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Editor’s desk

WITH HAL MILLER

Not always |ogica|

The hobby doesn’t have to be
as long as we’re having fun

B THERE HAVE BEEN A FEW
TIMES since I've been in hobbies that
I've been gobsmacked by something I'd
never considered.

The first was taking as an article of
faith that if you were a model railroader of
any sort you also had to be interested in
prototype trains. I suspect the utter sur-
prise registered on my face the first time
someone told me they knew nothing
about real railroads. Further, they had no
desire to learn.

The lesson: Model trains are capable of
existing as entities unto themselves.

The other thing that blew my mind
was you could be into toy or scale trains
and not want to have a layout.

Wait, what?

I recall a friend proudly opening up a
closet filled top to bottom with his O
gauge collection of locomotives, cars, and
accessories. There were boxes of postwar,
there was Lionel, there was Marx, there
was modern.

He had a similar closet in a spare bed-
room, although that one was only half full.
I thought to myself, “All this stuff is

going to make a great layout.” It was just
he and his wife in the house; the kids were
long since gone. Space wasn't an issue.

Nope. My friend had no desire to build
a layout. Once in a while hed set up some

Here are a couple of O gauge beauties certain to make the list; what are your choices?

track and run trains then hed pack it all
back in the boxes and put it away.

There are so many ways to enjoy the
hobby. I hope you are finding your fun no
matter how you “practice”

The people’s choice

If you haven’t heard already;, the title for
our next special-interest publication is
Great Toy Train Locomotives. In it, we'll
detail the top O, S, and Standard gauge
locomotives of all time.

A ot of the decision-making for con-
structing the list falls on the CTT staff, but
wed like you to have a pick, too.

If youd like to participate, send us a list
of no more than five toy train locomotives

you think should be in included. Here are
the parameters:

Locomotives must be from the previ-
ously mentioned scales;

They must be regular-production
models and not “made to order™;

They must be models and not road
names. All we need is Lionel postwar F3,
not Santa Fe F3 or New York Central F3.

Email your list with “Locomotives” in
the subject to editor@classictoytrains.com.

Hal Miller, Editor
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TO SUBMIT AN ARTICLE and
photos, email manuscripts@classictoy-
trains.com, or send materials to Classic Toy
Trains, 21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box
1612, Waukesha, W1 53186. Write the
words "Manuscript Enclosed” on the enve-
lope. Before preparing an article, contact
us to determine interest. Article/photo
guidelines are available at trains.com/ctt/
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sotte@ Cody Grivno editor@ Classic Toy Trains assumes letters, new
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materials are contributed gratis. We assume
no responsibility for the safe return of unso-
licited material.
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Looking to build a new layout?

Look no further, GarGraves has what you need for your model railroad empire!

We have been manufacturing track, switches, operating
and special tracks for 80 years.

S “'b..‘ :
. &"\,\x’\\&\&“
I

GarGraves Trackage Corp.
8967 Ridge Road
North Rose, NY 14516

Visit our website, give us a call or stop in to your
local dealer and ask for GarGraves Track Products.

315-483-6577
\ www'GarGraves'com email gargraves@gargraves.com
SHOP U \ 4 ) e AINWORLL .
O GAUGE SUuPER SNVINGS

/o ROUTE 66 TW EXCLUSIVE Limited
Quantities

30-71098 Easy Rider

Qﬂ@ TRA’” WOR"D : tOM 30-71099 Crusin Sl 52 4 MTH
30-71100 Pedal to the Medal
[SALE ENDS| SALE $59.99 each
- CODE WORD MUST BE APPLIED AT TIME OF ORDER - DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO SALES TAX OR SHIPPING & HANDLING
- IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY - NO REBATES, NO REFUNDS, NO STORE CREDIT ON PREVIOUSLY SOLD ITEMS

- NO NEW ARRIVALS; NO BACK ORDERS; NO PRE-ORDERS - CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR OTHER DISCOUNTS
- NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH OR GIFT CARDS - IF DISCOUNT APPLICABLE, TRAINWORLD WILL APPLY IT WHEN ORDER IS PROCESSED
- LIMITED QUANTITIES ON CERTAIN ITEMS - NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

The Serious Buyer

Travels anywhere to buy train collections!

Long time advertiser buying electric trains!
Specializing in larger train collections and estates.

| will travel anywhere for larger train collections.
In business for over 25 years.
| offer professionalism, confidentially, and fairness.

Easy to deal with, very honest!
Please contact me personally by phone, fax, letter, or e-mail.

321.799.4005

387 Imperial Blvd., Suite 2, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 Fax 321.799.4044
Email: trainman@traincity.com Web site: www.traincity.com
Charles Siegel is president and buyer for Train City, Inc.

Charles P. Siegel
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Letters

FROM OUR READERS

Flyer Royal Blue just couldn’t smoke

B SOME DETAILS ABOUT the
American Flyer No. 350 Royal

Blue engine and tender were
left out of “S gauge now &
then” in the March-April
2023 issue of Classic Toy
Trains. They help explain
why neither the Blue
Comet nor the version of
the S gauge 4-6-2 Pacific in
the Circus Train (No. 353)
came with a smoke unit.

Both locomotives
had the reverse unit in
the boiler, so a smoke
unit would have to be
installed in the tender. But
the streamlined tender body
was too narrow for that version of the smoke unit, as were the tin
tenders used with Atlantics.

In addition, the smokestack in the shell used for the Royal
Blue was too far back from the main drive wheels for the stan-
dard Smoke-In-Boiler (SIB) unit’s smokestack. The front of the
shell was “shorter” than that on any other Pacifics, so the front
four-wheel truck was also shorter (and used only on this engine).

Gilbert retooled the die-cast metal shell at least twice: first, to

There was much to admire about the American Flyer
No. 350 Royal Blue engine. Unfortunately its design
made it impossible to add a smoke mechanism.

add cast-on handrails; second, to eliminate the cast-in Baltimore
& Ohio herald on the pilot to allow other variations, such as the
Circus Train engine, to be made. When the shell was retooled for
plastic injection, the reverse-lever slot was filled in and the
reverse unit was placed in the tender. In addition, the skyline cas-
ing was extended into the nose area, allowing the smokestack
hole to line up with the SIB unit. Thus, the Silver Bullet versions
of the 4-6-2 Pacific (Nos. 354 and 356) could be equipped with

smoke and “choo-choo” sound. - David Dewey, Oroville, Calif.

Avoid temptation
Members of the hobby who
collect Lionel O gauge trains
from the postwar era and run
some of the excellent steam
engines on their three-rail lay-
outs at home may be tempted
to save a few bucks by using
smoke fluid, mineral or baby
oil, or even WD-40 instead of

original Lionel smoke pellets
in locomotives that were
designed for pellets. Four
words of advice: Do Not Do It!
- Joseph Kubacka, North
Huntingdon, Pa.

Crawling past 70
I enjoyed Lou Palumbo’s
“Views from the underground”

Also loves accessories

| have just read the article, "An O gauge layout for any era,”
in the March/April 2023 issue of Classic Toy Trains. | must
say that author Sean Morgan's method and thinking are
close to my own. | also enjoy the many accessories made

during the postwar and modern eras of Lionel produc-
tion. Searching for new animated accessories and finding
a place for them on my own layout are among the most
enjoyable parts of building a home layout. — Dan Padova,
Fort Washington, Pa.
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in the March/April 2023 issue
about trying to get under your
layout once you have passed
the age of 70. 'm a year older
than that and feel (and share)
your pain! Here are two hum-
ble tips from a guy who has
done a lot of work updating an
old O-27 layout in recent years.

First, get yourself one of
those crawlers that auto
mechanics use to work under-
neath cars. I have two - a flat
one and a stool - and both roll
very nicely.

Second, pick up some of the
new buildings and accessories
from Menards and Woodland
Scenics made with easy plug-in
systems. No need for lockons
or more transformer power.
Good luck! - Phil Angelo,
Kankakee, II1.

More ideas for crawling
I read “Seventy is not so good”
by Lou Palumbo, in which he
wrote about not being able to
crawl under or on top of the
layout anymore. I recently hit
72 and have no problem work-
ing under my railroad. I con-
verted a small stool by adding
casters on all four legs. I can
roll it around under the table
to do wiring.

I have a Lionel No. 726RR
2-8-4 Berkshire steam engine
from the early 1950s that used
to slow down on the far side of
my layout. I soldered heavy
feeder wires to the spots where
it was losing power (it’s also
about 70 years old), and that
cured the problem. I say, youre
only as young as you feel! -
Kim Powell, Ovid, Mich.
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WAREHOUSE CLEANUP SALE! LIONEL ‘LIONCHIEF’ LOCOMOTIVES LIONEL 21” PASSENGER CARS LIONEL ‘LEGACY’ DIESELS

OLR901 Statue of Liberty (lighted).. . .. 44.95 2232010 New York Central Hudson LCPIus2.0..... 499.95 83618 Empire State Express Observation Car......119.95 18384 Milwaukee Road Bi-Polar E-2

3-18050 LionScale Continental Grain 3B Hopper 34.95 2232030 Santa Fe Hudson LCPIus2.0..... .499.95 85330 New York Central Baggage Car 2pk . 38496 Southern Pacific DD35

3-18070 LionScale Tenneco ACF 3B Cov. Hopper .. 34.95 2232040 Lionel Lines Hudson LCPlus2.0 .499.95 1927020 Santa Fe Passenger Car 2pk. #1. 82140 ’

16718 USMC Missile Launching Car...
16738 Pepe LePew Animated Boxcar ..
16742 Trout Ranch Operating Aquarium Car ...
16767 NYC Ice Docks Ice Car......
16791 New York City Lights Boxcar..
16933  Lionel Lines Flatcar w/Autos..
16953 NYC Flatcar w/RedWing Shoe Trailer ...
16968 Dep. Flatcar wiLifeflight Helicopter...
17522  St'O’ Flatcar w/Plymouth Prowler Car ..
19423 Circle L Flatcar w/Racing Cars ..
19441 Lobster Vat Car............
19447 Mama's Baked Beans Vat Car...
19878 PWC #3665 Helium Unloading Car ..
25931 Andrew Johnson Presidential Boxcar
26214 USPS Stamps Boxcar.. .
26727 San Francisco City Lights Boxcar..
26736 Lionel Birthday (2000) Lighted Boxcar..
29294 Hellgate Bridge Boxcar .
29460 Lionel (Archive) Piggyba
29612 Las Vegas Poker Chip Display Car.
29626 CASE Closed Mint Car-...
29791  Wizard of Oz 75th Anmversary Boxcar..
29793  Wild Things Boxcar............
29960 Rock Island RR Art Boxcar
29998 National Guard Boxcar ......
36208 Happy Father's Day Boxcar...

.. 799!

2232100 Baltimore & Ohio 4-6-2 Pacific LC2.0..... 584.99 1927200 Norfolk Southern Excursion 4-pacl . 82119 Gulf, Moblle & Ohio S-2 Switcher #1007 .... 549.95
~30.00 2232110 Rio Grande 4-6-2 Pacific LC2.0. .584.99 1927220 NS Private Car 2pk. (FEC Coach,NP Dome).. 224 95 82235 Pennsylvania PA-1 Alco ‘AA .8
..35.00 2232120 Lehigh Valley 4-6-2 Pacific LC2.0.. .584.99 1927230 Norfolk South. Excursion Full Vista Dome...289.95 2033061 or 2033062 Rail Logix SD38 ..
2232130 Reading & Northern 4-6-2 Pacific LC2. 0 584 99 1927360 Long Island Coach 4-pack............ ..449.95 2033181 CITX SD70M-2 #140..
2234010 Amtrak Genesis 50th Ann. #100 .449.95 1927600 Norfolk Southern 21" Coach 2pk. ........... 284.95 2033182 CITX SD70M-2 #141 .. .
2234020 Amtrak Genesis 50th Ann. #108 .449.95 2027130 Alaska Railroad Pass. Car 2-pack .. 349.95 2033600 U.P. SD70AH ‘Power by the People’...... 475.00
. 2234030 Amtrak Genesis 50th Ann. #160 .449.95 2027180 Northern Southern Executive 4-pack...... 599.95 2133311 Altantic Coast Line SD70ACe...
..30.00 2234040 Amtrak Genesis 50th Ann. #161 .449.95 2027280 AutoTrain Vista Vision Dome Car. ..219.95 2222011 BNSF SD70MAC (Pumpkin) #9

35.00 2234050 Amtrak Genesis Phase V #150 LC-2.0... 449.95 2027300 N&W Vista Vision Dome Car ... .. 249.95 2233111 Amtrak F40PH Phase Il #206 ..
2234060 Amirak Genesis Phase IV #111 LC2.0.... 449.95 2027310 Southern Vista Vision Dome Car-.. .. 269.95 2233112 Amtrak F40PH Phase Il #226 ..
2234070 Amtrak Genesis Phase Il #40 LC-2.0.... 449.95 2027490 Penn-ATSF 21” Pullman 2-pack ... ..219.95 2233170 Union Pacific DD35 #76
2234080 Amtrak Genesis Phase V 50th Ann. #46 449.95 2027600 Penn-Frisco 21" Pullman 2-pack ...... ..219.95 2233210 BNSF SW-1200 #3505.
..30.00 2234220 Amtrak Genesis 50th Ann Lifesaver LC2.0..449.95 2027610 South Pacific Cities Vista Vision Dome .. 249.95 2133250 New York Central Sharknose ‘AA’.
..39.95 2234140 Santa Fe GP-20 Diesel LC2.0....... .449.99 2027640 South. Pacific Daylight Vista Vision Dome 249.95 2133570 Boston & Maine SW8 #801 ..
2234150 Milwaukee Road GP-20 Diesel LC2.0.... 449.99 2027670 Southern Pacific Lark Vista Vision Dome 249.95 2233031 BNSF SD70MAC #9721
2234160 Conrail GP-20 Diesel LC2.0.... .449.99 2027770 Milwaukee Road Vista Vision Dome Car 249.95 2233032 BNSF SD70MAC #9789...
2234170 Burlmgton Northern GP-20 Diesel LC2.0.. 449.99 2027680 Great Northern Vista Vision Dome Car... 284.95 2233081 or 82 Burlington Northern SD-45 .
.20.00 2234180 BNSF Dash-8 251.99 2127020 Santa Fe Wi-Fi Theater Car ......... .. 249.95 2233301 New York Central C-Liner #4500..
.35.00 2234190 Norfolk Southe 251,99 2127030 BNSF Wi-Fi Theater Car . .. 249.95 2233312 Pennsylvania C-Liner #9571
.30.00 2234200 CSX Dash-8....... .251.99 2127050 KCS Wi-Fi Theater Car......... .. 249.95 2233291 New Haven C-Liner #792.
.30.00 2234210 Union Pacific Dash- .251.99 2127070 Southern Pacific Wi-Fi Theater Car........ 249.95 2233292 New Haven C-Liner #798 .
.24.95 2235040 Santa Fe Doodlebug Lc2. .359.99 2127100 Rio Grande Ski Train Power Car-............ 264.95 2233400 Conrail SW-1.................
. 2235050 Union Pacific Doodlebug LC2.0. .359.99 2227220 Rocket Train Rider Car “Hialeah” ........... 159.95 2233441 BNSF 25th Ann. ES44AC #6075..
.25.00 2235060 Pennsylvania Doodlebug LC2.0 . 359.99 2227260 Amtrak 4-pack Phase Il ........... ..649.95 2233721 Amtrak F4OPH Phase IV #401..
.30.00 2235070 Maryland & PRR Doodlebug LC2.0........ 359.99 2227350 CSX Business Train Office Car 4-pack... 649.95 2233722 Amtrak F40PH Phase IV #404..
.30.00 2235080 Hallow's Eve Doodlebug LC2.0.............. 359.99 2227370 CSX Business StationSound Diner ....... 279.95 2233601 CP SDIOMAC Veterans #7020
37112 Helicopter 2-pack.. 9.95 2235090 North Pole Central Doodlebug LC2.0..... 359.99 2227520 Santa Fe Vision Horse Car ... ..264.95 2233611 CP SD9OMAC (Sand) #7021
37816 Rockville Bridge..... 249.95 LIONEL ‘TMCC’ DIESELS 2227530 Canadian Pacific Vision Horse Ca .. 264.95 2233631 CP SDIOMAC (Gray) #7023 .
39395 National Guard Flatcar w/Cov. Load 19.95 14500 Kansas City Southern F-3 ‘AA.. .495.00 2227540 Louisville & Nashville Vision Horse Car.. 264.95 2233840 Southern Pacific F-7 ‘AA .. 1024.95
39484 Cocoa Marsh Vat Car .... .29.95 14512 ELECTRO-MOTIVE F-3ABA'S .395.00 LIONEL HEAVYWEIGHT CARS 2333620 RJ Corman SD40T-2 #3314 (GTS Exclusive) 584.99
81206 Great Northern Flat w/C 29.95 14596/99 New Haven PA Alco ‘ABA’ Sc .595.00 15526/42/45 Santa Fe “The Chief” 18 7-Cars........ 795.00 2233994 Reading & Northern SD40-2 #3050........ 584.99
82075 NYC Waffle-Sided Boxcar .. .30.00 18135 New York Central F-3 ‘AA. .450.00 15542 Santa Fe “The Chief” 2-Car Set ..199.95 2233995 Reading & Northern SD40-2 #3053........ 584.99
83246 Shell Gas Billboard Art Boxcar.. 39.95 18140 Miwaukee Road F-3 ‘AB’. .395.00 15564 Long Island 18" 3-Car Set.... ..299.95 LIONEL ‘TMCC’ STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
84376 Angela Trotta Thomas Aquarium Car 54.95 18160 /38115 New York Central FT ABA' .495.00 15588/93/96  Southern 18" 7-Cars.... ..795.00 18056 NYC J1E Hudson w/Vanderbilt Tender .
84599 Bucking Feed & Tack Building ... 18238 Conrail SD70Mac...... .275.00 19079 NYC 2-Tone Gray 18" 4-Car Set.. ..295.00 18067 Comm.Vanderbilt Weathered Hudson .
84669 Desert Storm War Boxcar-.. 18252 Amtrak Dash-9 ‘Scale’ . .295.00 19087 C&O 18 Heavyweight 4-Car Set. ..295.00 28011 C&O Articulated Allegheny (Scale)..
84670 Korean War Boxcar .. 18254 Santa Fe Dash-9 ‘Scale’ (red/silver). .295.00 25507  Southern Pacific Daylight 18" 2pk. .. 249.95 28052 Norfolk & Western Class A Articulated.
84766 Construction Gondola w/S\gns 18286  Union Pacific Dash9-44CW ‘Scale .325.00 85227 Great Northern 18" Oriental Ltd 2pk. #1 .... 199.95 28057 Southern 4-8-2 Mountain (Scale)....
85248 Budweiser Reefer . . 18314  Pennsylvania Green 5-Stripe GG-1.. .295.00 85230 Great Northern 18" Oriental Ltd. 2pk. #2... 199.95 28059 Western Pacific 4-8-2 Moutain (Scale) .5
85317  Spirit of Union Pacific Boxcar 18322 Lackawanna (Maroon Top) Trainmaster ... 395.00 85233  Great Northern 18” Oriental Ltd. 2pk. #3... 199.95 28064 JLC Series U.P. Black Challenger-Scale . 1095.00
2027023 Disconnet NYC Diner Car... 18351 New York Central Scale S-1 Electric. .395.00 85336 New York Central 18” Mail Train HW 2pk. 234.95 28076 Nickel Plate Road 2-6-6-2 Mallet. . 0
.195.00 85351 Milw. Columbian 18" 2pk. B ......... .159.95 28078 Pennsylvania 2-10-4 J-1a (Scale;
.195.00 1927110 Southern Pacific 18” Coach 2pk. #1......299.95 38012 Wheeling & Lake Erie 2-6-6-2 Mal
.225.00 1927352 Polar Express 60° RPO Car-black roof ... 109.95 38052 Pere Marquette Berkshire #1225 (Scale) ..
.350.00 1927242 Norfolk & Western Baggage Car #110.... 124.95 38065 Union Pacific Mallet 2-8-8-2 (Scale)........... 995.00
.325.00 1927243 Norfolk & Western Baggage Car #114.... 124.95 POSTWAR REMAKE SETS

2027024 Disconnet NYC Sleeper Cal
2027021 Disconnet NYC Baggage Car. 18563 New York Central GP-9.
2027041 Disconnet Rio Grande Baggage ar.. 18564 Canadian Pacific GP-9.
2027061 Disconnet Southern Pacific Baggage Car 29.95 18582 Seaboard NW-2 (blue & orange)..
2027063 Disconnet Southern Pacific Diner Car-..... 29.95 18588 Delaware & Hudson C-420.......

18562 Southern Pacific GP-9..

2027064 Disconnet Southern Pacific Sleeper Car..29.95 18598 New York Central RS-11 (Scale .325.00 1927252 Penn Central B60 Baggage Car #7551.. 124.95 21759  Canadian Pacific F3 Pass. Set (sealed).... 995.00
2028480 Angela Thomas Lionel 120th Ann. Boxcar 44.95 18872 Wabash GP-7 3pcs Set .395.00 1927330 Santa Fe 60° RPO Car #65. .. 124.95 21782 PRR Congressional GG-1 Pass. Se ..750.00
2128020 Shark Fin Animated Boxcar-........... .69.9! 18892 PWC Burlington GP- .225.00 1927510 Missouri Pacific Sunshine Sp\ 2pk #1..239.95 31727 Rio Grande F-3 ‘AB’ Freight Set.. ..595.00
2143072 Fruit Growers St ‘O’ Reefer Car. 18961/49 Erie PAAIco ‘AB’ .. .450.00 1927520 Missouri Pacific Sunshine Spl. 2pk #2.... 239.95 31775 Burlington GP-7 Pass. Set #1562 ..399.95
2243122 Rock Island Modern 50’ Boxcar. 24507 Milwaukee Road E6 ‘AA Scale. .650.00 1927570 Defense Special 18" 2-pack B...... . 31776 Lackawanna #2219w FM Frt. Set ..395.00

2243132 Railbox Modern 50" Boxcar...

24520/21/22  Alaska F-3 ABBA's ‘Scale’ .995.00 2027110 Santa Fe Shadowline 18" 2-cars .. 38342 Santa Fe Alco Freight Set #1619

LIONEL ‘SCALE-SIZE’ CARS
83347  Atlantic Coast Line Double Sheath Boxcar.. 35.00
84128 TLDX Demonstrator PS-2 CD Hopper Car-.. 44.95
84478 or 79 Wabash PS-4 f/c w/40’ Trailer ea. ....69.95
84802 Gibson Wine 8000 Gallon Tank Car .. .49.95
84835 ATW 66’ Mill Gondola #400664 ... .41.95
84836 ATW 66’ Mill Gondola #400675 .41.95
84838 AOK 66’ Mill Gondola #35007 .. .41.95
84839 AOK 66’ Mill Gondola #35055 ...... .41.95
84918 or 19 David Ind. Cylindrical Hopper ea. ....... 49.95
1926141 Santa Fe Bunk Car #196752..... .59.95
1926142 Santa Fe Bunk Car #196754. .59.95
1926161 Rio Grande Bunk Car #x2380 .59.95
1926162 Rio Grande Bunk Car #x2384 .. .
1926163 Rio Grande Bunk Car #x2387 ..
1926171 Union Pacific Bunk Car #906115
1926172 Union Pacific Bunk Car #906118
1926183 MOW Bunk Car #99837 .
1926492 U.P. Safety CA-4 Caboose .. .6
1926501 Bartlett Grain PS-2CD Cov. Hopper#5509 59.95
1926502 Bartlett Grain PS-2CD Cov.Hopper #5510. 59.95
1926531 Conrail PS-2CD Covered Hopper............. 64.95
1926540 Ely Thomas Skeleton Log Car 2pk. #1..... 94.95
1926550 Ely Thomas Skeleton Log Car 2pk. #2..... 94.95
1926570 Long Bell Skeleton Log Car 2pk. .. ..94.95
1926590 NY & PRR Skeleton Log Car 2pk.. ..94.95
1926600 Unlettered Skeleton Log Car 2pk. . ..94.95
1926830 C&NW Northeastern Caboose .. ..69.95
1926840 Conrail (Rdg Patch) NE Caboose.. ..69.95
1926971 Detroit Salt PS-2CD Covered Hopper ...... 64.95
1926981 Producers Grain PS-2CD Cov. Hopper ... 64.95
2026402 Canadian Pacific 60’ Single Door Boxcar. 64.95
2026421 NYC 60’ Single Door Boxcar #56451 64.95
2026422 NYC 60’ Single Door Boxcar #56416 ....... 64.95
2026442 Penn Central 60’ Single Door Boxcar....... 64.95
2126190 Central Soya PS-2 Hopper #118 .. 59.95
2126530 MKT Tool Car #X3257 ... 59.95
2126651 MKT Bunk Car #X-2121 . 59.95
2126310 American Steel 65° Mill Gondola. 64.95
2126350 CSX 65 Mill Gondola..........
2126360 Pennsylvania 65' Mill Gondola.
2126431 BNSF Beer Car #782404....
2126441 Rio Grande Beer Car #50816....
2126451 Golden Western Beer Car #149000 ...
2126482 Western Pacific Beer Car #67055 69.95
2126590 MKT Kitchen Car .. .
2126600 Norfolk & Western Kitchen Car .
2126622 Canadian Pacific Bunk Car #41191
2226260 Great Western Railway Caboose ............. 99.95
2243030 Northern Southern Rotary Gondola 4pk. 249 95
2243040 Pennsylvania Rotary Gondola 4pk. 249.95
2243050 Union Pacific Rotary Gondola 4pk..
2243070 Norfolk Southern Rotary Gondola 2pk.
2243080 Pennsylvania Rotary Gondola 2pk.
2243090 Union Pacific Rotary Gondola 2pk.

28509 Florida East Coast GP-7 3pcs Set
28523 Soo Line SD40-2 (Scale)..
28817 Reading GP-30 (Scale).
38103 Texas Special F-3 A-unil
1935080 Southern Pacific TMCC Trackmobile.
2135080 BNSF Ballast Tamper .. . ..159.95
2135100 Conrail Ballast Tamper e .159.95
2135130 Southern Pacific Ballast Tamper .. 159.95
LIONEL CONVENTIONAL DIESELS

8260  Southern Pacific Daylight F3 ‘AA (LN)...... 375.00
8272  Pennsylvania (Gold) EP-5 wicase .275.00
8568  Preamble F-3 A-unit.. .125.00
8659  Virginian Rectifier.. .125.00
8687  Jersey Central ‘Mis: Y .245.00
8753  Pennsylvania Tuscan GG-1.. .295.00
8850  Penn Central GG-1 .295.00
8859  Conrail Rectifier ... .145.00

951  Southern Pacific Black Widow FM .250.00

.395.00
.375.00
.325.00
.375.00
.224.95

8952/8059/8164 PRR Green F-3 ABBAs. 795.00
18107 Denver & Rio Grande PA Alco ‘ABA's wiRS . 495.00
18119 Union Pacific Alco ‘AA’ (Sealed)............... 245.00
18163 New York Central FT ‘AA’ w/SignalSnds.... 245.00
18301 Southern FM w/hom..........cccccceeveece .195.00
18302 Great Northern EP-5 w/6 Cars (FF#3)....... 395.00

18311 Disney EP-5 Electric w/horn ...
18500 Milw. Road GP-9 w/6 Cars (FF#Z)
18551 Susquehanna RS-3 w/case.......
18552  Duluth Missible SD-18 w/case ..
18554 Gulf,Mobile & Ohio RS-3 w/case .. .175.00
18841 Western Maryland GP-20 .145.00
28508 New Haven C-420 w/SignalSnds (Scale) .. 195.00
LIONEL STANDARD ‘O’ DIESELS
18205  Union Pacific Dash 8-40B..... .195.00
18211 Susquehanna Dash 8-40B .. .175.00
18219 C&NW Dash-8 w/Railsounds.... .195.00
18221 Denver Rio Grande SD-50 w/TMCC. .295.00
18222 Denver Rio Grande SD-50 w/Horn .225.00
18226 General Electric Dash-9 w/TMCC. .250.00
18228  Southern Pacific Dash-9 w/TMCC .250.00
LIONEL NON-POWERED DIESELs
14584 Wabash F-3 A-unit (PWC)............. ... 149.95
14586 Delaware & Hudson PB-1 Alco ‘Scale' ..... 145.
18122 SF F-3 B-Unit w/Railsound (BIue/YeIIow) 195.00

.195.00
.495.00
.175.00
.175.00

18938 U.S. Navy NW-2 Calf Unit ... 74.
18965 Santa Fe PB-1 w/Railsounds .
18966 New York Central PB-1 w/Railsound 225.00
24573 PWC Santa Fe F-3 B-unit #2383C ... 149.95
34545 Rio Grande F-3 LEGACY B-unit (PW 225.00
34546  Southern F-3 LEGACY B-unit (PWC) 225.00

38116 Baltimore & Ohio FT B-unit... .
1933562 Long Island FA Power Cab Car #609 ... 299.95
1933564 Long Island FA Power Cab Car #610..... 299.95

2033193 EMD SD70M-2 #76 (Scale)... 259.95
2033203 Florida East Coast SD70M-2 #106 (Scale) 289.95
2033559 SVTX ES44ACe #1986 (Scale)... ..299.95

www.grzyboskitrains.com

2027330 Friendship Train 18" Sleeper 2pk. .......... 239.95
2027610 S.P. Daylight 18" StationSound Diner..... 249.95
2127200 Penn Central B60 Baggage Car #7705.. 124.95
2127210 Penn Central B60 Baggage car #7630... 124.95
2127250 Pullman Pool Service (Gray) 2pk. .2
2127490 GM&O 18" Passenger 2-pack ‘A’..
LIONEL PASSENGER CAR/SETS |
9569 to 75 PRR Congressional 15" Alum. (7) ......... 54
19015 to 18 Lionel Lines Madison 4-Car Set..
19017 Madison ‘Manhattan’ Coach Car .....
19109  Southern Pacific Madison Baggage
19074  Legends of Madison 4-Car Set...
19096 Legends of Madison 2-Car Add
19109 sto 13,28,38 Santa Fe 15° Alum. 7-Cars ...
19137 New York Central 15" Duplex Roomette ...
19140 N&W 15" Alum. Combo (smooth)
19141 N&W 15" Alum. Diner (smooth)
19143 N&W 15" Alum. Coach (smooth)..
19153 Chesapeake & Ohio 15" Alum. 4-pack....... 275.
19166  Northern Pacific 15" Alum Full Dome (4) ... 250.00
19183  Great Northern 15” Alum. Full Dome 2pk .. 195.00
25408 Santa Fe 18” Aluminum 2-Car Set...
25416  S.P. Daylight 18" Aluminum 2-Car Set.
27917 B&O Budd Dummy Baggage Car
29129 Texas Special 15" Alum. 4-Car Set..
35413 PWC Lionel Lines 15" Alum. 2-Car Set......
39028  Lionel Lines Archive Madison 3-Car Set....
39118  Texas Spec. 15" Alum StationSound Diner 195.! 00
39119 Southern 15” Alum. 4-Car Set.... ..325.00
39141 Rock Island 15’ Alum. 4-Car Set 95.00
39163 Erie-Lacka. 15" Alum. Combo/Coach 2pk 195.00
39166 Texas Special 15" Alum. 2pk Addons......... 295.00
39182 Western Pacific 15" Alum. 2-Car Addons... 249 95
51201 Railchief Tinplate ‘O’ 4-Car set... |
52000 TCA 15” Aluminum 9-Car Set ...
LIONEL OPERATING ACC
2315 #497 Coaling Station
12767 Steam,Clean, & Grind Shop
12782 Operating Lift Bridge....
12798  Animated Forklift Station..
12818 Animated Freight Station.
12847 Icing Station.....
12915 #164 Log Loader .
12948  Silver Bascule Bridge
14000 #264 Forklift Platform
14107  #497 Coaling Station ...
14105  Aquarium Operating Building
14167  Operating Lift Bridge .
24107 Missile Firing Range w/Exploding Boxca
32904 Hellgate Bridge (Cream/Green)
32905 Irvington Tinplate Factory ...
32921 #97 Electric Coaling Station.
32961 UFO CafZ X
1929160 Thomas the Tank Sir Topham Gateman ... 74.95
2229200 Transfer Station ............ccooceeeevierncriines 219.95

GRZYBOSKI’S TRAINS CTT MAY ISSUE 2023

38249 C&O GP-7 Freight Set #12885-500.
LIONEL BOXED SET (NO
1070  Chessie ‘Royal Ltd’ Diesel Freight
1608  AMEX W&ARR General Set....
1970  Southern Pacific U36B Freight Set............ 295.
1971 Reading ‘Quaker City’ U36B Freight Set ... 295.00
11704 Southern GP-7 Diesel Freight Set.... .22
11710  C.P. Rail SD-40 St ‘O’ Freight (sealed)
11733  W.P. ‘Feather River’ Freight Set.......
11909 N&W J Warhorse Weather Hopper Set
11918 Conrail GP-20 Merger Frt. Set.........
11934 Virginian Rectifier Hopper Set (sealed)
21753  Fire/Rescue Service Station Set
21789  Norfolk Southern GP-9 Trailer Car S
28272 | Love USA SD60 wi50 State Cars & B .2095.00
31748 Santa Fe U28CG Scale Freight Set-TMCC ... 595.00
LIONEL TUBULAR R-T-R SETS
1351 B&O General Steam Passenger Set ......... 250.00
1354 C&NW GP7 Freight (set box worn).. ..195.00
1615  Cannonball Express (DC) -SEALED. ..125.00
1615  Cannonball w/True Value Boxcar.
1866  CP Rail ‘Great Plains’ Freight Set
11839  SP&S Hooker Tank Car Set (sealed
11935  Little League Baseball 4-4-2 Steam Frt. ...
31910 Soo Line GP-9 Trailer Train Set... 0.0
LIONEL 6464 SERIES BOXCARS
19247 6464 Series | Boxcar 3-pack . 195.
19257 6464 Series Il Boxcar 3-pac
19266 6464 Series IIl Boxcar 3-pack .
19272 6464 Series |V Boxcar 3-pack .
19276 6464 Series V Boxcar 3-pack .
19292 6464 Series VI Boxcar 3-pack .
29267 6464 Series VIl Boxcar 3-pack
29289 6464 Series IX Boxcar 3-pack .
39203 6464 Series X Boxcar 3-pack..
19282 Santa Fe ‘Super Chief 6464-1
19289 Monon ‘Hoosier Line’ 6464-197
19290 Seaboard ‘Silver Meteor’ 6464-
19291  Great Northern 6464-397.
19953  Lionel Corporation 6464-97 .
27776  Variation 2pk. PRR -200 & CofG -375.
29202 Santa Fe ‘El Captain’ 6464-497
29203 Maine Central 6464-597 ..
29218 Vapor Records ........
29235 NYC Pacemaker 6464-510 .
29236 MKT 6464-515.........
29250 Lackawanna Phobe Snow 6464-199
29281 Post-Merger LV/CNJ Overstamp 2pk. .
29282  Archive 3-pack (NYC,GN, & Seaboard
29287 Penn Central/New Haven Overstamped..
29291 Santa Fe 6464-700
39236 Western Pacific 6464-250.
39253  Archive 3-pack (D&M,NS, & L&N
39257 Western Pacific 6464-100 (Boy Set addon).. 44 95
52087 TTOS New Mexico Central...........ccccocoeevnee. 25.00
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LIONEL PARTS DEALER AND
AUTHORIZED SERVICE STATION #91
PROVIDING EXPERT REPAIRS TO
PREWAR, POSTWAR AND OTHER
MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com

WEB: www.sandwparts.com

Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9AM-4PM EST

TEL - (518) 280-5197

762 Whitney Dr., Niskayuna, NY 12309
NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping

Modern era notes

WITH BOB KELLER

DispLay SHewves FOR
Voun TnmN Room!

f] Satin Finish,
Hardened Anodized
Extruded Aluminum
No Brackets Needed
Raised Rails Hold
Your Trains in Place
6 ft. lengths,
€xpandable with
= | Joiner Pins Supplied
"= Special Cutting

"O"GAUQE i $30.00
Combination "O/STD/LGB" Gauge . . .$44.00
Plus UPS Shipping

RAIL STOPS - This
extremely versatile
product is designed
to fit our shelves or
similar shelving from
HO/S gauge or O
gauge to O/STDAGB
gauge. RAIL STOPS
can be used any
place along your
shelves and will
prevent your trains
from being rolled
along the rails. RAIL : =

STOPS fit all track and can be used in place of
bumpers on train layouts.

RAIL STOPS are $12.00 per dozen.

Plus shlpplng and handling.

RAIL END CAPS -
The newest
addition to Glenn
| Snyder Display
Systems product
line. Designed to
trim the ends of
our shelves or
similar shelving.
RAIL END CAPS will
give a finished
look to the end of
your shelves and
will help prevent your trains from being
knocked off the ends.

Please specify when ordering: combination
"HO/S" gauge, "O" gauge or combination
"O/STD/LGB" gauge.

RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.

Plus shipping and handling.

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS
5940 Woodlece Court * Orchard Park, NY 14127
Toll Free 1-877-852-4676

e-mail: glenn@gsds.com * wwuw.gsds.com

ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA
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Along those same lines

A few more thoughts on track selection

Bob and Kent Johnson sort through track components before starting on the building phase
of a project layout. There's definitely a plan to follow here, but not everyone does it that way.

B MY COLUMN ON TRACK in the
March/April 2023 issue generated a bit of
feedback. Really, that’s putting it mildly.

I sure didn’t intend to exclude certain
track types. Let’s be honest, though: you
could build a layout with T-Rail, original
Marx, or Super-O track, but you probably
won't be finding it in quantity at your
local hobby shop. It will take a lot of time
and dedication to find enough of any of
them to get that job done.

So, unless you have a vision of creat-
ing a specific time in toy train history,
this is a case where it’s OK to press the
“easy” button and go with what is avail-
able at hand and in large quantity.

Not picking sides
Several readers asked me to cite a “best”
track brand. No can do.

Each type has pluses and minuses, and
has to be viewed through a filter of what
you want your layout to look like and
how you want it to operate. Nobody from
the Layout Police is going to visit your
home and give you a report card on your
track, so you are encouraged to follow the
“Sinatra plan” of doing it your way.

Points to consider when starting to
build a layout from zero:

1. Ifyou are a stickler for prototypical
detailing in a three-rail world, Atlas O
21st Century Track, GarGraves, or
MTH’s ScaleTrax may be your prime
choice. But if they lack the right fitter
sections, you need to cut them your-
self. Be aware tubular track (Gar-
Graves, K-Line, Lionel, or Menards) is

One of the first things to consider when
laying track is sound abatement. Screwing it
directly to plywood results in lots of noise. A
layer of extruded foam can quiet things.



fairly easy to cut with a motor tool
or even a hacksaw.

2. Track with a plastic base can be cut
(or so I've heard), but the electrical
connections are under the track and
may be challenging to reconstruct.

3. Noise will be a factor. Regardless of
brand, if you bolt the track directly
to the tabletop, you get noise and
vibration. Using cork or rubber
roadbed will mitigate some of the
noise, but it will still rumble.

4. Back in 1999, Classic Toy Trains built
a two-level O gauge layout. One
level had cork and ballast attached
to the tabletop; the second used car-
pet padding that significantly dead-
ened the sound. I suspect RealTrax
or FasTrack would still have an
echo-chamber effect without some
sort of mitigation, because both are
hollow underneath.

Those are some of the nuts-and-
bolts issues. The aesthetic, or visual
angle, is up to you.

The O gauge world features some
amazing layouts that can arguably be
considered art. Most probably had a
vision from the start. I suspect, though,
most were created as the builders fin-
ished one stage and moved to the next.

The critical factor, then, is that the
mountains and valleys and ups and
downs may differ, but the track is still
the track you started with.

Differing methods
CTT’s founding editor, Dick Christian-
son, basically built the foundation and
mountains on his layout before he put
the track down. On the other hand, I
put the track down and have shoe-
horned everything else into it. My lay-
out will never be in Classic Toy Trains,
but I'm perfectly happy with it.

So, if you are new to the hobby, or
(like I was) a returning newcomer who
probably knew more about care and
feeding of O gauge trains when I was
10 than I did at 40, start slowly.

You may discover that the best track
brand is the one that fits your mind’s-
eye view of your layout. Then be sure
to factor in your skill
level if you need to
modify your track.

Don’t overthink it —
just do it and be sure to
have fun!

'z __ TI-I: VWESTEEN DEPOT

1650 Sierra Ave. Suite 203 Yuba City, CA 95993

¢ Huge in-stock inventory
¢ \\Vebsite updated daily

Call 530-673-6776 Hours:
Westerndepot. com Monday-Friday 9:00-5:30

Ilemamher how much fun it was?

stillis? =

Lionel, Collectors Club of America
= mllnneimllemm,nm

Gk 1 e " * w e —

National conventions 2023 in Concord, NC, Lionel’s hometown
Unique collectible engines and rolling stock
Members-only website access to Lionel, Ives and AF historic catalogs
Access to LCCA’s standardized Modular O gauge layout system
‘““Ask The Expert” for all model train questions
Five Member magazines per year
Free Lionel catalogs mailed to members®
Four Buy/Sell magazines per year
Free on-line listings to buy and sell trains
Kid’s Club
Electronic membership option

10% Discounts on Lionel’s online store™ Ofz40

Access to LCCA online store S
*Only when printed by Lionel. **Some exclusions apply. =

Join now! Call (815) 223-0115 or visit our website for details and to join.

@ ) JIONEL 4715 ANER(

b

EST 1970

The Best Toy Train Club on the Planet!™
815-223-0115 « lionelcollectors.org
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Seventy square feet may seem like enough room for an O gauge layout, but

Rick Elliott will tell you getting everything he wanted for his model railroad

proved to be a challenge. Careful planning and excellent modeling enabled -2

this resident of Plano, Texas, to find spots for an MTH No. 30-9034 WANT TO CONTRIBUTE?
McDonald's and a vintage Marx No. 413A lighted switch tower, plus a barrel Please send your best pictures to CTT Photo Album,
loader, bubbling oil field, and pipe company from Lionel. The engine taking 21027 Crossroads Circle, Waukesha, W1 563187-1612 or
center stage in this photo taken by Kennon Grose is a Lionel No. 58526 NW2 email them to photoalbum@ClassicToyTrains.com.
diesel switcher specially decorated in a sweet Texas Special paint scheme for Digital photos must be taken with the camera set at the
the Lionel Collectors Club of America. Readers who are intrigued by the possi- largest possible file size. Include your name, address,
bilities offered by layouts covering less than 100 square feet should check out and daytime telephone number; a description of each
the 0 and S gauge railroads and track plans showcased in Toy Train Layouts image, including the gauge and make of the train; and
for Small Spaces, a special-interest publication created by the editors of the name of the photographer or layout owner if he or

Classic Toy Trains and still available by going to KalmbachHobbyStore.com she is someone other than you. If your photograph is
published, we will pay you $50 as long as we have not

previously bought the photo.
For more on photo specs, please go to trains.com/ctt/
magazine/contributor-guidelines/
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’I‘ STEVEN TRIPP’'SO GAUGE LAYOUT

The problem faced by Steven Tripp about 10 years ago was a familiar one among model railroaders: How
could he bring to life memories of coal mining in Pennsylvania and the railroads serving that industry
during the steam-to-diesel transition era? Compounding the challenges was the fact that his home in
Shenandoah, Texas, lacked a basement. Being a creative soul, Steve put a few ideas on paper before
reaching out to Roger and Darcie Farkash at TW TrainWorx in Dallas. Together, they built a 50 x 110-inch
0 gauge display with two levels of action. Today, an MTH RailKing No. 30-2984-3 Alco RS1 road switcher

creeps across a trestle, deafening the brakeman on a caboose below.

i

P Epy)

—> GEROLD SLOTKIN’S

S GAUGE LAYOUT

Photos of outstanding compact layouts
in every gauge have flooded the Classic
Toy Trains office ever since we finished
our special-interest publication titled Toy
Train Layouts for Small Spaces. The

S gauge display built by Gerold Slotkin
really tickles our fancy. He has filled the
6 x 9-foot two-level railroad in North
Brunswick, N.J., with postwar trains and
accessories from the American Flyer line
by the A.C. Gilbert Co. Gerry photo-
graphed a pristine No. 372 Union Pacific
GP7 road diesel pulling a string of color-
ful tank cars around a curve, passing by
the Nos. 585 Tool Shed, 596 Operating
Water Tower, and 768 Qil Supply Depot.

Trains.com
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=> RAYMOND SMITH’S O GAUGE LAYOUT

Lionel trains rumbling over circular main lines erected at different heights
and surrounded by operating accessories, including this No. 397 Diesel-Type
Coal Loader, combine to bring Raymond Smith back to his youth in the
1950s. Long ago, this O gauger modeler residing in Bradford, R.I. recalls, life
didn't move quite as quickly as today, and kids enjoyed sharing their Lionel
locomotives and rolling stock. Ray liked to join in the fun, although he was
careful not to let his beloved No. 2353 Santa Fe F3 A-A combination roam
too far from home. The levels of activity and simple yet effective scenery
remind our host of the excellent three-rail operating display Lionel opened to
the public in its New York showroom in 1949.

N WAYNE COLABAUGH’S O GAUGE LAYOUT

One glance at the picture Joe Phillips has shared of his good friend Wayne
Colabaugh’s O gauge layout, and you know they both like plenty of activity.
Why, they couldn't even wait for the MTH Premier line No. 22-20636-2
Norfolk Southern AC4400CW to slow down before snapping this terrific
shot. Nearby on Wayne's railroad in Stroudsburg, Pa., a train carrying mili-
tary vehicles on flatcars moves steadily ahead. Freights consisting of as
many as 40 Lionel and MTH pieces of rolling stock were common sights.

|




<~ ROBERT MADISON’S O GAUGE
MODEL RAILROAD

Every postwar enthusiast will admit to having a
favorite kind of freight car. Pin down Robert
Madison, and this resident of Westerly, R.I., will
confess to a love of Lionel's short and long
transformer cars. He will occasionally put
together a train consisting of half a dozen of the
memorable cars, with a work caboose at the
rear. For our benefit, Bob fired up a No. 2056
small Hudson steamer with a No. 2020W whis-
tle tender and then coupled the duo to a nicely
restored No. 2461 transformer car. The beauti-
ful backdrop showing Onota Lake, Mass., is an
enlarged postcard. A station and trees complete
this scene on his Cwm Llwyd layout. Bob took
the name of his 50 x 60-inch O gauge layout
from the Welsh words for “gray valley."

V' RICK BORLAND’S O GAUGE
MODEL RAILROAD

The three generations of farmers hard at work
on Rick Borland's O gauge layout are reminis-
cent of the three generations in his family who
have been enjoying Lionel trains since the
mid-1950s. Rick received his first outfit as a
youngster, and it included the No. 2338
Milwaukee Road GP7 road diesel shown cruis-
ing along the main line in Carrollton, Ohio. Rick
introduced his kids to the hobby three decades
later, and now his grandsons and granddaugh-
ter can be found operating the postwar trains
on this 52 x 96-inch display whenever they visit.

"|+ f o AT
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WITH THE CTT STAFF

RIDE THE SLIDE. General American Transportation
Corp. produced more than 5,000 of its 4,180-cubic-foot
Airslide covered hoppers between 1963 and 1980 to handle
bulk commodities. MTH's latest run of these O gauge
RailKing cars ($69.95) feature detailed ABS bodies, metal
wheels and axles, die-cast 4-wheel trucks, operating metal
couplers, and separate details including brake wheels and
grab irons. Cars operate on 0-31 curves. Road names include
Southern, Chessie System, Conrail, and Union Pacific. To
order, visit mthtrains.com or see your local retailer.

locomotives have been added to the Atlas O Premier Line. Road names for
the ES44AC include Canadian Pacific (Hapag-Lloyd and Every Child
Matters schemes), BNSF Ry. (Heritage Il and Heritage Il with post-2005
lettering), Canadian National (100th anniversary), Kansas City Southern
(Safety Starts Here scheme), and Union Pacific (2022 scheme with and
without American flag). The ES44DC is decorated for CSX (Western
Maryland herald on cab side and "Spirit of Cincinnati”). The six-axle road
units feature an ABS body; die-cast metal truck sides, pilot, and fuel tank;
and ProtoSound 3.0 featuring Freight Yard Proto-Effects. The O gauge
models are priced at $679.95 (price is subject to change based on elec-
tronic board availability and cost). To order, visit shop.atlasrr.com or stop
by your favorite Atlas O retailer.

CARRYING THE MARKERS. The Northeast caboose is another new
addition to the Atlas O Premier Line. The model ($89.95) is decorated for
Central RR of New Jersey (red and white), Conrail (blue and black), Lehigh
Valley (green and white), Maine Central (orange and green), Norfolk &
Western (blue and yellow), Reading Co. (green and yellow), and Union
Pacific (Maintenance-of-Way Green with Chicago & North Western
reporting marks and Operation Liefsaver logo in one road number). Each
road name is offered in two numbers unless noted. The caboose has 1:48
scale dimensions and is designed for 0-31 curves. Look for this model at
your local Atlas O dealer in the second quarter of 2023.

REEFER BLOCK. New paint schemes and road numbers are
being offered on the 40-foot steel refrigerator car from Atlas O. New
schemes on the Master Line model include Western Fruit Express
(with Northern Pacific and Northern Pacific Railway heralds in two
numbers each), Burlington Northern (Maintenance-of-Way Brown in
four numbers), and Central RR Co. of New Jersey (Ballantine
Heritage: Bock, India Pale Ale, Export Dark, and XXX Ale in one num-
ber each). New numbers (four each) are offered on cars decorated for
Bangor & Aroostook (orange and black) and Merchants Despatch
Transport (New York Central, orange and brown). Features on the O
gauge reefer ($92.95) include die-cast metal ladders, stirrup steps,
and grab irons; 50-ton solid-bearing trucks; and 33" wheels. The
model, scheduled for release in quarter two of 2023, has a minimum
diameter curve of 0-36.
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KEEP ON PUSHING. The latest O gauge model
being offered by the New Jersey Hi-Railers is an MTH
Premier Line gondola with NYNJ reporting marks for
New York New Jersey Rail. It models prototype idler cars
used to load rolling stock onto car floats running
between Bush Terminal in Brooklyn and Greenville Yard
in New Jersey. Single cars are $90; sets of two are $170,
with delivery expected by this summer. To order, contact
the club at njhirailers.com/shop

THINGS THAT GO BOOM. Menards salutes the armed forces with the Military Boxcar
with Shells. Each 10" model features opening side doors with four pallets of munitions inside.

The O gauge boxcar features metal wheels and chassis, realistic wheel shocks, and operating . QUICK AND EASY DETALILS. Ipswich
couplers, and it can navigate 0-27 curves. Available individually (No. 2797848; $24.99) or in i Hobbies has released 3-D printed smokejacks
a 4-pack (No. 2793405; $84.96). Visit your local Menards or menards.com/trains i based on Boston & Maine standard plans. The

0 scale parts are ideal for crossing shanties,
yard offices, and section houses. A three-pack
is priced at $5. To order, visit ipswichhobbies.
com or call 919-721-8757.

HIGH-WIDE HAULER. Road names on this Atlas O Premier Line 75-foot depressed-
center flatcar include Penn Central; Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe; Conrail; Kasgro Rail Lines;
Pittsburgh & Lake Erie; TTX (modern logo with QTTX reporting marks); and Western Pacific. 1
Each road name is offered in two numbers. The O gauge flatcar has an ABS body, die-cast ' MOVING THE BLACK DIAMONDS. This
metal trucks, and a transformer load. The model, priced at $89.95, is scheduled for release in i Atlas O Premier Line four-bay hopper is decorated
the second quarter of 2023. To order, visit shop.atlasrr.com or head to your local hobby shop. | for Burlington Northern, Alaska RR, Chicago &

| Eastern lllinois, Conrail, Denver & Rio Grande

' Western, and Southern Pacific. A limited-edition

1 three-pack decorated in fictional schemes for
. 1 Central RR of New Jersey, Lehigh Valley, and

i Reading Co. is also available. The O gauge hop-
! Z‘j FWIE,TJ per has an ABS body; separate, factory-applied
i (R ¥ EWSRY

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

T e

i}

i metal handrails; and a coal load. Single cars sell
' for$84.95, and the three-pack is priced at

' $254.85. The four-bay models are scheduled to
' arrive at brick-and-mortar and online Atlas O
BIG BOXES. A new run of Atlas O Master Line 53-foot intermodal containersis scheduledto '+ retailers in the second quarter of 2023.

arrive in hobby shops in the fourth quarter of 2023. The Jindo container will be offered in new
paint schemes (Swift and EMP [ex-HUB and ex-Pacer]) and numbers (CSX [*How Tomorrow

iR
|l 1]
M L]

WANT TO SUBMIT A PRODUCT? Send

Moves" slogan]). The CIMC container will also be offered in a new scheme (Canadian Pacific) | complete ordering information and a large, hi-res photo
and numbers (HUB Group - Norfolk Southern). Each paint scheme is offered in six numbers; 1 file to hmiller@kalmbach.com or on a CD by mail to
two different six-pack assortments will also be offered. Single containers will sell for $34.95, ! HalMiller, Classic Toy Trains magazine, P.O. Box 1612,

and the six-packs will be priced at $209.70. | Waukesha, W1 53187-1612.
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News & products

From KalmbachHobbyStore.com

The following special publications are in ' A MIDWEST e I
stock at the Kalmbach Hobby Store. All are 1 CLASSIC. Fallen

available in print and digital formats. The ' Flags: Wisconsin WI SCONSIN
digital editions are powered by Zinioandare  : Central c NTHAL
compatible with PC, Macintosh, Androidvia 1 Remembered is the
Google Play app, iOS via AppStore, and Win8 3 latest special issue
devices. 1 from our sister
*********************************************** " magazine Classic
THIS BUDD’S FOR YOU. Budd's popularself- | Trains. The 100-

YOUR GUIDE TO FUN. If
you're looking to make trains a
part of your summer travel plans,

powered Rail Diesel Cars (RDCs) are chronicled in ' page publication you'll want to pick up a copy of
this documentary-style DVD from Rich Luckin. The | features five maps, the Tourist Trains Guidebook.
75-minute video traces the history of these unique ~  including a system From the editors of Trains maga-
vehicles from their 1 diagram, and four 1 zine, the 9th edition is new and
introduction in 1949 1 decades of stories about the WC from leading railroad :  completely updated. It features

! journalists. The magazine also includes storiesonthe | more than 500 popular train

through the present
day. Interviews with Fox River Valley and the Green Bay & Western (pur- | rides, museums, special event
engineers who oper- chased by the WC in 1993), the Algoma Central 1 trains, and railroad vacation des-

(acquired in 1996), and the Canadian National, which | tinations in the U.S. and Canada.
purchased the WC in 2001. Print and digital editions | The 376-page softbound book
are $12.99 each, or you can get both for $18.99. The © ($22.99) is organized by region

ated RDCs and passen-
gers are also included.
The DVD is offered by

Classic Trains maga- 1 digital edition is powered by Zinio and is compatible  : and includes maps, insider tips on
zine and is priced at 1 with PC, Macintosh, Android via Google Play app, i0S  the best times to go, what to see,
$27.99. 1 via AppStore, and Win8 devices. i and nearby activities.

Charles Ro Supply Company

662 Cross Street, Malden, MA 02148 - 781-321-0090

WORLD’S LARGEST LIONEL DEALER FOR OVER 50 YEARS

VISTTIGURJEASYAT,OJUS EAWEBYSITE]
* Shop By Gauge m m E

% Large Inventory & Great Prices
Over 11,000 items listed

% Latest News from Charlie ¢
* New Product Announcements

& = )/ * New Products “Just In”
* Helpful Hobby Hints

My
-

; 502022

ANNTvERSAR

www.charlesro.com
ORDER ON-LINE or Call to Order: 800-225-4424 - 800-225-4425
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TAKING ON COAL. Millhouse River Studio is offering a new automatic coal flood loader
in classic wood and a modern version with simulated steel panels. It automatically loads cars
as the train moves underneath at a scale 3-5 mph. Built-in sensors control the dispensing
chute and stops the flow between cars. Unit operates until deactivated or it runs out of coal; it
will hold approximately 120 oz. and the roof is removable for reloading. Classic Wood version
is $1,535; Modern Steel is $1,495. Order and see videos at millhouseriverstudio.com

GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC
310225

BRRRR THAT’S COLD. The Canadian Toy Train Association is offering 36’ woodside reefers
in paint schemes for Grand Trunk Pacific and Canadian Northern. Each of the MTH Trains
Premier Line O gauge refrigerator cars comes in two road numbers. Cost is $70 US plus $12 US
shipping per car. For questions and ordering information, please email mlhorne@shaw.ca or
visit canadiantoytrains.org. Deilivery is expected sometime in late 2023.

Your Southern Connection _for
Quality O Gauge Products

ROUNDHOUSE _ams
SOUTH @i

4611 5. Ridgewood Ave. . Port Orange, FL 32127

1240 40 40 b0 40 50 5n 9 00 B 4e B

aling Aquarium C

Freight charges added to ALL orders.
www.roundhousesouth.com

TRAIN COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION™

JOIN TCA!

Friendships that

Last a Lifetime!
Here are just a few great TCA benefits:
= TCA Train Meets (including York, PA!)

- *3* Publications: The Train Collectors
Quarterly, National Headquarters News
& TCA E-Train, our online magazine

= TCA x-change (online marketplace)
= National Toy Train Museum {;ﬁfjttance!

= Toy Train Reference Library

Call or visit us online for
your application today!

717.687.8623
www.TCAtrains.org
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Collectible classics

WITH ROGER CARP

Lionel’s No. 150 Telegraph Pole Set

Get to know this overlooked trackside item from the 1940s

H ONE GREAT BENEFIT
of researching and writing Lio-
nel Trains of the 1940s, the lat-
est special-interest publication
from Classic Toy Trains, was
discovering for the first time or
coming across again a few less-
publicized trackside accesso-
ries. All but hidden at the back
of the consumer catalogs were
some notable items.

Paging through the catalogs
Lionel issued in the late 1940s,
I ran across the Nos. 70 Yard
Light, 0209 Set of Barrels, and
919 Bag of Grass. I'd almost
forgotten how interesting they
looked and what they could do
to make an O gauge railroad
look better and seem
more realistic.

Another over-
looked accessory
that caught my eyes |
was the No. 150
Telegraph Pole Set.
Cataloged from 1947
through 1950, it
seemed worth study-
ing and, as I explained
in an article for
Trains.com, adding to
my collection.

Basic information
There wasn't a great
deal to the 150.
Designers at Lionel wanted to
provide anyone building a lay-
out with miniature poles so
they could model what was
perhaps the archetypal railroad
scene: the parade of telegraph
poles erected alongside main
lines everywhere in the coun-
try. Travelers and hobos, movie
goers and singers easily envi-
sioned the silvery wires strung
from pole to pole to transmit
messages of every sort.

The flat orange printed box
came with six brown plastic
poles. Placed with them were
the metal base clips owners
could attach to the track ties,
thereby securing the 674" poles
in their upright position.

Instead of a printed instruc-
tion sheet tucked inside the
rectangular box, Lionel printed
on the underside of the lid an
illustration of how to fit the
clips to the round base of the
poles (the company’s circle-L
logo was molded on them).

Alan Stewart, the author of
the sixth volume of Greenberg’s
Guide to Lionel Trains, 1945-

No. !53'
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TELEGRAPH

1969, described the artwork as
printed in black or brown on a
yellow background. He stated
that two box sizes have been
reported. “The smaller box,
probably the later version, has

Long tradition

There isn’t much more to say
about the 150 set, which was
priced at $3 ($37.82 today).
Lionel dropped it from the line
after the company’s golden

Go on a buying journey with Roger Carp as
he focuses on Lionel's No. 150 Telegraph Pole Set

on Trains.com/CTT. Learn how he researches and
buys vintage toy train items.

the clip trough in the center
with the poles spanning it. The
larger box [of the 150] has the
trough located along the bot-
tom, below the poles”

Lionel offered the No.
150 Telegraph Pole
Set between 1947 and
1950. The 2023 edi-
tion of Greenberg's
Pocket Price Guide to
Lionel Trains values
this trackside acces-
sory at $20 in good
condition and $41in

excellent.

POLE SET

Set courtesy Rick Dunn

anniversary year of 1950 and
never revived it.

What should be remem-
bered about the 150 is that it
carried on a notable tradition
at Lionel. Since the firm intro-
duced the No. 60 Tele-
graph Post in 1920, it
had made individual
poles and sets of six
standard entries in its
list of products.

Standard and O
gauge modelers
wanted to arrange
painted metal poles by
their main lines. They
knew such means of
communication were
basic to transmitting
information.

By the middle of
the 20th century, the
telegraph was virtually
obsolete in America, super-
seded by the telephone. The
tall wood poles standing by
main lines and sidings now
made possible home phones
and party lines. No need for
youngsters to stick telegraph
poles on their layouts. If they
wanted modern effects, they
would get the lightweight
injection-molded telephone
poles sold in the millions by
Plasticville U.S.A.



Lionel Legacy Locomotives

LIO1933500 C&NW FAAA
LI01933540 NYC FAAA Set
LI01933548 NYC FB-2 PWD

LI01933562 Long Island FA Cab Car
LI01933580 GN Bipolar #5020

LI01933600 NYC Bipolar........

L101933620 Polar Express Bipolar
LIO1933740 Reading FA AA Set....
LI01933748 Reading FB-2 PWD
LI02031300 RBM&N Legacy T1....

L102031320 Freedom Train T1

L102033100 Mooristown & Eire S-2

L102033248 Alaska F7B Powe

L102033249 Alaska F7B Superbass
LI02033310 UP SD70ACe #4141

red oo,

L102033319 UP SD70ACe #4141 Dummy$269 98,

L102033471 CNJ SD-40 #3064

LI02033511 GM&O SD40

LI02033551 SVTX ES44AC #1912

LI02033600 UP SD70ACe #11

LI02131150 Clichfield 2-8-8-2....

L102131250 GM&O 4-6-2
L102131280 NKP 4-6-2
L102131340 L&HR 2-8-2 ..
L102133030 NYC E7 AA
L102133039 NYC E7 B Unit
L10213319X 1/2 Seaboard GP
L102133201 Texas & Pacific G

L102133210 Santa Fe Shark AA

1.

7.
P7 ..

L102133218 Santa Fe Shark B Powered

L102133270 PRR Shark AA Green
LI0213331X 1/2 ACL SD70Ace

LI02133331 B&O SD70Ace

L10213334X 1/2 B&M SD70Ace
LI0213337X 1/2 Monon SD70Ace

LI02133380 Erie Lack PAAA
LI02133400 MKT PAAA
LI02133410 NH PAAA

LI02133471 KCS GP 30 #4100.

L102133510 Alaska Veranda

L102133540 Rio Grande Veranda..

LI02133580 Coors SW8

L102133620 Seaboard Coast Line SW8 .

LI02133760 Biden SD70Ace
L102231241 UP 4-12-2 #9000
L102231242 UP 4-12-2 #9023

L102231250 UP/OSL 4-12-2 #9514..
L102231260 UP 4-12-2 #9002....

L102231080 SF 2-8-0 #2535
L102231090 BC&G 2-8-0 #4
L102231120 NYC 2-8-0 #960
L10223309X 1/2 EMD SD45
L10223312X 1/2 NS SD45

L10223305X 1/2 CSX SD70Mac

L102233061 NS SD70Mac

.......

$494.98

$494.98

Lionel Leqgacy/LCS Iltems

L10634120 TMCC Direct Lockon
LIO637146 Legacy Powermaster
LI0681294 LCS 5” Fastrack Section

LI0681325 LCS Wi-Fi Module

L10681326 LCS Serial Converter 2 (SER2)$53.99

LI0681499 LCS DB9 Cable w. Power Sup

LI0681501 LCS PDI 3’ Cable

LI0681502 LCS PDI 10’ Cable...

LI0681502 LCS PDI 10’ Cable

MTH Locomotives

MTH20211391 Santa Fe FT A Unit.......... $409.99
MTH20214321 WC SD35..........cccceeneee. $459.99
MTH30205241 GE Demo ES44AC ......... $364.99
MTH30206061 CSX F40PH #9999 ......... $309.99
MTH30207031 UP SD70ACe #1111 ........ $319.99

MTH Rolling Stock

MTH2064088 SF Gold Bonnet 4 Car set.. $399.98

MTH2092231 NS Hopper 4 PK Plated ..... $279.99
MTH2092274 US Army Flat w. Humvee .. $349.99
MTH2093661 US Army Waffle Side Box..... 49.99
MTH2093699 NS 50’ DD Boxcar................ $65.99
MTH2093740 Alaska 50’ DD Boxcar .......... $60.99
MTH2094284 Thermice Reefer ........... ...$57.99
MTH2094291 SF R50B Reefer............ ...$64.99
MTH2095217 Amtrak Flatcar w. Trailer....... $64.99
MTH3068122 UP Flag Baggage Car.......... $59.99
MTH3068127 UP Bush 41 Baggage Car.... $69.99
MTH3068171 SP Full Dome Car ... -$59.99
MTH3073493 BNSF Tank Car.......... 547.99
MTH3073550 Exxon Tank Car (Plate ...$50.99
MTH3073554 Bio Fuel Tank Car ......... ...$50.99
MTH3075613 IPL 4 Bay Hopper.......... ...$47.99
MTH3075631 RF&P Map Hopper Car ........ $50.99
MTH3076546 PRR Flat w. Trailer ........ ...$54.99
MTH3076615 UP Flat w. Lumber Load....... $49.99
MTH3076665 PRR Flat w. Trailer........ ...$49.99
MTH3076675 NS Flat w. 2 Transits ..... ...$49.99
MTH3076676 BNSF Flat w. 2 Transits........ $49.99
MTH3076724 PRR Flat w. 2 Firebirds ........ $49.99
MTH3076749 CSX Center Beam Flat......... $50.99
MTH3076797 US Army Husky Stack.......... $56.99
MTH3076838 Biden Billboard Flatcar-......... $59.99

Nicholas Smith EXCLUSIVES

ATL3003216S NJ Transit
17600 Tank  $79.99

ATL3003217S NJ
17600 Tank

e

Transit
$79.99

**SALE ITEMS**

O Locomotives

Lionel Locos below are sold without warranty
LI068279X 6/7 Conrail SD38 .................. $475.00
LI068426X 0/1 CSX SD40 ....$500.00
L1068426X 8/9 WM SD40 ...$500.00
LI0684511 NYC S2 Electric #101............
L10684843 GE Demo AC6000 Green
L10684844 GE Demo AC6000 Red $500 00
LI068484X 8/9 CSX Diversity AC6000....$500.00
LI0685018 ACL SW 7 ....$400.00
L10685180 Great Northern 2-6-6-2 ....... $1150.00
LI0685219 Conrail Powered B ....$350.00
L101933528 LV FB-2 Powered ...$340.00
L101933529 LV FB-2 Superbase $320.00
L102031400 Lionel Lines GS-4 #120....$1600.00

O Freight Cars & Accessories

= i

MTH20207751 Amtrak 44

LIO1933740 Reading

Ton #1100
FAAA $849.99 $399.99
rh s -A‘(‘.A‘*
=1 = 1al
COACH CAR ’ v
=

- -

CASE (AR
Amtrak Amfleet Capstone
Passenger Cars
MTH2064021 4 Pk $409.99

LI01933748 Reading FB Powered B

MTH20207741 ConDot
P40 #836 $444.99

$419.98

LI01933749 Reading FB Superbass B....$399.98

LI01933758 Santa Fe FB Powered B .....$419.98
L102133860 Lehigh Valley SW8.............. $469.98
LI02133870 Penn Central SW8.............. $469.98
L102233861 Alaska SD70Mac #4001...... $599.99

L102233868 Alaska SD70Mac Superbas $499.99

MTH20207721 NJT P40 #4800............... $444.99
MTH20207731 NJT P40 #4803............... $449.99
MTH3071082 Strasburg Volt Meter Car.....$69.99

MTH305211 Strasburg Bump & Go Trolley

$64.99

L10627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper .....$43.99
LI0639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box..$31.99
LI0619580 Nicholas Smith Reefer...... ....$10.00
LI0619582 Nicholas Smith Reefer #2.......$10.00
L10619583 Nicholas Smith Reefer #3.......$10.00
LI0619584 Nicholas Smith Reefer #4...,,,.$10.00
O Premium Sets
No Track and Transformer

LIO683092 Steel City Switcher Set......... $1109.99
LIO684296 SP Salad Bowl Express.......... $809.99
LI01922070 PRR Limited LC+ 2.0 ........... $709.98
L101922040 Santa Fe Gold Bonnet Set....$899.98
L102022040 Manufactures Railway Set....$719.99
LI02022100 PRR Trainmaster Set ........... $809.99
L102022110 CNJ Red Baron Set.............. $809.99
LI02022120 Lionel SF 120th Anniv Set.....

L102122010 Aliquippa P&LE Set
L102122030 Southern Freight Set ..
L102122070 Asa Packer Set...........
L102122140 SF High Speed Set.............

LI02122160 New Hope & Ivyland Set.......
LI02122170 SF Valley Flyer Set............. $1979.98
L102122180 NKP Work Train Set ............. $899.99

American Flyer Legacy Locos
LI0192103X 1/2 Conrail U33C
L10192104X 1/2 D&H U33C
LI0192107X 1/2 CN SD70ACe

................. 539.98
....$539.98
..$549.99

LI0192109X 1/2 EMD SD70ACe.... 549.99
LIO1921101 Ferromex SD70ACe.............. 549.99
LIO192111X 1/2 KCS De Mexico SD70ACe...$549.99

LI0192112X 1/2 MRL SD70ACe
L10192120X 1/2 ClinchField U36C.
L10202105X 1/2 CITIRail ES44AC ....
L10202106X 1/2 FEC ES44AC
L10202109X 1/2 NS ES44AC
L102021100 UP ES44AC
L102121060 B&O Pacific..
L102121070 GN Pacific.... ..$629.99
L102121080 NYC Pacific $629.99

American Flyer Rolling Stock

....$549.99
....$539.99
....$539.99
....$539.99
....$539.99
....$539.99

.$629.99

LI02119010 75th Anniv Boxcar................... $49.99
L102119030 Bethlehem Steel Flatcar ......... $56.98
LI02119050 PRR Dep. Center Flatcar........ $56.98
L102119060 PP&L Dep. Center Flatcar ...... $56.98
L102119090 Century Beer Reefer............... $48.9

LI02119120 Senate Beer Reefer
LI02119150 USAF Missile Flat Car
LI02119160 Polar Express Searchlight Car $49.98
LI02119180DAMB DODX Searchlight Car

Above has damaged box
L10211920X 1/2 CSX Gondola ..
LI0211926X 1,4,5 C&O Hopper ............
L102119340 Hercules Powder Tank Car .....
L102119350 Sparton Oil Tank Car




Questions & answers

WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA & THE CTT STAFF

Not whistling while she works

DELUXE STEAM GIRL’S SET

INCLUDES:

2037 - 2-b-4 Pennsybvania Pink Steam Locomotive & tender wath Smoke, Whistle, & Bell
Mew Yook Contral Pink Gondola with \Bith Barrels

W-E-T Buttercup Yellow Boxcar

Lehagh Valliey Lilac Mopper with Platinum Load and Hatch Cover Lig

Mew York Certral Robin's Egg Blue Boxcar

Pennsyhvania Sky Blue N5 lluminated Cabaote

'33( Al cars Teature Die Cast tracks with Operating couplers Mindmesm Cunoe Sae ©-27

My grandparents kindly allow me to

run their Williams reproduction of the

Lady Lionel (Girl's Set) from the 1950s.
Unfortunately, the whistle in the tender doesn't
work well on certain pieces of the new tubular
track installed on their O gauge home layout.
Whenever | press the button to activate it, the
sound either cuts off halfway, or it doesn't sound
atall. We try to keep the track clean, too. - Aaron
Hanson, Conneaut, Ohio

Look first at the power going to the

whistle tender. If the wheels or other
pickups are dirty or corroded, the power
will cut in and out to the whistle circuit.

Then focus on the transformer, because

it can affect how the whistle works. If the
transformer whistle circuit is in proper
working order, it should activate all the

. Pre-Order Price

339905

lr.-m-nlwuu.ﬂ

Williams Electric Trains was one of a few toy train firms to market a reproduction of the Lady
Lionel set, better known as the Girl's Train. The whistle in the tender should work.

prewar and postwar whistles and horns

(as long as they’re also in working order).

Things get a little more complicated
with electronic whistles and horns. Their
circuits are designed to ignore some
errant fluctuations in the offset voltage
and respond to others. Lionel transform-
ers made during the postwar period put
out a “dirty” offset voltage, but the post-
war relays react to it by design.

To have a whistle not work on only
certain sections of track seems odd. Try
swapping out the sections of track where
the whistle doesn’t work. If the problem
persists, it may be a problem with how
the entire layout has been wired.

B

UPERSMOK

£
* Non- Texic Liguid & Vapor l
*Fast Wicking
Cedar * FIRTREE
Arctic Mint
Christmas Tree
Sugar Maple
Hickory * Cinnamon
Big-Puff Odorless
2 0z. BOTTLES W/ DROPPER $9.95
4 0z. BOTTLES W/ SAFETY CAP $19.50
PLUS $12.00 SHIFFING & HANDUNG PER CROCR
AVAILABLE SINCE 1979

BART'S PNEUMATICS CORP.
19562 LANDIS VALLEY RD. * LANCASTER, PA. 17804

717-392-1568 v s

MINIMLUM OFDER
Wﬁ.har!:pneumall:n.cnm Z BOTTLES

PA, RESIDEMNTS ADD 6% SALES TAX

——
T
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Buy, Sell, Consign!
Get in the Action!

www.bodnarsauction.com
Online Auctions!

Member of the TCA
Collecting for over 50 yearsI

We Understand \ \
Your Collection! SOLD!

BODNARS AUCTION
1-866-349-7378

Controlling accessories

| feel like I've seen answers to this question

in the past, but do you know of a rheostat
or another device that can slow down Lionel's
operating accessories so they don't dump coal or
other kinds of freight too fast or too hard?
Thanks in advance for your time and assistance.
- Tom James, Ballwin, Mo.

Not a problem to address this com-

mon question again. While you can
use resistors, they will dissipate the excess
current as heat. That can be dangerous if
the resistor isn’t protected properly.

Frankly, I think it will be much easier

and more practical to use another small
transformer for those accessories. It can be
adjusted for each individual car as needed.

Magnetism on whistle tender

The solenoid on my Lionel No. 6466W

whistle tender has taken on a permanent
magnetic charge. As a result, the activation plate
won't drop even if there's no current going to the
tracks. However, when | do power the tracks, the
whistle sounds. How can | kill the magnetism in
the solenoid? - Wayne Antoniazzi, Henrico, Va.

While the core of the whistle relay

can become slightly magnetized, it's a
somewhat rare occurrence. I suggest you
take off the body shell and manually drop



o “I® SN vaL LEw

£ 73

Between 1950 and '53, Lionel paired the No. 6466W early coal tender equipped with
a whistle with a few low-end steam engines, including this No. 2035 from 1951.

the movable plate on the bottom of the
relay so it’s in the lower position.

Next, you should put your tender on
the track and power it up. If the relay
closes, you have a wiring issue. If not, blow
the whistle and see if it sticks. If it does,
see how much force it takes to make the
plate drop. It should drop easily if it is
from magnetism. There may be a mechan-
ical bind from a bent or distorted part or a
misrouted wire. Check to see and then
you’ll know what the problem is.

If you determine that it is magnetized,
find someone with a demagnetizer. People
who work on recording equipment use
them to demagnetize recording heads in
tape machines. Some computer repair
shops use them to erase drives.

Postwar and modern-era Lionel
transformers
I'veread in CTT about transformer safety
and proper phasing. Therefore, [ would like
to know whether it's safe to couple a Lionel post-
war Type-ZW transformer with a modern ZW
using separate bricks? | don't want to cause any
damage in the circuit board in the newer ZW.
- Dick Slazak, West Seneca, N.Y.

It seems best to me not to mix tech-

nologies. The postwar ZW uses a true
sinusoidal wave, whereas the ZW-C uses
phase firing to control voltage levels. Add
the fact that some of the early “bricks”
were wired in a reverse polarity, and there
is a possibility of damage to electronic
boards under certain circumstances.

More operators want to use a Lionel type-ZW
transformer from the postwar era with its
contemporary peer. Problems arise when you
try to wire them in tandem.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Write to "Questions & Answers" at Classic Toy Trains,
P.0.Box 1612, Waukesha, W1 53187-1612, or email
us at gsandas@ClassicToyTrains.com and put the
words “questions & answers" in the subject line.

LIONEL OPERATING TRAIN SOCIETY

The club for

THE MOUNTAINS ARE CALLING!

Highlights Include:

* Little River Railroad Museum

vailable to club members only.
"Mooving" the milk to keep the citizens of your layout
well fed! Lionel's milk transporter is 11" long and
features die-cast trucks and operating couplers. Limited
edition - Order today! Just 365 plus S&H.

* Great Smoky Mountain Heritage Center

* Tuckaleechee Caverns & Seismic Station
* 1982 World's Fair Park-Southern Station
* Hiwassee Loop to Copperhill Train Ride
* Tennessee River Riverboat Cruise

* Brushy Mtn Prison & Distillery Tour

* Oak Ridge - Home of Manhattan Project

m'_'._.- —_
New fl"om LOTS! Final production grapﬁi’n?z-y‘-wﬂrf_-r
Lionel's 19th century "wooden" tank car salutes the
historic Brushy Mountain Penitentiary and its current
production of End of the Line Moonshine. Order now:
limited production. Just $79.99 plus S&H.

NEXT STOP: KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE
44th Annual Conventmn Iulv 9-16. 2023

Train Auction: July 14, 6:00 pm
Hilton Knoxville Airport Hotel

No reserve - No buyer's premium.
Pre-register at website.

Train Show: July 15, 10-3 pm
Hilton Knoxville Airport Hotel

Train Sales - Layouts - Train Drag Races!
Admission: $8.00 (children free)

For membership, car purchase or convention info, visit www.lots-trains.org or call 513-598-8240
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S gauge now & then

WITH BILL CLARK

Adding TMCC

Give your equipment sound and new features

B I WATCH MANY AMERICAN
FLYER AND S GAUGE GROUPS on
Facebook for interesting posts and ideas.
Recently. I found a guy selling an Ameri-
can Models Chicago & North Western
SD60 diesel that had been converted to
run on TrainMaster Command Control. I
decided to buy it and sell the same engine
I had without the installed Lionel system.

I already had 15 locomotives equipped
with TMCC or Legacy and really like the
features they provide. American Models
products are readily converted to Digital
Command Control, but I don’t want to
add another system to my home layout.

I was very pleased with the engine and
talked with the former owner about how

The American Models
Train Master with the
TMCC boards to be
installed. A speaker
also goes in.

he had converted it to TMCC. What I
learned was that Ed Goldin had done the
work. His business is called Goldinhands
(goldinhands.com). It’s also an authorized
Lionel Repair Station.

I had often thought of buying an AM
Fairbanks-Morse Train Master road diesel,
but I had held back because it didn’t have a
modern operating system. Now I had a
way to break through my reluctance.

I called Ed and asked him to do the
work. Then I had AM ship a Wabash Train
Master to him for conversion.

Doing the work
Ed gets the electronics for the conversions
from 3rd Rail/Sunset Models Inc. in San

Ramon, Calif. (3rdrail.com/err-3rdrail/
index.html). The firm is licensed by Lionel
to sell TMCC electronics, as Lionel no
longer operates the Electric RR Company.

For my conversion Ed needed to install
a Mini Commander IT TMCC Board, a
RailSounds Commander Sound Board,
plus a speaker. The speaker is a very thin
model because of the limited space; it’s a
Railmaster (railmasterhobbies.com)
DS1240-BOX.

In addition, Ed had to install mounting
brackets for the boards and mill down the
motor mount to make room for the differ-
ent boards.

The engine ordered was a DC Hi-Rail
unit with no extras. Of course, this can be
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done with an AM locomotive currently in
someone’s fleet, too.

Much improved

The features of the revised engine are bi-
directional headlights, diesel sounds that
increase with engine revolutions, crew and
tower talk, and engine start-up and shut-
down. It does not have many of the fea-
tures a Legacy board would have, and,
unfortunately for me, Lionel doesn’t sell
those boards or license them.

Many of you reading this will be able to
accomplish this conversion yourself. All
the necessary components are available
through 3rd Rail, along with the manuals
from Electric RR Company products. 'm
good with the American Flyer of the
1950s, but today’s toy train technology is
beyond what I will attempt.

I've also been considering having a
postwar A.C. Gilbert steam engine con-
verted to TMCC. Ed can do that, too. It
includes a steam sound board and DC
motor as well as TMCC. I would choose a
Pennsylvania RR K5 Pacific or a New York
Central Hudson for the conversion, as Lio-
nel has never made new tooling for them.

The completed installation is tidy and involves adding some
sheet-metal “shelves” to hold the components.

The way to keep our toy train hobby
alive is through utilizing new technology
with items that have been available for a
while - maybe even for decades. I hope
this column has at least stirred the
thoughts of doing so.

If you have suggestions about subjects
youd like to see in the column, please
write to billstrains@aol.com and they can

be considered. It would be great to know
what topics are on your mind.

Bill Clark is a life-long S
gauge operator and collector.
el In addition to his work for
CTT, he has written reviews
for S Gaugian magazine
about American Flyer.

SWITCHES & TRACK

\ for all 3 Rail O Gauge & O27 Trains
8" Demand them rom your dealer on call ws denect!

A sampling of some of our neat curved switches.
All now available remote control ready to run!

AU RCS Praducts
are Proudly Hand
Made cn the USH

(o 2,

e

#240RH #241LH curved
0120 outside curve
096 inside curve
#150RH #151LH curved
054 outside curve
031 inside curve

~ 1-800-331-1395 CALL FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG
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Since
1981

Engines
Cars
Track
Structures
Figures

S Gauge Trains

68 Pg. Catalog
send $10.00
American Models

11770 Green Oak Industrial Dr.
Whitmore Lake, M| 48189

www.americanmodels.com

Views from the underground

WITH LOU PALUMBO

The new wave

Join To
or End to End

www.SHOWCASE-EXPRESS.com

SHOWCASE-EXPRESS

Wall to Wall Expandable Display Case

@, 1 & Standard Ssuge

Lighting Kits and Backgrounds Available

to Bottom

714-842-0672

You’re the kid.

Welcome to the
candy store.

Aug. 25-27, 2023

Gaylord Texan Resort

& Convention Center

NationalTrainShow.org

. The National
Model
Sponsored by 2 Railroad
Association

© 2023 NMRA ®
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Toy train hobby never stops evolving

B I OPENED THE DOORS TO THE
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
Shoppe back in September of 1985.
Things have changed quite a bit in those
38 years, as our favorite hobby has con-
tinued to develop positively.

Looking back almost four decades, I
recall the shelves in my store being filled
with prewar and postwar Lionel trains,
along with postwar American Flyer S
gauge and Marx O gauge.
Maybe 10% of the trains I
had for sale were current-
production Lionel items.

What I was selling in my
store reflected the interests
of my customers. Most of
them were looking for post-
war Lionel and American
Flyer trains and accessories
still in their original boxes.
Folks walked in, looked
around, and then bought them off the
shelf. It was like I had a train show going
on every time I opened the front door to
my new and growing business.

Of course, things in our hobby never
change. Lionel Trains Inc. was just get-
ting started under the direction of the
late Richard Kughn. His firm was mak-
ing more and more great trains and pro-
moting them in brand-new catalogs
arriving two or three times per year.

People paid close attention to what
was coming in. They started to buy the
new stuff. Meanwhile, the quantity of
postwar trains in like-new condition was
starting to shrink.

Today, however, everything is differ-
ent. Younger hobbyists, who were first
introduced to toy trains by their parents
in the 1980s, got used to the new prod-
ucts. They loved the new electronics and
knew how to operate them. They also
appreciated all the big steam engines and
the modern diesels being offered by
Atlas O, Lionel, MTH, and Williams.

Members of this younger generation
of hobbyists didn’t seem to care much
about the postwar trains or care much

about their vintage value. Instead, they’re
concentrating on brand-new trains, sys-
tems of command control, and the con-
struction of better layouts.

Layouts being built now are the exact
opposite of what the previous generation
liked. While the “fathers” of today’s mod-
elers had 80% of their model railroads
filled with scenery and structures and
only 20% with track, their “sons” have
reversed the proportion.

Younger hobbyists couple
their model diesels to long
trains passing through switches
and operate via a variety of
electronic commands. They
like to run many trains at once
and don’t seem to be interested

A in taking up space with build-

ings and vehicles.

What a change from when I
opened my business. Folks
building O and S gauge layouts then
liked to create towns and scenery that
reminded them of their youth. They
lived in a dream world that typically fea-
tured a perfect village surrounded by
beautiful trains that wrapped the whole
scene when you looked at their layout.

I feel the new wave of toy train enthu-
siasts has made its stand on what it likes
in this hobby. Change is good, and it will
save the hobby in the future and help it
thrive for many years to come.

At the same time, younger collectors
and operators still drop by my store to
buy these new and expensive trains being
produced each year. They visit with their
parents and become avid collectors of
modern-era trains, with more great ones
made each year.

There’s room for everyone in this
hobby, and that’s why it remains so great.

What’s your game?

Keep searchin’

LOU PALUMBO, the owner of the Underground
Railroad Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this
exclusive column for Classic Toy Trains. He can be
reached at 1906 Wilmington Rd., New Castle, PA
16105 or by email at trainplum@yahoo.com
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Customizeable Benchwork

e Fast Track to Layout Construction
Model ST-4x8TSR  Large or Small We Build Them All!

IT’S TIME FOR YOUR ROLLING STOCK
TO START ROLLING....

www. tralnlayouts com ¢ 973-366-5788

We specialize in: :
« Complex Multi-Level Track Plans « Operating Accessories Send $1 for catalog or visit us on the web at:

Custom 2 Level Layout 10° x 18’

* TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems e« Yards and Switching

« Multi-Train Operation Highy Detaled Seonery | WWW.miannebenchwork.com
Mianne Foley Woodworking 44A Union St, Attleboro, MA 02703

@ East Coast Enterprises * Roman Electric 508-226-1600  fax 508-226-1666

Trainz.com

Downsizing?
Sellmytrains.com
1-866-285-5840

Texas Trains & Diecast

(972) 824-7123

We '1||:k collections of all sizes!

30 Years of Experience
Finances Available
Ready to Travel
Confidential at all Times
Professional Treatment
WWwWw.txtrains.com
texastrains@yahoo.com

OVER¥25'000]PARTS

ELECTRIC TRAINS
410 Court St.
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-793-4753
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30
www.brasseurelectrictrains.com

989-793-6887

40 years of Lionel service and sales.
Authorized MTH service and sales.

Best Source for K-LINE parts.
Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off I-75.

Shop Online @ www.eastsidetrains.com

Your hobby specialists since
. @\ | Lionel. MTH. LGB 1983 located in the heart of

| Piko, USA, Walthers, downtown Kirkland

| | Athearn, Bachmann,
MicroTrains, Kato,
American Flyer & so
much more

Trains Inc.

EST. 1963

217 Central Way, Kirkland, WA 98033
email: eastsidetrains@msn.com (425)828-4098

Authorized
Lionel, MTH and
Bachmann dealer

Mention
this ad for
FREE shipping
anywhere in

GIVE US A CALL (540) 868-0025 Ml s

USA
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_~IRAINSHOW.COM

The best place to find Great
Train Shows in America

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show

Great American Train Shows
Quality Train Shows from coast to coast

Great Midwest Train Show
The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971

SCHEDULE:
Mar 18-19 Des Monies, IA - lowa Events Center
Mar 18-19 Victorville, CA - SBC Fair
Apr 2 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair
May 7 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair
Jun 4 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Falr

More Shows for Summer coming soon!
For latest information and tickets visit:

TrainShow.com

Info@TrainShow.email PO Box 1192 - Lombard, IL 60148

Selling or Exhibiting at our shows is fun
and profitable! Visit Trainshow.com and

explore the Exhibitor information tab.
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Real has always
been my deal!

STORY AND PHOTOS BY DON KLOSE

hen layouts with a New
York setting appear in
Classic Toy Trains, they
typically highlight pas-
senger traffic moving in and out of Grand
Central Terminal or freight trains deliver-
ing perishables to New York City. On
those O gauge railroads, the Pennsylvania
RR or the New Haven dominates, espe-
cially if the builder likes electric-profile
locomotives, such as GG1s or EP5s.

But if you travel north along the Hud-
son River until you reach Albany, the rail-
road scene changes dramatically. The
landscape looks different, and the cities to
the west along the Mohawk River near the
eastern terminus of the Erie Canal have an
aura all their own. This is the part of the
Empire State I model on a 20 x 32-foot
three-rail layout named the Bellevue &
Schenectady RR. Come along to explore
its network and facilities, and learn why
realism is of the utmost importance to me.

The masters
My story began in December of 1957, with
two proud grandparents who wanted to
give me, their first-born grandson, a spe-
cial gift for his first Christmas. A display at
the local J.C. Penney department store
spurred my grandmother to get me a Marx
train my family set up every Christmas.
When I turned 10, the railroad bug bit
me hard, and I wanted more than an oval
of track on the floor. My grandfather had
retired from the Tobin Meat Packing Co.
and saw an opportunity to spend time
with his grandson. Together, we built a
3 x 8-foot layout along a wall in his

Schenectady RR
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EX Don never forgets to express gratitude to
his grandparents for launching him on what
has become a lifelong enjoyment of both toy
and scale model trains.

basement. Over the next two years, the
layout grew until it was 18 x 26 feet.

The two of us worked on it every week-
end, and Grandpa worked on it during the
week. He gave me progress reports on
what he did, which left me more excited
for Fridays to come so I could spend the
weekend at my grandparents’ home.

Around that time I started poring over
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El The deep commitment to realism guiding Don Klose is evident throughout his 20 x 32-foot
Bellevue & Schenectady RR. However, the jade green scheme on the streamlined steam engine
and tender from MTH reveal how Don will still take liberties on his freelanced O gauge layout.

copies of Model Railroader and Railroad
Model Craftsman magazines and became
enamored with the fine HO scale railroads
showcased there, notably John Allen’s
Gorre & Daphetid and Whit Towers’
Alturas & Lone Pine. Those modeling
masters were who I dreamed of becoming!

My father supported my growing inter-
est in model railroading. When I wanted
to go to a train show or an open house, he
was always ready to take my grandfather
(who never learned to drive) and me. My
favorite among the layouts I visited was
the O scale railroad built by the New York
Society of Model Engineers. Wow!

After my grandfather sadly passed away
in 1968, my grandmother downsized, and
eventually the railroad was dismantled and
everything put away. But my passion for
the hobby never waned during high school
and college. I became an armchair mod-
eler, doing little more than setting up track
on the floor. However, after I married my
high school sweetheart, Debbie, and we

purchased our home, I knew my dream
railroad would become a reality.

Family influences
And it truly has. The Bellevue & Schenect-
ady RR, a fictitious division of the New
York Central System, fills much of the
basement. The B&S operates from Sche-
nectady in upstate New York down to
Wildwood Harbor (a representation of my
family vacation home in Wildwood, N.J.).
The name of the railroad and its route
reflect the history of my family and its
connection with the New York Central.
My great-grandfather, Jacob Klose, and
many of his family came to America from
Germany as boilermakers and steam fit-
ters. They all found employment in the
Central’s shops in West Albany, rebuilding
and maintaining steam locomotives until
the late 1950s and the demise of steam.
The experience of my relatives and the
great stories passed down have inspired
everything I've done on the Bellevue &

GO TO TRAINS.COM/CTT/VIDEOS

@ TRAINS.COM MEMBER VIDEO



SCHENECTADY

llustration by Kellie Jaeger | o

| e

The Bellevue & Schenectady RR, the O gauge layout designed by Don Klose, would not have come to life so thoroughly without the thoughtful
suggestions and many hours of labor provided by several equally talented friends of his in the hobby. Don never hesitates to thank them. The
numbered arrows correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photographs he took for this exclusive article.

| sl

B The basement housmg the B&S features comfortable floormg, abundant lighting, and
beautiful cabinetry. Don made sure the environment for his O gauge layout complemented
his outstanding modeling to create a most inviting spot for his family and visiting friends.

L

AT A GLANCE

Don Klose's Bellevue & Schenectady RR
Gauge: 0

Dimensions: 20 x 32 feet

Track: GarGraves

Switches: Ross Custom Switches

Motive power: K-Line, Lionel, MTH, 3rd
Rail, Weaver, Williams

Rolling stock: K-Line, Lionel, MTH, 3rd
Rail, Weaver

Controls: Lionel type-ZW and MTH No.
Z-4000 (4) transformers, with MTH Digital
Command System and Lionel Legacy

Structures: Ameri-Towne, Downtown
Deco, MTH, scratchbuilt

Vehicles: Corgi, Diecast Direct, Ertl,
Solido

Figures: Arttista, Homies, Model Power,
scratchbuilt
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B Every 0 or S gauge enthusiast building a
layout can learn a lot from Don's knack for
assembling realistic scenes such as this one,
notably his thoughtful placement of figures.

Schenectady RR. Locations and structures
reflect our heritage.

Here are a few basics about the B&S: I
constructed it at home using L-girder
benchwork. For the track, I went with
GarGraves sections and then installed

30 Classic Toy Trains * MAY/JUNE 2023

B&S concede passenger traffic is dwindling now that the New York State
Thruway has been expanded. Even so, they insist they will never quit running the Electric City
Express. The elegant look of its observation leaves you hoping they stick to their guns.

turnouts from Ross Custom Switches. The
impressive transfer table in the main yard
comes from Millhouse Studios.

I control trains via command control,
having installed the Digital Command
System from MTH and Legacy from
Lionel. Remotes from both systems work
smoothly, and I like being able to operate
them with their apps on my iPad. Technol-
ogy is a wonderful thing! Guests can use
their smartphones or iPads to join me if
they have installed the apps.

I made scenery from carved Styrofoam
finished with the assortment of products
sold by Scenic Express. Real rock and nat-
ural foliage fit in beautifully to complete
the landscaping. It's amazing what’s avail-
able to modelers now that could only be
imagined 25 or 30 years ago.

Capturing history

Real has always been my deal, meaning I
have gone out of my way to ensure the
urban and industrial scenes duplicate
actual sites and structures from the history
of Schenectady and Wildwood. The same

philosophy has influenced the landscaping
and the weathering of rolling stock.

Schenectady, nicknamed the “Electric
City; is famous for being the home of
General Electric and Alco, the former
American Locomotive Co. Its downtown,
like that of so many cities in the Northeast,
featured unique examples of architecture,
some of which were preserved as the area
was revived.

I wanted to replicate many of the archi-
tectural gems that made up downtown
Schenectady during the 1950s and ’60s. To
do so, I enlisted the help of Maria and
Mark Poklemba. We took dozens of pho-
tographs and searched for many others to
capture the details of each building. Some
of those structures we could build to scale;
for others we had to use selective compres-
sion and focus on the eye-catching details
of their facades.

In the Wildwood area, we tried to cap-
ture the unique nature of the seaside town,
where my family has for four generations
spent summer vacations. We built a board-
walk finished by Mark and Maria with




models of many of the places that made it
famous along the Atlantic Coast. You'll
find there a tramcar for guests and a pier
with fun and games. Or you can stroll
down to the pier and go whale watching
aboard the Spirit of Wildwood Harbor.
And yes, there’s an amusement park with
all your favorite rides.

Advertising in the form of scratchbuilt
billboards and signage added to the sides
of buildings reflects local interests while
evoking nostalgia for a distant past. Add-
ing to the sense of history are the sound
boxes that emit urban and seaside sound
effects. Viewers feel they have traveled

back decades.

Unique roster

I wanted to develop special locomotives
and rolling stock for the Bellevue & Sche-
nectady. Designing unique paint schemes
and logos was really enjoyable. I used the
New York Central’s “cigar band” logo and
lightning stripe scheme, along with its dis-
tinctive Jade Green.

I even introduced a crack limited for
passenger service known as the Electric
City Express to serve our citizens. It’s
headed by an Alco E4 painted Jade Green.

ot A

Few model railroad photographers have both the expertise and the equipment to create as
effective and convincing a night shot as Don has done. You immediately imagine hearing the
sounds and catching the sights of life in downtown Schenectady around 1965.

{ |

AT ! i i .-QF"- T :":CL\. g H 'k: .
EJ When the weather in upstate New York turns chilly in early November, workers compelled
to handle tasks outdoors find ways to stay warm. Often, they will build a fire inside an empty
oil drum. So much is going on here, you can spend several minutes investigating everything.
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Among the many industries in upstate
New York served by the B&S are a number of
regional breweries. Don made sure his ficti-
tious railroad had solid reasons for existing.

Every passenger car except one was named
after the cities served by the B&S, includ-
ing Bellevue, Schenectady, Center City,
and Wildwood Harbor. I named the
streamlined observation after the vice
president of the railroad, my wonderful
wife, Deborah A. Klose.

Freight cars were also painted in the
New York Central’s jade green. Visitors
notice rolling stock I decorated for the
Central New York RR. That line, which
interchanges with the B&S, is the name of
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9] Developing vignettes to suggest how people make a living in and around the railroad has

long been a favorite activity for Don, and this picture reflects his skills at doing so.

the outstanding O gauge model railroad
built and operated by my good friend Jim
Policastro. Cars custom-painted with
unique names are seldom seen on O gauge
layouts, but for Jim and me it’s part of the
fun of this great hobby.

Other freight cars bear the names of
local industries, including General Elec-
tric, Schenectady Chemical Co., and Tobin
Meat Packing, where my dad, grandfather,
and uncle once worked. A few others are
MTH models created by Larry Lillo of
Holly Beach Depot in Wildwood to recall
businesses in that coastal community and
nearby Cape May, N.J.

To advance the sense of realism I make
sure to weather my rolling stock. Another
friend, Steve Phetterplace, shared his tal-
ent for making freight cars appear old,
used, and somewhat abused.

Shared wisdom

A book by Mary Bennett McKinney called
Shared Wisdom has influenced my life by
observing that every person has talent and
a piece of wisdom. Her philosophy has
been important to me in all aspects of my
life, especially my hobby.

Building my railroad has taken time
and talent. To progress further with the
B&S, I called upon the wisdom and talents
of other people. Besides the individuals

whom I've mentioned, I gladly turned to
Mike Lynch, Steve Phetterplace, Jack
Smith, and Roger and Dorcie Farkash,
plus the team at TW TrainWorx.

Everyone involved has made my layout
special. I advise every modeler to enlist
the help of others when planning and con-
structing a layout. The sharing of talent
and the resulting camaraderie will make
your life and the hobby a lot richer.

In fact, the B&S continues to do just
that by helping me make new acquain-
tances while strengthening friendships. I
remember the benefits of inviting to our
home attendees of the national convention
held by the Lionel Operating Train Society
in 2006. Since then, I've hosted groups
from the New York Central Historical
Society and the National Model Railroad
Association, along with local civic organi-
zations, church groups, and historical
societies. I invite all of you to learn more
by going to my website: www.bellevueand
schenectadyrr.com.

Little did my grandparents know the
seed they planted in my life at that very
first Christmas 65 years ago would grow
until I had developed this wonderful O
gauge layout. Neither could they have
imagine the friendships it has enabled me
to build. If Grandpa could only see it now!
I hope he’s smiling down on me.
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he A.C. Gilbert Co. introduced its S gauge lineup to The A.C. Gilbert Co. used five different steam
.. . s locomotive castings as the motive power
the toy train industry as well as children and families ofits S gauge train sets in 1946, including
across North America in 1946 with an impressive total the Nos. 300 4-4-2 Atlantic and 322 4-6-4

Hudson. The latter was considered a more
) deluxe (and expensive) model than the
full-color consumer catalog as the motive power for an array Atlantic, yet current values on the American

of steam and passenger sets. Among the prominent mem- Flyer collector market for the Atlantic are not
. that far below those of the Hudson.
bers were a 4-4-2 Atlantic and a 4-6-4 Hudson.

of five steam engines. Those locomotives was shown in the
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The No. 300 S gauge American Flyer Lines 4-4-2 Atlantic (mistakenly shown in the Gilbert

A price paradox since the infancy of catalog for 1946 with the number "301" on its cab) led a freight set and a passenger set .
interest by train collectors in S gauge
trains has been why the entry-level die- American Flyer steam engines from 1952. The current value ratio for the 1952
cast metal Atlantics of the 1946-47 period  Besides being one of the peak years for toy =~ Hudson steam engine compared to the
have held a higher percentage of market train sales, 1952 turned out to be the last Atlantic engine is 5.4. In other words, the
value than the more impressive and highly  year that both the Atlantic (early-produc-  Flyer Hudson from 1952 has a value 5.4
promoted Hudsons of the same time. tion No. 302AC model) and the Hudson times greater than that of the Atlantic
These values are without question market ~ (No. K325) had die-cast metal boilers. from the same year. By comparison, as

generated, but what’s the reason?

Values from three years
To quantify these price disparities, we have
relied on the values compiled for the 2023
edition of Greenberg’s Pocket Price Guide to
American Flyer and Other S Gauge Trains
(available from KalmbachHobbyStore.
com). As shown in the accompanying
table, the No. 322 Hudson from 1946 (in
excellent condition with no original box or
wrapping) has a value only 2.7 times
greater than that of the No. 300 Atlantic
from the same time also in excellent con-
dition without an original box.

To learn more about this disparity, let’s
analyze values for comparable locomotives
cataloged later. First, we should focus on
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Relative Values of Selected American Flyer S Gauge
Atlantic and Hudson Engines

Atlantic

Hudson

No. 326 (B)

Comparative Value

Letters in parentheses refer to variations documented in the 2023 edition of Greenberg’s Pocket Price Guide to American Flyer and Other S Gauge Trains.

already noted, the 1946 Hudson has only a
2.7 premium.

Finally, let’s look next at steam engines
cataloged and sold in 1955: The Nos. 303
Atlantic with a plastic boiler and 326 Hud-
son with a large motor. The Hudson is
worth 5.7 times that of the Atlantic.

Drawing conclusions

I believe the genesis of the 1946-47 model
value disparity is the A.C. Gilbert Co’s
rational decision to change its production
mix to higher margin units. This is the
same choice that automobile manufactur-
ers have made in recent years in light of
the microchip shortages.

Microchips have become the focal point
of modern automotive architectures, much
as electromechanical reverse units and
miniature electric motors were for the
A.C. Gilbert Co. and the Lionel Corp.
right after World War II. Given the limited
supply of a critical input that is common
to the entire line, it makes good economic
sense to change the product mix.

To protect revenues and profits back in
2021, executives at the Chrysler Corp. cut

The difference between values for the
American Flyer No. 326 New York Central
4-6-4 Hudson from 1955 (beautifully il-
lustrated in the consumer catalog issued for
that year) and the No. 303 Atlantic from the
same year is much greater than observed for
engines from the 1946-47 period.
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production of the low-margined Jeep
Compass by 92 percent from the previous
year. However, they increased senior Jeep
and RAM truck production by 44 percent
when compared with 2020. The firm’s
financial results from the first half of 2021
vindicated the production mix change.

Seventy-five years ago, executives at the
Gilbert Co. faced a similar dilemma: Use
the supply-short components in lower-
margined Atlantics or in higher-margined
Hudsons? Be aware that American Flyer
catalogs from 1946 through 1948 didn't
show locomotives being offered as sepa-
rate-sale items. Decision makers plainly
were anticipating production constraints.

To demonstrate the positive revenue
impact of a richer Gilbert production mix,
let’s next compare the lowest priced freight
sets cataloged in 1947 relying on the 300
Atlantic and 322 Hudson, respectively
(Nos. 4601 and 4611). Using suggested
retail prices established by the Gilbert Co.,
we discover that a 4611 Hudson-powered
set generated 2.7 times the revenue of the
Atlantic-powered set.

A richer production mix naturally
entails increased production costs. How-
ever, Gilbert internal production cost esti-
mates from 1963 suggest those incremen-
tal costs were minimal.

For example, the “total factory cost” of
producing the No. 21920 Missouri Pacific
Alco PA diesel was $6.16. The same docu-
ment showed the “total factory cost” of the
No. 24222 Domino Sugar covered hopper
was 71 cents; a piece of S gauge straight
track was 6.4 cents.

Therefore, incremental cost increases
would have been minimal for the Gilbert
Co., especially given that Atlantics came
with four-piece boilers, wire handrails,
and complex side rods. The answer for the
firm’s decision makers was obvious: In a
tight market, they would be wise to manu-
facture more American Flyer Hudson
steamers and fewer Atlantics.

Because the Gilbert Co. produced rela-
tively fewer Atlantics right after World
War II as compared with Hudsons from
the same years (and therefore, fewer
Atlantics have survived), the price differ-
ential is not as great between the two as it
is when focusing on later models (1952
and 1955). Don’t be surprised if at the next
train show you attend you end up paying
more than you expect for an early Atlantic
steam engine in excellent condition with
its original box.

KALMBACH

STORE

2023 EOrTION

American
Flyer Pocket
Price Guide
1946-2023

This essential
pocket-sized guide
features cur-
rent and updated
product listings for
American Flyer and
other S scale trains. The 33rd edition
of this easy-to-read book is a valu-
able and reliable source of pricing
presented in a handy size for use at
your computer or carried to shows.

P
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MILWAUKEE SPECIAL

By popular demand . . . a new Lionel passenger
train! Here are totally new passenger cars,
detailed to perfection and built to last a
lifetima! And they are pulled by a rugged
4-4-2 die cast engine and long tender. Set
includes two beautifully colored, authentic
lighted Pullman cars and a lighted observation
car. 8 curved and 6 straight tracks make up
into a long extended oval layout. Another
bonus! The die cast engine has smoke,
headlight and the Electronic Mighty Sound of
Steam and Whistle. It's total railroad realism.
Transformer is 50-watt and controls forwgrd

and reverse. Layout space: D
27" x 54"

No. B-1387

BREAKING NEW GROUND

LIONEL'S
MILWAUKEE SPECIAL

This heavyweight passenger outfit from 1973 was a landmark

STORY BY MARK SUEK

hen it’s usually first encountered, Lionel’s No. 1387
Milwaukee Special from 1973 seems to be just one
more outfit from the early modern era. It’s just a
small steam engine and tender with a few cars.

But further investigation reveals the set to be far from com-
monplace. This passenger set cataloged for just a year lays claim
to several “firsts” in the long and glorious history of Lionel.

B Eye-catching train

Before explaining why the Milwaukee Special stands out, let’s
review what came with the outfit. The box contained the steam
engine and tender, three heavyweight passenger cars, track (eight
curves and six straights), and a transformer. Everything needed
for fun was packed inside.

On the point was a No. 8305 4-4-2 Atlantic with smoke and
“Electronic Mighty Sound of Steam.” Nice as the die-cast metal
locomotive was, it paled in comparison to the 4-6-4 Hudson orig-
inally planned as the motive power. Top brass at Model Products
Corp., the division of General Mills then manufacturing and
marketing Lionel trains, bowed to pressure to cut costs and opted
for the smaller engine. A prototype for the Hudson existed in the
Lionel Archives.

The tender used with the Atlantic was a streamlined type with
a water scoop underneath. It came decorated with a maroon
stripe, gold trim, and gold “The Milwaukee Road” lettering.
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The powerful combination led a trio of matching heavyweight
passenger cars. Remember that Lionel operators had been with-
out a new heavyweight passenger car set to enjoy since 1950.
Streamliners had been the rule ever since, and the original dies
for the heavyweight cars might have been scrapped.

The 13%-inch-long cars included two Pullmans (Nos. 9500
City of Milwaukee and 9503 City of Chicago) and a No. 9502 Presi-
dent Washington observation. They had molded underbody
detail, non-operating plastic couplers (packed in separate enve-
lopes with a Phillips-head screw used to attach the couplers to the
bottom of each car), frosted windows, vestibule gates, and a metal
pickup assembly for the two internal light bulbs on one truck.

All cars came painted flat orange with a flat maroon clerestory.
“The Milwaukee Road” lettering was stamped above the windows
in gold with maroon shadowing. The car names were maroon,
and gold car numbers appeared on the far left and far right ends
of the body sides.

H Breaking ground

Why did the Milwaukee Special stand out? It was the first passen-
ger set produced and marketed during the modern era, which
commenced in 1970. That was the first year Model Products
Corp. was making Lionel electric trains. Released three years
later, the Milwaukee Special was the first Lionel passenger outfit
cataloged since the Nos. 11590 and 12780 in 1966.
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The 1387 wasn't the last passenger set MPC put out. A year
later came the No. 1487 Pennsylvania RR Broadway Limited. It
stayed in the line for another year, being joined in 1975 by the
No. 1587 Baltimore & Ohio Capital Limited. The latter, a beauti-
ful heavyweight passenger train, was cataloged in 1975 only.

What else? The 1387 was the first heavyweight passenger car
offering under the Lionel banner with a real road name on its
flanks. It was also the first set to include the small heavyweight
cars from then-new tooling, now known as “Baby Madisons.”

Postwar aficionados will be quick to point out there were prior
passenger car sets for the Canadian Pacific, Pennsylvania RR, and
Santa Fe, plus the Rail Diesel Car set with components lettered
for the Baltimore & Ohio. However, all of those sets used stream-
lined passenger car models.

Lionel sets did come with near-scale heavyweight passenger
cars in the early postwar era. But the road name above the win-
dows on those cars was “Lionel Lines.”

M Additional cars

One more factor distinguished the Milwaukee Special. Top men
at MPC weren’t content to provide just the two Pullmans and
observation in the outfit. Between 1973 and ’88, Lionel made a
grand total of eight add-on cars, so a diligent collector could end
up with an 11-car heavyweight train!

The parade began with three additional Pullmans produced as
uncataloged releases late in 1973 and then placed in the cataloged
line as separate-sale items for three consecutive years, starting in
1974. The Nos. 9501 City of Aberdeen, 9504 City of Tacoma, and
9505 City of Seattle featured “fast angle” metal wheels, realistic
plastic trucks, and illuminated interiors.

All three received special treatment in the Lionel catalogs, in
which their metal fast angle wheels, fully lighted interiors and
authentic (although plastic) trucks were touted.

Information about participating in the Lionel Bonus Coupon
Program (described in the February 2019 issue of Classic Toy
Trains) was printed on the sides of the boxes used for the three
cataloged passenger cars in 1974. Participating in the program
was the only way to obtain another of the uncataloged Milwaukee
Road Pullman cars, the No. 9511 City of Minneapolis.

The fifth add-on to the heavyweight passenger train made its
debut as an uncataloged car in 1974. The No. 9506 combination
car entered the cataloged lineup the next year and stayed through
1965. Next was the No. 9522 baggage car — uncataloged in 1975
and cataloged in 1976.

The No. 1387 Milwaukee Special, one of nine sets cataloged in 1973
by Model Products Corp. (a division of General Mills), was the very
first O gauge passenger train of the modern era of production.

A seventh add-on model appeared in 1976: the uncataloged
No. 9527 President Franklin D. Roosevelt campaign observation
car. Then everything went quiet for a dozen years, until in 1988
Lionel introduced the No. 19003 heavyweight dining car as an
uncataloged piece.

B Value and significance

Greenberg’s Lionel Trains Pocket Price Guide, 1901-2023 values the
1387 Milwaukee Special outfit at $143 in excellent condition and
$285 in mint condition. Factor in the respective values of all the
cataloged and uncataloged add-ons, and the amounts rise to $441
and $665.

Yet the true value of the Milwaukee Special lies in its signifi-
cance as a trailblazing set of many firsts at a time when Lionel,
then based in Mount Clemens, Mich., was working diligently to
improve the quality of its product offerings and bolster the pro-
verbial bottom line. That effort must have paid off well, because
the company’s overall sales increased markedly in 1973.

ILLUMINATED
PASSENGER
CARS

Threw new cars for the
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CITY OF TACOMA Ma, §-3304

CITY OF SEATTLE
Mo, B-9505

CITY OF ABERDEEN Mo, 59501

Eight additional cars were introduced between 1973 and 1988. The
first three models, which initially were uncataloged items, joined the
cataloged lineup in 1974 and remained through 1976.
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THE LAYOUT

SHE WAS
DESTINED
TOBUILD

Carey Tarkman always knew she was
a Standard gauger

STORY BY ROGER CARP © Photos by Carey Tarkman

arey Tarkman, whose Standard and O gauge display we're

proudly introducing, is what you might call an “old soul” The

term has nothing to do with a person’s chronological age or out-

look on life. Forget how many candles are on Carey’s birthday

cake; her approach to the hobby and her attitude to life define young.

Still, this enthusiastic and talented
modeler deserves to be called an old soul.
Carey appreciates the classics. She sings
along with Ella Fitzgerald and Rosemary
Clooney, laughs at jokes told by Bob Hope
and Jack Benny, and may even tear up
hearing Bogart say, “Here’s looking at you,
kid,” in Casablanca.

Someone like Carey was destined to
embrace Standard gauge trains. The size,
elegance, rich color, and heritage of the
large locomotives and rolling stock Lionel
and American Flyer cataloged in the pre-
war decades inevitably caught her atten-
tion. Once shown those classics, Carey
began dreaming of developing layouts
with them. To say she has succeeded is
pretty much an understatement.

Getting ready
How does someone like Carey, who didn’t
come of age in the 1920s or 30s when
Standard gauge dominated the world of
toy trains, come to cherish them?

The transformative moment arrived in
1994, by which time Carey had an infant
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daughter about to celebrate her very first
Christmas. Somehow, perhaps in a gift
brought by Santa Claus, the little girl
ended up with a large scale train set.

As much as the 1-year-old was enam-
ored of the large train, it was her mother -
Carey - who was hypnotized by the
sounds, lights, and magic. She immersed
herself in modeling with large scale trains
over the next decade before stumbling on
her next life changer: the Polar Express
outfit Lionel made in O gauge. The popu-
lar train set redirected her involvement.

Or at least it did until the day several
years later, when Carey watched a video
showing the Standard gauge layout
belonging to television personality Tom
Snyder. Repeated viewings caused a con-
version experience. She realized those
antique engines, freight and passenger
cars, and accessories were right for her.

The right setting

An important factor in making Snyder’s
trains look so impressive was the setting.
Standard gauge trains are best presented in

Carey Tarkman, although a relative
newcomer to the world of toy trains,
has over the past 25 years dabbled
in large scale and O gauge, but feels
Standard gauge is her forte.

rooms and amid furnishings reminiscent
of the period when they were assembled.
Not that prewar engines and cars don't
look fabulous in a contemporary environ-
ment, but they somehow feel more at
home when set up in the spacious living
areas common before the war.

Fortunately for Carey, her days on the
West Coast were coming to an end. With
her spouse, whom she calls “Hubby Tom,”
a move to the middle of the country was
completed. They chanced upon a grand
house built in 1939. This pair of old souls
sensed it would be perfect and made it
ready to host Standard gauge displays - a
simple tabletop layout on the main floor
and an elaborate layout upstairs.



First things first
Carey, besides being an old soul, is a very
practical one. She understood her budget
wouldn’'t permit her to stock her shelves
and tracks with original Standard gauge
models. But the high quality of the repro-
ductions made by Lionel and MTH Elec-
tric Trains more than compensated.
There was something satisfying, Carey
believed, about owning updated versions

of the trains she prized. Their paint was
pristine, and their motors were better and
more dependable. And they were no less
dazzling than their ancestors.

Up first in 2016 went a 5% x 10-foot
table. It stood 42 inches above the polished
wood floors. Carey laid a 4 x 8-foot sheet

Circus performers prepare for opening night on the Standard and O gauge display Carey built
on the upper floor of her home. Her appreciation of prewar toy trains inspired the setup.

of %-inch-thick birch plywood on top of
2 x 4 framing and 4 x 4 legs. She edged the
platform with 6-inch mahogany planks.
The basic loop on the tabletop con-
sisted of sections of Standard gauge track
manufactured and sold by USA Track.
Tom screwed them into the wood.
Connecting an MTH No. Z-4000 trans-
former sufficed for Carey to get a train up
and running. As for the scenery, the plan
remained to adopt a simple look enhanced
by toys made in prewar days by J. Chein &
Co. A Ferris wheel from that toy maker
represented an amusement park, while a
windup cathedral anchored a wedding

»
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scene. Repainted vintage and new Barclay
tigures populated the different areas.

Climb the staircase
The Standard gauge railroad on the main
floor serves as a showcase for Carey and
Tom. It enables them to present their fin-
est acquisitions and to introduce Standard
gauge trains to friends who may not ever
have heard of them. Once those folks are
suitably in awe of the big and beautiful
engines and cars, they’re invited to climb
the stairs to the upper floor to see more.
Carey imagines similar scenes took
place in the homes of wealthy families
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1l 15 x 2C ﬁf’ dard
gauge display Carey designed
' :5'7' on the second floor
features a circus, a mountain with
unnel, and original and Y &
“reissued Lionel

accessories.

tables. The front one measures 7 x 9 feet;
connected to it from behind is a table
measuring 6 x 13 feet. Adding them up
gives Carey a model railroad 15 x 20 feet.
Carey’s method of forming benchwork
duplicated what she had done downstairs.
The same brand of Standard gauge track
was used. Where she thought an O gauge
line would complement the display, she
opted for sections of Lionel FasTrack.
Conventional control was the rule
upstairs, with a Lionel No. CW80 and an
MTH Z-4000 providing current to the
rails. A few postwar power supplies from
Lionel, notably KW, SW, and ZW trans-
formers, handle the buildings and lights.

Circus and mountain

When layout builders operating modern O
- or S gauge trains talk about scenery, they

A simpler yet no less entertaining Standard gauge layout greets visitors on the primary level typically have in mind making hills, for-

of the Tarkman residence. The wedding scene outside the collectible J. Chein & Co. windup ests, and ponds. When their peers concen-
cathedral reminds Carey and Tom of the day they were married. trating on Standard gauge trains talk about

scenery, they have in mind locating and
almost a century ago. Relatives might gaze  train catalog art serving as “wallpaper” on  wiring structures, light towers, and signals.

initially at the Standard gauge display set ~ the walls” Depictions of classic Lionel The elements needed to give life to a
up by the youngest child, only to keep accessories capture attention, as you see display featuring prewar models differ
walking to the upstairs bedroom where the Nos. 300 Hellgate bridge, 444 round- from the norm. They demand different
the first son kept his larger layout. house sections, and 840 power station. skills and artistry from the builder. He or
As Carey explains, “Our upstairs layout Then you can admire the main event, she must figure out how to balance the
has its own room. She points out the toy the display consisting of two adjoining color, size, and purpose of the various
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AT A GLANCE

Carey Tarkman's Standard and O
gauge layout

Dimensions: 15 x 20 feet

Track and switches: Standard
gauge USA Track (diameters range
from 42"to 57"); O gauge Lionel
FasTrack (36" diameter)

Motive power: American Flyer,
Lionel, MTH

Rolling stock: American Flyer,
Lionel, MTH

Controls: Lionel types CW80,
KW, SW, ZW and MTH no. Z-4000
transformers

Accessories: American Flyer, LGB,
Lionel, Marx, MTH, Wings of Texaco

Structures: Acuity, American Flyer,
Chein, Department 56, Grandma
Wild's, Harry London, Hornby,
Lionel, Marx, MTH, Pride Lines,
Silver Crane

items to create any number of memorable
and pleasing scenes.

Carey has mastered the talents essential
for a Standard gauge display both fascinat-
ing and entertaining. Perhaps the finest
example of her work is the three-ring cir-
cus playing host to an MTH reproduction
of the famous circus set marketed by Ives
in the 1920s. She has arranged vivid back-
drops, animals, a tightrope walker, acro-
bats, billboards, and spectators.

Fans of circuses and the trains serving
them should not miss the two custom cars
Don Kelly made for Carey. He reworked
two Lionel prewar cars and modified them
with eye-catching circus markings.

Carey fashioned the towering Majestic
Mountain after a large landform pictured
in the American Flyer catalog for 1929.
The mountain started with a wood box as
the base to which she added chicken wire
stuffed with brown paper. She made a hard
shell by covering it with papier-mache and
light drywall compound.

Carey enjoys talking about how she
made Majestic Mountain on the table in
the breakfast room. She colored the tough
exterior with Folk Art acrylic paints before
sealing the colors. When her masterpiece
was ready, she carefully carried it upstairs
and incorporated it into the railroad.

Figures crowd by the original Lionel Nos. 124 station and 155 station platform. The Stephen

Girard apple green passenger express hightails it out of the city.

-

Under the shadow of a reproduction of a Dorfan crane, a Lionel passenger train headed by a

A

No. 381E electric-profile locomotive painted pea green can be seen pulling State Set cars past
the Lionel Nos. 444 roundhouse sections and 200 turntable.

Plenty to love
Carey confesses that she could easily talk
for hours about vignettes on the upstairs
layout and the details Tom and she either
made or bought and then placed thought-
fully. Figures particularly intrigue them,
and there can never be enough of the
painted travelers, laborers, residents, and
animals. Also high on their list of items
giving personality to the display are the
billboards they have created.

Everyone should notice the black-and-
white marble pieces in the corners of the
stained tables. “They are perfect,” Carey

says with a laugh, “for setting down your
art-deco-era cocktail when enjoying the
art-deco trains we're running”

Getting serious for a minute or two as
we wrap up our conversation, Carey
expresses her gratitude to Tom, their
friends, and the toy train enthusiasts who
encouraged her every step of the way.
Thanks to them, she says, “I have designed
and built layouts hearkening back to a spe-
cial time in the past” The prewar era has
beckoned Carey, offering inspiration for
how she enjoys life, spends her leisure, and
shares her artistic talents.
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Marx eight-wheel
lithographed diesels

These colorful O gauge beauties mirrored real railroading

long with the popular four-wheel

Fairbanks Morse diesel locomo-

tives of the mid-1950s, Louis

Marx & Co. produced three types
of eight-wheel lithographed metal diesels
between 1950 and the mid-1960s. Beauti-
fully decorated engines, those O gauge
diesels should be viewed as toy trains
rather than scale model trains. Faithful-
ness to prototype in appearance was not a
factor in their creation.

As interest in diesel locomotives rapidly
increased in the late 1950s, Marx answered
by further expanding its diesel offering
with five more locomotive types made
with injection-molded plastic bodies.
They included four- and eight-wheel ver-
sions in a range of railways and color
schemes. Production of the plastic diesels
continued until the mid-1970s, and they
were among the last O gauge trains the
firm made.

The prototypes
Let’s start with the FA. It was a B-B diesel
freight locomotive built between 1946 and
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY ROBERT WENDT

’59 through a partnership between the
American Locomotive Co. (Alco) and
General Electric, both of which were
located in Schenectady, N.Y. There were
cab-equipped (A unit) FAs and cabless
booster (B unit) FB models. The partner-
ship also developed a dual passenger-
freight version, designated the FPA/FPB. It
came equipped with a steam generator for
heating passenger cars.

The first FA-2 diesel locomotives were
delivered in 1950 to the Baltimore & Ohio.
By that time, unfortunately, cab units were
being surpassed on the market by road
switchers due to the greater versatility of
the latter. Domestic production of the FA
lineup came to an end in 1956.

A second notable diesel prototype
influencing Marx was the FT, which was
produced by the Electro-Motive Division
of General Motors between 1939 and ’45.
It was the first model in EMD’s highly suc-
cessful F-unit series of freight diesels and,
as such, turned out to be the engine that
convinced officers of many American rail-
roads the diesel-electric freight locomotive

was the future.

Regarding the name, the “F” stood for
“Fourteen Hundred” horsepower (in actu-
ality, the FT generated 1,350 hp) and the
“T” stood for Twin (the locomotives typi-
cally came as a two-unit set). Altogether,
EMD assembled 555 cab-equipped A units
and 541 cabless booster B units.

The first units EMD built in December
1940 and January 1941 were destined for
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe. The 155
A units were initially geared for freight
service and so came painted in the Santa
Fe’s blue-and-yellow freight colors. Some
units later were regeared for passenger ser-
vice and therefore were painted in the rail-
road’s red-and-silver warbonnet scheme.

Marx models
Marx’s No. 21, the company’s first eight-
wheel diesel model fabricated out of litho-

Fans of the O gauge trains capably developed
by Louis Marx & Co. in the 1950s prized the
Nos. 21 Santa Fe EMD FT, 6000 Southern
Pacific Alco FA, and 62 Baltimore & Ohio FA
diesel locomotives.




graphed sheet metal, started production in
1950 and ended in 1954. The shape of the
body and its four side portholes suggested
it was Marx’s interpretation of an FT A
unit. The model’s truck side frames simu-
lated a six-wheel truck, which was used
exclusively on EMD passenger diesels.

As Eric Beheim observes in the May-
June 2022 issue of Classic Toy Trains, the
21 came only in the Santa Fe red-and-
silver warbonnet scheme. The timing of its
release suggested Marx was trying to com-
pete against Lionel’s Santa Fe F3s.

The next O gauge lithographed eight-
wheel diesel manufactured by Marx was
Southern Pacific No. 6000, which made its
debut in 1952. The shortness of the body
and the shape of the nose combined to
suggest it was the company’s interpretation
of an Alco FA diesel A unit.

Truth be told, however, nothing else
about the 6000 reflected the characteristics
of an FA. In fact, Eric Matzke, the author
of the second volume of Greenberg’s Guide
to Marx Trains, referred to it as an EMD
F3, even though that comparison is no
more accurate than it is to an Alco FA.

Marx offered the 6000 in two similar
color schemes. The more common one
used orange and silver; less often seen
were orange units with off-white being
substituted for silver.

Timing suggested Marx aimed to com-
pete with Lionel’s FAs (Union Pacific, then
Erie and Rock Island). Production of the
6000 ended in 1954, when the switch to
plastic bodies began.

Also brand new in 1952 was the No. 62
Baltimore & Ohio. The diesel, identical
except in paint with the 6000, was pro-
duced through 1954 and again in 1958 and
1967. Its production overlapped the con-
version to plastic bodies at Marx. But it
couldn’t be confirmed whether later runs
were made with newly lithographed bod-
ies or if they depended on leftover stock in
the warehouse.

Miscellaneous details

Collectors and operators find plenty to
appreciate about the Marx Alco and EMD
diesels. Even if you're more interested in
the trains from other manufacturers, keep
these points in mind:

First of all, A units represented the only
type of body Marx ever made — powered
and non-powered.

Second, the power truck for the FT was
newly designed for that application and
shared relatively few parts with other
Marx motor units. There were thick
geared flanges on the power wheels.

Third, the FT and FA locomotives were
prone to losing their horns- a serious flaw
in the design of the cab units. Even models
given plenty of tender, loving care could
end up with their horns breaking off or
falling out. Fortunately for Marx fans,
reproductions are readily available from
parts dealers.

Fourth, the 62 and 6000 FA diesels uti-
lized a standard four-wheel power unit
(single- as well as double-reduction gear
versions. Most of the motors had a single-

In addition to the three great lithographed
diesels Louis Marx & Co. used to lead freight
and passenger sets, the toy maker put out
equally eye-catching cabooses lettered for
the same popular railroads.

reduction gear with a thick-geared flange
that limits them to O gauge layouts with
Marx or similar switches.

Fifth, the powered wheels varied from
steam-type box spoke to a solid disk. The
non-powered trucks used a wheelset that
was identical to those on Marx’s four-
wheel cars.

Sixth, those motor units had a bracket
spot welded to their side plate so they
could be connected to the body at the
roof. Such units resembled their prewar
predecessors used on Marx M-10000 loco-
motives and could be used to replace miss-
ing or inoperable prewar motor units.

Sets and cabooses
While Marx occasionally offered its vari-
ous diesel locomotives for individual sale,
most of them entered the toy train market
as the motive power of a freight or passen-
ger set. To be precise, all three — Baltimore
& Ohio, Santa Fe, and Southern Pacific -
diesels led a number of freight sets.
Meanwhile, the FT diesel locomotive
headed several Marx passenger sets, as
well as some sets with both freight and
passenger cars. The sets often included
unpowered units and either three or four
lithographed 7-inch metal cars in FA sets
and ¥-inch scale freight or passenger cars
with large trucks in FT sets.
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. Weekend workshop

BY PAUL ULLRICH

Build an inexpensive lift span

Lionel Short Extension Bridges and some scrap lumber help bridge the gap

B I NEEDED A 40-INCH LIFT
BRIDGE to span the two sections of my
U-shaped O gauge layout, and I didn’t
want to spend a lot of money on it.
bought four Lionel Short Extension
Bridges (No. 62716) at a local train show
for about $10 apiece. They are 10 inches
each, the exact combined length I needed.

I was also after a base for the bridge
strong enough to carry the weight of my
heavier engines without bending. The pre-
vious owner of my house used pine
tongue-and-groove panels and had left
behind a few spare boards. One board
gave me the strength, and it was so thin
that it was barely noticeable.

I used a spare 36-inch length of Gar-
Graves flextrack and added a 6-inch piece.
The extra 2 inches were needed to fasten
the tracks at the end of the bridge. I then
removed the pins at the end and enlarged
the hollow rails slightly so they would fit
snugly over tubular track pins, yet be easy
enough to disconnect when I wanted to
get between the two sections of my layout
to reach the controls.

I fastened track to the wood base using
%" screws, taking special care to drill holes
through the ties to prevent them from
splitting. The bridge bases were too thick
to lay the track perfectly flat, so I cut the
floor stringers of each one to allow the
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Paul needed a movable way to bridge the gap
between two sections of his layout. Some
inexpensive Lionel Short Extension Bridges,
a pine board, and some track fit the bil.

track to go through them instead of over.
The pieces of the Lionel Short Extension
Bridges all snap together. Then I used a
hot glue gun to fasten the bridge bases to
the wood.

I used GarGraves lockons for the elec-
trical connections. Next, I drilled holes in
my layout and fed the wires through them.

I used several small pieces of scrap
lumber to create a hinged base at the other
end. For extra strength, I used corner

Paul used scrap wood blocks painted concrete gray to attach the board The floor stringers prevented the track from laying flat so Paul cut
part of the bridge to the layout. A couple more make the bridge stand.

braces to fasten them to the plywood base
of my layout.

As there was a switch at this end of the
layout, I had to round off some of the
pieces to provide clearance for the trains.
I used small squares of scrap lumber to
make a support for the bridge when it was
upright. I painted them gray to make them
look like concrete.

The total cost, including the track and
the hardware, came to about $50.

and removed them. Then he attached the bridges with hot glue.



With the bridgein its upright position,
- operatorsGanenterthe layout. The

e y by hand.

v 4
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LIONEL'S

UBMARINE

RISE TO THE

URFACE

old War tensions began to intrude on Lionelville in the

manufacturer’s cataloged line for 1958. A new accessory

could launch a rocket, and two entry-level sets hauled

military hardware lettered for the U.S. Marine Corps.
More armaments appeared a year later in the form of
intermediate-range missiles hurled aloft from a launching plat-
form or a flatcar and a diesel that fired short-range missiles.

Submarines joined Lionel’s growing arsenal in 1960. Designers

at the toy train company were paying close attention to the news
as they looked carefully at the small nuclear-powered submarines
actually being introduced. Understanding what was happening in
the country at the time enables hobbyists to better appreciate the
new entries in the Lionel line while expanding their interest in
collecting the models.

What Lionel offered

First, let’s summarize exactly what Lionel offered young sailors in
its burgeoning fleet of O gauge submarines in 1960. The toy train
manufacturer cataloged four items priced differently, although in
every case the sub was the same unpainted gray plastic model
with black heat-stamped lettering (U.S. NAVY and “3830”). Inter-
estingly, the sub was mistakenly shown in the consumer catalog
for 1960 as black with white lettering.

« Number 3830: An 11" long blue flatcar carried a fully assem-
bled sub powered by a rubber band. When lifted off the car, the
sub could be operated in water. The 3830, priced at $8.95, was a
set component (Super O No. 2553WS).

« Number 3820: An 11" long olive drab flatcar carried the
same sub. The 3820 appeared only as a part of the No. 1805 Land-
Sea-and-Air Gift Pack.

o Number 3330: An 11" long flatcar carried an unassembled
sub that, once put together, could be operated in water. The 3330,
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Lionel cataloged different flatcars loaded with operating as
well as non-operating submarines between 1960 and '63. The
No. 3830 was used as a separate-sale item and a component of
a few outfits, including Super O set No. 2572 in 1961.

a separate-sale item priced at $7.95), was also a component of one
outfit (Super O No. 2547WS).

o Number 6830: An 11" long flatcar carried a fully assembled
sub that didn’t operate. Priced at $5.95, it was also an outfit com-
ponent (O-27 No. 1633).

Operating submarines were available in kit form as No. 3330-
100 for $3.95 each.

The choice of catalog numbers in the 3000 series was curious,
if only because that group of models typically featured action
generated by track voltage or a remote controller. Yet with the
submarine transporters, only the load operated, not the flatcar;
also, the sub’s action was not electrically powered.

Subs in the news
For Lionel to announce miniature subs as its latest flatcar load
made good sense from a marketing standpoint. Nuclear-powered
submarines developed by the U.S. Navy were in the news then.
Unlike diesel-powered subs that had to surface frequently to
recharge their batteries, a nuclear sub could remain completely
submerged for weeks. The USS Nautilus, the world’s first opera-
tional nuclear sub, made international headlines in 1958, when it
demonstrated its potential by becoming the first oceangoing ves-
sel to cross the earth’s geographic north pole.

The accomplishments of other American nuclear submarines,
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Naval vessels.influenced
the postwar line
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Toy train designers
based the Lionel
model after the
Cetacean, the first  along with the release of Run Silent, Run Deep, a motion picture
privately owned dramatizing life aboard a World War II-era sub, thrilled Ameri-
civilian sub. The cans of all ages. No wonder hundreds of thousands of youngsters
Southern Pacific kept busy assembling plastic models of submarines or playing
moved it fromLos  with battery-powered toy subs in swimming pools and bathtubs.
Angeles to New With all the publicity accorded to Americas undersea defenses
Orleans. in the late 1950s, Lionel had good reason to add a submarine to
its growing line of military and space items.

Which sub?
Perhaps the biggest challenge facing the designers supervised by
Lionel’s chief engineer Joseph Bonanno was deciding which full-
size sub could best be replicated as a successful flatcar load. They
knew an actual nuclear sub could hardly be scaled down to create
a plausible load for a three-rail freight train. An O scale model of
the USS Nautilus would measure more than 6 feet in length.
Fortunately for Lionel, another kind of submarine had earned
publicity in the 1950s. The Cetacean (named after the taxonomic
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order that included whales, dolphins, and porpoises) was the first
privately owned, civilian submarine.

Edmund Martine had developed the Cetacean over a three-
year period at a cost of approximately $200,000. Designed for
underwater photography, the vessel had 8-inch-thick glass view-
ports on its nose, sides, and bottom and carried a dozen 600-watt
flood lamps to illuminate its surroundings. The double hull, fab-
ricated out of %" thick steel plate, could withstand the pressure at
ocean depths of five miles.

Launched at Los Angeles in September 1955 and christened
two months later, the Cetacean, it was noted in the December
1955 issue of Popular Mechanics magazine, was 41 feet long (as
opposed to the 320-foot USS Nautilus) and 10%: feet wide.
Weighing 50 tons, the Cetacean could easily be transported on a
standard 50-foot flatcar. And it was — as shown by a 1960 adver-
tisement placed by the Southern Pacific in Trains magazine
(reprinted on the preceding page).

Martine, eager to explore the crystal-clear waters off the coast
of Florida, arranged for the Cetacean to be hoisted aboard a
50-foot flatcar in November of 1958 for a 2,700-mile trans-
continental ride. The Southern Pacific handled the submarine
from Los Angeles to New Orleans, where an unspecified railroad
took over. An article in the Miami Herald reported the arrival of
the novel miniature sub on November 17.

Inspiring Lionel

After studying the appearance of the Cetacean, we conclude that
Lionel patterned its 3830 submarine after it. Our principal reason
for doing so relates to the dimensions of the sub. The model’s 94"
length and 2%:6" height over the escape hatch are only slightly
smaller than true O scale.

Admittedly, Lionel’s talented designers did take a few liberties
with their toy sub. First, the Cetacean had a series of nine semi-
circular openings beneath the conning tower that supported the
observation deck. The Lionel model has eight.

Second, Lionel gave its sub a sleek nose cone, unlike the
stubby, rounded one on the actual miniature sub.

Third, Lionel omitted handrails, floodlights, and other details
that would have given away the craft’s true size.

Fourth, Lionel didn’t replicate the Cetacean’s prominent “feet.”
Don’t worry too much about that omission. In defense of the toy
train maker, we should remember that in an emergency the full-
size submarine could jettison those feet.
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SUBMARINE BASE, TOO

While virtually all collectors and operators of Lionel trains
from the postwar era are familiar with the miniature sub-
marines, many of them may not know about a related and
scarce accessory: the No. 910-1 Navy Yard Cardboard
Display, also known as the atomic submarine base. This
highly desirable cardboard item came in nine promotional
outfits introduced between 1960 and '64.

The 910-1 Navy Yard Cardboard Display consists of
sheets of die-cut cardboard designed to be folded and
assembled to form a platform sturdy enough to support
aloop of O-27 track. A three-story command post stood
next to a lagoon in which were anchored three “subma-
rines.” The train in those uncataloged sets passed under a
loading shed on the command building and through a truss
bridge spanning the lagoon's inlet.

According to John W. Schmid, the author of Authorita-
tive Guide to Lionel Promotional Outfits, 1960-1969 (Proj-
ect Roar Publishing, 2007), approximately 6,500 examples
of the submarine base were produced to use in the same
quantity of train sets. Needless to say, few of the fragile
accessories have survived.

Fifth, Lionel lettered its subs U. S. NAVY in keeping with its
other space-age toys that clearly represented a military purpose.
An illustration on the 3330-100 package leaves no doubt that
Lionel intended to capitalize on the recent achievement of the
USS Nautilus: the artwork depicts a Navy submarine diving
beneath an arctic ice cap, inhabited by polar bears, with Northern
Lights illuminating the night sky.

Not for the last time — and not for the first time - engineers at
Lionel aimed to present to customers miniature versions of
machines and equipment, railroad locomotives, and rolling stock
that were new and fascinating.

The authors wish to express their gratitude to Timothy Radcliffe,
director of Thorne Library at Mount Vernon Nazarene University,
for his assistance.

Besides various ready-to use versions, Lionel offered its submarine as
an easily assembled kit available with a flatcar (No. 3330) or by itself
(No. 3330-100).
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«/ HANDCRAFTED +/PREBUILT & PRELIT ~/ORIGINAL WORKS OF O GAUGE ART!

PARKING GARAGE NUCLEAR POWER ONE POLICE AMERICAN TAMPA TOWERS
0 (279-4392) FACILITY PLAZA MATERIALS #2 0 (279-4432)
0 (279-4433) O (279-4435) O/HO/S (279-4425)
g, ; -
B el G sl
, ff‘ ‘_ [ | - 3 x.
FURY MOTORS SINCLAIR GARAGE GRANDPA JACK'S ROCKET DINER CRIPPLE CREEK
0 (275-9025) | HO (275-9026) 0 (275-9044) HOBBY SHOP 0 (279-8322) | HO (279-8309) WATER TOWER
0 (275-0616) | HO (275-0617) 0 (279-5924) | HO (279-5878)

CRIPPLE CREEK CRIPPLE CREEK ARBY'S® FEDEX® FREIGHT M&MS®
GENERAL STORE CROSSING RESTAURANT BUILDING UFO SCENE

O (279-8306) | HO (279-8333) O (279-8305) | HO (279-8332) O (279-6149) | HO (279-6919) O (279-6395) | HO (279-6324) 0 (279-6130) | HO (279-6916)

TIDE® SOAP NATIONAL SACRED HEART SPRECHER" COUNTY HOTEL
FACTORY POWER & LIGHT HOSPITAL BREWERY 0(279-4427) | HO (279-5142)

0 (279-5518) | HO (279-5877) O (279-4844) | HO (279-5021) 0 (279-8283) 0 (279-4493) | HO (279-5143)

GAMER & TRINITY CHURCH METROPOLIS AMERICAN WAR OF THE
THRONES 0 (279-6151) | HO (279-6362) THEATER MATERIALS #1 WORLDS
O (279-4428) | HO (279-5141) O (279-8489) O (279-4434) | HO (279-5043) O (279-8287)

HALLS OF CRIPPLE CREEK MENARDSVILLE AMTRAK STATION SCHNEIDER

HANDSOME TRACTOR REPAIR TRAIN STATION 0 (279-4523) FREIGHT BUILDING
0 (279-8488) 0 (279-8487) 0 (279-4436) | HO (279-5041) 0 (279-5098)

For more information and to order, visit ENARDS.COML‘[ RAIN¢



Product reviews

WITH THE CTT STAFF

Lionel's Union Pacific Rocket
Booster Train is one of the
biggest outfits the maker has
ever produced.

One of the company’s largest-ever O gauge outfits models a real train

s an aerospace engineer formerly

employed by NASA, this set hit

home! Iknew the second I saw it
advertised in the Lionel 2022 Volume 1
catalog that I had to have Lionel’s Union
Pacific Rocket Booster Train!

A soon as I opened the brown card-
board shipping carton and saw the unique
colorful box with an image of the rocket
booster train going across it,  knew I was
in for an unforgettable experience.

After soaking in the colorful artwork, I
opened it and was greeted by a plethora of
orange and blue Lionel boxes.

This is easily one of the largest sets ever
offered by Lionel. Included are six idler
boxcars, five heavy-duty flatcars with
loads and protective covers, and a 21"
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sleeping car. Powering the consist is a
Union Pacific ES44AC locomotive.

A word of caution: you will need plenty
of space to unbox the contents of this set.
There are a total of 13 boxes inside the
large one itself!

Making my way through the unboxing
process I opened the six standard O gauge
boxcars first. One of them features special
clearance bars mounted on it. These serve
to make sure the flatcars with the booster
segments have adequate clearance along
the train’s journey.

Be sure to check your layout for any
tight areas such as low clearances and tun-
nels. If you don't find the trouble spots
beforehand, the clearance bars will, just as
on the prototype.

The remainder of the idler cars are
there for braking and weight distribution.

Now for the good stuff, time to unbox
the five flatcars with the booster segments.
The protective covers for each part are
easily removed by simply lifting them off;
the top of each cover is hinged to accom-
modate this process.

Removing the covers reveals the differ-
ent sections to the rocket, the most notable
of which is the flatcar that holds the
engine nozzle and the nosecone.

After admiring the details of the entire
set, I made it my mission to put the rocket
together. Each section is held in place with
rings and screws.

I carefully unscrewed each clamp from
the bottom of the flatcars and removed
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Clockwise from top left, the articulated flatcars feature covers over each of the sections of the booster rocket. The racks holding the sections,

including the nosecone and engine bell, are mounted to the flatcars with screws. They can be assembled into a good-sized rocket booster.

each booster section and started assembly.
Quickly I realized the booster was much
bigger than I had imagined. It was at this
point I knew I had to get the expansion
pack which consists of five additional flat-
cars and loads (enough to build another
rocket booster) and six idler boxcars.

After taking the booster apart and rein-
stalling each section onto the flatcars, it
was finally time to get this set on the lay-
out. What makes this set enjoyable is you
can either run the set with the protective
covers on the flatcars or remove them to
show off the rocket booster segments.

The ES44AC that’s included with the
set sounds great and is a welcome addition
to the modern power on my roster, but I
decided to spice things up a bit and

grabbed my Lionel Legacy Union Pacific
Veranda Turbine. Running the set with it
isn't prototypical but it sure looks good!

The prototype rocket booster train is
designed to carry the NASA’s SLS rocket
over a 2,800-mile journey from the manu-
facturing facility in Utah to Florida’s Space
Coast. Each booster consists of five indi-
vidual segments weighing 180 tons each.
A planning team from each railroad the
train travels over determines the best route
and accounts for any obstructions.

Lionel’s Union Pacific Rocket Booster
Train will go down as one of the most out-
of-this-world O gauge sets ever made.
They are selling out fast, and the prices
will be sure to skyrocket. - Ben Laremont,
Youtube: @Bens_Trains_

O Gauge Union Pacific
Rocket Booster Train by
Lionel

Stock No: 2222020

Price: $1,699.99

Features: Locomotive can be runin
Legacy, TrainMaster Command Con-
trol, or conventional mode with a stan-
dard transformer; Bluetooth control to
operate with Universal Remote or Lion-
Chief App; rocket section loads on each
flatcar can be removed and assembled
into 30" tall scale booster model.

Website: Lionel.com
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Figures are mounted in the doosh y:

control switches are underneath (right): s

Hoppin’ a train
to anywhere

Lionel’s Hobo Sounds Boxcar has a
vagabond spirit

Lionel Hobo Sounds Boxcar. Initially
offered in the Lionel 2021 Volume II
catalog, it was confined to half of page 47.
Perhaps uncertain of how the product
would be received, the manufacturer only
offered it in Erie and Rock Island liveries.
The design is simple: a detailed 40-foot,
steam-era boxcar with a door ajar and two
traveling vagabonds seated inside. The
MSRP for this release is $189.99.
While the car is stationary, the sound

» «

emitted mimics a “hobo camp.” “Freight

I t’s time to go riding the rails with the

The Hobo Sounds Boxcar
from Lionel

Stock No. 2796130 (Erie)

Price: $189.99

Other roadnames: Rock Island (No.
226020).

Website: Lionel.com
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sounds” take over while the car is in
motion, like we’ve heard on previous
sound boxcar releases.

Hobo camp sounds include harmonica
playing and silly dialogue between the two
characters on board. The chatter seems to
be similar to the sound files from the
kitchen cars a few catalogs ago. When you
listen closely you can also hear the sounds
of birds chirping in the background, a nice
addition for any layout scene.

The cars are advertised as coming with
two pewter figures, die-cast trucks, and
operating couplers. The figures on the
models are plastic. One of the selling fea-
tures of these cars is their 11%-inch length
and ability to navigate O-31 curves.

The boxcars arrived in the fourth quar-
ter of 2022 and have been well received by
modelers. Lionel seems to be leaning
toward putting more sound effects in its
rolling stock. These fall into their freight
sounds lineup just after the basic boxcars
from previous years and before the Vision
Line offerings. The latter have ElectroCou-

plers and controlled loading-unloading
sequences triggered by the Cab 2 remote.

The car has a pick-up roller on each
truck, an off-center speaker, and add on
details including a brake wheel and chain,
ladders, and roof details.

The underside of the car is detailed and
there are two switches. “Min/Max”
increases or decreases the sounds, and
there’s a Sound On/Off switch in case you
just want silent operation. Due to the
weight of the speaker, this car comes in at
17.2 ounces and tracks nicely.

If you're interested in picking up one of
these cars up but your local hobby shop is
sold out, Lionel has already announced
more roadnames in its Volume II 2022
catalog. These include Cotton Belt (No.:
2326230), Frisco (No. 2326240), Ann
Arbor (No. 2326250), and Western Rail-
way of Alabama (No. 2326260). The
MSRP has gone up to $209.99 and they are
advertised with plastic, not pewter figures.
- Chris Montagna, YouTube: @Chriss
TrainsandThings



Become a Trains.com Unlimited member to unlock access to the best modeling and railfanning
videos on Trains.com Video. Get premium content including exclusive videos, series, layout visits,
behind-the-scenes events and tours, webcams, how-tos, expert tips, and Q&As with the editors.

The all-new Trains.com Video provides easy navigation and user experience features like closed
captioning, variable speed playback, and picture-in-picture. Access our library of over 3,300 videos
with new content added each month.

Start your Trains.com Unlimited 30-day free trial and start watching today!
Visit us online at: trains.com/membership

*After 30-day free trial, Trains.com Unlimited membership is just $6.99/month, billed annually in one installment of $83.88.
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Ballast Kits & ke

MODEL

BRrENNAN'S

RAILROADING

816-252-4605 | www.brennansmodelrr.com

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies
Located in the heart of Bald Knob
Visit our 105 year old 1915 MoPac Depot,
End Regional Rail Museum

400 Market Street » Bald Knob, AR 72010
501-RAILFAN (724-5326) or 870-692-8273
athtrains@yahoo.com

“Your S-Gauge
Specialists !”

ON-LINE AMERICAN
FLYER PARTS CATALOG

Port Lines

HOBBY

www.portlines.com

doug@portlines.com
(978) 465-8798

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models,
& other S-gauge products!

Serving The Model Railroader Since 1939

“Pre-War / Post-War Parts
' COLLECTOR COLOR PAINT
Model Engineering Works

128 SOUTH LINE STREET LANSDALE, PA 19446
Www.HENNINGSTRAINS.COM

LEN CARPARELLI

L&L Model Train Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com

1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 e (201) 438-1266
Visit our website to download our free catalog.

EEH KSHIRE | Lionel®, MTH Trains®
—— & All Scale Sales,
5 TRaINS Factory Trained

209 Rosemont Gdn  Service Genter, Sales/
Lexington, KY 40503

859-694-8144 Consignment Services

ONE-PIECE ﬁ-ﬂOms SCALE!

www.raildesignservices.com
Design model railroad layouts in any scale or revamp any
existing track plan to suit your specific requirements. Original
railroad logos and signs. Custom structure and car building .
Let us bring your dream rallroad f

" e P’“Wr‘.'—:fhw

Visit us online for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com

LIONEL-TYPE|

2345and6WIRE

FLAT CABLE

NEW
PRODUCTS!
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Watch

Classic Toy Trains

on You[/Li[:
youtube.com/classictoytrains

TRAINS & MORE, LLC

AF TRAINS & PARTS
AFCC, NASG, TCA, TTCS & TT0S

P.0. Box 1751 - Manchester, CT 06045-1751
860-432-2124 + trainsmore@aol.com
www.trainsmore.com

ChooChooAuctions.com

The premier site for serious train collectors,
whether you are buying or selling!

Easy to use. Friendly, fast, and fun.
Please stop by and say hi!

every day/

www.choochooauctions.com

Construction Scale Brass Details

Products built in the USA, to Iast Generations!
Visit our website and see why sa many customers
Choose Our Products Over the Competition b

www.millhouseriverstudio.com™

(71 6) S30-5267 Rl

Want more
Classic Toy Trains?

REVISIT A GREAT S GAUGE LaYOUT,

PR

Subscribe to our
E-Newsletter!

Go to

Trains.com/newsletters
for more info.




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains
merchandise. CLASSIC TOY TRAINS reserves the right to edit
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion — $1.06 per word, 3 insertions — $1.00
per word, 6 insertions — 92¢ per word. $35 minimum order per issue.
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers,
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave.,
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words.

Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times,
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to

Events

CA, SACRAMENTO: Sac-Sierra TCA. Scottish Rite
Masonic Center, 6151 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95819.
Saturday, May 27, 2023, 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission $10.00,
children 12 and under free. 160+ tables of trains for sale, free
parking, operating layouts, food. Free train set drawing for 17
and under. Contact: Bryan Stanton at brsta@comcast.net

CT, ANSONIA: Classic Shows, LLC will hold a Train and
Toy Show on Sunday, May 7, 2023, from 9:00am-2:00pm at
Warsaw Park, 119 Pulaski Hwy (Route 243), Ansonia, CT
06401. Admission $6.00, children 15 and under are free with
an adult. For information, please call 203-926-1327 or go to:
www.ClassicShowsLLC.com

FL, MELBOURNE: The Melbourne Train and Toy Show.
Azan Shrine Center, 1591 West Eau Gallie Blvd, Melbourne,
FL 32935. Saturday, June 3, 2023, 9am-2pm. Admission:
S5, kids under 10 FREE. Vendor tables $25 each or 3 or more
$20 each. Join us for trains, toys, and fun! Lunch/snacks
available. For more information: SchultzSpaceCoastTrains@aol.com
or 321-805-1963

FL, OCALA: Lions Tri-Annual Train Show. First Christian
Church, 1908 E. Fort King St., Ocala, FL 34471. Saturday,
June 10, 2023, and November 4, 2023, 9:00am-2:00pm.
Model trains, accessories, detail parts, toys. Adults $5.00,
12 and under free w/adult. Bring two canned goods and
receive $1.00 off admission. Food/snacks available.
Information: Bob 352-694-6381 or 813-203-3216

FL, TALLAHASSEE: 32nd Annual Tallahassee Model
Railroad Show and Sale! 2-DAYS! June 24-25, 2023.
Saturday, 9:00am-5:00pm & Sunday, 9:00am-4:00pm. Leon
County Fair Grounds, 441 Paul Russell Rd., Bldg. 2 & 4.
Admission: Adults/Children 13 & over, $10 BOTH DAYS!
Scouts in uniform/children 12 & under FREE! SCALES Z-G!
FOOD! Contact: Andy Zimmerman, 850-524-4399.
Email: GNTrainman@comcast.net

IL, GALESBURG: 2023 Galesburg Train Show.
June 24-25. Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm. Knox
College, T. Fleming Fieldhouse, 199 East Knox Street.
Admission $5, under 12 free. 400 tables of model trains,
books, videos, t-shirts, memorabilia. 80+ vendors and
exhibitors. Operating layouts. Tables: $30 each.
Refreshments available. Handicap accessible. Show
Directors: Greg Norris 309-335-2634, John Manderscheid
563-349-0134

KS, HUTCHINSON: Kansas Central Model Railroaders,
Center of the Nation Model Railroad Expo. Kansas State
Fairgrounds, Pride of Kansas Building, 2000 N Poplar,
Hutchinson, KS 67502. June 3-4, 2023. Saturday 9am-5pm,
Sunday 10am-3pm. Admission $8.00, under 13 free w/adult.
125+ vendor tables & numerous operating layouts. 25,800
sq.ft. of fun! Free parking (handicap accessible).
Info: www.kansascentralmodelrailroaders.org

contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street
address of the person providing the information is also required but need
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months
are available at the $45 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to
ensure accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when
using a P.0. Box in your ad, a street address.

SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.0. Box 1612 Waukesha, W| 53187-1612
888 558-1544 Ext. 551 Fax: 262-796-0126

E-mail: classads@kalmbach.com

NJ, BRICK: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The Brick
Train Show. Elks Lodge, 2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ
08723. Sunday, May 21, 2023, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission:
$7.00; under 12 free with adult. John LaLima 732-845-5966.
Go to www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Brick Show.

NY, DUNKIRK: TCA Upstate NY Chapter Toy Train Show.
Dunkirk Fairgrounds, 1089 Central Ave., Dunkirk, NY 14048.
Saturday, May 13, 2023. TCA Members: 8:30am. General
Public: 9:00am-3:30pm. Admission: Chapter Members, free.
General Public, $5.00, children 12-17, $3.00, under 12 free
w/ paid adult. Tables are $20, for reservations
email: tcaupstatechapter@gmail.com. Mike: 716-913-4195 or
Dave: 716-208-5842

TN, JOHNSON CITY: BIG TRAIN SHOW, June 2-3, 2023.
Host: George L. Carter Railroad Museum. 330+ tables,
64,000 sq.ft. All scales, operating layouts, vendors,
memorabilia, books, food. ETSU “Mini-Dome" Noon-6pm
Friday, 10am-4pm Saturday. Admission: $8 per day, under
12 Free. Free covered parking. Contact Roger Teinert
423-791-4937 or www.etsu.edu/railroad

TX, AUSTIN: Austin Train Show. Over 25,000 sq.ft. of
railroading fun for the whole family! Palmer Events Center,
900 Barton Springs Road, Austin, TX. May 6-7, 2023.
Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm. Admission:
$8 online, $10 at the door (includes both days), 12 and under
FREE w/adult. Vendors, model/Lego railroads, tour, clinics.
For more information visit: austintrainshow.org

All listed events were confirmed as active at the time of press.
Please contact event sponsor for current status of the event.

S Gauge For Sale
AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES.

Visit www.trainsmore.com or send $4.00 for printed catalog to
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL
AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets,
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more,
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville
parts. Buying all Flyer. Send $4.25 postage, Judy Hajash,
PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

0 Gauge For Sale

LIONEL “SUPER O” TRACKAGE: All Super O BOUGHT
& SOLD. Long time reliable supplier. Contact Mike at:
hspanier@aol.com or call 708-845-0937

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets,
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, 027 & HO.
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $3.00
postage, Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005.
304-359-2194.

0 Gauge Wanted

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to
supply our large customer base. Modern era specialists-
Lionel, MTH, K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy
collections, store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras.
Send us your list or call us today. We travel extensively all over
the US and Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite
200, Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com
Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel,
MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. | will pay cash for
large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time
advertiser in this magazine. | want to spend $200,000 this
year. | will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your
price if possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2,
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel,
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin,
Hornby & more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience,
confidential. Send us your lists today, 306 Sonoma Drive,
Suite 773, Allen, TX 75013. www.txtrains.com,
texastrains@yahoo.com, Phone: 972-824-7123

Standard Gauge For Sale

USA TRACK LLC. Traditional tubular tinplate Standard
Gauge (2-1/8" gauge) toy train track made entirely in the USA.
Fully compatible with vintage Standard Gauge track,
reproduction Standard Gauge switches and Ross Custom
Switches. Contact StandardGaugeTrack@gmail.com or visit
www.StandardGaugeTrack.com

Miscellaneous For Sale

LEVENTON HOBBY SUPPLY: We offer American Flyer
trains and parts for all gauges. Also, some erector parts
available. For a list, call or send a SASE to PO Box 1525,
Chehalis, WA 98532. 360-748-6236

Miscellaneous Wanted

ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any
condition. Top dollar paid. PAUL at 248-760-6960.
E-mail: slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or
built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid.
Fred Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797,
fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

CLOSING DATES:
July 2023 closes April 19,
September closes June 14,
November closes August 16

Say you saw their ad in
Classic Toy trains
magazine!

'REVISIT A GREAT S GAUGE LAYOUT

TRAR

Read Classic Toy Trains on your favorite device!

Go Digital!

Visit Trains.com/CTT

« Live links
+ Zoom in & magnify

+ Bookmark pages
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LEADING
MODEL RETAILERS

Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s
basis at $213 per year, six issues, (payable
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to
established accounts for one year minimum).
Ads will be set in standard format typography.
All insertions must be consecutive and may be
invoiced if you have credit established with us.
No mention of mail order business permitted.
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section.
Call 888-558-1544, ext. 551.

CALIFORNIA ¢ Burbank
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Marklin dealer.
the most complete train stores in
_So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
Visit our website at www.trainshack.com
THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

IOWA ¢ Dubuque
MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, AUthorized MTH & Lionél Service
Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4
skippertim99@gmail.com

. _CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

NEW YORK ¢ Staten Island

We are your source for
O gauge trains & accessories.
We carrty TH, Lionel & Gargraves.
www.e-zcatch.com e-zcatch@verizon.net

E-Z CATCH HOBBY SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

SOUTH CAROLINA * West Columbia

All scales, all major brands
of model railroad equipment.
We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

KANSAS OverlandZPaéks(ch Area)

b cale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!
New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.
www.fredstrainshop.com
FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
8909 Santa Fe Dr. 913-383-3500

NORTH CAROLINA ¢ Winston (Salem)
K-Line Superstore, MTH, Lionel. Large
selection of older MTH. First in O gau%e.
In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com
www.trainloft.com Celebrating 20 years!
THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

TENNESSEE ¢ Murfreesboro

Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War &
‘Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large
inventory of ensglnes and accessories including
O, HO, & N Scale. Monday - Saturday 9-5
’

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy.  615-895-6918

MARYLAND ¢ Hagerstown
One of the largest operatln%_}raln Ia(ysouts and

museum. MTH; Lionel, Z, N,HO, O, G,
ma%azmes., videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok
System, Lionel/AF logo stools. Call for hours.

www.the-train-room.com
THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Blvd. 301-745-6681

OHIO ¢ Oberlin (W. Cleveland)
MTH Service Center. Authorized dealer for
MTH, Lionel, Atlas, Woodland Scenics.
; Closed Sun & Mon

30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20

www.stockyardexpresslic.com

STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

CALIFORNIA ¢ Concord
Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign
- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel.
Discount prices & friendly service.
Website: www.just-trains.com
JUST TRAINS

5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

CALIFORNIA ¢ Pasadena
Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HON3, N, Z.
Complete stock of brass imports, new & used.
ooks, tools, structures, detail parts.
Open 7 days. ww.thewhistlestop.com
THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

CALIFORNIA ¢ Yuba City

A full service model train Store! Large
inventory, HO, N, Tinplate.
Books, videos, collectors & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old toy trains.
www.westerndepot.com
. THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

DELAWARE ¢ Ocean View
No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,
'TH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 10-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon
i SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

MARYLAND ¢ Leonardtown
50+ years of trains experience. Largest
contemporary tinplate dealer in the U.S.
Complete lines of Lionel and MTH trains.
Wed-Fri 10-5, Sat 9-3, Sun-Tues closed.
SideTrackHobbies.com
SIDE TRACK HOBBIES
40845 Merchants Ln 301-475-5381

OREGON ¢ Portland
Full service train shoe
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments
T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monday
www.hobbysmith.com 1-877-284-1912
THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd.  503-284-1912

TEXAS e Dallas . .

Official Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traln?_lgeer shop/showroom includes;
Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always
something new!! www.TWTrainWorxStore.com
TW_TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

MASSACHUSETTS ¢ Lexington
Parts and service, factoa/ experienced.
Parts |ist avajlable, $4.00. Tue - Fri 9-5.
"The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues.
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com
http://www.drtinkertrains.com
DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

OREGON e Portland .

Your complete model railroad store.

. Gauges Z through G.
Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday
WWW.WSOr.com
WHISTLE STOP TRAINS

11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

VIRGINIA ¢ Ashland (Richmond)

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon-Sat 10-6; Sun 11-4
Personal service/r;\elpairs/layout ideas. We ship.
Gauge G, O, HO, N, Thomas Wooden, & more.

1-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.
www.trainandtoystore.com
TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

MICHIGAN e Traverse City

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,
structures, scratchbuilding supphes,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

PENNSYLVANIA e Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.
OPEN 7 days a week.

Only minutes from Frederick, MD.
www.mainlinehobby.com
MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

VIRGINIA e Manassas
Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete
train store for new & gently used Lionel,
Bachmann. We carry Standard,
0, 0-27, S, HO & N. Expert re?alrs.
dandhtrains@comcast.ne
TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

FLORIDA ¢ Cape Canaveral

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
on the internet
www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Bivd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

FLORIDA ¢ Miami )
Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five operating
la 10am-5pm
n (Nov-Jan) 10-1.
s at rtrtrains@aol.com

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

Su
Email u

FLORIDA * Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park
2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services._Trains, Track,
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com
ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

MISSOURI e St. Louis .
Largest selection of prewar & postwar in
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,
Proto, Atlas, etc.
Highest price fpr large collections.
www.TrainTownstl.net
TRAIN TOWN
9836 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Broomall
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
, N, 0, Standard, O & S gauges
bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
www.nstrains.com

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND ¢ Manassas, VA

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair
& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

TRAIN DEPOT
7249 Gabe Ct. 703-953-3767

NEVADA e Las Vegas

The area’s most complete Lionel MPC,
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade.
ar new & use

ostw. .
Accessories, parts and supplies.

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Greensburg

Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to
G, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.
Bua/ Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm
5,500+ SqgFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

NEVADA e Las Vegas

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauq(e,
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip.
www.westsidetrainslv.com

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hanover
Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.

New Lionel & MTH at discount prices.
Standard O & S gauges bought, sold &
repaired. Authorized service station.

20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6
TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
38 York St. 717-637-4717

NEW JERSEY ¢ Mountain Lakes
Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest
train store in northern NJ since 1974!

4 Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service Station #556.
www.TRAIN-STATION.COM
. THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hatboro
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin,
Bachmann, Williams, HO, N & Z. We buy,
sell & repair. Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat & Sun 10-4
www.JoesTrainStation.com

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

GEORGIA e Atlanta (Lilburn)

Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
H Train Mega Dealer
400 SF Layout - HUGE Selection
www.legacystation.com

NEW JERSEY e Trenton/Ewing
Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
. Authorized Service Station.
Lionel, MTH, Williams,Weaver, K-Line,
GarGraves. New & Used O & O27.

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ New Castle
Buy/sell/trade, rer)air all types of trains.
iant Lionel village display during
the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours. %mall: tranI%m@yahoo.com

len Roc Shopping Center. www.undergroundrrshop.com
LEGACY STATION TRAINS TRAINS & THINGS THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780 | 246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790 | 1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912
INDIANA e Atlanta NEW YORK e Ardsley PENNSYLVANIA e Strasburg

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH e Atlas ¢ Lionel ® scenery supplies
Layout construction help / workshop

ub sized 3-rail display layout
mrmuffinstrains.com
MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Discount Pricin:
www.tomstrainsny.com
Call for hours.

TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.
, HO, O, Lionel, LGB.

Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent
00 Choo Barn.  www.etrainshop.com
STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP

226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

INDIANA ¢ Michigan Clt\y
Home of | Love Toy Trains DVDs — specializing
in scale O gauge model railroading. Two large
operating layouts. We buy/sell Lionel. Certified
Lionel repair & service center. Web: tmbv.com
Sat 10-4 C! ther days, call for an appt.
| LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

NEW YORK ¢ North Rose
. Lionel MTH Sales and
Lionel Service Station #144
Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)
www.dardnerthetraindoctor.com
GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”

8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi Eof 14  315-483-6577

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Zelienople

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
GarGraves, Woodland Scenics
Please call or visit our website for hours.
www.cttrains.com

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

WASHINGTON e Burien (Seattle)

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage eleﬁctrlc trains

in all scales, Tues - Sat 11-
www.electrictrainshop.com

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

WASHINGTON e Kirkland
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
sell, and repair.
your railroading needs.
en Mon.-Sat.
www.eastsidetrains.com
EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.
217 Central Way 425-828-4098

WEST VIRGINIA ¢ Wheeling
Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
BU¥N_ Sell - Trade - New & Used Traing
MTH- eaver—WlIIlams—LloneI—AtIas—D%pt 56
,F12-7, ,Th 12-6, Sat 10-

uy,
Supplying all
pplying &

www.patstrains.com

PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

CANADA-BC * Savona A
Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains,
rallwa%_anthues, art booKs, DVDs, sotivenirs
and Thomas t0o. Canadian road names a
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.
www.kellyskaboose.ca

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

CANADA-ON ¢ Toronto (Markham)

. Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Distributor & Repair Center
| Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

Run your Retail Directory
ad in the next issue of
Classic Toy Trains!

Call 888-558-1544,
ext. 551 for more information.

THAINS

For more, follow Classic Toy Trains on Facebook!
Go to Facebook.com/ClassicToyTrains today!
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Ad index

IN THIS ISSUE

WE BELIEVE THAT OUR READERS ARE AS IMPORTANT AS OUR ADVERTISERS. If you do not receive your merchandise or a
reply from an advertiser within a reasonable period, please contact us. Provide details about what you ordered and the amount
you paid. If no action is obtained after we forward your complaint to the advertiser, we will not accept further advertising from
them. Classic Toy Trains magazine, 21027 Crossroads Circle, Waukesha, Wl 53186-4055

The Advertiser Index is provided as a service to Classic Toy Trains magazine readers. The magazine is not responsible for

omissions or for typographical errors in names or page numbers.

2023 Pocket Price Guides............... 59
AmericanModels....................... 24
Arkansas Traveler Hobbies .............. 54
Barts Pneumatics Corp.................. 20
Berkshire Trains ..............cooineit. 54
Bodnar's Auction Sales................... 20
BPH Enterprises ...........oovviiinnnn 54
Brasseur Electric TrainsInc. ............. 25
Brennan's Model Railroading............ 54
Charles Ro Supply Co. .........c.vennn. 16
Charles Siegel's Train City ... ........... 5,54
East Coast Enterprises .................. 25
Eastside Trains ............covveennne. 25
Entertrainment, Inc. .................... 60
Gargraves Trackage Corp................. 5
Glenn Snyder Display Systems............. 8
Great TrainEXpo......covvvvviinnnannns 25
Greenberg Shows.............coevveun 25
Grzyboski'sTrains. ...........coovveennnn. 7
Henning'sTrains........................ 54
L&LModel TrainCo.....oovvveennnnnnnn. 54
Lionel Collectors Club of America......... 9
Lionel Operating Train Society Inc. ...... 21

Mario'sTrains. ......ccovvvvieiieeennns. 25

Menard, InC...........ccovviiininans 2,49
Mianne Benchworks .................... 25
Midwest Train Show..................... 25
Millhouse River Studio .................. 54
National Train Show .................... 24
Nicholas Smith Trains................... 19
Port Lines Hobby Supply................ 54
Raildesign...........cooveiiiiniinn, 54
RichRoman ...................cooe. 25
Ross Custom Switches .................. 23
Roundhouse South ..................... 17
S&WParts Supply.....covvvvvviiennann. 8
Showcase EXpress .......c.vvvvvvvvenn.. 24
T&KHobbyShop.............coceitt. 54
Train & Toy Collection Buyer............. 25
Train Collector's Association ............ 17
Trains&More.........coovviiiiiinnnnn, 54
TrainWorld ..........ooviiiiiiiiiie 5
Traincity.com..........ooiivveennnn. 5,54
Trains.com ......cvvveviiii i 53
Trainz.com ......ccovvviiiie s 25
Western Depot, The............ceeeettt. 9

WIRE-PleX........coovviiiiiiiiinns 54

MORE toy trains!

Trains.com/ctt

READY TO BLAST OFF
360-degree coverage of Lionel's new
Union Pacific Rocket Booster Train.
Read about every detail of one of the
manufacturer's biggest sets ever, and
see video of it running!

CONRAIL'S O GAUGE DEBUT

It's not often that a toy train manufac-
turer gets a whole new railroad to paint
models for. But that's exactly what
happened in the late 1970s with the
formation of Conrail. Learn when big
blue made its original appeance in the
Lionel catalog and with what model.

SIMPLE CAR, BUT SCARCE

The Lionel X6454 Baby Ruth boxcar is
a sweet piece of rolling stock that was
cataloged for only one year. Get a taste
of its history.

@ trains.com



Tips & techniques

Inexpensive camping

Plus an easy source of track insulation, and time-tested advice

B HERE ARE SOME PHOTOS
of two campsites that I've set up on
different layouts. The little trail-
ers are cast resin decorations I
picked up at a local dollar
store for a buck each. They
looked to be %"~ to 4"
scale and fit in just right
with my O-27 tinplate
scenery.

I added figures, a syc-
amore tree seed pod
painted red to simulate a
fire, a few bushes and trees,
and that was it. Note that the
prickly seed pod was cut in
half to provide a flat mounting
surface. — Harry Noble, Xenia, Ohio

s

STIME-
TESTED TIPS

Try making your own trees
and ground cover —it's easy
and saves money.

Use HO structures in some
spots on your layout to cre-
ate forced perspective.

Experiment with scratch-

GOOD INSULATION building - start with a model
I have discovered that rolled emery cloth makes an excellent insulator for of your home.

repairing or modifying traditional O gauge track sections.

It is tough without being too thick, and its abrasive side helps to keep it from Buy inexpensive brands
sliding around. — Robert Nordberg, Canton, N.Y. of latex house paint for a

scenery base.
Insulated rails can be used to activate some operating accessories. - HM.

Dye sawdust and sponges
\_ J for inexpensive scenery

materials. — CTT Staff

WANT TO SHARE? Writeto “Tips" at Classic Toy Trains, P.0. Box 1612, Waukesha, W1 53187-1612, or
email us at tips@classictoytrains.com and put the word "tips” in the subject line. We'll pay you $25 for any tip we
publish unless it was contained in a previously purchased article.
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What's it worth?

The 2023 pocket price guides are here to help!

As go-to sources for accurate and current market value informa-
tion, the Lionel® and American Flyer pocket price guides provide
updated pricing in a comprehensive, easy-to-read format for O
and S gauge train listings. Use these functional, easy-to-read
essential pocket-sized price guides anywhere you need them.

Don't miss out on these
top-selling reference guides!

m Order your copies today at
AN  KalmbachHobbyStore.com/2023PPG

Sales tax and retail delivery fee where applicable.

Media
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WORLD'’S LARGEST MODEL TRAIN DISPLAY
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