John Lalima 732-845-5966. Go to www.eastcoasttrainparts.com
and click on Toms River Show.

NJ, WAYNE: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The
Wayne Train Show. P.A.L. Hall, 1 Pal Drive, Wayne, NJ 07470.
Sunday, March 23, 2025, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $7.00;
under 12 free with adult. John LalLima 732-845-5966. Go to
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Wayne Show.

NY, LINDENHURST: Long Island Classic Train Show/Swap
Meet. Fireman's Memorial Park, 555 Heling Blvd. (north of
Hartford St.), Lindenhurst, NY 11757. March 16, 2025,
September 14, 2025, and November 2, 2025. 8:30am-1:00pm.
Adults $5.00, under 16 free w/adult. 100+ tables. Handicap
accessible. Contact: John Mitchell 917-596-3494 or John Miata
516-353-1751. Email: LIClassicTrainShow@hotmail.com

OH, TOLEDO: Greater Toledo Train & Toy Show. Owens
Community College (SHAC), 30335 Oregon Rd., Perrysburg,
OH 43551. Sunday, March 9, 2025. “Early Birds” 9am $10.
General 11am $7. Children 12 and under are FREE with paid
adult. Show runs until 3pm. Contact: Randy Ramsey, 1566
South Ave., Toledo, OH 43609, 419-215-4181, email:
toledotoymasters@gmail.com, website: www.toymasters.org

OK, GREATER TULSA AREA Train Show. April 25-26.
Rhema Ninowski Recreation Center, 1367 West Kenosha,
Broken Arrow, OK. Friday April 25, 5-7PM; Saturday April 26,
9AM-3PM. Admission $5, kids under 18 free. Operating
Layouts, Door Prizes, Concessions. Over 100 vendors tables.
Presented by Heartland Toy Train Association.
www.HeartlandToyTrains.org

PA, CHESWICK: TRAIN SALE & SHOW: GET YOUR
CABOOSE, TOO! Pittsburgh Shrine Center, 1877 Shriners
Way, Cheswick, PA 15024. Saturday, April 5, 2025.
9am-3pm. Sponsored by the Fort Pitt Division of the Train
Collectors Association. 200+ tables; new & used trains: all
gauges. Please enjoy our event for S5 (under 18 free). All are
welcome! Info: www.HobbyTrainCollectors.org

PA, HAWLEY: Model Train Show & Sale. Hawley Fire
Department, 17 Columbus Ave., Hawley, PA 18428. Sunday,
April 13, 2025, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission $3.00, under 12
free with adult. Bill Delling, 618 Fern St., Hawley, PA 18428,
570-226-3206.

PA, YORK: Barry King Memorial Train Show, Reliance Fire
Hall, 1341 W. Market St., York, PA 17404. April 21-23, 2025,
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Free admission. Tables available - $60.00/table
for all 3 days. For vendor info contact Todd Metcalf, 860-432-2124,
trainsmore@aol.com. “Flyernut” Meeting Thursday, April 24,
7 p.m. in Orange Hall Meeting Room at the York Fairgrounds.

RI, COVENTRY: SNEC Toy Train Show. Sunday, May 18, 2025.
Hosted by the local TCA chapter. Club Jogues, 184 Boston St,
Coventry RI 02816. Show hours 9am-2pm, adult admission
$5, children 12 and under free. All gauges, open to the public.
Vendor tables, operating layout, giveaways. Visit
www.snechapter.org for show flyer and dealer reg forms.

TN, BULLS GAP: 3rd Annual Train Show 2025 sponsored
by Bulls Gap Railroad Museum. April 11 & 12 at Bulls Gap
Community Center (139 S Main St). Friday, April 11th,
9am-5pm; Saturday, April 12th, 9am-5pm. Admission: $5.
Children under 12 FREE. Table setup: $20 (April 10th). Food
and soft drinks available. Contact: Brittany 423-231-1555.

WA, SPOKANE: River City Modelers Spring Model Train
Show, Spokane Fairgrounds, 404 N. Havana. Sunday, March
9, 2025, 9:30am-3:30pm. Admission: adults $8, 12 & under
free. 200+ tables of Railroad related items for sale, operating
layouts, Free-MO, Operation Lifesaver & more. Free Parking.
For table rental or general info, contact: Shirley Sample,
509-991-2317 or shirley@busnws.com

All listed events were confirmed as active at the time of press.
Please contact event sponsor for current status of the event.

S Gauge for Sale

AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES. Visit
www.trainsmore.com or send $4.00 for printed catalog to
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL
AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets,
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more,
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $4.25 postage, Judy Hajash,
PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

0 Gauge For Sale

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets,
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, 027 & HO.
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $3.00
postage, Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005.
304-359-2194.

0 Gauge Wanted

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to
supply our large customer base. Modern era specialists- Lionel,
MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras.
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over
the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite
200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com
Fax: 770-271-1295.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel,
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin,
Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 40 years experience,
confidential. Send us your lists today, 2420 San Miguel St.,
Sherman, TX 75092. www.txtrains.com, texastrains@yahoo.com,
Phone: 972-824-7123

Standard Gauge For Sale

USA TRACK LLC. Traditional tubular tinplate Standard
Gauge (2-1/8" gauge) toy train track made entirely in the USA.
Fully compatible with vintage Standard Gauge track,
reproduction Standard Gauge switches and Ross Custom
Switches. Contact StandardGaugeTrack@gmail.com or visit
www.StandardGaugeTrack.com

Miscellaneous Wanted

ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any
condition. Top dollar paid. PAUL at 248-760-6960.
E-mail: slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or
built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid.
Fred Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797,
fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS: We are looking
for Lionel, MTH, American Flyer and Marx trains and
collections for upcoming auctions. GREGORY HAKE AUCTIONS,
Phone: 314-239-8541, Email: deborah@gregoryhakeauctions.com
or visit: www.gregoryhakeauctions.com

CLOSING DATES:

Summer 2025 closes April 9 o Fall closes July 9 e Winter closes October 7
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LEADING
MODEL RETAILERS

Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s
basis at $142 per year, four issues, (payable
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to
established accounts for one year minimum).
Ads will be set in standard format typography.
All insertions must be consecutive and may be
invoiced if you have credit established with us.
No mention of mail order business permitted.
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section.

KANSAS ¢ Overland Park (KC Area)

. HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Méarklin, LGB & more!
New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.
www.fredstrainshop.com
FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
8909 Santa Fe Dr. 913-383-3500

OREGON e Portland
. Full service train shoe
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments
T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4,Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com 1 -877-284-1912

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd.  503-284-1912

TENNESSEE ¢ Murfreesboro

Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War &

‘Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large

mventoB/ of engines and accessories including
O, HO, & N Scale. Monday - Saturday 9-5

i THOR'S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy.  615-895-6918

CALIFORNIA ¢ Burbank
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Marklin dealer.
One of the most complete train stores in
So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
Visit our website at www.trainshack.com
THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

MICHIGAN e Traverse City

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,
structures, scratchbuilding supphes,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

OREGON e Portland .

Your complete model railroad store.

~ Gauges Z through G.
Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon-Sat 1(5am—4pm, Closed Sunday
WWW.WSOr.com
WHISTLE STOP TRAINS

11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

TEXAS e Dallas o
Official Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop/showroom includes;
Custom a}e{outs, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always
something new!! www.TWTrainWorxStore.com
TW _TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

MISSOURI ¢ St. Louis
Largest selection of prewar & postwar in
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,
. Proto, Atlas, etc. .
Highest price for large collections.
www.TrainTownstl.com
TRAIN TOWN

9836 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

PENNSYLVANIA e Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to_ G, we stock it all.
OPEN 7 days a week.

Only minutes frorh Frederick, MD.
www.mainlinehobby.com
MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

VIRGINIA e Ashland (Richmond)

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon-3at 10-6; Sun 11-4
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.
Gal{sqe G, O, HO. N, Thomas Wooden, & more.

1-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West 10 tracks.
www.trainandtoystore.com
TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

CALIFORNIA ¢ Pasadena
Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HOn3, N, Z.
Comglete stock of brass imports, new & used.
ooks, tools, structures, detail parts.
Open 7 days. www.thewhistlestop.com
THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

CALIFORNIA e Yuba City
A full service model train Store! Large
inventory, s N, Tinplate.
Books, videos, collectors & gift items.
Repair service.We buy old toy trains.

www.westerndépot.com
. THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

NEVADA e Las Vegas
From Z Scale to G Scale We Got You Covered
Open Mon-Sat 11 AM to 5 PM
Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com
Nevadas ONLY Remaining Train Store

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Broomall
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, 30, Standard, O & S gauges
bought, sold & traded. _Auth. service station.
www.nstrains.com

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND ¢ Manassas, VA

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair
& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

TRAIN DEPOT
7249 Gabe Ct. 703-953-3767

DELAWARE ¢ Ocean View
No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,
ITH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 10-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon
. SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

NEW JERSEY ¢ Mountain Lakes
Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest
train store in northern NJ since 1974!

4 Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service Station #556.
www.TRAIN-STATION.COM
. THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Greensburg
Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.
Bua/ Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm
5,500+ SqgFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

WASHINGTON e Kirkland
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
. Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying ail your railroading needs.
Opén Mon.-Sat.
www.eastsidetrains.com
EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.

217 Central Way 425-828-4098

FLORIDA ¢ Miami .
Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five operating
ayouts. Open fon - Sat 10am-5pm
Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.
Email us at rtrtrains@aol.com
READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

NEW JERSEY e Trenton/Ewing
Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
. Authorized Service Station,
Lionel, MTH, Williams, Weaver, K-Line,
GarGraves. New & Used O & 027.
Glen Roc Shopping Center.
TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hanover
Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.

New Lionel & MTH at discount prices.
Standard O & S gauges bought, sold &
repaired. Authorized service station.

20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
k St. 717-637-4717

38 Yori

WEST VIRGINIA ¢ Wheeling
Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
Buw Sell - Trade - New & Used Trains
MTH- eaver—WlIllams—LloneI—AtIas—D%pt 56
,F12-7, ,Th 12-6, Sat 10-

www.patstrains.com

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

FLORIDA » Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park
3000 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges N thru G

Qver 9,000 Parts. Repair Services, Trains, Track,
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com
ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

NEW YORK e Ardsley
Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Discount Pricing
www.tomstrainsny.com
Call for hours.

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hatboro
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin,
Bachmann, Williams. HO, N & Z. We uy,
sell & repair. Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat & Sun 10-4
www.JoesTrainStation.com

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

CANADA-BC e Savona )
Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains,
railway antiques, art, books, DVDs, souvenirs
and Thomas too. Canadian road names a
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.
www.kellyskaboose.ca
KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

NEW YORK e North Rose
. Lionel MTH Sales and
Lionel Service Station #144
Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)
www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com
GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”

8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi E of 14  315-483-6577

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ New Castle
Buy/sell/trade, reFalr all tyPes of trains
iant Lionel vil a%]e display during
the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com
www.undergroundrrshop.com
THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

CANADA-ON ¢ Toronto (Markham)

. Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Distributor & Repair Center
All Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

GEORGIA e Atlanta (Lilburn)
Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer
400 SF Layout - HUGE Selection
www.legacystation.com

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12  770-339-7780

NEW YORK e Staten Island
We are your source for
O gauge trains & accessories.

We carry MTH, Lionel, Atlas O & Gargraves.
https://e-zcatch.square.site/s/shop
e-zcatch@verizon.net
E-Z CATCH MODEL TRAIN SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Strasburg
From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week:

, O, Lionel, LGB:

Bu¥|, sell, trade used 'trains. Located adjacent
to the Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com
STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

INDIANA e Atlanta
Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH e Atlas e Lionel » scenery supplies
Layout construction help / workshop
Club sized 3-rail display layout
mrmuffinstrains.com
MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

NORTH CAROLINA ¢ Winston (Salem)
K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large
selection of older MTH. First in O gauge.
In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat
:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com
www.trainloft.com Celebrating 20 years!
THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Zelienople

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics
Please call or visit our website for hours.
www.cttrains.com

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

IOWA ¢ Dubuque
MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionél Service
Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4
skippertim99@gmail.com

. _CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

OHIO ¢ Oberlin (W. Cleveland)
MTH Service Center. Authorized dealer for
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Woodland Scenics.
X Closed Sun & Mon
30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20
www.stockyardexpresslic.com
STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

SOUTH CAROLINA ¢ West Columbia

All scales, all major brands
of model railroad equipment.
We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State Street 803-791-3958

Run your Retail Directory
ad in the next issue of

Classic Toy Trains!

For more information
Email: classads@firecrown.com

CLASSIC TOY

TRAINS

FOR MORE
follow Classic Toy Trains on Facebook!

Go to Facebook.com/ClassicToyTrains today!
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WE BELIEVE THAT OUR READERS ARE AS IMPORTANT AS OUR ADVERTISERS.

If you do not receive your merchandise or a reply from an advertiser within a reasonable period,
please contact us with details about your order. Classic Toy Trains magazine, 18650 W. Corporate
Dr., Suite 103, Brookfield, W1 53045. The Advertiser Index is provided as a service to Classic Toy
Trains magazine readers. The magazine is not responsible for omissions or for typographical errors
in names or page numbers.
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MORE TOY TRAINS!

TRAINS.COM/CTT

Cereal heralds from the 1950s

Roger Carp was curious about a display Jim Hediger,
former senior editor at Model Railroader, had placed
in the old MR/CTT workshop. Learn about the metal
railroad heralds found in boxes of Sugar Crisp cereal
in 1955 and see the advertisement and the mail-away
Railroad Fun Book.

Lionel Nos. 2257 and 2357 Southern
Pacific-type cabooses

These two O-27 cabooses changed the line of toy trains
in notable ways. Senior Editor Roger Carp writes about
how these items used injection-molding plastics tech-
nology to produce models faster and at a lower cost
than earlier ones fabricated out of pressed steel.

Add details to your layout
Contributing Editor Stan Trzoniec describes seven

excellent ways to add interest and operating potential
to your layout. From creating realistic trains to adding

trackside details, he'll show you how to incorporate one
(or all) of his great ideas.

@ trains.com



NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS

MODEL RAILROADING FOR ALL SEASONSe
VISIT OUR WEBSITE, or GIVE US A CALL
2343 West Chester Pike Broomall, PA 19008
Just 1 Minute off 1-476 Exit 9
Spring 25 Classic Toy Trains Ad e 114 Years Selling Trains

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice.

MIN. Order: $30.00 -15% Restocking Fee on Returns

Product information and orders (610) 353.8585

Most domestic orders will follow shipping schedule below*

$0.00 - $500.00 - $15.00
$500.01- $1100.00 - $20.00
$1100.01 - $1500.00 - $30.00
$1500.01 - $2000.00 - $50.00

*Orders with Track, Power & Control Devices, Sets, Expan-
sion Packs, Oversized ltems, & SALE ITEMS will be

charged Actual Shipping
No P.O. Box’s, PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax
Not responsible for typographical errors

Lionel Legacy Locomotives
1933749 RDG FB-2 Superbass
2033248 Alaska F7B Powered.......
2033249 Alaska F7B Superbass....
2033600 UP SD70ACe #1111
2133039 NYC E7 B Unit............
2133380 Erie Lack PAAA..........
2133570 B&M SW8 #801

2133620 SCLSW8#19.......cccceiin. $449.98
2133860 Lehigh Valley SW8................... $469.98
2231050 Strasburg RR 2-10-0 #90 ....... $1899.99
2231141 Santa Fe 2-10-4 #5011........... $1574.99

2231142 Santa Fe 2-10-4 #5022 ...
2231160 KCS 2-10-4 #902
2231170 KCS 2-10-4 Flag Tender..
2231180 PRR 2-10-4 #6510

.. $1574.99
$1574.99
.. $1574.99
$1574.99

2231200 SP AC-12 Cab Forward.......... $1799.98
2231400 B&M Atlantic #3243.................. $809.99
2231420 NH Atlantic #1111 .................... $5809.99
2231530 Bethlehem Steel 0-6-0 #60....... 5719.99
2231550 NYC 0-6-0 #222.........ccuveen... 5719.99
2232050 Bethlehem Steel 0-4-0 .... $629.99
2232060 Baltimore $ Ohio 0-4-0.... $629.99
2232090 Long Island 0-4-0............ $629.99
223305X 1/2 CSX SD70Mac ..... $584.98
223332X 1/2 ALCO RS-27......... $539.99
223333X 1/2 CNW RS-27.......... $539.99
2233342 Conrail RS-27 #2414... $539.99
223335X 1/2 GB&W RS-27 ....... $539.99
223337X 1/2 SOO RS-27 .....vvveevenn. $539.99
2233501 US Armed Forces ES44AC ...... $629.99
2233652 CP Heritage SD9OMAC............ $585.99
2233730 AMT F40PH #410 Phase V ...... $566.99
2233861 Alaska SD70Mac #4001............ $599.99

2233868 Alaska SD70Mac Superbass.... $499.99
2331011 PRR L1 Mikado #496 ............... $854.99
2331030 PRR L1 Mikado #1369.... $854.99
2331060 L&NE L1 Mikado #501 .... $854.99

2331080 C & O Greenbrier #611 ...
2331090 C & O Greenbrier #613 ...
2331130 CN 2-6-0 $719.99
2331140 Middletown & Hummels 2-6-0... $719.99
2331160 SP 2-6-0......cceevvveeeiieeeeiieenee. $719.99
2331212 UP Challenger #3839.. .... $2499.99
2331231 UP Challenger #3815 $2499.99

2331550 Del Lack & West Camelback.... $629.99
2331560 Erie CamelbacK............cccuu...... $629.99
2331570 Lehigh & NE Camelback.......... $629.99
2331590 Pennsylvania Camelback ... $629.99
2333080 D&H FA-2 AA #20/#21.... $989.99
2333088 D&H FB-2 #20B............ccueecene 494.99

2333089 D&H SuperBass FB-2 #21B
2333160 MRL Essential SD70Ace...........
2333170 MRL Veterans SD70Ace
2333180 PRLX SD70Ace
233325X 1/2 CofG H-15-44
233326X 1/2 RIH-15-44.............
233327X 1/2 D&RGW H-15-44 ..
233328X 1/2 KCS H-15-44
233330X 1/2 UP H-15-44...........
2333310 AC&W LEEBAA........
243311X 1/2 Alaska GP30.........
2433241 Conrail SD50 #6709.................
2433310 Canadian Pacific Alco S2

243337X 1/2 Conrail GP9.............. $539.99
2433379 Conrail SuperBass GP9B... $449.99
243342X 1/2 BNSF ES44 .............uuuue.. $674.99
2433441 CSX ES44 #3000..........cuvunnn... $674.99
2433670 Detroit Edison SW8 #214 ......... $494.99
2433680 Erie Lackawanna SW8 #36...... $494.99
2433901 CSX ES44AC #1869................ $674.99

MTH Locomotives
20207731 NJT P40 #4803 .....cccvcae... $449.99
20212481 RI E8 A Unit #652 w/PS3.0..... $384.99
20212491 RI E8 A Unit #653 w/PS3.0..... $384.99
20212511 GM E-8A w/PS3.0 #766.......... $419.99

20214341 PRR SD-35 #6003 ................. $459.95
20215561 PRR GP35 w/PS3 #2261 ....... $459.99
20216031 PRR VO 1000 #5917 ............. $474.99
20216091 Reading VO 1000 #2711 ........ $474.99
20216341 MC RS-11 High Hood #802.... $469.99

20216361 PRR RS11 High Hood #8624 . $469.99
20215571 PRR GP35 w/PS3 #2265 $459.99
20217171 Burlington SD24 #501 $489.99
20217191 Lackawanna SD24 .... $489.99
20217241 UP SD24 #429 .... $489.99
2038521 Erie 0-8-8-0 #2600 ................. $1499.99
2038631 B&A J-1E Hudson 4-6-4 $1259.99
2038651 NYC J-1E Hudson 4-6-4 $1259.99
2038931 UP Challenger 4-6-6-4 #3999 $1529.99
2038941 UP Challenger 4-6-6-4 #3989 $1529.99
2038951 UP Challenger Oil Tender .... $1529.99
2038961 UP Challenger 4-6-6-4 #3879 $1529.99

MTH Rolling Stock
2091716 WM Center Cupola Steel Cab..
2091750 UP B/W Caboose....... .
2091751 N&W B/W Caboose .
2091775 NYC 35 Woodside Caboose...... $71.99

$69 99

2091776 NKP 35’ Woodside Caboose...... $71.99
2091777 UP 35’ Woodside Caboose......... $71.99
2092294 LV 2 Bay Hopper 6 Pk.............. $329.99
2092296 Keystone 2 Bay Hopper 6 Pk.....$329.99

2092298 AC&Y 2 Bay Hopper 6 Pk......... $329.99
2095482 N&W 55 Ton Gondola...............

2095511 SF Flat w/ Trailers.....................

2095556 NYC Flat w/ Pup Trailers
2095557 SP Flat w/ Pup Trailers..............
2095641 BN Flat w/ Trailers....................
2095642 CP Flat w/ Trailers.. .
2095644 C&O Flat w/ Trailers.

2095660 PRR 34’ Composite Hopper Car..$64. 99
2097395 Keystone 2 Bay Hopper............. $60.99
2097396 AC&Y 2 Bay Hopper.................. $60.99
2099324 UP Sheathed Boxcar................. $60.99
3071057 PRR Boxcar..........cccoeeuiiniennnn. $51.99
3071059 Raritan River Boxcar................. $51.99
3071072 NP 50’ Modern Boxcar............... $50.99
3071131 US Army Boxcar Railking........... $53.99

3071132 SP Boxcar Railking
3071159 P&LE Boxcar
3071160 SF BoXxcar.......cc.ccovvvenevienennnnnn.
3071161 Southern Boxcar.......................
3071162 NKP Boxcar...........ccocevvevinennnn.

3073588 UP Modern Tank Car................. $53.99
3073590 NASA Modern Tank Car............ $53.99
3074859 Reading ‘40 DD Boxcar............. $44.99
3074874 NS 50’ DD Plugged Boxcar......... $47.99
3076749 CSX Center Beam Flat.............. $50.99
MTH Trolleys & Hand Cars
305213 Transylvania Bump-N-Go .......... $82.99
305216 Metropolis Bump-N-Go ............. $69.99
305217 War Bonds Bump-N-Go.............. $69.99
305226 Transylvania Bump-N-Go .......... $82.99
305229 Market St.Trolley ..............c.cenes $69.99
305230 City Lines Trolley....................... $69.99
305234 Christmas Oper Hand Car $69.99
305235 MOW Oper Hand Car (Tuscan)....$69.99
305236 MOW Oper Hand Car (Orange)....$69.99
305241 Halloween Oper Hand (Orange)...$69.99

11922020 NKP Fast Freight LC+ 2.0...

*SALE ITEMS**

O Locomotives
Lionel Locos below are sold

without warranty
1933749 Reading FB Superbass B........ $315.00
2033600 Union Pacific SD70Ace........... $475.00
2131290 SP USRA Pacific 4-6-2...... .
2133380 EL PA AA Set #862/#863....
2133620 SCL SW8 #19..................
2133860 Lehigh Valley SW8 #253
2134050 SF LionChief U36B......
2134060 UP LionChief U36B.........
2134070 Seaboard LionChief U36

Am Flyer LEGACY Locos

192120X 1/2 Clinchfield U36C................. $350.00
192123X 1/2 SCL U36C.............. ....$350.00
1921232 CSX U36C.............c..... ....$350.00
2021051 Citirail ES44AC #1201............. $450.00

O Premium Sets
No Track and Transformer

683092 Steel City Switcher 0-8-0 Set

1922030 Harding Funeral Train Set........
1922070 Pennsy Ltd. LC+ 2.0 Set...........
2022040 Manufactures Railway Set.........
2022110 CNJ Red Baron SD40 Set.........
2122050 C&A John Bull Set...................
2122070 ASA Packer Set.....................
2222030 BNSF Hustle Muscle Frt............
2222060 Amtrak Genesis LC Plus.............
2222090 NS 40th Anniv Set..................
2322010 LV Camelback Legacy Set.........
2322030 Cumberland Valley Wayfreight. $1349 99
2322040 Vision Big Boy Super Set......... $4049.99
2322050 Iron Hippo Legacy Set............ $2069.99
2322060 Union RR Hot Metal Train Set...$1169.99
2322080 Santa Fe Fast Fruit Express.....$2249.99
2422020 Lehigh Gorge Scenic Railway...$1079.99
2422040 M1 Middle Division Manifest......$1799.99
American Flyer Rolling Stock
2019020 TP&W Freight Sounds Boxcar ..... $99.99
2019030 NC&STL Freight Sounds Boxcar . $99.99
2019040 Frisco Freight Sounds Boxcar $99.99
2019050 Vesuvius Crucible Frt Snds Box .. $99.99
201906X 1/2 Buffalo Creek Boxcar $45.99
201907X 1/2 Great Northern Boxcar..........
201908X 1/2 GB&W Boxcar............
2119050 PRR Dep. Center Flatcar.
2119080 Berk Woodside Reefer.....
2119090 Century Beer Reefer.....
2119120 Senate Beer Reefer..................... $
2119160 Polar Express Searchlight Car.....
211920X 1/2 CSX Gondola
211926X 1,4,5 C&O Hopper........
2119330 Continental Tank Car

2119340 Hercules Powder Tank Car ..........

2119350 Sparton Oil Tank Car ................... 48.99
2119360 Staroline Oil Tank Car.................. $48.99
2219010 Alaska Oper Log Dump. $74.99
2219020 BN Oper Log Dump Car. $74.99
2219030 UP Oper Log Dump Car... $74.99

221906X 1/2 B&O 2-Bay Covered Hopper. $44.98
2219072 1/2 C&O 2-Bay Covered Hopper . $44.98
221908X 1/2 RDG 2-Bay Covered Hopper. $44.98
231902X 1/2 BNSF Autorack $74.

231903X 1/2 CN Autorack...........
231904X 1/2 Ferromex Autorack....
231905X 1/2 Southern Autorack

www.nicholassmithtrains.com




GRANDMA'S LIAM'S FROZEN CRIPPLE CREEK SUNOCO® SOOTY'S JIMBO'S GYM
HOUSE CUSTARD SEED & FEED STATION COAL TIPPLE 0 (275-9253) | HO (275-9254)
0 (275-9376) | HO (275-9377) O (275-9284) | HO (275-9285) 0O (275-9378) | HO (275-9379) O (275-9288) | HO (275-9289) O (275-9271) | HO (275-9272)

MENARDS

AndThg,
= —ll}l.r.iul
: e ..:-....._-
MOE'S CABOOSE COFFEE = GRANDPA JACK'S ROCKET DINER CRIPPLE CREEK MENARDS® STORE
CYCLE SHOP 0 (275-9034) HOBBY SHOP 0 (279-8322) | HO (279-8309) WATER TOWER 0 (275-9120)
0 (275-9251) | HO (275-9252) 0 (275-0616) | HO (275-0617) 0 (279-5924) | HO (279-5878)

vm‘a

"'"uun

o —

PARKING GARAGE M&MS® ONE POLICE LAMONT LANES TAMPA TOWERS FURY MOTORS

0 (279-4392) UFO SCENE PLAZA O (275-9140) | HO (275-9205) 0 (279-4432) O (275-9025) | HO (275-9026)
0 (279-6130) | HO (279-6916) O (279-4435)

CRIPPLE CREEK CRIPPLE CREEK CALAMITY FEDEX® FREIGHT AMERICAN WAR OF THE

GENERAL STORE CROSSING CABOOSE WORKS BUILDING MATERIALS #1 WORLDS
O (279-8306) 0 (279-8305) | HO (279-8332) 0 (275-9250) 0 (279-6395) 0 (279-4434) | HO (279-5043) 0 (279-8287)

e

TIDE® SOAP NATIONAL SACRED HEART SPRECHER" COUNTY HOTEL CRIPPLE CREEK

FACTORY POWER & LIGHT HOSPITAL BREWERY O (279-4427) SAND & GRAVEL
0 (279-5518) | HO (279-5877) O (279-4844) | HO (279-5021) 0 (279-8283) 0 (279-4493) 0 (275-9121)

GAMER & TRINITY CHURCH METROPOLIS CRIPPLE CREEK HALLS OF CRIPPLE CREEK

THRONES 0 (279-6151) | HO (279-6362) THEATER COUNTY JAIL HANDSOME TRACTOR REPAIR
0 (279-4428) | HO (279-5141) 0 (279-8489) O (279-8490) 0 (279-8488) 0 (279-8487)

AMTRAK STATION SCHNEIDER LIGHTED MENARD 3-PIECE TRUSS &

0 (279-4523) FREIGHT BUILDING WATERTOWER  LIGHTED BRIDGE  GIRDER BRIDGE SET
0 (279-5098) 0 (275-9298) | HO (275-9299) O - Single Track (275-9124) 0 (275-9126)

O - Dual Track (275-9125)

For more information and to order, visit MENARDS.COM/.TRAINS
,,/‘ —




mm TIPS & TRICKS

Marker light replacement
Iacquired a Lionel No. 736 Berkshire steam engine with a missing marker light and post. Here’s how I took care of these com-
mon problems. I raided my parts bin and removed a marker light from an extra boiler front. Because of the soft metal, I
found a box cutter could easily remove the marker light from the extra boiler front.
I drilled a couple of new holes, used a sewing machine needle shaft as a post, and glued on the new marker light. I added a
new green jewel (available from parts dealers and hobby shops) and glued it into place. I used black touch-up paint to cover
up the repair. Problem solved! - Giles Dyelle

_________________________________________________________________ =
'

Easily paint small parts
I was trying to paint a couple of small parts and wondered
how I could do it without touching them. So I decided to
mount them in two small tree branches. When I spread the
branches apart and inserted the parts, the pressure of the
branch held them firmly. - Mike Small

@

CONTROL PANEL

MADE N LLSA

Cheaper source for wiring

O gauge switches typically need three- or four-wire bundles to
operate. Buying those bundles under their respective brand
names via retail can cost a pretty penny. Instead, I buy a wiring
harness made for trailers and save time and money! The
bundles of four or seven wires (14- or 18-gauge) are offered in
25-foot and longer lengths. The typical price for 100 feet of wire
(already color-coded) is $10. - Carl Jacobsen

Want to share? write to “Tips” at Classic Toy Trains, 18650

W. Corporate Dr, Ste. 103, Brookfield Wi 53045 or email tips@
classictoytrains.com and put the word “tips” in the subject line. We pay
$25 upon publication for any tip we publish unless it was in a previously
purchased article.
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Section 6
GLUB CARS AND SPECIAL PRODUCTION

ARTRAIN

' The Lionel® Trains Pocket Price

LlUNEL i Guide is your go-to source for
'I'H AINS BT accurate and current market
GUIDE value information! Back with its
44th edition, this essential and
easy-to-use resource is the
most comprehensive price
guide for all Lionel Standard, O,
0-27, and OO gauge trains for

the prewar, postwar, and
1901 - 2025 modern eras.

T T T T T T T

EFLLECTINCS EMITION s~ TER A 0L o ) o i [

100%

entirely
new

In this all-new 100-page special issue from
Classic Toy Trains, you will discover 60 of the greatest
postwar Lionel and American Flyer layouts. Display
Layouts and Showrooms contains information and
pictures you've never seen before! E"-—’é =

DON'T MISS OUT ON BOTH OF THESE MUST-HAVE PRODUCTS FROM CLASSIC TOY TRAINS!

Shop.Trains.com/ToyTrains




@ trains.com

TRAINS.COM FORUMS

We're please to announce we've launched a brand-new forum platform. Connect
with a community of modeling and trains enthusiasts on a variety of topics and
enjoy enhanced features including:

» Improved login capabilities, including Google Sign-In
» Dramatic speed improvements
« Improved stability and reliability

- Easily and quickly upload large images and videos
» Bookmark posts that are most relevant to you

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
FORUM.TRAINS.COM

THE BEST IN MODELING & RAILROADS « ALL IN ONE STOP!

odel CLASSIC TOY
Trains TRAINS

Garden trains.com

RAILWAYS. VIDEO




