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SMITH BROTHERS T\I & APPLIANCE

Built-&-Ready”Landmark Structures®

* Features flickering B&W and color TVs
* Hand-painted and loaded with signage
* Available for N, HO and O scales

Turn on the TVs mth J-"

* No electrical knowledge needed - o T
* Plug pre-lit features into Light Hub : “E!J [EIFL -

UsHTHUE ~ «
* Modular design for customizable expansion NV
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True student of

all things Lionel

Trains and documents fascinate
George Schmid.

BY ROGER CARP
Cover photo by Hal Miller
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Flyer no. 912

Koppers tank car

This model highlighted the chemical
industry’s ties with railroading.

BY ROGER CARP

Take a ride on the

O gauge Reading

One modeler’s three-rail tribute to
his favorite fallen flag.

BY ROGER CARP

A car that drew
short-term interest
Developing the no. 6050
Lionel Savings Bank.
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AND MARK STEPHENS
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Built with the

spirit of Gilbert
Tradition shapes Bill Clark’s
S gauge layout.

BY BILL CLARK

WEEKEND WORKSHOP
Modeling a logging switcher
Lionel’s no. 614 locomotive is the
starting point for this project.

BY JOHN HARTMAN

Marx diesels from
Fairbanks-Morse
Colorful lithographed engines
brighten O gauge layouts.

BY ROBERT WENDT

Lionel marks 100 years of
Lady Liberty

Train Master set recalls
American freedom
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Editor’s desk

WITH HAL MILLER

Hey that’s a neat ... layout?

Sometimes it takes a mix of scales to make a cover

B I WISH I COULD SHOW
YOU THE LAYOUT that’s
on the cover this month. It’s
really a spectacular piece of
model railroad construction.

Unfortunately it doesn’t
belong in the magazine,
because it’s N scale.

Now and again I like to
“break the fourth wall” as it
were and show people how we
do some of the things around
here. In that spirit, here’s how
the cover came together.

When I heard the cover
subject would be a set of Lionel
Canadian Pacific F3s, I imme-
diately thought of some of the
great travel posters CP pro-
duced during the golden age of
rail travel. Many of them
depicted Rocky Mountain
scenes. They really made one
want to visit Canada by train!

The engines are similar to
the ones belonging to George
Schmid in his desirable Lionel
no. 2296W outfit shown on
page 34. His are safe with his
set; we borrowed these.

But how to capture the
essence of those posters in a
cover shot? The answer was
actually sitting in a hallway.

Some years ago Model Rail-
road Video Plus staff members
built the N scale “Canadian

Here'sa better'l'o'k at
the setup for the cover.
Inspiration at right.

Canyons” layout — the ideal
backdrop - maybe.

With some finagling, an O
gauge stretch of track was
posed in front of the layout to
accommodate the F3s. Several
shots later, we had a cover.

Besides being convenient, I
was also reminded of a good
modeling lesson. You can use
smaller-scale structures, trains,
and vehicles to give viewers a
sense of distance and depth,
even if your area is actually

o —

quite shallow. Give it a try on
your layout.

Enjoy the actual O and S
gauge layouts in the magazine.
I think there are a few more
modeling tips in here if you
look carefully, too.

Hal Miller, Editor

YOUR MAGAZINE TEAM

[}

TO SUBMIT AN ARTICLE and
photos, email manuscripts@classictoy
trains.com, or send materials to Classic Toy
Trains, 21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box
1612, Waukesha, W1 53186. Write the
words "Manuscript Enclosed” on the enve-
lope. Before preparing an article, contact
us to determine interest. Article/photo

A guidelines are available at trains.com/ctt/
Production Editor

Editor Senior Editor Copy Editor Group Technical Contributing Editor . . -

Hal Miller Roger Carp Rene Schweitzer Steven Otte Editor Bob Keller magazl nefco r?t” butor-guidelines/.
hmiller@ rcarp@ rschweitzer@ sotte@ Cody Grivno editor@ Classic Toy Trains assumes letters, new
ClassicToyTrains.com  ClassicToyTrains.com  Kalmbach.com Kalmbach.com cgrivno@ ClassicToyTrains.com product information, and other unsolicited

ModelRailroader.com materials are contributed gratis. We assume

no responsibility for the safe return of unso-
licited material.
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Buy, Sell, Consign!
Get in the Action!

www.bodnarsauction.com
Online Auctions!

Member of the TCA
Collecting for over 50 years!

N
We Understand \’\
Your Collection! SOLD!

BODNARS AUCTION
1-866-349-7378

YankeeDabbler.com

Thank you for making

YankeeDabbler

your favorite hobby store!

Check out our complete
train store!

Repairs and decoders installed.
N, HO, S, 0, G

& - ©) & —
SUPERSMOKE
* Non- Texic Liguid & Vapor l
*Faslt Wicking

Cedar * FIR TREE

Arctic Mint

Christmas Tree

Sugar Maple

Hickory * Cinnamon
Big-Puff Odorless
2 az. W/ orRoPPER 5 B.S0
4 oz. W/ sarervcar $15.00

PLUS §10.00 sHiFPiNG & HANDUING PER CRODER
AVAILABLE SINCE 1579

BART'S PNEUMATICS CORP.
1962 LANDIS WALLEY RiD. * LAMCASTER. PA. 27801

717-392-1568 v e

MINIMLUM OFDER
Wﬂ.har!:pneumall:n.cnm Z BOTTLES
PA, RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX

!E‘&a.'. f

IT’S TIME FOR THE
ROLLING STOCK
TO START E
ROLLING....

Send $1 for catallbg or visit u}dn the web at:

www.miannebenchwork.com
Foley Woodworking 44 Union St., Attléboro, MA 02703

Authorized Dealer:
Digitrax, ESU-LokSound,
NCE, Soundtraxx, TCS

OPEN
Tue-Sat
YANKEEDABBLER.COM Web(24X7)

(856) 312-8084

101 W. Kings Hwy.,
Bellmawr, NJ 08031

www.yankeedabbler.com

Your Southern Connection _for
Quality O Gauge Products

ROUNDHOUSE s
SOUTH

4611 5. Ridgewood Ave. » Port Orange, FL 32127
PH. 386-304-7002/7003 [ FIEEER

Freight charges added to ALL orders.
www.roundhousesouth.com
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Letters

FROM OUR READERS

Reconsidering the lowly Scout

Bl THE PANDEMIC HAS
LIMITED MANY OF OUR
normal activities, and idle time
can weigh heavily on you. I
recently found a great way to
enjoy some of that extra time
and get more satisfaction from
my Lionel trains.

I've been building an O and
S gauge layout for the past 22
years and generally dismissed
the Lionel Scout steam engines
as not being worth my atten-
tion. “You see one Scout and
you've seen them all,” was my
typical observation.

Well, my opinion has been
changed. Not long after getting
our second Covid shots, a
friend and I headed to Mile-
post Hobbies, a favorite store
located in Amsterdam, N.Y.

Walking in, we noticed a large
box of vintage trains. Right at
the bottom was an old Lionel
locomotive, a Scout engine
badly in need of tender loving
care! When I was told I could
have it for $5, I couldn’t resist.

Back home, I removed the
rust and burnished the wheels
and electrical contacts. I
touched up the black paint,
greased the gears, and oiled
wherever I thought necessary.

Then I was ready to test the
little engine, and off it ran —
backwards! The balky reverse
unit sometimes made it go for-
ward when desired, but it pre-
terred backwards.

I was hooked! Another visit
to Milepost Hobbies yielded
three more Scout engines also

The steam locomotives Lionel used in the late 1940s and early '50s to
pull freight outfits in its low-end Scout lineup proved to be enjoyable
repair projects for longtime O gauger James Calhoun.

in need of TLC. That meant I
had more projects easily han-
dled in a night or two and at
little cost. One of the fun chal-
lenges was figuring out which
parts were missing and then
finding them on the Internet.
I've had lots of fun bringing

these “hopeless cases” back to
life. Anyone looking for some-
thing to do without wanting to
spend much money should try
“Scouting” But beware - like
eating peanuts, it can become
addictive! - James Calhoun,
Clifton Park, N.Y.

A4l RCS Praducts
arne Proudly Hand
Made cn the USH

SWITCHES & TRACK

\ for all 3 Rail O Gauge & O27 Trains
8" Demand them from yowr dealer on call ws dinect!

A sampling of some of our neat curved switches.

All now available remote control ready to run!

(@ 2

~ 1-800-331-1395 CALL FOR FREE COLOR CATALOG
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#240RH #241LH curved
0120 outside curve
096 inside curve
#150RH #151LH curved
054 outside curve
031 inside curve



|NFO / ORDERS (570) 451 1700 or 451 1726 [ [ SKI :"_I We accept MasterCard, Visa, & Discover * Shipping Charges are actual cost

charged by the shipping carriers (UPS or USPS). Charge is based on order total,
MAIL / SHIP TO: 200 Glenmaura National Blvd. * Moosic, PA 18507 I STOB 9 wei)g,;ht, destinati%n, and mLItipIe box shi)pmentg(if required). Call for cost.

FOR PLACING ORDERS CALL 1-800-8LIONEL — Minimum order $40 + PA Residents add 6% Sales Tax including freight charge

Websit: ik grzyboskiais com State Rt 502 & Glenmaura National Bivd. S Cregy, s Ao Sludan, By ot ol chans n

Prices Subject to Change & Valid for Mail Order only Take Rt. 11 South to Rt. 502 ¢ 3 minutes off I-81 - Exit 180 « Not Responsible for typographical errors * Store Hours : check website

WAREHOUSE CLEANUP SALE!! LIONEL ‘LIONCHIEF’ LOCOMOTIVES LIONEL CLUB/UNCATALOGED CARS MTH PREMIER O GAUGE ITEMS
15002 Chessie Waffle-Sided Boxcar ... A 1934050 Burlington Northern RS-3 Diesel . .179.95 6582  TTOS Portland Lumber Car... 75.00 MT-2057LP/2065L Canadian Pacific F3 ABA's w/P1.. 395.00
15003 Green Bay & Western Waffle- Sided bic. 1934060 Jersey Central (red) RS-3 Diesel. .179.95 9733  LCCA Airco Boxcar witank (\n5|de) 29.95 MT-2076L Frisco Fairbank Morse H10-44 w/P1...... 195.00
16138 Goodyear’s Tank Car... 2123010 C&O Steam Freight Set LC-Plus. .319.99 16270 Dept. 56 Heritage Village Boxcar. MT-2077L Santa Fe Fairbank Morse H10-44 w/P1. 195.00
16429  Western Maryland Coal Hopper 2pk. 2132060 Halloween General 4-4-0 ... .224.99 16811 TCA Rutland Boxcar MT-2083LP/2091L Western Maryland F3 ABA's w/P1.. 495.00
16431 32 or 33 Lionel Corp. Hoppers each.. 20.00 2132070 Pennsylvania General 4-4-0 .224.99 17174 LCCA 'Via Las Vegas’ G.N. ACF Hopper. MT-2085LP Burlington F-3 ‘AA’ w/Proto-1................ 350.00
16681 Lionel Gold Animated Aquarium Car.. 35.00 2132080 W&ARR General 4-4-0... .224.99 19696 U.S. Saving Bond Mint Car | MT-2096L Atlantic Coast line F-3 B-unit (non-pwd)... 95.00
16708 C&NW Maintenace Car..... 2132090 Pennsylvania K-4 #1361 LC- .494.99 19774  Lionel RR Club Porthole Caboose 25.00 MT-2114LP CSX SD-60 w/Proto-1 ..195.00
.494.99 19962 TTOS Southern Pacific St ‘O’ ACF Hopper.. 40.00 MT-2121LP Southern FM Trainmaster w/Proto-1.... 175.00
.494.99 19965 Big Pete Aquarium Car 49 MT-2122L Denver & Rio Grande FM w/Proto-1....... 17
.494.99 19992 LRRC Western Union Tool Car MT-2124 Union Pacific Gas Turbine w/Proto-1 .......
.337.99 26214  USPS Century Stamp Boxcar.. MT-2126LP/LB Boston & Maine F-3 ABA's w/P1..... 495.
.337.99 29626 CASE Closed Mint Car-.... MT-2129LP Western Maryland EMD BL-2 w/Proto1. 175.00
.337.99 36769 4th of July Lighted Boxcar MT-2132LP Electro-Motive BL-2 w/Proto 1 ............. 175.00
. 337.99 38356 LOTS DOW Chemical Tank Car-.. MT-3015L Santa Fe 4-8-4 Northern #2921 w/P1.....
.197.99 39496 LRRC 50th Ann. Pickle Car #6475 .. 20-2244-1 USPS Genesis w/Proto 2.0......
.197.99 52038 LCCA Southern St ‘'O’ Coal Hopper. 20-2376-1 U.P. SD70Mac w/Proto 2.0 (used) .3
.197.99 52047 TTOS Cotton Belt St ‘O’ Smoking Caboose 50.! 00 20-2389-1 U.P. PA Alco ABA's w/Proto 2.0 (like- new) 545.00
.197.99 52049  Artrain B.N. Gondola w/covers ... 45.00 20-2403-1 U.P. GP-60m w/Proto 2.0 (like-new) ...... 325.00

2.0..
16718 USMC Missile Launching Car. 2132100 Pennsylvania K-4 #3750 LC-2.0..
16719  Exploding Boxcar.............. 2132110Pennsylvania K-4 #5400 LC-2. 0
16738 Pepe LePew Animated Boxcar .. i 2132120 Pennsylvania K-4 (Tuscan) LC-2.0..
16742 Trout Ranch Operating Aquarium Ca 35.00 2134010 Atlantic Coast Line GP-7 LC-2.0..
16922 C&O Flatcar w/Single Trailer ..... 30.00 2134020 MKT GP-7 LC-2.0................
16924 Lionel Corp. Flatcar w/Single Trailer.. 25.00 2134030 Baltimore & Ohio GP-7 LC-2.
16933 Lionel Lines Flatcar w/Autos...... 25.00 2134040 Rock Island GP-7 LC-2.0.
16953 NYC Flatcar w/RedWing Shoe Trailel 25.00 2134050 Santa Fe U36B Diesel
16968 Dep. Flatcar wiLifeflight Helicopter 2134060 Union Pacific U36B Diese
17009 NYC ACF 2-Bay Hopper Car. . 2134070 Seaboard U36B Diesel
17217  State of Maine ‘New Haven’ St'O’ Boxcar.... 35.00 2134080 CSX U36B Diesel....

17218  State of Maine ‘BAR’ St'O’ Boxcar. 2134090 Lehigh Valley RS-3 Diesel LC-2.0 .337.99 52058 TTOS Santa Fe MAP 6464 Boxcar.. 35.00 20-2503-1 U.P. SD-90Mac w/Proto 2.0 (like-new)... 365.00
17219 Tazmanian Devil St'O’ Boxcar ... A 2134100 Pennsylvania RS-3 Diesel LC-2.0 .337.99 52073 TTOS Pacific Fruit Ex. St ‘O’ Reefer. 25.00 20-2621-1 CSX SD-70ACe w/Proto 2.0 (like-new).. 349.95
17221 New York Central St'O’ Green Boxcal 25.00 2134110 Santa Fe RS-3 Diesel LC-2.0 .. .337.99 52074 LCCA lowa Beef St ‘O’ Reefer. 30.00 20-2774-1 Union Pacific SD70 ACe w/Proto 2.0...... 425.0

17222  Western Pacific St'O’ Boxcar.
17304 Wabash StO’ Reefer Car ..
17305 or 06 Pacific Fruit Ex. StO’
17307 or 17308 Tropicana St'O’ Reefers .
17309 or 17310 Tropicana St'O’ Reefers .
17311 REAStO’ Reefer Car.............
17407 Nickel Plate St'O’ Gondola w/Scrap loa
17522  St'O’ Flatcar w/Yellow Prowler..
18423 Orange Motorized Step Van ..
18424  Blue Motorized Pick-up Truck
19276 6464 Series V Boxcar 3-pack
19283  Erie 6464-style Boxcar...

19286 Sylvester & Tweety Boxcar
19423  Circle L Flatcar w/Racing Cars ..
19824 U.S. Amry Target Launch Car

19447 Mama'’s Baked Beans Vat Cal
19927 Lionel's Visitor Center Boxcar-1993 ..

2134120 Southern RS-3 Diesel LC-2.0.. .337.99 52081 TTOS C&NW 6464 Boxcar..
2234050 Amtrak Genesis Phase V #150 .404.99 52087 TTOS New Mexico Central B
2234060 Amtrak Genesis Phase IV NEC #111 LC2.0.. 404.99 52096 Dept. 56 Originial Snow Village Boxc:
2234070 Amtrak Genesis Phase Il #40 LC-2.0 ...... 404.99 52098 TTOS US Dept. of Commerce Boxcar.
2234080 Amtrak Genesis Phase V 50th Ann. #46 .. 404.99 52099 St. Louis Flatcar wiLionel Tractor-Trailer..
LIONEL LEGACY DIESELS 52101  CRRC Burlington Northern Maxi Stack
2133040 Pennsylvania E-7 ‘AA.. .899.99 52116  Milw. Road Flatcar w/Truck & Trailer
2133080 New York Central E-7 ‘AA .899.99 52117 Wabash Flatcar w/REA Truck & Trailer
2133171 Maine Central GP-7 #562 .449.95 52120 Chicagoland Shed Aquarium Car ....
2133300 KSC SD70ACe ‘Heroes'.. .539.99 52121 TTOS Mobilgas Uni-body Tank Car.
2133311 Atlantic Coast Line SD70ACe.. .539.99 52135 LOTSATSF Reefer................
2133321 Santa Fe Wabonnet SD70ACe .539.99 52148 REA/Santa Fe Operating Boxcar.
2133331 Baltimore & Ohio SD70ACe .539.99 52149 TTOS Conrail Flatcar w/PH Shovel Kit
2133341 Boston & Maine SD70ACe .. .539.99 52151 LCCAAmtrak St ‘O’ Reefer Car.......
2133351 Canadian Pacific SD70ACe. .539.99 52152 LCCA Ben Franklin Woodside Reefer . 75.00 20-80004d BNSF 70’ ABS Passenger 5-Car Set..... 450.00
2133380 Erie-Lackawanna PA ‘AA .899.99 52154 TTOS Pacific Fruit Ex. St ‘O’ Reefer, LIONEL ‘TMCC’ STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
2133430 Delaware & Hudson PA ‘AA .899.99 52162 LOTS GM&O Double-Door Boxcar.. A 18043 C&O ‘Yellow Belly’ Hudson . ..495.00
19932 Lionel's Visitor Center Boxcar-1994 .. 2133492 Soo Line GP-30 #703... .476.99 52163 CMStP&P Hiawatha Double-Door Boxcar ... 45.00 18046 Wabash 4-6-4 Hudson.....
19934 Lionel's Visitor Center Boxcar-1995 .. 0.00 2133441 BNSF GP-30 #2476. .476.99 52165 Artrain Caboose..............cccocvvuurecs 18057 #671 Lionel Lines Turbine & Tender
25757 Texas Special 15" Alum. Passenger 2-cars. 199 95 2133442 BNSF GP-30 #2826. .476.99 52167 Santa Fe F/C w/Navajo Tractor-Trailer 18079 New York Central Mikado
26496 Fish Food Vat Car .. 25.00 2133461 CSX (Chessie) GP-30 #4126 .. .476.99 52176 LCCA Burlington St ‘O’ Boxcar .... i 28028 Virginian Allegheny-Scale
29252 C.P. Rail 6464 (yellow) Boxcar 30.00 2133462 CSX (B&O) GP-30 #4131..... .476.99 52180 Milw. Road Flatcar w/Truck & Trailer 65.00 28038 Union Pacific 2-8-0 Consolidation
29612 Las Vegas Poker Chip Display Car. 30.00 2133471 Kansas City Southern GP-30 #4100 .476.99 52186 NLOE Grucci's Fireworks Boxcar 28051 Baltimore & Ohio EM-1........
29671 Smoke Pellet Display Car #2. 20.00 2133481 Reading & Northern GP-30 #2530 .. .476.99 52198 TCA Frisco Boxcar... 28052 Norfolk & Western Scale Class-A
37112 Helicopter 2-pack........... 9.95 2133482 Reading & Northern GP-30 #2531 .. .476.99 52195 LCCA CP Rail Doubl 28059 Western Pacific 4-8-2 Mountain-S
38219 Texas Special FT (Style) 44.95 2133501 U.P. Veranda Turbine #61 1484.99 52196 LOTS CP Rail Double Stack Car 28066 B&O Presidential 4-6-2 Pacific -Scale .
39217 Century Club Il Boxcar....... 20.00 2133502 U.P. Veranda Turbine #69. 1484.99 52222 SSW Flatcar w/South. Pacific Trucl 28074 Nickel Plate Berkshire (last US made).
39252 Lenny Dean 60th Ann. Boxca 25.00 2133510 Alaska Railroad Veranda Turbine 1484.99 52227 Artrain Lighted Boxcar 28075 C&O 2-6-6-2 Scale Mallet.
81446 Santa Fe Tie-Jector w/Command Control ... 99.95 2133530 Pennsylvania Veranda Turbine.... 1484.99 52232 Central RR of Long Island Boxcar 65. 28084 New York Central Dreyfuss Hudson
81448  Amtrak Tie-Jector w/Command Control....... 99.95 2133730 U.P. Veranda Turbine #65 (US Flag 1484.99 52234 LOTS Western Maryland Dep. F/C w/load .. 50.00 28085 N&W (JLC Series) Y6B 2-8-8-2...
82022 Lionel Steel Command-Only Gantry Crane 224.95 2133570 Boston & Maine SW-8 #801 .449.99 52243 TCA Museum Unibody Tank Car ..... 25 28098 New York Cental 4-6-0 Ten-Wheeler
82543  Exploding Ammunition Dump.... 19.95 2133590 Conrail SD-8 #8657 ............. .449.99 52256 NLOE New York & Atlantic RR Boxcar . 31704 Chicago & Alton Pacific Passenger Se
82977 MLB 2015 All-Star Game Boxcal 2133600 New York Central SW-8 #9606 .449.99 52260 LOTS Baltimore National Aqua. Car 38000 Empire State Streamlined Hudson ..
83157  Smithsonian Air & Space Flight Boxcar 2pk 99. 95 2133640 Strasburg SW-8 #8618 .449.99 52261 LOTS Schlitz Beer Wooside Reefer . 38010 Clinchfield (JLC Series) Challenger. .. 995.!
83230 Amtrak Die-Cast Girder Bridge.. 19.95 LIONEL CONVENTIONAL DIESELS 52264 TTOS Durango & Silverton Oper. Hopper ... 45.00 38012 Wheeling & Lake Erie 2-6-6-2 Mallef ..695.00
83246  Shell Gas Billboard Art Boxcal 8050 /51 Delaware & Hudson U36B’s (P/D)....... 195.00 52266 LCCA Penna. 4-Bay Coal Hopper 38026 Norfolk & Western J #606
84053 B.N. 21" Pass. StationSound g 8068 Rock GP-20 .125.00 52267 LCCA Penna. 4-Bay Coal Hopper 38029 Union Pacific 4-12-2 -Scale .
84166 Logging Disconnet (single pair) brown .. 8162 /63 Ontario Northland SD-18 (Pow/Dum) .. 245.00 52276 TCA California Gold Mint Car . 38032 Virginian 2-6-6-2 Scale
84230 Norfolk Southern 21” Theater Car Vista 8463  Chessie GP-20 .125.00 52278 Milw. Catch’n’Release Fish Aquarium Car... 49.95 38043 Frisco 4-6-0 - Scale.......
84599 Bucking Feed & Tack Building .54.95 8571 /72 Frisco U36B (Power/Dummy). .175.00 52280 LOTS ‘More Precious than Gold’ Mint Car .. 65.00 38044 Pennsylvania K-4 #5385..
LIONEL ‘SCALE-SIZE’ CARS - SALE!! 8665  Jeremiah O'Brien GP-9 w/Caboose.. .125.00 52283 Artrain Paint Vat Car...............cc.c..... 30.00 38053 New York Central L-2a Mohawk ..
29385 ATSF Double Sheathed Boxcar. 39.95 8668  Northern Pacific GP-9 Dummy . 95.00 52289 TCA Museum 25th Ann. Fort Knox Minf 75.00 38058 Chesapeake & Ohio H7 2-8-8-2..
82847 MKT 40’ Tractor-Trailer 8753  Pennsylvania Tuscan GG-1.. .295.00 52295 TCAMuseum St'O" Gon w/Pipe Load. 30.00 38065 Union Pacific 2-8-8-2...
83347 Atlantic Coast Line Double Sheath Boxcar.. 39.95 8754  New Haven Rectifier. .145.00 52299 Las Vegas Lady Luck Mint Car-.... 38079  Southern Pacific Scale-Size GS-2 ..
84120 Eastern State 40’ Steel-Side Reefer.. 39.95 8850  Penn Central GG-1 .295.00 52330 B&O Museum Fundrasier Boxcar LIONEL CONVENTIONAL STEAM
84125 Milwaukee Road PS-2CD Hopper Car .. 11724 Great Northern F-3 ABA's /RS (sealed) .. 495.00 52309 LOTS Patriotic Uni-body Tank Cal 8210  JLC Hudson w/6 Boxcars & Caboose (set) 395.00
84126 Northern Pacific PS-2CD Hopper Car ... i 18117 /21/22 Santa Fe Blue/Yellow F-3 ABBA's... 550.00 52310 TCA Museum PS-140' Boxcar.... 18001 Rock Island 4-8-4 Northern w/whistle 250.00
84128 TLDX Demonstrator PS-2 CD Hopper Car.. 44.95 18119 Union Pacific Alco ‘AA’ (Sealed) .245.00 52329 NLOE New York & Atlantic B/W C 18007  Southern Pacific GS-2 Daylight w/RS..
84141  Western Maryland 2-Bay Coal Hopper 3pk . 99.95 18263 CSX Scale SD-60 w/SignalSounds .. .195.00 52334 TTOS Smokey Bear Tank Car. 18034 Santa Fe 2-8-2 Mikado w/Railsounds..
84145 Western Maryland 2-Bay Coal Hopper 3pk. 99.95 18309 Reading Trainmaster FM....... .195.00 52346 LOTS D&H PS-2 Hopper Car.. 18040 Norfolk & Western J w/Railsounds .. .
84478 or 79 Wabash PS-4 flc w/40’ Trailer ea. ....69.95 18551 Susquehanna RS-3 wicase .. .175.00 52351 TTOS BNSF Icicle Reefer w/ETD 18042 Boston & Albany Hudson w/Railsounds..... .295.00
84894  or 95 Pennsylvania RoundRoof Boxcar ea.. 49.95 18552 Duluth Missible SD-18 w/case... .175.00 52372 TCA Streamlined Baggage Car ... LIONEL TUBULAR R-T-R SETS
84918 or 19 David Ind. Cylindrical Hopper ea. 54.95 18553  Union Pacific GP-9 wicase.... .150.00 52381 LOTS Virginian St ‘O’ Coal Hopper . 1388  SF ‘Golden Arrow’ Frt OB-worn Part Sealed 295.00
85070 Southwind Husky Stack w/End-Of-Train 18554  Gulf,Mobile & Ohio RS-3 w/case .. .175.00 52384 TTOS Transparent Car-............... 1587  B&O Capitol Ltd. Steam-Passenger .......... 295.00
85090 Cargill 30K Tank Car w/End-of-Train . 18558 MKT GP-7 w/display case 195.00 52392 PAFlatcar w/Hood’s Milk Tank Truck 1606  Nickel Plate 4-4-2 Steam w/SEARS boxcar. 195.00
85091 ACFX 30K Tank Car w/End-of-Train.. 18590 Nickel Plate Road C-420 w/SwgnaISounds 195.00 52403 TCA Texas & Pacific 40-Ton Stock Car. 1615  Cannonball Express w/True Value #16207 150.00
85290 Penna. MOW Gla Hopper 3-pack.. 18811 Alaska SD-9 175.00 52410 TTOS S.P. Flatcar w/Pup Trailers 11723  Amtrak RS-3 Diesel Work Train................. 245.00
85408 i i 18842 Bessemer & Lake Erie GP-38 w/case ....... 195.00 52411  Artrain USA Tank Car............... 11740  Conrail GP-7 Consolidation Frt. (sealed)... 245 00
84863 18908 New York Central Alco ‘AA'... .145.00 52415 TCAKids Club Sheriff & Outlaw Car. 11743  C&O SD-28 Diesel Freight (sealed). ..245.00
84867 18934 Reading FA-2 Alco’s ‘AA (seal .150.00 52416 RR Museum of LI 125th Ann. Boxcal
LIONEL ‘LIQUOR’ REEFER S 28848 Santa Fe GP-38 w/display case ... 52419 LOTS Touring Layout Operating Car
9827  Cutty Shark Scotch Wiskey LIONEL STANDARD ‘0’ D 52420 NLOE LIRR 80th Ann. Diesel Boxcal
9828  J&B Whiskey.................. 18203 Canadian Pacific SD-40.... 52453 RMLI North Fork Bank Mint Car .. LIONEL AMERICAN FLYER s-GAUGE
9829  Dewars ‘White Label Whiskey .. 18211 Susquehanna Dash 8-40B .. 52455 C&NW Uni-body Tank Car....... 8150 /51 SP PA Alco w/9500 to 03 Pass.Cars.... 595.00
9834  Southern Comfort.......... 18218 Susquehanna Dash 8-40B .. 52456 LOTS Alpenrose Flatcar w/Milk Container. 3 8153 /54 B&O PA Alco ABA's Diesel .. 395,
9836  Old Grand Dad Bourbon Wiskey 18214  CSX Dash-8 40C #7500 52570 LI Riverhead Building Supply Boxcar .......... 8458  Southern GP-7 Diesel
9837  Wild Turkey Whiskey 18215 CSX Dash-8 40C #7643 ... 52474 LOTS N.Y.C. Evans Auto Loader (no autos) 49 95 42550 Nickel Plate LEGACY ES44Ac Diesel........ 489.
9840  Fleischmann’s Gin 18217 lllinois Central SD-40 #6007 . 52513 US Air Force Flatcar w/Trailer. 79.95 42560 Monongahela LEGACY ESS44Ac Diesel.. 499.95
9841  Calvert Gin.... 18219  C&NW Dash-8 w/Railsounds 52516 TCA MWD U.P. 6464-5909 Boxca 42566 American Flyer Line 0-6-0 Docksider ..........
9842  Seagrams Gin 18220 C&NW Dash-8 w/Diesel Hom... 52543 LCCA BNSF 57’ Merchanical Reefer-Scale. 95 00 48000 Southern Pacific GP-9 Diesel ..
9843  Tanqueray Gin .. 18221 Denver Rio Grande SD-50 w/T| § 52545 TTOS Erie Operating Boxcar... 49.95 48009 American Flyer GP-7 Diesel
9844  Sambuca Roman: 18222 Denver Rio Grande SD-50 w/Hom.... 52500 TCAATSF Steel-Side Reefer-Scale . 48019 Southern Pacific GP-20 Diest
9846  Seagram’s Vodka.. 5.00 18223 Milwaukee Road SD-40 w/Railsounds.. 52553 LOTS Tennessee Aquarium Car.. 48020 Milwaukee Road GP-9 Diesel..
LIONEL BOXED SET (NO T&T) 18228  Southern Pacific Dash-9 w/TMCC... . 2501 52566 LOTS State of Maine St ‘O’ Boxcar .. . 48034 Seaboard Baldwin Switcher Dies
1450  Rio Grande F-3 ‘AA Freight-SSS .. 0.0 K-LINE ‘QUARTER’ STATE CARS 52571 LI Riverhead Grand Opening Boxca 69.95 48041 U.P. TMCC 2-8-2 Mikado Locomotive .
1585  75th Anniversary Set .. . K623-7425 Connecticut Scale Hopper Car 52574 METCA 50th Ann. Fort Knox Mint Car.. 69.95 48043 New York Central Baldwin Diesel
1971 Reading ‘Quaker City’ U36B Frelght Set... 295.00 K623-7427 Maryland O-Gauge Tank Car ... 52583 METCAB&O Mint Car................. 89.95 48048 Duluth Missible SD-9 Diesel.....
11700  Conrail SD-40 Freight Set. . K623-7432 North Carolina Scale Hopper Car 52586 NLOE Crade of Aviation F/C w/Trailer .. 74.95 48049 Southern Pacific SD-9 Diesel ..
11705 Chessie SD-40 Hopper ST ‘O’ Set. 350.00 K632-7421 Delaware O-Gauge Tank Car... . 52592 NLOE Petland Discount Aquarium Car. 99.95 48065 American Flyer SD-9 Diesel ...
11710  C.P. Rail SD-40 St ‘O’ Freight (sealed)...... 350.00 K632-7427 Maryland O-Gauge Tank Car-... 25.00 52593 TCA Louisville & Nashville PS-1 Boxcal 95.00 48070 U.P. LEGACY Big Boy Steam Locomotive 995.00
11713  Santa Fe Dash-8 St ‘O’ Freight (sealed).... 395.00 K632-7429 New Hampshire O-Gauge Tank Car 25.00 52596 METCA Long Island Mint Car 48071 Canadian National GP-9 Diesel .25
395.00 K632-7433 Rhode Island O-Gauge Tank Car. 25.00 58212 TCA Colorado Dep. 16-Wheel Flat w/load.. 199.95 48075 New Haven EP-5 Diesel ..
295.00 K765-7422 Pennsylvania Scale-Size Boxcar . 30.00 58226 Cumbres & Toltec Sheathed Boxcar-Scale.. 75.00 48144  Pennsylvania Baldwin Swi .
275.00 K765-7423 New Jersey Scale-Size Boxcar 20.00 58500 NLOE Firefighters Museum Tank Car... 79.95 48185 ATSF Warbonnet LEGACY U33C Diesel...
225.00 K765-7424 Georgia Scale-Size Boxcar...... 25.00 58533 TTOS Serria Beer PS-1 Boxcar-Scale.. 89.95 48187 D&H LEGACY U33C Diesel
695.00 K765-7426 Massachusetts Scale-Size Boxca 25.00 58549 LCCA Texas Special ‘Diamond’ Mint Car... 295.00 48193 Penn Central LEGACY U33c Diesel
11909 N&W J Warhorse Weather Hopper Set ..... 695.00 K765-7431 New York Scale-Size Boxcar 25.00 58566 LOTS Virginia & Truckee Mint Ca 99.95 48270 NASG 2008 Baldwin Switcher Diesel........
11918  Conrail SD-20 Merger Freight (sealed)...... 250.00 21104  Oregon Scale-Size Boxcar ... 25.00 91653 TCA PA Dutch Pretzels Boxcar. 35.00 49613 Southern Baldwin Work Train Boxed Set... 395.00
29122  Phoebe Snow F3 Aluminum Passenger ... 895.00 FOR SALE 44-QUARTER STATE CAR SET 99007 Smuckers Hot Fudge Tank Car. 65.00 49614 PRR PAAlco Passenger Boxed Set.......... 625.00

www.grzyboskitrains.com

45.00 20-2882-1 Pennsylvania GP-35 w/Proto 2.0.
30.00 20-2985-1 Norfolk Southern ES44AC w/Proto 2.0..
MT-6002 Rio Grande 60’ Aluminum 5-Car Set.........
MT-6003 Penna. 60’ Aluminum 5-Car Pass. Set..... 395.

MT-6016 Santa Fe 60’ Aluminum 4-Car Pass. Set.. 250.00
MT-6017 Penna. 60’ Painted Alum. 4-Car Pass. Set.295.00
MT-6603 Southern 70’ Plated Sleeper/Diner........... 195.00
MT-6605 Ca. Zephyrs 70’ Plated Sleeper/Diner
A MT-6606 U.P. 70’ Painted Sleeper/Diner .
55.00 20-6604 NYC Empire 70’ Aluminum 2-Car addons . 125.00
35.00 20-6607 PRR 70’ Painted 18” Alum. 2-Car addons . 145.00
55.00 20-6623 S.P. Daylight 70’ SL 2-Car Sleeper/Diner .. 149.95
45.00 20-6651 Great Northern 70 SL Sleeper/Diner......... 125.00
45.00 20-65024 PRR 70’ ABS SL Passenger 5-Car Set ... 295.00

11747 Lionel Lines Steam Freight (sealed)
11810 Budweiser GP-9 Freight .........
31907 JcPenny Pennsylvania Flyer Set.

11718  Norfolk Southern Triple Crown Set
11733 W.P. ‘Feather River’ Freight Set.
11738 Soo Line GP38 Freight Set....
11749 Western Maryland GP20 Hopper Se

11838  ATSF Warhorse Hudson Weathered Se
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GARY WRONKIEWICZ’S S GAUGE LAYOUT
The local economy on so many American Flyer layouts is sustained by coal
mining or logging. Not so on the smooth-running S gauge railroad Gary
Wronkiewicz built at his home in Palatine, Ill. As his nicely lit photograph
shows, shipping cattle and other kinds of livestock to regional markets helps
most of the people in this rural settlement earn a dollar. Gary enjoys operat-
ing the different no. 771 animated stockyards he has collected and restored
to good working order. He does admit with slight chagrin that the miniature
cows probably don't get quite the same thrill out of walking into the stock-
cars for their next journey as he does maneuvering them into position.
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WANT TO CONTRIBUTE?

Please send your best pictures to CTT Photo Album,
21027 Crossroads Circle, Waukesha, W1 563187-1612 or
email them to photoalbum@ClassicToyTrains.com.
Digital photos must be taken with the camera set at the
largest possible file size. Include your name, address,
and daytime telephone number; a description of each
image, including the gauge and make of the train; and
the name of the photographer or layout owner if he or
she is someone other than you. If your photograph is
published, we will pay you $50 as long as we have not
previously bought the photo.

For more on photos specs, please go to trains.com/ctt/
magazine/contributor-guidelines/



=> MATTHEW GRIFFITH’S

O GAUGE LAYOUT

Early in the autumn, right before the leaves
on the trees perched on the steep mountain
on Matthew Griffith's O gauge layout start
to change color, a Lionel Alco S-4 road die-
sel brings empty grain hoppers from the
local brewery. Once filled with barley and
hops, they're ready to be refilled. The great-
looking unit (Lionel no. 28548) puts in some
long hours on Matt's 12 x 30-foot three-rail
display in Tiffin, Ohio, thanks to the Train-
Master Command Control system he has
installed. His skills range from laying and
detailing track to wiring and photography.

' e :
1T STEVEN AND BARBARA TAPPER S O GAUGE LAYOUT
The green and silver on the Southern Ry. 4-6-2 Pacific steam engine and tender look immaculate. Did
the crew somehow divert their locomotive (Lionel no. 85174) through Sally's Restoration Shop
(Menards no. 279-4032) adjacent to the main line on the O gauge layout Steven and Barbara Tapper
built and photographed at home in Reistertown, Md., so it could join the Ford Mustangs being washed
and detailed? Besides this picture, the Tappers collaborated on the construction of their 8 x 16-foot
home display, a tribute to the Western Maryland Ry. soon to be featured in Classic Toy Trains.
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=> BOB AND JONI KING’S O GAUGE
LAYOUT

Red wheels, red roofs, red towers, and red lights - so
much on the 6 x 8-foot O gauge layout Bob King
built with input and encouragement from his wife,
Joni, boasts a bit of red. Maybe the emphasis on
that color was inevitable, since this display occu-
pies a spot in the Kings' home in Roseville, Calif.
Amid the prewar and postwar accessories you can
pick out two of Lionel's 0-27 stalwarts from the
1930s: the nos. 258 and 260E steamers. The green
stripes on the latter look snazzy - a sweet break
from all the crimson and scarlet and, yes, rose.

4 HOWARD JOHNSON’S O GAUGE
MODEL RAILROAD

Were any sections of the New Haven main line ever
as bustling during the postwar era as this part of
Howard Johnson's home layout? While F3 diesels
and EP-5 electrics lead New Haven trains along the
double-track main line, the accessories alongside
each other or back to back on the sidings remain
hard at work. Howard, who resides in Ocean Isle
Beach, N.C., has packed in loads of postwar classics
on his 12 x 20-foot O gauge display. The reissue of
the classic Hell Gate Bridge pleases all viewers.
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Long trains just keep getting longer on Robert Mott's O gauge layout, which he
continues to enlarge. The multiple-level railroad, whose area is approaching
300 square feet in Wayne, N.J., provides a comfortable home to some of the
biggest engines, including this Lionel no. 28076 Nickel Plate Road 2-6-6-2
Mallet, shown leading a train around Rob's display, which he enjoys photo-
graphing when not at the helm of a TrainMaster Command Control system.

=> PETER WILLIAMS’ O GAUGE LAYOUT

A far cry from first- and second-generation diesels often seen is the old-time
wood-burning engine Peter Williams prefers to run for the enjoyment of his
friends and himself on his latest O gauge railroad. Residing in Fernandina
Beach, Fla., he has created simple and rugged vignettes that convey viewers
back to the late 19th century. All Peter needs are figures, a commercial station
and signal, his favorite train, and the right exposure on his digital camera.



Modern era notes

WITH BOB KELLER

Thoughts on track

Tips for avoiding madness caused by right-of-way

B OTHER THAN LOCO-
MOTIVES, the largest
expense you may have getting
into this crazy hobby is the
cost of the track for your rail-
road. You can drop $600-$700
in no time at all, and still not
be near finishing the job.

I know, because after many
years of indecision, I finally got
around to re-tracking my O
gauge railroad! I had a plan,
but as you might guess, it was a
“living document” that seemed
to change every few days.

My original layout was
roughly 16 x 24 feet and had
three loops. Two of them had a
connection simply for switch-
ing out trains. The inner loop
was connected to a yard that,
while track-powered, was used
only for car storage.

I originally used one brand
of track on the inner loop and

yard and a second type on the
two outer loops. Over some 20
years I really, really, really got
tired of needing to add power
feeders to sort out dead spots.

I was also decades older,
and my knees and back took
exception to my climbing
under the benchwork like I was
a member of the French
Underground planning to blow
up a German troop train.

About a decade ago, re-
alignment of piping in the
basement was my excuse to do
a major re-work of the layout.
This cut-down benchwork is
about 8 x 24 feet, with an
L-shaped spur adding a dead-
end line of about 20 feet. I
wanted everything to be
mostly within arm’s reach.

I had one easy-to-maintain
oval and so was pretty happy
running a single train.

BACK TO TRACK PLAN BASICS

The chill of autumn air will trigger the layout-building or the layout-changing gene in many
model railroaders. As we enter prime layout-building season, here are six great tips and
ideas to keep in mind as you try to avoid insanity — unlike yours truly.

1. Come up with a simple track plan.

Then the change bug bit
me. I wondered what else I
could do with the lines.

Getting ahead of myself
I had a plan, but once I started
I promptly diverged from it!

The first easy step was add-
ing a siding to park a string of
passenger cars. Ouch, that was
a quick $50 or so.

Next was another switch off
of the main oval to the
L-shaped line to be a yard to
store both a full freight (25-30
cars) and a passenger train of

2. Get a catalog and price out your project at full (not retail) price. Then set a budget (or at

least a spending cap).

3. Switches, powered or unpowered, are pricey and will be the most expensive sections of

track you install.

4. If you're using a more modern modular track system, such as Lionel's FasTrack, MTH's
RealTrax, or Atlas O's 21st Century, you can save some money by transitioning to tubular
track in areas unseen by viewers.

5. With tubular track, you'll find it easy to cut a piece to fill the odd gap. This isn't generally

The best way to
avoid tracklaying
insanity is to de-
velop a plan and not
“switch” from it.

6-10 cars. Then I added a
switch off a switch and, of
course, a third off of that.

I also noticed that without
opening any more boxes, I was
filling up the siding with loose
cars that were just hanging
around. Not good. I'm running
out of room, and the cost is
starting to add up!

Back where my first siding
was, I was hit with a capital
“S.I” Swell Idea: Run a switch
off that track and loop it
around to connect with the
original yard!

That might work only if I
made it a dead-end yard. I
know me, after all, and I knew
that if I didn’t place some
buildings there to block it, I'd
be trying to recreate a second
loop. I didn’t have the room to
do it, and I knew I'd be back
where I started. Sigh.

Track is your friend

Just as with real railroads, your
train operation will only be as
good as the rails it runs on.

It can be both tedious and
irritating to install roadbed,
track, and ballast if you use it -
but oh so nice when that first
train starts and keeps running.

true with modular track; so if you use that type of track, don't underestimate the use of the

various fractional sections on the market. They have been far handier than | thought they _ R_ememb_eﬂ
would be in my own exploits. this is a terrific
hobby where

6. Even on a 4 x 8-foot layout an extra track power section can help things keep moving.

e : Y X you're never
Factor this into your plan, especially when deciding which transformer to use. - BK.

without a proj-
ect!
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Lionel Legacy Locomotives
LIO683199 Reading T1#2119
LI068427X 0/1 B&O GP9 Torpedo ..
LI0684276 NKP GP9 Torpedo
L1068440X 0/1 BN SD60M
LI068440X 3/4 SOO SD60M ..
LI068440X 7/8 CSX SD60M...
LI0684410 NS SD60M...................
LI0684508 NYC S2 Electric #113
LI0684510 PC S2 Electric #4710
LI0684511 NYC S2 Electric #101
LI0684512 S2 Electric Set.............
LI068462X 4/5 KCS SD40T-2
LI0684626 Lancaster & Chester SD40T- 2$539.99
L1068462X 7/8 GECX SD40T-2.....
LI0684636 UP SD40T-2
LI0684637 Cotton Belt SD40T-2
LI0684690 W&LE Berkshire #2716
L10684843 GE Demo AC6000 Green
LI068484X 4/5 GE Demo AC6000 Red ...
LI068484X 8/9 CSX Diversity AC6000 ....
LI0684851 Southern Pacific AC6000.......
L10684946 Long Island E-6 Atlantic.........
LI0685026 Southern SW7
LI0685030 B&P SD45
LI0685039 N&W SD45 #1711
L10685042 Wisconsin Central SD45.
LI068505X 1/2 EMD SD70ACe ..
LI0685171 B&O 4-6-2........ccoeecvveneene. $1259 99
LI01931130 Southern 4-8-2 Mountain ...$1169.98
LI01931440 PRR J1A 2-10-4 #6500......$1349.98
LI01931500 Lime Stone 2 Truck Shay ..$1079.98
LI01931510 LIMA Works 2 Truck Shay .$1079.98

LI01931720 CB&Q 2-10-4 ..., $1349.98
L101933031 Conrail RS11 (Patched).......$449.98
LI01933062 Seaboard RS11 ................ 5449.98

LI01933092 FEC SD40-2 ...$494.98
LIO193330X 1/2 GE Demo ES44AC........ $539.98
LIO193338X 1/2 Lycoming Valley GP35 ..$449.98
LI0193341X 1/2 Apache Railroad GP35..$449.98

MTH Locomotives
MTH203758T SP GS4 w. Lights........... $1249.99
MTH2037731 N&W 611 J Spirit............. $1249.99
MTH2038111 R&N 4-6-2 ..o $1199.99
MTH20207721 NJT P40 #4800 Genesis $444.99
MTH20207731 NJT P40 #4803 Genesis. $444.99
MTH20208581 NJ Transit E8 A $399.99
MTH20208761 USMC 44 Ton ... $399.99
MTH20209931 FEC SD40-2 .... $449.99
MTH20210861 NASAAIcO S2................. $399.99
MTH20211221 UP ES44AC (Pink Ribbon) $439.99
MTH20211241 GE ES44 AC Tier 4 Demo$439.99
MTH20211391 Santa Fe FT A Unit.......... $409.99
MTH20211551 UP SD70Ace Bush #4141$449.99
MTH202119XX 31/41 NS SD70Mac
MTH20211981 BNSF SD70Mac..............
MTH20212571 SF E8 A Plated
MTH20212641 UP SD70Ace #1111 .
MTH20214321 WC SD35.................
MTH20214681 RF&P GP40
MTH30205241 GE Demo ES44AC ..
MTH30205711 UP ES44AC
MTH30206061 CSX F40PH #9999 .........
MTH30206281 EMD Demo F3 ABA........
MTH30206531 WM RS3
MTH30206731 B&O Alco PAAA ..
MTH30206981 Alaska MP15............
MTH30207031 UP SD70ACe #1111
MTH30207791 Wash Term Alco RS-1
MTH30208051 UP 4141 SD70ACe......... $329.99
MTH30208061 UP Spirit SD70ACe 1943 $329.99

Nicholas Smith EXCLUSIVES

**SALE ITEMS**

O Locomotives
Lionel Locos below are sold without warranty
LI0681193 W&LE Heavy Mikado ............ $875.00
LI0682275 B&O/Chessie SD40.... ....$450.00
LI0682278 Grand Trunk SD40 $450.00
LI0682284 Conrail Savings Bond SD40 $450.00
LI0682536 NYC J3a Hudson PT Tender $990.00
LI068279X 6/7 Conrail SD38................... $475.00
LI0682802 PC SD38............... .
LI0682829 B&O E7 AA ..
LIO684067 Milwaukee Rd Fantasy s3. $1250 00

LIO68426X 0/1 CSX SDA40........................ $500.00
LIO68426X 8/9 WM SD40................. ....$500.00
L1068428X 6/7 Gulford D&H U33C .........$450.00
LIO685018 ACL SW 7..........ccceueimimrunrannns $400.00

LIO685176 Chesapeake & Ohio 2-6-6-2$1150.00
LI0685177 W&LE 2-6-6-2....................... $1150.00
LI0685181 Maine Central 2-6-6-2. ..$1150.00
LI0685182 NYC 2-6-6-2................. ..$1150.00
LI0685219 Conrail Powered B................ $350.00
O Freight Cars & Accessories
LI0625731 CB&Q 18” Aluminum 2 Pack$199.99
LI0627496 Polar RR Covered Hopper......$43.99
L10639362 Thomas Kinkd Emerald Box..$31.99
LI0682664 B&LE Gondola & Flatcar ......$109.99

LI01933490 Alco FA Demo AA .. .$809.98 ATL3003216S NJ Transit ATL3003217S NJ Transit
LI01933500 C&NW FAAA......... .$809.98 17600 Tank  $79.99 17600 Tank  $79.99
LIO1933550 SP&S FAAA ........oooveren.. 809.98

LI01933562 Long Island FA Cab Car ......$389.98

LI01933572 Milwaukee Road Bipolar....$1169.98

LIO1933600 NYC Bipolar...................... $1169.98 > inioen”
LI02031190 SF 4-8-4 #3765.................. $1439.98 = W
LI02031220 D&RGW 4-8-4 #1802 ........ $1439.98

LI02031281 Reading T1 #2100.............. $1529.98 | LIO1933750 Santa Fe MTH20207741 ConDot
LI02031300 RBM&N Legacy T1............$1529.98 FAAA $849.99 P40 #836 $444.99
L102031320 Freedom Train T1..... $1529.98

L102031352 PRR B6Sb
L102031370 Bethlehem Steel B6Sb ........ $629 98
L102031540 American Freedom GS-4...$1799.98
L102031640 Chessie GS-4 .$1799.98
L10203304X 1/2 GTW SD38....... ...$539.98
L102033090 Ford S-2 Switcher......... ...$449.98
L102033100 Mooristown & Eire S-2.........$499.98
L10203321X 1/2 NS SD70M-2 ...$539.98

g I’ 1100 I‘

LI01933740 Reading MTH20207751 Amtrak

FAAA $849.99

44 Ton #1100
$399.99

L102033240 Alaska F7 AA ................ ....$809.98
L102033248 Alaska F7B Powered ...........$404.98
L102033249 Alaska F7B Superbase.........$395.98
L102033289 NS F7B Superbase.............. $395.98

L102033319 UP SD70ACe #4141 Dummy$269.98
LI02033370 PRREBAA..........ceeervven.. $899.98
L102033420 PRR Trainmaster .... ....$494 .98
L10203347X 1/2 CNJ SD40 . 494.98
L102033490 CSX SD40 5494.98
L10203351X 1/2 GM&O SD40 ...$494 .98
L102033600 UP SD70ACe #1111 .. ...$539.98
L102033619 CSX #911 Dummy........ ...$314.98
LI02033629 CSX #1776 Dummy............. 314.98

COACH CAR COACH CAR

e
e w
CAFE CAR BUSINESS CLASS CAR

Amtrak Amfleet Capstone Passenger Cars
MTH2064021 4 Pk $409.99 MTH2064022 - 2 Pk

LI01933748 Reading FB Powered B $419.98
LI01933749 Reading FB Superbase B... $399.98
LIO1933758 Santa Fe FB Powered B..... $419.98
LI01933759 Santa Fe FB Superbase B.. $399.98

MTH Rolling Stock
MTH2064088 SF Gold Bonnet 4 Car set.. $399.98
MTH2064094 UP RPO Car........cccoovveunen.. $89.99
MTH2068265 NS 70' RPO........coeveeeenn. $86.99
MTH2092151 US Army Flat w. Tank 4Pk.. $299.99

MTH2092186 US Army Flat w. 105MM..... $324.99
MTH2092231 NS Hopper 4 PK Plated ..... $279.99
MTH2092274 US Army Flat w. Humvee .. $349.99

MTH2093661 US Army Waffle Side Box..... $49.99
MTH2093699 NS 50’ DD Boxcar .... .. $65.99
MTH2093740 Alaska 50’ DD Boxcar.. .. $60.99
MTH2093771 C&O 50’ PS1 Boxcar............
MTH2094284 Thermice Reefer
MTH2094285 Monon Reefer
MTH2094291 SF R50B Reefer.......
MTH2094430 Tropicana 60’ Reefer ............
MTH2094437 Lion Milk 36’ Wood Reefer .. $57 99
MTH2094442 Eatmore Cranberries Reefer $60.99
MTH2095217 Amtrak Flatcar w. Trailer....... $64.99
MTH2095244 Alaska 60’ Flat w. Containers $74.99

MTH2098986 CP Rail Flat w. Container ..... $56.99
MTH3068122 UP Flag Baggage Car.......... $59.99
MTH3068127 UP Bush 41 Baggage Car... $69 99

MTH2068171 SP Full Dome Car ..
MTH3073493 BNSF Tank Car
MTH3073517 NS Veterans Moderns Tank . $50 99

MTH3073531 Sunoco Tank Car.................. $47.99
MTH3073550 Exxon Tank Car (Plated)...... $50.99
MTH3073554 Bio Fuel Tank Car................. $50.99
MTH3075598 W&LE Map Hopper Car ....... $47.99
MTH3075613 IPL 4 Bay Hopper................. $47.99
MTH3075631 RF&P Map Hopper Car........ $50.99
MTH3076546 PRR Flat w. Trailer ............... $54.99
MTH3076615 UP Flat w. Lumber Load....... $49.99

MTH3076646 Long Island Flat w. Lumber.. $47.99

MTH3076665 PRR Flat w. Trailer ............... $49.99
MTH3076668 B&O Flat w. 2 Pickups.......... $49.99
MTH3076675 NS Flat w. 2 Transits ............ $49.99
MTH3076676 BNSF Flat w. 2 Transits........ $49.99
MTH3076724 PRR Flat w. 2 Firebirds ........ $49.99
MTH3076749 CSX Center Beam Flat......... $50.99
MTH3076794 Indiana RR Husky Stack ...... $56.99
MTH3076797 US Army Husky Stack.......... $56.99

MTH3076808 USAF “Little Rocketman” Flat$47.99
MTH3076809 USAF “Putin” Flat................. $47.99




News & products

WITH THE CTT STAFF

A DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY. The Milwaukee
Lionel Railroad Club is offering this Milwaukee Road/
Delafield (Wis.) Brewhaus double-sheathed refrigerator
car to celebrate its 75th anniversary. The O gauge

/ model, based on the Lionel milk car, features Milwaukee
T SRRIGERINE | Road and Delafield Brewhaus graphics, die-cast metal
trucks, operating couplers, a removable roof, and tanks
inside the car. Only 200 models will be produced, with
an estimated delivery of December 2021. The reefer is
priced at $85 plus shipping ($12 for one car, $6 for each
additional car, no shipping if car is picked up at the
club). Wisconsin residents add $5 tax. Check or cash to
Milwaukee Lionel Railroad Club, Club Car no. 27, 2721
S. Calhoun Rd., New Berlin, WI 53151. Online orders
may be placed at milw-Irrc.org

A PINT-SIZED TANK. Atlas O has announced this Premier line 8,000-gallon tank car lettered
for Schlitz (red, white, and gold), Beer (black and white), Jax (red and yellow), Lone Star (red,
&% ' white, and gold), Olympia (white-and-gold “Little Oly" scheme), Pabst Blue Ribbon (white, red,

2022 EDITION

Greenberg’s

and blue), Primo (yellow, blue, and red), and Stroh’s (blue, red, and gold) in two road numbers per
scheme. The O gauge model ($89.95) has die-cast metal trucks and couplers, metal handrails,
and Kadee-compatible coupler mounting pads. The ready-to-run car can operate on 0-27 curves

TR AINS POCKET PRICE GUIDE . andisavailable through Atlas O retailers and the manufacturer's website, shop.atlasrr.com
1901-2022

HOW MUCH IS IT WORTH? The brand- | =7 777777777777 oo
new edition of Greenberg’s Lionel Trains :
Pocket Price Guide, 1901-2022isnow avail- . COMPACT LAYOUT IDEAS. Toy Train :
able from the Kalmbach Hobby Store. ltemno. ' Layouts for Small Spaces is the latest special- TD‘I" TRAIN LAYOUTS 35
10-8722 covers prewar to contemporary pro-  : interest publication from the editors of Classic
duction, postwar boxes and sets, Lionel 1 Toy Trains magazine. The 100-page magazine,
Corporation Tinplate, and various club cars + offered in print and digital formats, includes
and special production. The 400-plus-page ' brand-new articles on building a 4 x 8-foot O
softcover book sells for $22.99. The price ! gauge layout in the corner of a living room, con-
guide is available from Kalmbach Media retail- : structing a portable 6 x 10-foot S gauge layout in
ers and online at KalmbachHobbyStore.com | atwo-car garage, assembling tabletop bench-

© work, wiring layouts, and making an insulated

track section. The digital edition, powered by

i Zinio, is compatible with PC, Macintosh, Andriod
WANT TO SUBMIT APRODUCT? Send  © yjq Google Play app, iOS via AppStore, and Win8
complete ordering information and a large, hi-resphoto + 4evices. Print and digital issues are $13.99 each;
file to hmiller@kalmbach.com or on a CD by mail to a print/digital combo sells for $19.99. Orders can
Hal Miller, Classic Toy Trains magazine, P.O. Box 1612, be placed on the Kalmbach Hobby Store website,
Waukesha, Wi 53187-1612. KalmbachHobbyStore.com

TOY TRAIN LAYOUTS [Fiee
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LIGHT-DUTY SWITCHER. A General Electric 44-ton diesel locomo-
tive is coming later this year from Atlas O. The Premier line model will be
decorated for Chicago, Burlington & Quincy (black and gray); Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe (zebra-stripe scheme); Erie Lackawanna (black and
yellow); Maine Central (green and yellow); Napa Valley Wine Train (green,
white, and black); and U.S. Steel (red, green, and yellow) in one road num-
ber per scheme. The O gauge center-cab switcher ($499.95) will have a !
die-cast metal body, chassis, truck sideframes, and fuel tank; Kadee- i
compatible coupler mounting pads; and ProtoSound 3.0 with the Digital !
Command System featuring Freight Yard Proto-Effects. Look for the
44-ton diesel at Atlas O dealers or online at shop.atlasrr.com

NEW TO THE FAMLILY. The Electro-Motive Division of General !
Motors SD40-2 is among the first products offered in the Atlas O Premier
line. The O gauge six-axle road locomotive is decorated for Wisconsin & |
Southern (40th Anniversary scheme, one road number), Burlington
Northern (Cascade Green and black), Chicago & North Western (Falcon
Service scheme), CSX (gray, blue, and yellow), Milwaukee Road (orange
and black with billboard lettering), and Pan Am Rys. (dark blue and white)
in two numbers per scheme unless noted. The SD40-2 has an ABS body
with metal chassis; die-cast metal truck sideframes, pilots, and fuel tank;
and ProtoSound 3.0 with Freight Yard Proto-Effects. The model is priced
at $569.95. Look for the SD40-2 at your favorite Atlas O retailer or get it
direct from the manufacturer at shop.atlasrr.com

ARTIFICIAL SNOW

ol
Qi
- -'l:l"‘

WINTER IN A BAG. Signifer offers this two-piece artificial snow
kit. The package includes 25 grams of artificial snow material and
30 grams of binder. The snow is UV resistant and compatible with all
scales. The kit sells for $8.90. The price may vary based on the
exchange rate. To order, visit signifier.chez-alice.fr

VICTORIA TERMINAL
HAILWAY & FERRY C0U

KEEPING IT COOL. The Canadian Toy Train Association has
announced MTH Trains is manufacturing a custom-run O gauge
Premier line Victoria Terminal Railway & Ferry Co. 36-foot woodsided
refrigerator car for the organization. This limited-production model
comes in two numbers in its three-rail version. Delivery is expected in
late 2021. Cost is $65 plus $12 shipping per car. For orders or any
questions, please contact mlhorne@shaw.ca

FILL’ER UP. Wilson's Gas & Go service station is the latest injec-
tion-molded plastic kit from Atlas O. The O gauge structure includes
modern and vintage gas pumps, positionable garage doors, and
waterslide decals. The kit, part of the Atlas Hillside Structure line,
measures 119" x 8%%" x 4%" and is priced at $72.50. Look for the
gas station at retailers that carry Atlas O products or get it online at
the manufacturer's website, shop.atlasrr.com
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News & products

A DOWNTOWN DESTINATION.
Margie's Macchiatos Coffee Shop has been
added to the Atlas O Hillside Structures line.
The O gauge injection-molded plastic kit has
snap-together main parts, a second-floor bay
window, and waterslide decals with various
nameplates. The building is priced at $72.50
and measures 9%" x 5%" x 8". Get the struc-
ture kit at your local hobby shop or online at
shop.atlasrr.com

A MODERN BIG BOX. Atlas O has
added a Gunderson 50-foot high-cube box-
car to its Premier line. The O gauge boxcar
is decorated for International Bridge &
Terminal (green with Boise Cascade logo),
Arkansas-Oklahoma (Mineral Red),
Canadian Pacific (Mineral Red with NKCR
reporting marks), GATX (blue with large let-
tering and heritage logo in one road num-
ber and blue with small lettering; both with
LRS reporting marks), Southern Ry. of
British Columbia (red with “Catalyst" letter-
ing), and TTX (pink with “On Track for a
Cure” slogan in one number and yellow with
modern and Railbox logos and “Railcar
Pooling Experts” slogan). The boxcar is
offered in two numbers per scheme unless
noted; it's also available undecorated.
Features on the high-cube car ($79.95)
include an ABS body, die-cast metal trucks
and couplers, and positionable doors. Look
for the Gunderson 50-foot high-cube box-
car in hobby shops and at shop.atlasrr.com

TOY TRAINS OF THE NORTH. Frank L.
Schmidt and Charles Reif, members of the
Canadian Toy Train Association, have pub-
lished The Marketplace 1912-1939 a book
on the history of tinplate toy trains made for
Canada focusing on those years . Featuring
products from American Flyer, Hafner, Ives,
Bing, Bub, Hornby, and others, the 153-page
book is amply illustrated with color photos.
Available from Blurb Bookstore, blurb.com.
Hard cover is $54.41, soft cover is $38.82.

Trains Inc.

217 Central Way
Kirkland, WA 98033
(425) 828-4098
‘Toll Free (877) 857-7246

&

B CaATDATER
-

www.eastsidetrains.com

Come Visit us
On-line

EST. 1983

LIONEL

11181 C.N. GP-9 Piggy Back Set w/Legacy 599.99
11379 Pennsy 0-4-0 Switcher Loco 429.99
11385 U.P. 0-4-0 Yard Switcher 429.95
11427 S.P. 0-4-0 Switcher 439.95
11428 Milw 0-4-0 (Conv) Multi Roads Avail 439.95
28312 B.N. SD60 #8301 w/Legacy 469.95
28363 B.N. SD60 #8302 w/Legacy 469.95
28384 C.N. Genset Switcher w/Legacy 769.95
30145 C.P. RS-3 Super Frt Set w/TNT 469.99
30217 S.P. Black Widow Frt Set w/xfmr 349.99
37821 Smoke Fluid Loader 219.95
38310 #2185W NYC F3 AA Freight Set 449.00
38324 #2507W N/H F-3 Freight w/5 Cars 429.00
38328 #1623W N.P. Frt Set w/Leg. Closeout 399.95
38329 #2261W Freight Set (646 w/5 Cars) 459.00
38353 X-628 Promo Navy Set 549.00
38419 U.P. U30C #2918 w/Legacy 499.00
38421 N.P U33C #3305 w/Legacy 499.00
38422 N.P. U33C #3307 w/Legacy 499.00
38785 C.N. #4005 GP-35 479.95
38855 G.N. GP-35 #2519 479.95
39568 BCR Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95
39572 BNSF Dash-9 w/Legacy 499.95
81135 B.N. SD70MAC #9431 w/Legacy 549.00
81137 BNSF SD70MAC #9858 w/Legacy 549.00
82035 Crane Sounds Work house 129.95
82055 Beth Steele CC Trackside Crane 449.99
82097 Bucyrus-Erie Legacy Crane 299.95
82127 U.P. S-2 Diesel w/Legacy 599.99
82142 U.P. GP-30 w/Legacy 579.99
82171 BNSF LC+ GP-20 339.99
82528 Empire State Express Set 1,849.95
82697 Rio Grande 4-6-6-4 LM Challenger 969.00
82726 Lionel Lines Alco FA Passenger Set 399.99
82761 U.P. SD-90MAC w/Legacy 629.99
82784 B.N. GP-9 #1706 w/Legacy 499.95
82785 B.N. GP-9 #1804 w/Legacy 499.95
82809 U.P. FEF #838 Black 1,599.99
82963 Rio Grande LC+ Mikado 389.00
82964 Milw LC+ Hudson 389.00
83193 S.P. Lines #4449 GS-4 w/Legacy 1,649.95
83197 AM Freedom Train #4449 GS-4 1,649.95
83371 G.N. SD-45 #400 Hustle Muscle 599.95
83380 U.P. SD-45 #1 599.95
84064 Milw #261 4-8-4 w/BT & Legacy BTO 1,659.99
84067 Milw Hiawatha #260 4-8-4 BTO 1,659.99
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84072 Everett Mogul #11 619.99
84104 MRL SD-70ACe 569.00
84240 Westside Lumber 3-Truck Shay #3 1,479.99
84248 S.P. AC-9 #3800 1,899.99
84251 S.F. LC+ Berkshire w/BT 449.99
84252 NPR LC+ Berkshire w/BT 449.99
84258 U.P. SD40 #4057 w/Legacy 629.99
84641 S.F. E-6 AA w/Legacy 899.99
84843 GE Demo AC6000 #6000 w/Legacy 589.99
85034 MRL SD-45 w/Legacy (2 #s) 549.99
85057 U.P. SD70ACe #8650 w/Legacy 549.99
85058 U.P. SD70ACe #8665 w/Legacy 549.99
85180 G.N. 2-6-6-2 w.Legacy 1,549.99
85315 U.P. SD70ACe #1943 w/Legacy 549.99
316020 BNSF 50' Modern Box Car 6pk 175.00
316050 ATSF 3-Bay Hopper 6pk 175.00
316100 Alaska 3-Bay Hopper 6pk 175.00
316150 D&RG 3-Bay Hopper 6pk 175.00
1922060 BNSF ES44AC Oil Train Set 949.99
1931290 U.P. 4-6-6-4 49er Scheme w/Legacy 1,899.99
1933011 B.N. RS-11 #4186 w/Legacy 479.99
1933081 B.N. SD40-2 BTO 2#s Avail 529.99
1933112  Milw SD40-2 BTO 2#s Avail 529.99
1933231 BNSF C44-9W BTO 2#'s Avail 529.99
1933232 BNSF #4173 C44-9W 549.99
1933281 BNSF ES44AC #6411 w/Legacy 579.99
1933322 U.P. ES44AC #8109 w/Legacy 579.99
1933371 BNSF GP-35 BTO 2#'s Avail 479.99
1933550 SP&S FA AA BTO 2 Diff B-Units Avail 849.99
2022050 George H.W. Bush Funeral Train Set 1,199.99
2031080 Army Transport 4-6-6T w/Legacy 1,079.99
2031120 DM&IR EM-1 #220 2-8-8-4 w/Legacy 1,699.99
2031140 U.P. EM-1 #1213 2-8-8-4 w/Legacy 1,699.99
2031160 S.F. 4-8-4 #3751 w/Legacy 1,599.99
2031220 Rio Grande 4-8-4 #1802 w/Legacy 1,599.99
2031330 Pennsy B6 #525 w/Legacy 699.99
2031440 S.P. Vision GS-2 #4410 1,979.00
2033130 N.P. S-4 #717 w/Legacy 499.99
2033140 N.P. Terminal S-2 #40 w/Legacy 499.99
2033150 Portland Terminal S-2 #1001 499.99
2033321 U.P. SD70AH #96 599.99
2033322 U.P. SD70AH #9069 599.99
2033560 U.P. ES44AC #8003 w/Legacy 549.99
2131200 N.P. 2-8-8-2 #4501 w/Legacy 1,849.99
818818 S.P. Crane & Sound Tender 699.95
84088S  NYC E-8 AA w/4 21" Pass Car 1,599.99

MTH TRAINS
25581 U.P. Dash-9 Diesel w/PS 2.0 369.00
26431 U.P. Dash 8 Narrow Nose w/PS 2 379.00
29021 G.N. GP-35 Diesel w/PS 2.0 429.00
29351 G.N. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 2.0 399.00
34851 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 w/Ps 3.0 #4444 1,049.95
35011 G.N. 4-8-4 Loco w/PS 3 1,099.95
35081 G.N. 4-8-4 Loco w/PS 3 1,099.95
35341 U.P. FEF 4-8-4 Northern w/PS 3 1,199.95
37471 US Army USRA 4-6-2 Pacific w/PS 3 1,079.95
37491 S.P. 4-8-4 GS-4 Loco PS 3 1,199.95
37581 S.P. 4-8-4 Daylight w/LED Xmas Lts 1,399.95
200811 BNSF SD-60M w/PS 2 399.95
202481 S.P. GP-9 Diesel 399.95
203391 G.N. DC-3 Rail Inspection Car w/PS 3 459.95
204211 BNSF Dash 8 Diesel Frt. Set w/PS 3 729.95
204651 Pennsy GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00
204681 S.F. GE 44-Ton Diesel 429.00
206531 N.P. SD-45 Diesel w/PS 3 459.95
206541 N.P. SD-45 LH Diesel w/PS 3.0 459.00
207311 S.F. Dash 8 Diesel w/PS 3.0 449.95
207981 MetroLink F40PH Diesel 499.95
208921 G.N. Alco S-2 Switcher 459.95
209261 U.P. GE U30C Diesel w/PS 3 499.95
209631 U.P. SD70ACe Diesel PS 3 499.95
210551 U.P. #80 Coal Turbine 1,299.95
211021 MRL GP-9 w/PS 3 479.95
211541 Gold S.F. PA Diesel 499.95
211551 George Bush SD70ACe #4141PS 3 519.95
211561 U.P. SD70ACe #9096 w/PS 3 519.95
212681 BNSF SD70ACe w/PS 3.0 499.99
212891 BNSF GP-30 w/PS 3 499.99
213311 B.N. RS-11 w/PS 3 499.99
213321 B.N. RS-11 Diesel w/PS 3 519.95
213371 N.P. RS-11 w/PS 3 499.99
213461 BNSF SD70ACe w/PS 3.0 499.99
214091 Milw GP-7 w/PS 3 499.95
214131 N.P. GP-7 w/PS 3 499.95
214381 S.P. SD-35 Diesel w/PS 3 519.95
214961 C.N. Turbo Train Passenger Set 799.95
215071 BNSF ES44AC w/PS 3 539.95
202001RK  BNSF SD-40 Diesel w/PS 3 299.95
205201RK  U.P. SD70ACe #1943 w/3.0 429.95
205601RK  BNSF Dash 8 w/PS 3 339.95
206141RKS Sounder F59PH w/4 Pass Cars 699.95
206621RK  C&O C-630 Diesel w/PS 3 369.95
2103318 S.F. F-7 ABA Set 949.95



TIPS FROM AN EXPERT. How deep
can benchwork be? How much aisle space
is necessary? How do you best use yards
and staging tracks? Professional layout
builder and Model Railroader author
Lance Mindheim answers these common
questions and more in How to Design a
Model Railroad from Kalmbach Media.
The 144-page book is a hands-on guide
to drawing and designing a layout that
will fit the available space and result in

a realistic layout. The book, priced at
$24.99, is available at hobby retailers
and the Kalmbach Hobby Store website,
KalmbachHobbyStore.com

GETTING IN THE GROOVE. Need an
excuse to sit down at the workbench? Then
pick up Steve's Music Store, the latest injec-
tion-molded plastic kit in the Atlas Hillside
Structure line. The O gauge model has snap-
together main parts, an inset front door, and
waterslide decals with various nameplates.
The structure kit is priced at $72.50 and
measures 9%" x 5%" x 8" and is available
through the Atlas O retail network and its
website, shop.atlasrr.com

Looking to build a new layout?

Look no further, GarGraves has what you need for your model railroad empire!

and special tracks for 80 years.
local dealer and ask for GarGraves Track Products. North Rose. NY 14516
Allentown Fairgrounds Agricultural Hall

IR
0 ——
www.GarGraves.com 815-483-6577 o
November 13 & 14, 2021 = Saturday 9-4 - Sunday 9-3
1925 West Chew Street, Allentown, PA 18104

GarGraves Trackage Corp.
\ email gargraves@gargraves.com )
Train Races - Test Track - Switching and Operating Layouts
Visit our website for more info or contact us at (610) 442-2859

We have been manufacturing track, switches, operating
Visit our website, give us a call or stop in to your 8967 Ridge Road
2\ FIRST FROST
Adults $10.00 - Children under 12 FREE! w/adult
www.allentowntrainmeet.com

The Serious Buyer

Travels anywhere to buy train collections!

Long time advertiser buying electric trains!
Specializing in larger train collections and estates.

| will travel anywhere for larger train collections.
In business for over 25 years.
| offer professionalism, confidentially, and fairness.

Easy to deal with, very honest!
Please contact me personally by phone, fax, letter, or e-mail.

321.799.4005

387 Imperial Blvd., Suite 2, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 Fax 321.799.4044

Email: trainman@ftraincity.com Web site: www.traincity.com
Charles Siegel is president and buyer for Train City, Inc.

Charles P. Siegel

For more, follow Classic Toy Trains on Facebook!

Go to facebook.com/ClassicToyTrains today!
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News & products

Authorized
Lionel, MTH and
Bachmann dealer
INMEMORIAM

tl!"i':';ﬂ‘}';r Robert Weaver, who established
FREE shipping Q.uall_ty Craft/Wegver Model Trains with

anywhere in his wife, Shirley, in 1965 and over the
continental next half-century manufactured plastic

USA and brass O gauge two- and three-rail

locomotives and rolling stock, died on
August 7, 2021, at the age of 93.

The Weavers launched their business in
Northumberland, Pa., and eventually
came to specialize in state-of-the-art

g - replicas, particularly Pennsylvania RR
Lid
Texas Trains & Diecast DisPLAy SHewes For steam, diesel, and electric prototypes,
Your TRAIN Room! along with familiar and uncommon
(972) 824-7123 = ESaaas| Satin Finish, freight cars seen on railroads across the
N iy rsiolie el B e | Loroenod Anodued U.S. The manufacturing side of the
S o R e Noodod business ended operation in 2015, with
30 Yoo uE Brrerienpe | Raised Rails Hold Atlas O and Lionel later purchasing
. i Your Trains in Place some of the Weaver tooling.
Finances Available 6 Ft. lengths,
Ready to Travel &pandable with
Confidential at all Times | é"'“e.' r?s Supplied
rofessi al Tre: tment pecial Cutting
Professional Treatmer s Available
www.txtrains.com
texastrains@yahoo_com Combination "HO/S" Gauge ... .... $16.00
"O"GAUYR . e $20.00

Combination "O/STD/LGB" Gauge . . .$30.00

Plus UPS Shipping
Jon Ulbright presents the 6th RAIL STOPS - This

Mt. Hope extremely versatile

- product is designed

Traln & Toy Show to fit our shelves or

similar shelving from

A CLASSIC. Pullman-Standard's 40-foot
PS-1 boxcar is part of the new Atlas O

Saturday, November 6th, 2021 HO/S gauge or O Premier line. Road names include New York
10:00 AM-4:00 PM e PAEE Central, Grand Trunk Western, Louisville &
Admission: Adults $5.00 ¢ Children 12 and under FREE can be used any Nashville, ROCk |S|and, Seaboard Alr Line'
Sponsored by CJ Trains, LLC ¢ www.cjtrains.com placa along your and Union Pacific. Models feature two road
. FEIETURING: NASCAR rforevet?t_vour Tlrogns numbers per scheme, factory-applied
All Gauges & Parts:  Die-Cast Models ~ : tems rom being rolle: . . .
: : i ils, and die- rucks with metal
Running Layouts :  Books &Videos : Free Parking along the rails. RAIL = details, and die-cast trucks with meta

STORPS fit all track and can b used in place of

bumpers on train layouts.

Farm & Vintage 600+ Dealer Catered by Mrs. wheels. MSRP is $79'95: ShOP'atIas"'com

Toys Tables Yoder’s Kitchen

: : RAIL STOPS are $12.00 per dozen, including

shipping.

Mt. Hope Event Center, 8076 lope, OH 44660 ; RAIL €ND CAPS -
(If using GPS: 8076 St. illersburg 44654) ; = v The newest

: f addition to Glenn
1 Snyder Display
| Systems product
line. Designed to
trim the ends of
our shelves or
similar shelving. =
RAIL END CAPS will :
give a finished

look to the end of " e
, , your shelves and A CUT ABOVE. The Xuron Model 441
will prevent your trains from being knocked off . i
the ends. thread and cord scissors features soft grip
Please specify when ordering: combination inht. i
"HO/S" gauge, "O" gauge or combination handles, a ngh_t Tguch return spring, and
"O/STD/LGB" gauge. one serrated gripping edge for holding

RAIL END CAPS are $3.50 each, any size.
Plus shipping and handling.

threads, cords, and yarns. The tool, priced at
$20.25, is ideal for cutting elastic cord,

GLENN SNYDER DISPLAY SYSTEMS thread, nylon beading thread, yarn, and
5940 Woodlee Court * Orchard Park, N¥Y 14127
Toll free 1-877-852-4676

(618) 967-6760
jimkirk@frontier.com

many other materials. The Model 441 scis-

e-mail: glenn@gsds.com ¢ www.gsds.com sors is available at Xuron retailers and online
ALL PRODUCTS MADE IN USA at xuron.com
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LIONEL VISIONLINE

Charles Ro Supply Company

662 CROSS STREET = MALDEN = MA 02148

Customer Service Line: 781-321-0090 * Fax: 781-321-6459
For Orders: 1-800-225-4424 (4425) Toll Free Fax: 1-800-287-0090
www.charlesro.com

Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice And Are Valid For Mail Order Only

0 SCALE LEGACY SETS

ROLLING STOCK (Continued)

L2126442 Rio Grande #50871 Beer Car $71.95
VISIONLINE 2-10-10-2 LOCOMOTIVES L2126452_Golden West #149008 (2 sided) Beer Car ___ 79.95
12131470 Santa Fe #3001 2-10-10-2 Locomotive (BT0) $2249.99 2122010 Aliquippa Turn P&LE Freight Set §764.99 12126472 Union Pacific #465321 Beer Car 71.95
12131480 Santa Fe #3009 2-10-10-2 Locomotive (BT0) 2249.99 2122030 Southern Freight Set 764.99  L2126680 Polar Express 40' Flatcar w/Bell 71.95
VISIONLINE SCALE FREIGHTSOUNDS BOXCARS L2122020 NYg Xplorer get 809.99 12128080 Lionel Lines Flatcar with Handcar 89.95
i i i iSi L2127010 NYC Xplorer Coach 2-Pack 264.99 12128100 Chasing Gondola - Ryker, Picard and Q 60.95
L5125500 Wissour Paofie FreghtSotnas Vison Boxear 14403 2122090 Amirak Acel High Spee Tran Se 2249.99 2126110 This Buds for You Reeter 57.95
L2126400 Pennsylvania FreightSounds Vision Boxcar 14495 2127390 Amtrak Acela High Speed Train Exp. Pack 719.99 12128120 Those Who Know Bud Reefer 57.95
L2126410 Southern Pacific FreightSounds Vision Boxcar  144.95 12122070 Asa Packer Train Set 1979.99 12128130 Vintage Miller High Life Reefer 57.95
2126420 Western Pacific FreightSounds Vision Boxcar 144,95  =2122050 Camden & Amboy John Bull Set 944.99  L2128140 Molson Coors Reefer 57.95
L2122190 Polar Express High Speed Train Set 2249.99 2128150 Ford Vintage Boxcar 53.95
I.“]“EI. B““I Tn nnnin lnch“Tl“Es L2127140 Polar Express High Speed Train Exp. Pack 719.99 2128160 Chevy Vintage Boxcar 53.95
12128170 Halloween Car with Spooky Sounds/Music 61.95
L2131020 Pennsy S1 6-4-4-6 As Built (BT0) $1439.99 L1932080 Disney Berkshire (LC 2.0) $472.99 12128180 Christmas Music Car 2021 57.95
L2131030 Pennsy S1 6-4-4-6 Calendar Design (BTO) 1439.99 L1932090 Polar Express Berkshire (LC 2.0) 524.99 L2128190 2021 Christmas Boxcar 46.95
L2131180 N&W 2-8-8-2 #2050 (BT0) 1709.99 L1932100 North Pole Central Berkshire (LC 2.0) 449.99 2128200 PRR Girder Bridge Flatcar 60.95
L2131280 Nickel Plate Pacific #168 USRA Pacific (BT0) 1349.99 L1932110 Halloween ELX Berkshire (LC 2.0) 449.99 L2128270 John Deere Reefer 57.95
L2131390 Central Jersey "Blue Comet" 4-6-0 Camelback (BT0) 584.99 L1932130 Pennsylvania 2-4-2 Steam LionChief® 179.99 L2138040 Amtrak 50th Anniversary Boxcar 60.95
L2131420 Long Island #18 4-6-0 Camelback (BT0) 584.99 L1932140 Santa Fe 2-4-2 Steam LionChief® 179.99 L2138050 Erie 170th Anniversary Boxcar 60.95
L2131440 Reading #652 4-6-0 Camelback (BT0) 584.99 L2032200 Santa Fe LionChief® 0-8-0 #729 197.99 L2138060 President Lyndon B Johnson Boxcar Made in USA 57.95
L2131450 Strasburg #771 4-6-0 Camelback (BT0) 584.99 L2032230 Southern LionChief® 0-8-0 #1849 197.99  L2138070 President Chester A Arthur Boxcar Madein USA  57.95
L2131460 Hallows Eve Ltd #1313 4-6-0 Camelback (BT0) 584.99 ~ L2132050 Christmas LionChief® General 224.99 L2138110 Wings of Angels - Kacie 64.95
L2131510 NYC System Mowhawk #2700 (BT0) 1439.99 L2132070 Pennsylania LionChief® General 224.99 L2138120 Wings of Angels - Victoria 64.95
12131530 NYC Mowhawk #2728 (BT0) 1439.99 L2132080 W&A LionChief® General 224.99 L2138130 WWII Africa Campaign Boxcar Made in USA 60.95
12131560 NYC Mowhawk #2750 (Pacemaker BTO) 1439.99 L2132090 Pennsy Baby K4 #1361 (LC2.0) 494.99 L2138140 WWII Fletcher Class Destroyer Boxcar Made in USA 60.95
O SCALE LEGACY DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES (BTO) L2132010 SP AC-12 Cab Forward #4294 (LC+ 2.0) 1169.99 L2138190 Wings of Angels - Jessie 64.95
12033310 UP SD70ACe #4141(George H.W. Bush) (BT0) $539.99 ~ L2132040 SP Daylight AC-12 Cab Forward #4290 (LC+2.0) 1169.99  L2143011 Santa Fe Fl_atcars w/Stakes #90410 37.95
12033319 UP SD70ACe #4141 Non-powered (BT0) 269.99 LIONCHIEF® DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES L2143041 Pennsylvan!a Flatcars w/Stakes #497918 37.95
12033370 Pennsy E8 AA Set #5711/#5809 (BT0) 899.99 L1934060 Central of New Jersey LionChief® RS-3 #1219 $179.99 L2143151 Pennsylvanlg Gonqma w/Ballast Load #490075 39.95
12133090 Bethlehem Steel Genset Switcher #420 (BT0) 539.99  L1934080 Union Pacific LionChief® RS-3 #1552 179.99 L29985 Boston & Maine Mll_k Car 71.95
12133100 BNSF Genset Switcher #1228 (BT0) 530.09 L1934012 BNSF ET44AC #3776 (LC2.0) 35099 L82639  Miwaukee Road Mik Car #370 71.95
12133110 CSX Genset Switcher #1300 (BT0) 539.99 L2034092 UP LionMaster SDIOMAC #8026 (LC 2.0) 404.99 L83576 Baltimore & Ohio Milk Car #847 71.95
12133120 NS Genset Switcher #301 (BT0) 539.99 L2034210 North Pole Central #1224 LionChief® GP38  197.99 L84000 DElTX Rot{:u:y Gondola 4-Pack 199.95
12133130 Pennsy Genset Switcher #9910 (BT0) 539.99 L2034220 Toy Story Lightning McQueen LionChief® GP38 197.99 L84010 Union Pacific Rotary Gondola 4-Pack 199.95
L2133140 UP Genset Switcher #2706 (BT0) 539.99  L2134010 Atlantic Coast Line GP7 #105 (LC 2.0) 337.99 L85401 UP LED Flag. 'Boxcar (Yellow/Gray) #1862 86.95
12133202 Texas & Pacific GP7 #1118 (BT0) 449.99 L2134030 Baltimore & Ohio GP7 #6698 (LC 2.0) 337.99 L85408 UP/1943 Spirit of UP LED Flag Boxcar 86.95
12133230 EJ&E Sharknose AA Set (BT0) 854.99  L2134040 Rock Island GP7 #1274 (LC 2.0) 337.99
12133238 EJ&E Powered Sharknose B (T0) 386.99 L2134050 Santa Fe LionChief® U36B #8733 197.99 @ AMERI(AN fI-YER
L2133239 EJ&E Superbass Sharknose B (BT0) 359.99 L2134080 CSX LionChief® U36B #5871 197.99
12133270 Pennsy Sharknose AA Set (BT0) 854.99 L2134100 Pennsylvania RS-3 #4044 (LC+2.0) 337.99 FLYERCHIEF BERKSHIRE STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
12133278 Pennsy Powered Sharknose B (BT0) 386,99 L2134110 Santa Fe RS-3 #2098 (LC+2.0 337.99 AF44020 Nickel Plate #756 Berkshire SALE $289.99
L2133279 Pennsy Superbass Sharknose B (BT0) 359.99 ___MOTORIZED UNITS AF44021 Nickel Plate #759 Berkshire SALE 269.99
2133300 KCS SD70 Ace "Heroes" (BT0) 539.99 2035020 Fort Collins Trolley $84.95  AF44022 Pere Marquette #1225 Berkshire SALE 269.99
2133311 ACL SD70 Ace #1840 (BT0) 539.99 2035050 Lionelville Trolley 84.95  AF44023 Pere Marquette #1223 Berkshire SALE 289.99
12133321 Santa Fe SD70 Ace #1859 (BT0) 539.99 L2135140 North Pole Central Trolley 83.95 AMERICAN FLYER LEGACY DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES
2133331 B&O SD70 Ace #1828 (BTO) 539.99 L2135050 PO'?" Express TMCC Speeder 125.95 AF1921130 UP SD70ACe #1943 Spirit of UP $499.99
12133341 B&M SD70 Ace #1835 (BT0) 539.99 L2135010 Baltimore & Ohio TMCC Speeder 125.95 AF1921191 Santa Fe U36C #8703 499.99
L2133351 CP SD70 Ace #1881 (BT0) 539.99 L2135030 Santa Fe TMCC Speeder 125.95 AF1921032 Conrail #6572 U33C Ltd Qty 499.99
12133361 GN SD70 Ace #1889 (8T0) 539.99 L2135080 BNSF TMCC Tamper 169.95 AF1921041 Delaware & Hudson #751 U33C 499.99
2133400 M-K-T PA AA Set #152A/152C (BT0) 899.99 12135120 Norfolk Sour ier 169.95  AF1921051 Guilford #650 U33C — tthi 499.99
AMERICAN FLYER ROLLIN TOCK
I[glggj;g E‘,gﬁ ';f\\/:,: gﬁ@’?g%“mwm gg; gggjgg 11928210 Malt Tonics Reefer $57.95 AF1919041 Southern Pacific Autorack #576261 $57.95
2133441 BNSF GP30 #2472 (BT0) 476.99 L1928220 Anheuser-Busch19§0's Reefer 57.95 AF1919062 B&LE Gondola W/Co_ll Cover #32064 46.95
2133451 C&NW GP30 #818 (BT0) 476.99 L1928280 Hamms Reefer - MillerCoors® 57.95 AF1919082 DT&l Gondola w/Coil Cover #1352 46.95
12133461 CSX (Chessie) GP30 #4126 (BT0) 476.99 L1928340 John Deere Mower Stock Car 57.95 AF1919171 BN 3 Bay vaered Hopper #453021 46.95
12133501 Union Pacific #61 Veranda Turbine B10) 1484'99 L1928380 Trick or Treat Halloween Sounds Boxcar 57.95 AF1919181 Illlnc_)ls Terminal 3 Bay Cvrd. Hopper #1967 46.95
- : L1928390 Undead Gondola 50.95 AF1919191 Lehigh Valley 3 Bay Cvrd. Hopper #50122 46.95
L2133560 US Departmem of Defense Veranda Turbine (BT0) 1484.99 11938040 Jupiter Boxcar 6095 AF1919221 Hennis/B&O TOFC Flatcar #9129 26.95
L2133570 Boston & Maine SW8 #801 (BT0) 449.99 4535050 Westinghouse 150th Anniversary Boxcar Made in USA 60.95  AF1919232 Lackawanna TOFG Flatcar #16441 46.95
L2133590 Conrail SW8 #8657 (BTQ) 449.99 L2026092 PFE 40’ Plug Door Reefer #18118 64.95 AF1919252 Santa Fe TOFC Flatcar #92875 46.95
L2133600 New York Central SW8 #9606 (BT0)_449.99 | 5026260 Anheuser-Busch 8K Gallon Tank Car #4274 57.05 AF1919271 Alied Chemical 3 Dome Tankcar #8923 46.95
L2133610 Rock Island SW8 #818 (BT0) 449.99 5056360 NS Veterans LED Flag 60' Boxcar 8605 AF1919281 DeSoto Chemical 3 Dome Tankcar #3448 43.95
L2133640 Strasburg SWS #8618 (B10) 44999 | 5096671 Polar Express™ 50' Flatcar w/20' Trailers 89.95 AF1919331 B&O Cylindrical Hopper #836037 57.95
12026520 PFE Smoking Mechanical Reefer (smoke & sound) 144.95 ~AF1919362_Erie Lackawanna Cylindrical Hopper #20023 _57.95
LOWEST SHIPPING cHARGEs 12026581 _Coors Beer Car #24 71.95 AF1919420 Gilbert Aquarium Car . 71.95
12026582 Coors Beer Car #26 71.95 AF1919430 Roadrl_mner / Wile E Coyote Aquarium Car 71.95
SHIPPING & HANDLING POLICY - - - AF2019123 Chessie 3 Bay Hopper #528062 43.95
Shipping charges will be charged based upon your total order and will L2026741 Friendship Train - CB&Q PS-1 Boxcar #36262 53.95 AF2019010 Bangor & Aroostook FreightSounds Boxcar 94.95
be shipped VIA FedEx or UPS ground service in the Continental L2028020 Shark Aquarium Car 71.95 AF2019062 Buffalo Creek Boxcar #2380 43'95
United States (except Alaska and Hawaii). The following rates apply: 12028090 Finding Nemo Aquarium Car 71.95 AF2019072 Great Northern Boxcar #2710 43-95
TOTAL ORDER SHIPPING CHARGE 12043041 _Railbox 50' Boxcar #10051 34.95 - o :
Over $1500.00 $30.00 12126032 BN PS-5 C d Gondola #577239 64.95 AF2019134 Union Pacific 3 Bay Hopper#90338 43.95
$1000.00 to $1500.00 $25.00 5126061 UnionP _fc_'vifg S é)n 0 ad Sondiols 7229512 64.95 AF2019200 The Polar Express Milk Flatcar 46.95
$500.00 to $1000.00 $15.00 nion Facific Ps-> Lovered Gondola : AF2119010 75th Anniversary Boxcar 46.95
$75.00 to $500.00 $9.00 L2126072 Central of Georgia Roof-Hatch Boxcar #6165 68.95 ~ AF2119020 American Flyer 2021 Christmas Boxcar 46.95
Under $75.00 $10.00 L2126320 Bethlehem Steel #206320 65' Mill Gondola 71.95 AF2119160 The Polar Express Searchlight Car 46.95
For orders that require multiple shipments, there will be a $9.00 L2126370 B&O FreightSounds Vision Boxcar 144.95 AF2119170 Santa Tracker Searchlight Car 46.95
charge foreeach shipment mgde on your backorder. Mass. residence L2126390 Mopac FreightSounds Vision Boxcar 144.95 AF44133 Showroom Aquarium Car 68.95
ﬁgtdeiéign/; esda;grs itt;mx's Z)fs é’qJfo,Zﬁﬁ""ﬂ OCE{Z:S&Z gfr;e:e:g r(;‘:ys'f L2126400 Pennsylvania FreightSounds Vision Boxcar  144.95 AF47982 _ Chessie System Ext. Vision Caboose _ SALE 29.95
No Returns of Books or Video’s. L2126410 SP FreightSounds Vision Boxcar 144.95 AF48386  New York Central Pacemaker Stock Car 50.95
Pri " iect to change without notice. Htities are limited. Sale items ar L2126420 Western Pacific FreightSounds Vision Boxcar 144.95
Iim[i:ﬁasdatoeqsl?abrjmsi%esogn %a?]il. Notorléspgng\ebl(e)?gr typeggia?)hicalegrrgras.e mSAC | oy 26432 BNSF # 782480 (2 sided) Beer Car 79.95 WWW.C h ar I esro.com

©Copyright Charles Ro Supply Co. 2021
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Questions & answers

WITH JOSEPH L. MANIA & THE CTT STAFF

Bucket trouble on Flyer
no. 752 coaler

S Gauge Trains

“ American Models

Since
1981
Engines
Cars
Track

Structures |-
Figures

68 Pg. Catalog send $10.00
American Models

11770 Green Oak Industrial Dr.
Whitmore Lake, M| 48189
www.americanmodels.com

You dream it. 4l We build it.

www.trainlayouts.com ¢ 973-366-5788

We specialize in:
« Complex Multi-Level Track Plans  Operating Accessories
* TMCC™ and DCS Control Systems e Yards and Switching
* Multi-Train Operation « Highly Detailed Scenery

® East Coast Enterprises * Roman Electric

ELECTRIC TRAINS
410 Court St.
Saginaw, MI 48602

989-793-4753
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30

www.brasseurelectrictrains.com

989-793-6887

40 years of Lionel service and sales.
Authorized MTH service and sales.
Best Source for K-LINE parts.

Just 90 miles north of Detroit, just off I-75.
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Closing when it should open wide

The classic American Flyer no. 752 Seaboard
coaler accessory was revived by Lionel as
item no. 49807 in 2001.

Diameters of different track

Is the diameter of Lionel track measured
erom center to center or another way?
What about Marx O gauge and American Flyer
S gauge track? Why do the sections of 0-27
straight profile track | purchased more than 20
years ago from Lionel not fit together? - Charles
Fee, Cincinnati, Ohio

Sometimes the diameter of Lionel or

other brands of track is measured
from center rail to center rail, and some-
times it's measured to the outside of the
ties. There’s a certain amount of flexibility
with tubular track, and it can be squeezed
or expanded a small amount. As a result,
determining an exact diameter is difficult.
Regarding other brands, standard Ameri-
can Flyer S gauge curves had a diameter
of 42" while the Pikemaster pieces were
about 31" in diameter. Marx wide-radius
track was 34" in diameter.

As to your second question, the ends
of the rails on tubular track are tight by
design and sometimes require the pins to
be “forced” in. Also, when K-Line intro-
duced tubular track it had small design

| purchased new the Lionel reissue of

the American Flyer no. 752 Seaboard

coaler. It runs smoothly, but the coal
bucket that goes up in an open position comes
down closed. How can | fix this problem?
-Joseph Waltuch, Santa Maria, Calif.

The right button should energize the

coil for the bucket to close it as well
as raise it and move it toward the bunker.
Releasing the button opens the bucket.
The left button lowers the bucket without
energizing the coil, so the bucket remains
open. Since you say the bucket opens and
closes, it seems the solenoid is energizing.
I wonder whether the string may be
wound around the drive shaft in the
improper direction. This would cause the
bucket to move in the wrong direction,
even though the motor is turning in the
intended direction.

differences that could sometimes make its
compatibility with Lionel difficult.

Matching postwar paints
How do | match the colors painted on my
different Lionel O gauge locomotives from
the postwar era? I'm referring to the red and the
yellow on my no. 2343 Santa Fe F3 diesels and
the silver on my no. 2328 Burlington Route GP7
road diesel. - Ed Whitford, Mason, Mich.

Paint technology has changed quite

drastically since the 1950s when your
engines were originally painted and
striped. Most, if not all, of the paint types
available then are not available now for
various reasons. Also, the age of the paint
plays a part in trying to match. A pristine
example of a locomotive compared to an
abused example can show obvious differ-
ences in shade, tone, and tint. In addition,
as manufacturers eliminate certain paints
from their lines, tints for the base color
become unavailable and certain colors can
no longer be duplicated.

If there were a definitive list of exact

color matches, it would be for one brand



A challenge for O gauge
enthusiasts is how to match the paints Lionel
used during the postwar era with the types of
paints and the colors on the market now.

and type of paint. If that manufacturer
changed a tint or base for whatever reason,
the list could become obsolete. Your best
bet may be to ask other postwar enthusi-
asts what they recommend or to reach out
to professionals who restore older models.

ProtoSound 1.0 with postwar
transformer

| operate my fairly compact O gauge home

layout with a postwar Lionel type-KW
transformer. Over the years, I've acquired a few
MTH locomotives that are equipped with Proto-
Sound 1.0. I'm aware of the battery issues and
how to avoid related problems. Can you suggest
amethod or an aftermarket device that will
enable me to program my MTH engines and acti-
vate their sound effects without having to invest

inan MTH no. Z-4000 transformer? - Richard
Donofrio, Darien, Ill.

The original ProtoSound 1.0 is not a

command system and doesn’t require
anything more than a conventional trans-
former to operate. All the functions avail-
able on those MTH engines can be oper-
ated with any common transformer with a
direction control button and a whistle
controller. Your vintage KW should be
capable of handling your newer engines.

String and figure for Lionel diesel
fueling station

| want to restore a Lionel postwar no. 415
Q diesel fueling station to full operation. The

black string is broken in the base. Any tricks to
putting on the string? Is it the same type of string
used on the crane cars for the hooks? Also, the
figure seems to slightly bind on the base where
the post travels along the base slot. Any way to fix
this? - E. Layne Katz, New York, N.Y.

The crane string is a perfectly suitable

replacement for the string used in the
415. The binding figure problem should
start with finding the source of the bind.
Using white lithium grease on this acces-
sory is not recommended.

L] BEAND MEW-IN- 1055

CXCLESTVE LIDMEL

Getting the black string to work correctly on
a Lionel no. 415 diesel fueling station should
not take much time or effort.

LCCA Members Call It
“The Best Toy Train Club on the Planet!"”

But don t take our word
for it, listen to what
N /Howard Hitchcock,
> CEO, Lionel Trains,
y has to say about us at
lionelcollectors.org/learnmore/
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EST 1970

TIONEL

The Best Toy Train Club on the Planet!™

lionelcollectors.org ¢ (815) 223-0115 (Business Hours)



Collectible classics

WITH ROGER CARP

Flyer no. 912 Koppers tank car

This S gauge model highlighted the chemical industry’s ties to railroading

Black-painted plastic body shell

Sintered-iron
truck
sideframes

B THE S GAUGE FLYER
line included more chemical
tank cars than did Lionel’s, and
they had greater detail and
more names. Among the finest
of them was the no. 912, which
publicized the Koppers Co., a
well-respected manufacturer of
chemicals based in Pittsburgh.

Novel model
For a toy train manufacturer to
develop models of tank cars
was an obvious decision. Sin-
gle- and double-dome cars car-
rying petroleum products,
chemicals, agricultural items,
and other liquids were seen on
most railroads. So in the pre-
war and postwar eras, Lionel
and its rivals offered replicas of
single-dome and then double-
dome oil cars. The tank cars
were simple in their design: a
cylinder riding atop a sheet-
metal or plastic frame with
trucks and couplers attached.
In 1954, engineers at Gil-
bert realized that by surround-
ing the single dome with a

plastic platform and having a
ladder extend down to the
frame, they could proclaim the
tank car to be a chemical car.
Splash on paint, and the Flyer
line heralded the eye-catching
no. 910 Gilbert Chemicals car,
originally planned to promote
Celanese Chemicals.

New name
A year later, Gilbert negotiated
with the Koppers Co. to
rename its chemical tank for
that long-established producer
of chemicals and plastics.
Founded by Heinrich Koppers
in Chicago in 1912 and moved
to Pittsburgh in 1915, the busi-
ness later became part of the
empire overseen by financier
Andrew Mellon. A skyscraper
in downtown Pittsburgh
served as the Koppers hub.
During and after the war,
Koppers expanded its opera-
tions to capitalize on the devel-
opment of new by-products of
the coal and petroleum indus-
tries. Assorted plastics formed
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Length: 7 % inches

Black plastic handrails
and ladders

Knuckle
couplers

using styrene and polyethylene
joined the Koppers inventory,
and tank cars with the firm’s
name became commonplace.

It made sense, therefore, for
Gilbert to work with Koppers
on the tanker painted black
over a black or gray plastic
body shell secured to either a
type-IV die-cast metal frame
or a type-II plastic frame with
a brake wheel and diamond
markers. Designers added gold
sans-serif lettering and a paper
label. Other details ran from
black handrails to ladders
painted to match or finished
with copper or nickel.

The 912 appeared in the
consumer catalog for 1955 as a
component of two sets and as a
separate-sale item priced at $5.

For each of the next two years,
it was used in one set, and its
separate-sale price rose to
$5.95. In 1957, the tanker, like
other Flyer items, was assigned
a five-digit number (24306).

Decision makers at Gilbert
could never have known that
Koppers would eventually
become the largest producer of
railroad crossties for Class 1
railroads in North America.
The ties were treated with
chemicals to prevent warpage
and deterioration of the wood.

How fitting that an S gauge
chemical tank car from the
1950s should introduce thou-
sands of modelers to the name
of a business essential to the
welfare of full-size railroads
today. - Roger Carp

$70, respectively.

THE A.C. GILBERT CO. cataloged the no. 912 Koppers chemical
tank car from 1955 through 1957. The 2021 edition of Green-
berg's Pocket Price Guide to American Flyer values the 912

with a die-cast metal frame at $38 in good condition and $62 in
excellent. The version with a plastic frame is valued at $25 and




Views from the underground

WITH LOU PALUMBO

Are you late to the
party?

The good times are still here

B I HAVE BEEN ACTIVELY AND
enthusiastically involved in the model
train hobby for the past 40 years. It has
been fun, and I've met a lot of people and
made many new friends.

Over those 40 years, I've bought and
sold thousands of new and old trains,
while learning a lot about the model
train hobby. And I've attended hundreds
of events, topped off by the “Mother of
All Train Shows” - the York meet held
twice a year in York, Pa., and organized
by the Eastern Division of the Train Col-
lectors Association.

The experience has been
like a never-ending party.

Many new folks have
entered the train hobby
during these years, and I
love to watch them grow
into fine train collectors.

I opened my train store,
The Underground Railroad
Shoppe, in 1985 and still
operate it. The store is yet
another place where I meet
folks entering the hobby.

I have shared many stories with these
customers and come to know them per-
sonally. I have shared their happiness as
well as their tears during these days.

It has been a good run for me, and I
hope there’s more to come.

It isn’'t too late to join this hobby,
because, to me, there is none better.

Train prices are all over the board.
You can get a lot more for your money
now than in recent years. Tables at train
show tables are being filled by a lot of
folks eager to thin their collections by
selling trains at very reasonable prices. In
fact, a lot of collectors are becoming
dealers and renting tables at the various
train shows.

These new dealers are good for the
hobby. They put many new trains into
the hands of potential collectors.

Sales are also flourishing on eBay and
other Internet websites, and there are an
incredible number of items to choose
from. However, you must be careful
when buying by mail. Always refer to the
feedback for any potential seller and read
the listing carefully.

New hobbyists can check out train
shows, train shops, online auctions, and
mail-order sales to supply their wish lists
for the different items they want to add
to their collection.

Auctions are another good way to buy
trains. I always enjoy going
to a live auction where you
can see and examine what
you want to purchase.

Previewing the items
before the auction is a lot of
fun. The action during the
sale is enjoyable and inter-
esting. There is nothing like
a good live auction. The
auctioneer usually puts on a
good show. This adds to the
fun of the hobby.

Many train collections
are entering the market for various rea-
sons. A lot of collectors have passed on,
and their families are selling their trains.
Other collectors are downsizing their
present living circumstances, and many
of their trains have to be sold. This opens
up new opportunities for the recent col-
lectors to share the hobby.

This October, the York train meet is
scheduled to resume after missing three
meets during the past 18 months due to
the pandemic.

Come to York and join the party. It’s
not too late!

Keep searchin’

LOU PALUMBO, the owner of the Underground
Railroad Shoppe in New Castle, Pa., writes this
exclusive column for Classic Toy Trains. He can be
reached at 1906 Wilmington Rd., New Castle, PA
16105 or by email at trainplum@yahoo.com

TRAIN COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION™

JOIN TCA!

Friendships that
Last a Lifetime!

Here are just a few great TCA benefits:
= TCA Train Meets (including York, PA!)

- *3* Publications: The Train Collectors
Quarterly, National Headquarters News
& TCA E-Train, our online magazine

= TCA x-change (online marketplace)
= National Toy Train Museum
= Toy Train Reference Library
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A U/
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Call or visit us online for
your application today!

717.687.8623
www.tcamembers.org
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~IRAINSHOW.LOM

The best place to find Great
Train Shows in America

OUR SHOWS:

Greenberg’s Train & Toy Show

Great Train Shows
Quality Train Shows from coast to coast

Great Midwest Train Show
The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971

Bl 2021 SCHEDULE: 3%
Sept 25-26 Victorville, CA - San Bernardino Fair

October 2-3 Belleville, IL - Belle Claire Fairgrounds
October 17 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair
Nov 6-7 Shakopee, MN - Canterbury Park Expo

ov 6-7 Monroeville, PA - Monroeville Conv. Ctr.

November 14 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

ov 20-21 Wilmington, MA - Shriners Auditorium

Nov 27-28 Collinsville, IL - Gateway Center

ov 27-28 Edison, NJ - New Jersey Expo Center

ec 4-5 Council Bluffs, IA - Mid-America Center

ec 4-5 Timonium, MD - Maryland State Fair

ec 12 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair

Dec 18-19 Chantilly, VA - Dulles Expo Center

SAVE 10% ON TICKETS
USE COUPON CODE CT10 AT:

TRAINSHOW.COM

Great American Train Shows Inc - Info@gats.email
PO Box 1192 - Lombard, IL 60148
Check TRAINSHOW.COM for more shows and details!
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S&W rarrs suppry

LIONEL PARTS DEALER AND
AUTHORIZED SERVIGE STATION #91
PROVIDING EXPERT REPAIRS TO
PREWAR, POSTWAR AND OTHER
MODERN LIONEL EQUIPMENT

EMAIL: trains@sandwparts.com

WEB: www.sandwparts.com

Hours: Tuesday - Friday: 9AM-4PM EST

TEL - (518) 280-5197

762 Whitney Dr., Niskayuna, NY 12309
NY Sales Tax (where applicable) & shipping

THANKYOU DAD FOR MAKING
PROJECT ROAR PUBLISHING

A HUGE SUCCESS
PROJECT ROAR PUBLISHING

Inside The ; '.-.'-'jﬂ"'f"‘-:: =
Lionel Trains PH-EI'IT'-I'} ITBS" !

Fun Factory

248 Pages
b s 575+ Photos

Authoritative Guide
B Authoritative to Lionel’s
t48l Guide to Lionel’s Promotional Outfits
Postwar 1960 - 1969
Operating Cars 848 Pages
160 Pages 1,500+ Photos
325+ Photos Softcover $69.95
Softcover $4495  Hardcover 389.95

Limited Edition
Hardcover $149.95

For more info & to order, visit
WWWw.projectroar.com

or call: 630-653-ROAR (7627)

Also available at kalmbachhobbystore.com,

amazon.com and your local hobby retailer. roserroat

Watch

Classic Toy Trains

on You( [T

youtube.com/classictoytrains

- J
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S gauge now & then

WITH BILL CLARK

columnl

No smoke

But the problem lit a fire under me to fix the unit

Fluid in/exhaust

Chamber
Fan

After taking the shell off the U33C locomotive, | could get at the smoke unit to fix it.

B I HAVE 14 AMERICAN FLYER
BY LIONEL STEAM AND DIESEL
locomotives that have fan-driven smoke
units. They are all Legacy engines, except
for three FlyerChief steam engines.

Years ago I learned how to repair these
engines when the volume of smoke fell
to little or nothing. I'd like to share with
you how I did it.

I first learned this fix when I called
Lionel and talked with a repair techni-
cian about a problem I was having with a
General Electric U33C diesel. He told
me one of the problems could be that the
smoke unit’s batting had become charred
at the heating coil in the smoke unit.

Time for some DIY

Since the engine was out of its warranty
period, I decided to disassemble it and
have a look. It wasn’t a difficult process
with this locomotive. All that’s needed is
to carefully take off the engine’s body
shell by removing the Phillips-head

screws from the underside of the chassis.

Because the engine shell is connected
by a number of electrical wires, I had to
carefully place it beside the chassis. When
you're done with that step, you can easily
see the smoke unit with its fan motor and
smoke chamber.

There are small Phillips-head screws
on top of the smoke chamber that hold the
top in place. These need to be removed
very carefully because of their size. I used
a computer screwdriver because it fit the
small screws best.

Once the screws have been taken out,
you can lift off the lid to see the smoke
unit’s heating coil with the batting or cot-
ton-like media underneath.

Burnt batting was the problem.



Please be aware that there is a gasket
for the cover and you need to be careful
not to tear it.

Yep, it’s burnt

With the top off I used a small screw-
driver to separate the batting from the
heating coil. Sure enough, it was charred.

I took it out and removed the burnt
area. There was still plenty of clean and
functional batting left.

I carefully put what was left of the bat-
ting back in the smoke unit, leaving space
in front of where the air flows from the
fan so it could blow the smoke through
the smoke chamber and out the stack.

Then I checked the gasket on the
smoke chamber before replacing the lid
and adding smoke fluid.

Before I put the engine shell back on
the chassis, I tested the unit o see if my
repair had succeeded. The results were
mixed at first. I had to remove the lid and
adjust the batting several times before I
got it right.

At last I had it smoking well. I put the
shell back on the chassis, making sure all
the wires were in place. I put the U33C
diesel on the track, and ran it. Once again
I was satisfied the smoke production.

Assuming this problem would recur at
some point, I decided to order some
replacement batting. It can be ordered
from Lionelsupport.com; the part number
is 691SMKP008. It’s Fiberglass, so always
wear nitrile gloves while handling it.

Following my experience with the
U33C, I proceeded to do the same repair
on other diesel and steam engines, includ-
ing a Y3 and a Challenger.

Disassembly of the steam engines to
reach the smoke unit is more complicated.
Still, once you figure out the process the
rest is largely the same as with the diesels.

The same repairs also work on modern
O gauge Lionel diesels, too!

This method won't fix every engine’s
smoke problems, as sometimes the issues
are electrical. But checking the wick or
batting is a relatively easy process and for
me has eliminated 90 percent of my
smoke issues.

Bill Clark has written
features and reviews for S
Gaugian magazine. He
operates vintage and
modern equipment from
American Flyer and other
manufacturers.
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Trainz wants your O gauge collection!
With over 45 years of experience,

we make it easy to sell

your collection.

- & e -
T

sellmytrains.com/ctt
(866) 345-4558

T -
Looking for a great selection of new
and used O gauge trains?
Visit trainz.com

TRAINWORLD.com

SHoP ON-I.mE 24/7

We SuprLy THE WorLD

QP‘\“WQ LIONELRRR{
ﬂ @ THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL ot
LIONEL VISION LINE 6-85326
@ RAINWORLD com NEW YORK CENTRAL BAGGAGE CAR
& SUPER SALE $169.99
=/ ( SOUND
U ON21

MoREe SALE ITEms @ trainworld.com

AMERICA’S LARGEST
INTERNATIONAL MaIL ORDER
Discount TRAIN STORE

- CODE WORD MUST BE APPLIED AT TIME OF ORDER - DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO SALES TAX OR SHIPPING & HANDLING

- IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY - NO REBATES, NO REFUNDS, NO STORE CREDIT ON PREVIOUSLY SOLD ITEMS

- NO NEW RELEASES; NO BACK ORDERS; NO PRE-ORDERS - CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR OTHER DISCOUNTS

- NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH OR GIFT CARDS - IF DISCOUNT APPLICABLE, TRAINWORLD WILL APPLY IT WHEN ORDER IS PROCESSED
- LIMITED QUANTITIES ON CERTAIN ITEMS - NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

The Products We Sell Are Not Toys and Are Not Intended For Use By Children Under The Age Of

SIGN-UP FOR OuR E-mAIL SALES 1-800-541-7010 e-mail: ORDERS@TRAIMWORLD com

Huse Inventory o GReat SeLEcTion o FasT SIPPING 751 McDonaLp Ave, BrookLyn, NY 11218

The club for

Lionel Operating Train Society o-su

Operators!

Final production graphics may vary.
Available only to club members.

Join LOTS Today!

Membership benefits include:
* Switcher magazine (still 6 times/year).
* Exciting Conventions -- join us in
Dayton, OH July 10-17, 2022.
* Limited edition Lionel cars available
exclusively to club members.
* Great friendships and operator tips.

New Santa Fe from LOTS!

A pair of Lionel's ore cars join our series
inspired by the Santa Fe's warbonnet deco
scheme. These O-Gauge cars are 6 5/8" long
and feature die-cast trucks, operating couplers,
brake wheels, and simulated coal load.

Just $87 + S&H. ORDER YOURS TODAY-
FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED.

For club or car info, visit www.lots-trains.org or call (513) 598-8240

Go Digital!

Read Classic Toy Trains
on your favorite device!

Visit www.trains.com/ctt/subscription-plans/
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I DOUBLE DOG
DARE YOU TO
FIND BETTER

J PREBUILT J PRELIT
J LIMITED EDITION

TRAIN STUFF!

NATIONAL POWER & LIGHT GAMER & THRONES

O Scale (279-4844) | HO Scale (279-4844) O Scale (279-4428) | HO Scale (279-5141)
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J. SHEPHERD & SONS DOG FOOD FACTORY ONE POLICE PLAZA

O Scale (279-4494) | HO Scale (279-5023) O Scale (279-4435)




Big BUILDINGS Small FOOTPRINTS!

Featuring our innovative "tunnel insert". Remove the insert to place the structure
over existing train tracks. Or, use the insert to camouflage the train tunnel!

VETTER SASH & DOOR SPRECHER™ BREWERY

O Scale (279-4324) | HO Scale (279-5018) O Scale (279-4493) | HO Scale (279-5143)

TIDE® SOAP FACTORY COUNTY HOTEL

O Scale (279-5518) | HO Scale (279-5877) O Scale (279-4427) | HO Scale (279-5142)
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A three-rail tribute
to a fallen flag

STORY BY ROGER CARP
Photos by Rob Danner

en Smith, whose O gauge layout
pays tribute to the Reading, likes
to ask viewers how they first dis-
covered his favorite among the
fallen flags of postwar America.

People who had grown up in Pennsyl-
vania or New Jersey after World War II
might have glimpsed a Reading freight
train carrying anthracite coal or maybe
ridden a Reading streamliner into Phila-
delphia. Anyone who, like Len, had played
with American Flyer trains as a kid might
recall his or her S gauge set including an
Atlantic steam engine and tender or a little
caboose marked for the Reading.

Then Len concedes the inevitable
point: “Most people remember the Read-
ing because it was one of the four railroads
on the Monopoly board” He's right. Only
because the railroad served Atlantic City,
the locale of the famous board game, did
millions of baby boomers “Take a ride on
the Reading” Len’s 24 x 27-foot display
offers a tour of that well-publicized line.

Dual-gauge in the attic

Len hardly required a Monopoly set to
understand the importance of the old
Reading Co. Marvin Gardens and Water-
works might have baffled him as a kid, but
the presence and activity of the Reading,
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with its diesels painted a distinctive shade
of green and its hoppers transporting tons
of coal, were not mysteries while he came
of age in Morgantown, Pa.

The fact that Len’s top train as a boy
was a Flyer freight might also have been
responsible for reinforcing the promi-
nence of the Reading to him. He and his
brother, Bruce, collaborated with their
father on an around-the-walls dual-gauge
model railroad in the family
attic. Sheets of plywood were
reinforced along the perimeter
of the dank room. Then Len
became chief executive of the
S gauge network serving as the
outermost loop. His brother
handled the O gauge line with
switches put inside the two-
rail route.

Still not sure
By the time Len reached ado-
lescence, he was familiar with
the different advantages and shortcomings
of both S and O gauge. When he did
return to the hobby, where he might end
up was really an open-ended question.
Swaying his response was a major event
in the life of his hometown: the opening of
a hobby store by the late Norm Rhoads in
the 1970s. An enthusiastic advocate for
model railroading, Norm rekindled Len’s
passion for miniature trains by showing
him the HO scale layout in Norm’s shop.
Len decided to construct an HO layout
at home. His wife, Lana, failed to under-
stand what the fuss was about, but would
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1 A yard dominates a portion of the 24 x 27-foot G-shaped display. It's
Reading and Lehigh Valley road diesels like these MTH units parked and ready to go.

Before long,
Len and his
brother, Bruce,
were collabo-
rating with their
father on an
around-the-
walls dual-
gauge model
railroad in the
family attic.

A o

not unusual to find

never stand in the way of her husband.
Neither would their children, Brad and
Kristin. So, Len was free to move forward
and create an HO railroad.

Good as the layout seemed to be, some-
thing was missing for Len. He just sensed
the trains ought to be bigger and run on
track with three rails and not two. Before
too many years had passed, he had torn
down the HO layout and taken the first
steps toward constructing
what would be the very first O
gauge model railroad he could
claim as his own. Lionel trains
reigned supreme on it.

Different roads

Len agrees that it’s rather
funny how Norm Rhoads, a
fellow whose last name sug-
gested streets or highways, did
much to influence his involve-
ment with trains. Norm’s
influence was felt again when
he invited Len and three friends to help
build an O gauge layout in his basement.

Later still, roads of a different kind
would have an even greater impact on Len
and his family while strengthening his
commitment to model railroading.

The small town where Len had come of
age and then settled has long been domi-
nated by the Pennsylvania Turnpike. So
just imagine how Len and Lana felt when
the commission overseeing that thorough-
fare made an offer on their home!

Len admits, “It was tough having to
leave” He had been making progress on a

Len is quick to thank his wife and children for
encouraging him to design and build a large
0 gauge railroad that helped him remember
the Reading Co. from his youth.

14 x 20-foot O gauge railroad. Track was
in place, and scenery and structures were
nearly complete. Now, it would be gone!
Perhaps the chief consolation for Len
came after Lana and he had finally found a
new place to call home. The key attraction
for him was the large and clean basement
there, perfect for another 3-rail display.
Lana, realizing how important the
opportunity to build a new O gauge layout
would be for her husband, generously
turned over much of the open area down-
stairs to him. She and their children
became Len’s loudest cheerleaders.

No hesitation

Maybe because the process of being
uprooted from their longtime home was
fairly traumatic, Len had no wish to delay
launching work on a new railroad. There
didn’t seem to be any benefits to waiting,
even if he might have devoted the time to
reading more hobby publications and
accumulating more planning ideas.

@ EXCLUSIVE VIDEO
GO TO TRAINS.COM/CTT/VIDEOS



AT A GLANCE
Name: Len Smith’s O gauge layout
Dimensions: 24 x 27 feet

Track and switches: Atlas O (diam-
eters range from 54 to 99 inches)

Motive power: Atlas O, Lionel, MTH

Rolling stock: Atlas O, K-Line, Lionel,
MTH, Weaver

Controls: Lionel types KW and ZW,
MTH no. Z-4000 (2) transformers with
MTH Digital Command System

Accessories: Lionel, MTH

Structures: Ameri-Towne, Atlas O,
Lionel, MTH, Plasticville, Walthers

Vehicles: Athearn, Kinsmart, K-Line,
Maisto

Figures: K-Line, Scenic Express,
Woodland Scenics

The Reading Co. inspires Len's layout. The numbered arrows 240"
correspond to the numbers in each of the captioned photos.

E1 The Pennsylvania-Reading Seashore Lines
0-6-0 steam switcher may look bright and
shiny now, but after a few weeks of moving
Reading passenger cars around the yard

the elements will leave it looking grimy. The
model is an MTH addition.

Besides, Len had an increasingly firm
sense of what he wanted to emphasize on
the new layout. He envisioned fashioning
detailed scenes reminiscent of what he had
observed and even experienced as a
youngster. His friend Rob Danner encour-
aged him and assisted with the design.

Memories of towns in the Keystone
State served by once-great railroads fasci-
nated Len. Mental images of life in the
1950s and *60s would guide Len as he
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the MTH steam engine on the upper level and the MTH F7 diesel entering town below. Still
stumped? Check out the brand of beer advertised on the billboard!

sought to replicate the lines that had
brought coal to various industries. The
mix of coal and railroads opened the door
for Len to model the Reading Co.

Getting down to work meant erecting
open-grid and cookie-cutter types of
benchwork to support the solid founda-
tion. Len fashioned out of 2 x 3s and 2 x 4s
the elementary framework supporting the
sections of %-inch-thick plywood.

Cork roadbed went on next, followed
by smooth networks of O gauge track
made by Atlas O. The realistic appearance,
notably the contour of the metal rails and
the wood ties, greatly appealed to Len.

Satisfaction with what Atlas O offered
extended to its turnouts. Len went with
that brand and operated the switches with
machines from Atlas. As a final note, he
pointed out his reliance on momentary
push buttons for activating them.

Hills are alive

Modeling the landforms of the Keystone
State began with Len and Rob carving
pieces of pink extruded insulation foam
until they had the shapes and contours
desired. They compared their handiwork
against what they saw in photographs as
well as what Len remembered observing.
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Once satisfied with the foundation, Len
glued the pieces in place and then pre-
pared to color them. He relied on flat
shades of commercial brown paint.

While the covering was still wet, Len
sprinkled on textures and hues of grasses
from Scenic Express and Woodland Sce-
nics. He glued hedges from Noch and
bushes from Woodland Scenics. In a few
spots, he substituted medium
and coarse types of ballast
from the latter firm.

Trees were essential, and
Len refused to skimp on
them. He selected a wide
assortment of miniature trees
put out by Grand Central,

Mental images of
life in the 1950s
and '60s would
guide Len as he
sought to repli-
cate the lines

beneath wood shingles, served as an easy
method for making rural highways and
urban streets. Len finished by pressing
automotive pinstriping on the simulated
blacktop. Both the yellow and white stripes
looked fantastic for the dozens of vehicles.

Take a smooth ride
Turning over the Chance card in Monop-
oly instructing you to “Take a ride on the
Reading” suggested to Len that passenger
service must be the best. Besides laying the
track with care, he and two
hobby buddies (Bob Berkley
and Bill Sharman) made sure
to wire everything correctly.
Len started by installing
two no. Z-4000 transformers
from MTH. They were going
to handle the trains while vin-

Scenic Express, and Wood- that had brought  tage Lionel power sources
land Scenics. He also fabri- coal to various (types KW and ZW from the
cated some of his own trees industries. postwar era) would take care

using goldenrod.

Another realistic scenic effect was a
small pond. Len carved out the bottom
from the extruded insulation foam and
then painted. “Woodland Scenics puts out
some excellent materials for modeling
water,” he explained, “and I've made good
use of what they sell. Then I add debris”

Finally, there were the roads. Black
roofing material, which contractors insert

of the juice needed by Lionel

and MTH block signals, crossing gates,
highway flashers, signal bridges, and street
and yard lights being planned by Len.

Designating a couple of powerful MTH
transformers for the trains made good
sense to Len for two primary reasons.
First, the vast majority of his motive power
came from the MTH cataloged line. Sec-
ond, he was intending to install the Digital



Command System pioneered by MTH as
his mode of command control.

As Len described it, his layout featured
a block system to run the track and vari-
ous signals. There were 28 blocks on the
main lines and sidings. All of them used
detectors from Dallee Electronics. “Blocks
are used,” Len stated, “for signaling and so
were controlled through a Track Interface
Unit (TIU) by MTH?

Feeder wires reached each and every
one of the blocks. Len opted for 18-gauge
wire for that purpose. Thinner 22-gauge
handled the connections to light up the
structures and carry current to illuminate
various lights, signals, and lamps.

In retrospect, Len considers the ease
and consistency of operating all the trains
as a tribute to what he had learned during
long conversations with Norm Rhoads.
Putting that information into practice on
the O gauge layout built at Norm’s home
made so much of the wiring easier for Len
and his friends many years later.

Plan and be flexible

Having a plan proved to be crucial for Len.

He studied every aspect before launching
construction on his O gauge Reading lay-
out. “You can’t assess each stage of work
enough,” he declared. “My friends and I
investigated the electronics and scenery in
depth and made sure the wiring for the
blocks was absolutely correct”

Then Len quickly adds with a slight
laugh, “But no plan is perfect, which is
why you have to stay flexible!” No matter
how much preparation you do and how
many potential problems you try to antici-
pate, stuff will arise that challenges you.
That happened fairly often, and we had to
stay focused and confident””

Just relax and get ready to make a few
changes. “Flexibility is vitally important,”
Len said. “There’s nothing wrong with tak-
ing your time, looking at all your options,
and proceeding with a relaxed attitude. Be
sure to get friends involved,” he advised.
“You want to do everything you can to
have plenty of fun and laugh”

Each stage of construction has turned
out to be more enjoyable than Len had
thought possible, even scenery. He looks
ahead to modifying the main town on his
layout, its downtown, in particular. Wid-
ening the diameters of the main lines
sounds as though it will also be a priority.
Until then, however, Len vows to keep
finding enjoyment and sharing the fun of
riding on the Reading.

1 A long Reading freight train headed by an MTH GP7 whips around the sharp curve at one
end. Amid the detailed and realistic landscaping Len finished, he has incorporated a handful
of classic operating accessories, including several he remembered from his youth.

6 The towering Lionel coal tipple sure dwarfs the laborer
inexplicably decked out in white overalls who prepares

to feed the Reading T-1-class 4-8-4 Northern from MTH.
Slick as the handsome steam locomotive is, Len knows the
future of the railroad belongs to the vividly painted MTH
Fairbanks-Morse Train Master road diesel nearby.
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Trains and documents fascinate George Schmid

STORY BY ROGER CARP © Photos by John Schmid /© Project Roar Publishing LLC

very toy train enthusiast will admit to having favorites among
the dozens or possibly the thousands of items he or she owns.
Certain sets, locomotives, or accessories — whatever the reason -
absolutely rise above all the others. They may have a connection
to childhood. Or they may be what drew him or her back to the hobby.
Whatever their history, these special items entrance and mesmerize.

George Schmid, who is passionate sets epitomizes the greatness of Lionel’s
about every aspect of Lionel’s history and  engineering and marketing during its
production, attests to how a few sets can postwar heyday. As important, each of
capture you forever. Three of the most these sets brings to mind something
important sets in his collection have meaningful in his personal and family life,
woven a spell over him. As George especially his close relationship with his
explains, each of those highly desirable son and fellow Lionel maven, John.
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Sometime in the future, Classic Toy
Trains will turn its spotlight on John. For
now, however, our attention will be
directed toward his father. George exem-
plifies what it means to care about and
immerse yourself in all things Lionel.

Late arrival

Admiring the cataloged and promotional
outfits belonging to George can easily
leave the impression he’s been devoting
time and resources into developing one of
the truly magnificent collections of Lionel
trains since he first put on long pants.
Knowing George was born before the
onset of World War II, an observer might

o



Outfit no. 2296W, with its Canadian Pacific
F3 diesels and matching Vista-Dome and
observation cars, motivated George Schmid
to build one of the greatest Lionel col-
lections. He upgraded his sets and added
the separate-sale coaches to create this
magnificent train.

suppose his initial train was an O scale
Hudson pulling detailed freight cars or
Rail Chief streamliners, and that it's been
nothing but the very best ever since.

Modest in every respect, George
quickly interrupts to tone down your
assumptions and pull you back to earth.
Honesty compels him to point out how
class work and stamp collecting preoccu-
pied him during his years in elementary
school and nearly into high school. There
were no toy trains at home.

Then at Christmas of 1950, George
entered the wonderful world of Lionel
modeling. For reasons he doesn’t know, his
father brought home an O gauge steam
freight set not long before George gradu-
ated from middle school.

The intricacies of the electrical marvel
- with Magne-Traction and smoke - capti-
vated George. He had to investigate how
the locomotive worked and how long a
train it could pull. He eventually con-
structed a layout and routinely added to
his roster of rolling stock every Christmas
through the end of high school.

Then he went off to college. George
focused on studying to become an accoun-
tant. Lionel trains weren't forgotten or dis-
missed, but he had no desire to let them
dominate his leisure hours. Or what little
free time he had during years devoted to
learning calculus, business administration,
statistics, and other fields.

First love

In 1957, right after completing his degree
and being hired at a prestigious account-
ing firm in his hometown of Chicago,
George fell in love. No, he adds with a
smile, not with the lovely Jean, whom he
wouldn’t marry until five years later.
George describes something else sleek and
elegant catching his eye one day.

George talks about the immediate
impact a classic diesel passenger train
making its debut in the Lionel catalog for
1957 had on him. Not surprisingly, his
appreciation of the finest, most beautiful
things in life led him to the no. 2296W
Super O Canadian Pacific outfit offered
that year only.

From the moment that
George saw the compo-
nents of the set on display
in a local store, he felt
driven to bring them
home. With what he
recalls as his first sub-
stantial paycheck, he paid
for the striking powered
and non-powered F3 A
units and the streamlined
Vista-Dome cars and
observation available
with them.

The owner of the store
had broken up a cataloged set, so the
highly desirable outfit box wasn't available.
George scarcely minded, just as long as he
could buy the individual passenger cars
and their two separate-sale offshoots.

All but hypnotized by what designers
had created for the top-of-the-line outfit
of 1957, George stumbled home with his
pristine Canadian Pacific diesels and
streamliners. Then he arranged a loop of
track on the floor and began to run them
in a careful and thoughtful manner. Sud-
denly, the greatness of Lionel became
apparent. George likely came away feeling
he had found a mission in life.

‘Grandpa Choo-Choo’
The decades to follow saw George marry
Jean and start a family, He would also dis-
tinguish himself professionally while grad-
ually yet steadily developing a superb col-
lection of Lionel trains from
the postwar and modern eras.
Always at the top of

Then at

Christmas of

In the Schmid family, George is known as
“Grandpa Choo-Choo.” The grandkids natu-
rally called Jean “Grandma Choo-Choo.” She
supported her husband's passion for Lionel
trains and encouraged him to build layouts.

boxed sets throughout the 1970s. The two
of them built layouts at home, and the
trains tightened the bonds between them.
They attended local shows, where new
trains plus collectibles from the past were
available. Little by little, George built a
large and impressive collection.

Eventually, Kathy and John each mar-
ried and began bringing their young chil-
dren to George and Jean’s home on week-
ends. Once out of their car seats and safely
inside, all the youngsters begged to watch
the Lionel trains perform on the impres-
sive 16 x 23-foot three-rail layout filling an
addition to the Schmids’ home.

“Grandpa Choo-Choo,” as
they lovingly called George, was
more than happy to oblige. He

George’s list of favorites dur- had a blast running the O gauge
ing the 1960s and *70s 1950, George trains for his grandchildren
remained his Canadian entered the while Jean, affectionately called
Pacific outfit. Does anyone wonderful “Grandma Choo-Choo,” offered
ever forget their first love? world of Lionel wonderful encouragement. She
Not too far below were the modeling. made sure kids on the block

various Santa Fe F3 diesels in

their dazzling warbonnet col-

ors. The O gauge trains absent from
George’s childhood would become every-
day sights for his daughters, Kathleen and
Christine, and his son, John.

So strong was George’s interest in Lio-
nel that he never despaired when the orig-
inal Lionel Corp. licensed the rights to
manufacture and market its trains to Gen-
eral Mills in 1969. Some folks might con-
sider O gauge products of the 1970s
beneath their consideration, but George
fostered a strong liking for them all.

John remembers his dad accumulating

were invited to join in the fun.
George and Jean undoubt-
edly hooked members of a younger gener-
ation on the joys of Lionel railroading.
Their generosity and kindness, not to
mention the swift trains and magical
accessories, made their home popular with
the boys and girls in the neighborhood.

Into the stratosphere

Life with Lionel trains was pretty good for
George as the 21st century dawned. He
continued to add desirable examples of
Lionel sets and locomotives to his collec-
tion. He had even picked up what he later
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One of George's treasures is this stunning example of the no. 2555W “Twin Railroad Empire” - a Super O Santa Fe F3 diesel freight paired with
a virtually identical HO version. Owning all the original packaging in pristine condition makes this item from 1960 one of his all-time favorites.

found out was a Lionel 8 x 8-foot Super O
dealer display layout from 1960. Not too
many collectors ever chance upon one of
those gems. Best of all, John had never
stopped sharing the hobby with him.

But not until November of 2001 did the
father-and-son team elevate their collec-
tion into the stratosphere.
They did so in one bold step
on a Saturday in Indiana.

He was looking

the quantities of each set and instructions
for packing items included. Collectors
long frustrated by information they feared
lost suddenly had it at hand.

Hearing about what was being offered
led George to confer with John before
making a commitment. They understood
the ultimate value of the
information and were deter-
mined to outbid their peers

George was one among f(?!‘ a way to to obtain the notebooks.
several notable postwar ge baCk. to the John understood his
enthusiasts thrilled by the community of toy father’s rationale. George had

news that Richard Kughn,
the former owner of Lionel
Trains Inc. and himself a

train collectors
that for so long

no wish to horde the docu-
ments or disperse the valu-
able information in small

highly respected collector, ha.‘d prov:1ded amounts for a profit. To the
had decided to liquidate his ~ friendship and contrary, he was looking for
vast holdings. Pristine mod- ~ enjoyment to the  away to give back to the

els, engineering mock-ups,
and scarce postwar varia-
tions went to auction.
Among the mysterious items at Stout

Auctions was a group of loose-leaf binders
packed with sheets detailing the contents
of promotional outfits Lionel had assem-
bled at the request of customers between
1960 and 1966. Documented as well were
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two of them.

community of toy train col-
lectors that for so long had
provided friendship and
enjoyment to the two of them.

George and John settled on a plan that
helped their fellow collectors while at the
same time strengthening their bond. They
decided to share the contents of the bind-
ers by publishing the information. They

would do so by launching a new enterprise
named Project Roar Publishing LLC for
the purpose of printing and distributing a
volume about promotional outfits.

First, however, George and John
intended to supplement what they learned
from the thousands of original documents
with data about actual promotional sets as
well as the specified purchasers. The task
was monumental and would require the
father and son to pursue surviving outfits,
especially boxes, and study them.

Now a historian

For half a century, starting on the day that
George purchased the first of many Cana-
dian Pacific sets, he was a collector. Trains
mattered most to him. Buying them, usu-
ally to operate to amuse his kids and
grandchildren, was paramount.

But George’s view of Lionel and its toy
trains changed the day John and he drove
home with the notebooks in the trunk of
their car. From a collector and operator of
disparate sets George became a historian,
a chronicler of the most important manu-
facturer of electric trains in America. He
sought to learn all about how Lionel had



designed, produced, and marketed its toys.

Winning the auction was merely the
first step of a long, time-consuming, and
expensive journey. George and John real-
ized they needed to do a tremendous
amount of research on promotional out-
fits. Years of travel and study ensued.

George doggedly chased after every
Lionel promotional set ever put on the
market. He contacted other postwar
experts, eager to pick their brains and
examine the uncataloged outfits and mod-
els they owned. John, of course, helped at
every step of the way, and Christine
tracked down information about the
retailers as well as the drawings showing
how outfits were packed.

Finally in 2007, George and John
announced the completion of a book that
has since transformed the hobby. Authori-
tative Guide to Lionel’s Promotional Outfits,
1960-1969 featured detailed descriptions
of more than 800 promotional sets. Addi-
tionally, the 848-page hardbound book
contained hundreds of full-color photo-
graphs of the train sets that had puzzled
and intrigued collectors for so long.

Lionel enthusiasts moved rapidly to
buy copies of the book. Members of the
publishing industry honored the attractive
and easy-to-use guide with awards.

Project Roar Publishing LLC, lauded by
postwar collectors, moved forward by
bringing out additional in-depth studies of
Lionel, notably its postwar operating cars
and its various manufacturing sites. The
new volumes benefited from the trove of
original documents George and John had
acquired. Never before had the history of
Lionel been so thoroughly and insightfully
studied and analyzed.

A turning point for George came in 2001 with the purchase of loose-leaf binders packed with
sheets detailing the contents of cataloged, promotional, HO scale, and raceway outfits Lionel
had assembled between 1960 and 1966. Those documents made it possible for George and
John to publish Authoritative Guide to Lionel’s Promotional Outfits, 1960-1969 six years later.

Among the myriad Lionel items
George owns are other toys from
the 1960s. He has science kits,
such as the nos. 3229 Plastics
Engineering Mark IV and 3230
Refill Kit for molding plastics (he
added them because he owned a
plastics injection-molding firm
for 30 years) and HO raceways.
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Promotional outfits, which hobbyists commonly refer to as “uncataloged sets,” absolutely fascinate George and John. They tracked down the
only boxed example of a rare steam freight set from 1957 painted in colors that have led to collectors christening it the “Boy's Train,” as though
Lionel had planned a train to go with the 0-27 no. 1587S Lady Lionel decorated in pastel schemes.

Back to family

More than gratified by the response of the
toy train community to the new books,
George felt the need to evaluate where he
wanted to go next. He trusted his collec-
tion would continue to grow, especially as
he added examples of promotional outfits
and expressed interest in the HO scale
trains, assorted science sets, and slot cars
Lionel had once sold.

Little did George realize the positive
impact John and he were having on the
hobby. Even before they had published
their first book, people were expressing
gratitude about their choice to share the
trove of documents they had acquired.
The fact that a father was building a col-
lection with his son touched their peers.
The Schmids epitomized what hobby
giants from Joshua Cowen to A.C. Gilbert
to Richard Kughn believed about toy
trains uniting different generations.

Consequently, in 2004, when John Cox
decided to narrow down the phenomenal
collection he had built with his father,
Allison, he asked Ed Prendeville from
Train Collectors Warehouse to reach out
to George. To be specific, John hoped
George would buy one of the gems of the
Cox collection: the most complete exam-
ple of a heralded cataloged outfit Lionel
had conceived for the explicit purpose of
connecting fathers and sons.
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For 1960, Lionel packaged a Super O
freight train led by no. 2383 Santa Fe F3
cab units with an all-but-identical HO
train. Also included in the no. 2555W was
enough track and a trestle set to enable the
pair to run on loops one on top of the
other. So confident were executives about
the sales potential of the huge and expen-
sive set ($150), they put it on the cover of
the consumer catalog.

Another of George's rarities is this
Lionel no. 5767 “Take Me Along"
Valise Pack shown only in the
advance catalog for 1961. The HO
set featured the nos. 0642LT 2-4-2
steam engine and tender, 0337 op-
erating giraffe car, 0319 helicopter
launching car, and 0841 caboose,
plus track and a power pack.

" B LIONEL'G1

TRA&EH LAp
E -

Unfortunately for Lionel, the price tag
discouraged people from buying what was
nicknamed the “Twin Railroad Empire”
How many were packaged or even sold
remained mysteries. About all that collec-
tors knew 50 years later was that one pris-
tine example with all its original boxes and
available from the original owner was out
there to be admired.

George, grateful for all the help and




support John had provided over the years
and eager to express his appreciation of his
family, didn’t think twice. He was thrilled
to have the opportunity to acquire that
2555W. Nothing would please him more
than being able to get the best example of
the so-called “Father and Son Set”

A third treasure

After the nos. 2296W Canadian Pacific
passenger set and 2555W Super O and HO
Santa Fe freight trains, the third set
George prizes above the hundreds of oth-
ers in his superb collection comes from
the ranks of uncataloged items. He had
acquired many other such sets while pre-
paring to publish the massive volume on
promotional outfits from the 1960s. Prob-
ably every one of the grandest, largest, and
scarcest of those special sets became his.

However, the documents George and
John purchased didn’t cover the sets Lionel
developed for retailers and manufacturers
in the second half of the 1950s. Records
covering those many different promo-
tional outfits have yet to surface — and
believe me, George and John continue to
search for them tirelessly!

Yet among the uncataloged outfits from
the 1950s, one commands the most
intense interest. It's one filled with some
common models painted in uncommon

Engineering mock-ups and paint samples
once found in Lionel's archives stand out
among the unique models George owns.
Top: The mock-up of the no. 3434-50
poultry dispatch car from 1960: Red ver-
sion for the “Father and Son Set" never put
into production. Lionel substituted leftover
inventory of the 6434 non-operating car.

Bottom: These two F3 A units (numbered

XP-648) painted and lettered for the Union
Pacific, although magnificent, were never
put into production.

colors. The blue no. 2018 steam engine
and matching tender, along with the cyan
(aqua blue) no. 3494-150 Missouri Pacific
operating boxcar, rust no. 6456 Norfolk &
Western hopper, yellow no. 6462 New
York Central gondola, and yellow/orange
no. 6427 Lionel Lines porthole caboose,
suggested it was meant as a
counterpart to the cata-
loged Lady Lionel outfit.
Keep in mind that Lio-
nel painted components o

Nothing would
please him more
¢ than being able

Humbled by the offer, George moved
ahead, eager to enhance his incredible col-
lection with the greatest uncataloged outfit
of the postwar period while at the same
time expressing his love and respect for
John. The “Boy’s Train” acquired by
George pairs wonderfully with his “Father
and Son Set” in a scene possi-
ble only 60 years ago in the
sumptuous showroom that
Lionel had once maintained
in midtown Manhattan.

the 15878 in soft pastel to get the best

hues to deliberately aim the example of the so- Truly content

set at girls. By the same called “Father and Love for collecting postwar
token, the uncataloged set Son Set.” Lionel trains and various

mostly containing blue and
yellow components might
have been planned by the toy train maker
to appeal to boys. Therefore, the finest
example (and only one with a set box)
gained renown among postwar collectors
as the “Boy’s Train”

As occurred with the “Father and Son
Set,” the owner of the “Boy’s Train” had
noted the strong bond between George
and John as well as their enlightened atti-
tude regarding their research on promo-
tional outfits. It made sense to him to
approach the Schmids about buying the
“Boy’s Train,” because they were the right
people to own it.

other items keeps George
active in the hobby. He avidly
hunts for promotional outfits and original
Lionel documents, not to mention exam-
ples of the Canadian Pacific passenger set
he still holds in the highest esteem. He
simply enjoys owning and occasionally
running them.

George Schmid is a dedicated collector
who has achieved much more than he ever
expected in a hobby that has brought him
untold happiness. He has left a noteworthy
mark on it, and every postwar enthusiast is
truly in his debt. Most importantly, it has
enabled him to connect with his family in
every aspect.
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A car that drew

SHORT-TERM
INTEREST

Developing the no. 6050 Lionel Savings Bank

STORY BY ROGER CARP AND MARK STEPHENS © Photos by Mark Stephens

very model Lionel added to its
lineup during the postwar era has a
story behind its development. If
asked, engineers and sales execu-
tives could have explained how a new
locomotive was created and why a familiar
piece was decorated with a novel road
name or had a feature modified after that
item had been introduced.
Too bad so few of those stories were
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preserved. To learn about the majority of ~ car freight set) and offered it for separate

items, especially the most plentiful and sale at $4.95 ($42.85 in today’s dollars).

mundane, only documents survive: engi-

neering drawings, machine and tool Long history

records, and paint and stamping instruc- The advance catalog for 1961 erroneously

tions. Mock-ups, paint samples, and mod-  specified the 6050 as being 11" long. Why

els retained in the corporate archives can a copywriter made this mistake remained

also shed light on what was done. a mystery, as does why no one associated
The no. 6050 Lionel Savings Bank car with Lionel caught the error and then cor-

exemplifies those circumstances. We have  rected it when the consumer catalog was
only documents, including illustrationsin ~ done later that year.

Lionel’s advance catalog, to understand the The Lionel Savings Bank car really
development of the 6050, part of the cata-  measures 8%" long. That fact indicates it
loged line for 1961. Lionel put it in one was another of the short boxcars made

0-27 outfit (the no. 1643 “Sky Scout” four-  using tooling created back in 1948 for the

The no. 6050 Lionel Savings Bank car, a whimsical addition
for 1961, appeared in only one 0-27 outfit: the no. 1643
"Sky Scout.” The story behind the model's development
sheds light on how Lionel created new items. Set courtesy Joe
Algozzini; William Zuback photo

Engineers took the 8'2" long boxcar introduced in 1948 and
adapted it for a saving bank car by cutting a slot for coins in
its roof and adding graphics suggestive of a big city bank.



first of the so-called Scout sets occupying
the low end of the line.

The models lacked the most basic fea-
ture a boxcar could have to give kids
something to play with: doors that slide
open and closed so they can pretend to
load and unload cargo. Instead, the Scout
boxcars had non-opening double doors.

The no. X1004 launched the series in
1948. Its unpainted plastic shell came
heat-stamped with markings for Baby
Ruth candy on the right side. The keystone
herald used by the Pennsylvania RR was
on the left with technical data. Over the
ensuing eight years, the short boxcar went
on filling low-end sets, although its num-
ber changed to reflect modifications made
to its trucks and couplers.

New role
In 1956, the men at the helm realized the
simple boxcar could do more. Its blank
sides might serve as canvasses on which
businesses could promote their brands and
products in exchange for buying a quantity
of the new models negotiated with Lionel.

Using low-end cars manufactured
cheaply to bring in additional cash was a
brilliant maneuver devised by Vice Presi-
dent Alan Ginsburg and his assistant,
Ronald Saypol. They started with a boxcar
advertising Chun King Chinese Foods in
an uncataloged set. In 1957, Lionel ham-
mered out deals with Nabisco for a cata-
loged boxcar with Shredded Wheat graph-
ics and RCA Whirlpool electrical
appliances for a model packed in an
uncataloged set.

The idea of using short boxcars to
attract corporate sponsors continued for

the next few years. However, Lionel didn’t
abandon the 8'4"-long model as a member
of its line. In 1957, Lionel announced a
new 6014 car lettered for the St. Louis-San
Francisco Ry. (known as the Frisco) and
produced orange, red, and white versions.

Play value

By 1960 and ’61, marketing personnel had
concluded that youngsters wanted to do
more with their trains. Models whose sole
selling point was that they replicated what
kids saw on full-size railroads were losing
appeal. Children demanded to be amused.

Designers at Lionel responded with
imaginative and whimsical items with spe-
cial effects and eye-catching animations.
But what could they do with an item as
simple as the short boxcar with perma-
nently closed double doors?

A clever individual - sadly, unnamed in
the company’s records - figured out the
model could be transformed into a savings
bank by altering the mold to cut a slot into
the roof. Then thrifty children would be
encouraged to drop spare nickels and

Several different designs for the graphics on
the 6050 Lionel Savings Bank were suggest-
ed and eventually rejected. They included a
piggy bank as well as various features on the
facade and windows of the bank.

dimes inside the boxcar, presumably then
saving them to buy another train.

Potential graphics

While the tooling was modified to enable
production crews at Lionel’s plant to create
large quantities of the revised body shell,
engineers considered appropriate graphics
to be stamped on each side. Illustrations
augmented by a few words struck them as
essential, along with the model’s assigned
product number.

Preliminary artwork suggested com-
pany designers aimed to put the stately
facade of a typical bank on the panels to
the left of the doors. Its impressive appear-
ance ought to mimic ancient Greek archi-
tecture, with four elegant columns sup-
porting the pediment. The center would
show the two doors allowing entry.

The panels to the right of the doors
would reveal the interior. Initially, the
design presented by J. Mondino in Febru-
ary of 1961 consisted of a single teller’s
booth around which were signs related to
buying savings bonds and accumulating
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interest on deposits. Planned as well was
an illustration of a child’s piggy bank.

Virtually all those proposals ended up
being rejected in favor of artwork depict-
ing three booths. Above the black outlines
were stamped in red Savings, Teller, and
Xmas Club, exactly as people might see
when walking into their bank.

Advance catalog
Lionel released its advance catalog less
than a month after J. Mondino signed off

F THE FUTURE...WITH TWO

> BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER...
"'-_'-F THE MMEW SHERIFFE AN nuﬂ.nuu‘ CAR

NEW C

on his proposed artwork. Two depictions
of the 6050 appeared, one as a component
of set 1643 and the other way in the back
among separate-sale items.

Both examples came close to showing
the final graphics of a bank facade on the
left and three interior booths on the right
with text above them. The product name
and number were plainly evident, with not
a trace of additional data shown.

When manufactured, however, the Lio-
nel Savings Bank had “Built By / Lionel”

A mock-up of the Lionel Savings Bank car showed the final version of the graphics, along
with decaled lettering. This one-of-a-kind preliminary model did have “Built By Lionel."

The later and more common version of the 6050, on which the lettering had been altered
to “Blt By Lionel,” served as a production sample oddly set aside in September 1965.
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The consumer catalog Lionel released in the
late summer of 1961 accurately depicted
the decoration of the 6050 car. However,
the black ladder on the end was never
added to the body shell.

heat-stamped in red at the bottom of the
panel immediately to the right of the
doors. That decorative element stood out
in the full-color consumer catalog, as did
the smiling boy in a red-and-white shirt
shown dropping a coin into the car.

Changes and gone
Before too many examples had been deco-
rated, the stamp was changed to read “Blt
By / Lionel” The tooling for the body shell
Lionel had been using for its short boxcars
since 1948 then underwent minor altera-
tions. The flat walkway on the roof was
filled in, and the number of rivets on two
panels on the right side was reduced. The
latter modification was likely made to
facilitate stamping graphics.
Unfortunately for Lionel, the novelty of
a piggy bank on rails failed to win many
youngsters. Sales of the 6050 must have
been mediocre, because Lionel chose not
to bring it back for a second year. Instead,
languishing inventory was put into a vari-
ety of promotional outfits assembled for
retailers in 1962 and 1963. Oddly, a pro-
duction sample in the Lionel Archives was
dated 9-21-65. Was someone considering
returning the 6050 to the cataloged line?
Even if the Lionel Savings Bank played
at best a cameo role in the firm’s turbulent
history in the 1960s, documents related to
its design and decoration can tell us more
about how new items were developed.
They reinforce the point that Lionel’s engi-
neering and sales personnel never lost
their creativity and drive.

The authors thank Paul Ambrose and Ed
Prendeville for their help and insights.
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BUILT WITH THE
SPIRIT OF

STORY BY ROGER CARP © Photos by Bill Clark
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1 You can wager a week's pay -
that A.C. Gilbert wishes he had s F
" offered a gleaming S gauge model "g

of the Pennsylvania RR's GG1
electric in the postwar American
Flyer line. Bill Clark runs this
- ‘ marvel on his toy-like tribute to
his favorite brand. His cousin Bob
. L Clark used a prewar passenger car .
to create Clark Diner.

GILBER

Tradition shapes Bill Clark’s S gauge layout
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1 Operating accessories and rolling stock dominate the 9 x 20"2-foot S gauge
display Bill has constructed to fill most of his train room.

gauge layouts, like those
with toy trains of other
scales and gauges, vary dra-
matically in dimensions,
appearance, and operation.
A good number of them
strike observers as products
of tremendously skilled artists or techni-
cians with access to a range of new materi-
als and sophisticated methods of building.
Then there are the wonderful S gauge
railroads that run smoothly and elicit
smiles while hearkening back a generation
or two. They boast several loops of Ameri-
can Flyer track and multiple sidings to
accommodate operating cars. And acces-
sories from the postwar era dominate the
different scenes far more than do struc-
tures and landscaping. In fact, scenic
effects may be minimal and detailed build-
ings absent. Consider these layouts to have
been built in the spirit of Gilbert.
These traditional sorts of S gauge dis-
plays would have greatly pleased Mr. A.C.
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Gilbert. They would have

gratified as well other execu-

tives at the company, along

with its salesmen, engineers,

and factory supervisors.

One look at a layout such as

the 9 x 20%-foot railroad

developed by modeler Bill

Clark, and the men most

devoted to American Flyer would have
wished they might claim it as their own.

Knows it all

For a person to move beyond basic enjoy-
ment of an activity with the goal of mas-
tering its every facet is uncommon. Bill,
whose passion for American Flyer trains
can be traced to his infancy in the late
1940s, is one of those individuals. More
than being satisfied operating his roster of
postwar and modern locomotives, he has
pushed himself to gain the knowledge to
maintain and repair them. He has done
the same with the stations, loaders, and
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Over a lifetime of enjoying
Flyer trains, Bill Clark has
mastered the ins and outs
of operating these classics
and building a layout hear-
kening back to the 1950s.

signals he has bought
over the past 40 years.
In addition, Bill has

aimed to learn everything
about what the Gilbert Co. made. He has
scrutinized vintage catalogs and promo-
tional literature and studied a variety of
reference books and magazine articles.
There’s nothing about the Flyer line he
hasn’t expressed curiosity about.

Bill wanted to share his knowledge with
other S gauge enthusiasts. So he became a
regular contributor to the premier maga-
zine for members of that niche, S Gaugian.
For 10 years, right through the final issue
of that publication in 2019, Bill wrote the
authoritative column, “The Roundhouse.”
Readers admired the depth of his learning
and thanked him for sharing his expertise.
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Who cares how many main lines and spurs Bill laid on his homage to the A.C. Gilbert Co? His
delightful S gauge layout never feels crowded or boring. The numbered arrows correspond to
the numbers in each of the captioned photographs he has snapped.

Find your teachers

Of course, Bill will be the first to tell you
how great teachers have guided him along
the life-long journey he has taken with
American Flyer. Three men have shaped
his appreciation for S gauge modeling -
four, if you count old A.C. Gilbert himself.

Bill recalls first his dad bringing home
for Christmas of 1948 a Flyer no. 4607A
set with a no 312 Pennsylvania RR K5
4-6-2 Pacific and tender pulling four cars:
the nos. 625 tank car, 632 hopper, 633
boxcar, and 630 caboose.

The toy seemed magical to Bill, as did
the no. 577 whistling billboard he also saw.
As grateful as the three-year-old boy must
have been for this amazing gift, he quickly
realized his dad considered it his personal

El Bill appreciates modern S gauge production, such as these
Union Pacific SD70ACe road diesels put out by Lionel.

toy. Before long, though, Bill was asserting
control over the Flyer train.

Bill describes how his roster expanded
over the years with more rolling stock, a
slick no. 360/361 Santa Fe Alco PA diesel
combination, and a no. 689 station. The
father-and-son team built a 4 x 8 layout.

All the lessons about carpentry and
electricity Bill gleaned from his dad
remained engraved on his brain long after
he grew up and launched a career. At East-
ern Illinois University, he met his next
Flyer mentor. Eugene McFarland gladly
shared information about what Gilbert
had cataloged and how it ran. Bill felt
eager to return to a hobby he loved.

As the years passed and Bill welcomed
two children (Beth and Mike), his involve-
ment with American Flyer
grew stronger. Friends he
met while living near San
Francisco introduced Bill to
more of what Gilbert had
made and Lionel had
started to produce. They
also advised him to join the
Train Collectors Associa-
tion and attend the NorCal
trading get-togethers.

Another bit of advice
motivated Bill to subscribe
to S Gaugian. In its pages he
became familiar with his
third mentor, Don Heim-

lllustration by Kellie Jaeger

AT A GLANCE

Name: Bill Clark's S gauge layout
Dimensions: 9 x 20" feet

Track and switches: Gilbert Ameri-
can Flyer

Motive power: American Models,
Gilbert and Lionel American Flyer

Rolling stock: American Models,
Gilbert and Lionel American Flyer

Controls: American Flyer nos. 12B
(2), 30B (2) transformers with Lionel
FlyerChief and Legacy command
control

Accessories: Gilbert American Flyer,
Lionel, Marx

Structures: Gilbert American Flyer,
Holiday Time, Mini-Craft

burger, who had founded the magazine
and served as its editor. The information
filling its pages enriched Bill’s enjoyment
of his trains and inspired him to build.

Knowledge at work

Graduate education and professional
moves caused Bill to keep pulling up
stakes as the 1980s and *90s progressed.
Bill realized his knowledge was advancing
as steadily as his collection of postwar and
modern American Flyer was growing.
Sooner or later, he knew, he would build
his dream layout.
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The initial attempt came approximately
25 years ago during Bill’s self-described
“trial-and-error stage” He put to good use
everything he had read and observed
regarding benchwork and wiring, con-
structing a cool 6 x 10-foot two-rail
display easily rolled on casters. What
amounted to a train room actually was a
vacant space in the family’s garage high
enough Bill could park a car under it. Nice
beginning, though he envisioned more.

Much more, to be honest. Eventually,
Bill got what he had long hoped for. A
subsequent move led to a bigger house,
one with a spare room he could claim for
his trains. Mary was thrilled her husband
would be able to display his many Gilbert
and Lionel sets, along with the engines
and cars from American Models he had
been purchasing. Modern S gauge prod-
ucts left a positive mark on Bill.

Once adequate lighting had been added
and shelving had been put up on the walls,
Bill prepared to commence construction
on a fairly basic yet appealing tribute to
the best Gilbert had ever manufactured.
He imagined having a pair of 7 x 9-foot
tables connected by a much smaller one
measuring 6 inches by 4 feet.
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E1 An American Flyer no. 336 Union Pacific 4-8-4 Northern guides a long string of passenger
cars through the no. 754 double trestle bridge over the river Bill cleverly fashioned out of
aluminum foil and clear blue plastic wrapping material.

led by a Lionel American Flyer no. 48008 New Haven EP-5
electric will beat out the coal train for priority on the main line.

What Bill had in mind was something
out of the 1950s. Plenty of track, loads of
accessories, and few details would provide
opportunities to show others how much
fun a Flyer layout could be. The display
was going to be something visitors to the
Gilbert Hall of Science might have seen.

Accessible to all
When asked to summarize the look of the
layout in a few words, Bill will invariably

state it is something a 10-year-old kid
could execute. The pictures he took for
this exclusive article belie that description.
This is a model railroad more likely to
have been planned, built, and wired by a
very talented 16-year-old kid.

No disrespect is intended here. The
nature of Bill's layout — how you can imag-
ine creating something similar - is what
makes it both special and inspiring.

This experienced hobbyist deliberately
set out to build an S gauge display tradi-
tional in almost every aspect. Like many of
his peers, he wished to give it a toy-like
appearance that departs from and almost
contradicts the highly realistic and
detailed approach widespread among
model railroaders in all niches today.

The virtue of Bill's approach is that it
makes his layout accessible to every
observer. Folks who may never have built
one, maybe because what they’ve seen
intimidates or overwhelms them, should
feel comfortable with what Bill has done.
He has demonstrated that with the skills a
talented teenager could have acquired 60
years ago, you can create a meaningful and
entertaining S (or O) gauge layout.

Basic proof

Possibly the assertions
stated in the previous
paragraphs have failed to
dispel your doubts. Per-
haps the superb look of the
layout seems too good and
even professional. Let’s
break down Bill's work to
show how he pulled it off.

Consider the bench-
work. Just fundamental
tabletop standing 30
inches off the floor and
assembled using 2 x 4 lum-
ber and %2-inch-thick ply-
wood supported by cross
braces made out of 1 x 2
pieces. A novice can build
what Bill attests is so
sturdy and stable a person can walk over
or sit on it. And yes, he has done both!

Or the track. Bill chose to use the post-
war straights and curves he had been find-
ing for years at train shows. “This is what I
had as a boy and knew was the only way to
have a genuine American Flyer layout.
Same with the switches”

Bill interjected that, prior to screwing
the Gilbert track sections in place, he had
covered the plywood surface with green

@ EXCLUSIVE VIDEO
GO TO TRAINS.COM/CTT/VIDEOS



indoor/outdoor carpeting on sale at a local
home-improvement center. “It’s inexpen-
sive and looks great,” he said.

Any other tips? “Yes,” added Bill. “From
the same dealer I also bought white roof-
ing material that I cut and then placed
under the main lines and sidings to simu-
late ballast” There’s another way that sim-
plicity and cost influenced him.

Something new

Another noteworthy quality about Bill’s
layout reflects his understanding of what
animated Gilbert, both the man and the
business. To put it bluntly,
for all the homage paid to
the past (the track and acces-
sories, above all), Bill abso-
lutely refuses to neglect the
present. How the hobby has
improved, especially in
regard to technology, contin-
ues to intrigue him. Such a
fascination with change
reminds us of A.C. Gilbert
and Maury Romer, who
supervised production of the
train line.

Therefore, even though
Bill depends on classic post-
war transformers to power
the trains and accessories, he
has intelligently explored the
options command control
provides. He may operate
the dozens of vintage Flyer locomotives on
his roster strictly via the pair of no. 30B
transformers, but the contemporary
motive power from Lionel that Bill prizes
performs its best with that firm’s Flyer-
Chief and Legacy systems.

A similarly open attitude about modern
reissues of favorite operating accessories
from the 1940s and ’50s characterizes the
layout. Bill venerates the coal and log load-
ers manufactured at Gilbert’s legendary
plant in New Haven, Conn. He has an
example of each of them, plus all the other
innovative talking stations, baggage mov-
ers, and animated freight cars and plat-
forms made there. Nonetheless, he will be
the first to admit that some of the reissues
produced by Lionel and MTH have great
merit and shouldn’t be ignored.

Interest in and respect for current items
complements Bill understanding of what
elevated Gilbert in the marketplace when
he was a boy. The addition of key new-
comers to a wonderland of collectibles
broadens his homage to Gilbert.

[ Figures residing in Flyer Town crowd the street to admire
two of the treasures Bill owns. The no. 360/361 Santa Fe
Alcos feature chrome exteriors with the rare wire handrails
that were produced for only a few weeks in 1950.

Wrapping it up
At this stage, when discussion of the scen-
ery and structures may be fitting, Bill
shrugs his shoulders and confesses, “There
ism’t much to tell you.” After all, the land-
scaping on his layout boils down to a cou-
ple of the mountains cataloged in the Flyer
line and a river consisting of crinkled alu-
minum foil with clear blue plastic wrap-
ping paper on top. Nothing beyond what
was tried half a century ago.

For the assorted buildings, Bill has
made his way through American Flyer cat-
alogs over the past 40 years and gradually

acquired the wood and Masonite stations,
industries, residences, newsstands, and
more Mini-Craft made for Gilbert. He
avoids altering the antiques in any way.
Miniature automobiles, trucks, and
buses crowd the streets and highways.
They're either old die-cast metal items
found at train shows and antique malls or
recently produced versions of postwar
vehicles. Either way, they look great when
posed with the Plasticville trees and vin-
tage metal and plastic people and animals.

A bit more

Bill refers to himself in a self-effacing
manner as “just a toy train guy.” He feels
no urgency how to create forests from
scratch or add parts to S gauge locomo-
tives. Weathering and kitbashing are tasks
he diligently avoids, much preferring to
spend his time running trains and trouble-
shooting accessories.

Which is all well and good except that
it somehow misses the significance of
what this American Flyer advocate has
achieved. Bill has brilliantly designed and
carefully finished a display capturing what
made the Gilbert Co. a landmark producer
of model trains in America. He has done
so rather quickly yet without ever cutting
corners. His layout is one to inspire every-
one who loves Flyer.

American Flyer and Marx light towers illuminate the path being traveled by a streamlined
train with green-striped passenger cars led by a no. 475 Rocket Alco PA cab unit.
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. Weekend workshop

WITH JOHN HARTMAN

Modeling a logging switcher

Lionel’s no. 614 locomotive is the starting point for this project

MOST POSTWAR LIONEL OPER-
ATORS KNOW THE ODD SHAPE of
the no. 614 Alaska switcher, with dynamic
brakes and air tanks placed on top of the
shell. Few of us, however, know that the
design, as explained in Greenberg’s Repair
and Operating Manual For Lionel Trains
1945-1969, is based on a locomotive
owned by the Coos Bay Lumber Co. in
Oregon. As a resident of the Coos Bay
area, I've always taken a bit of pride in our
community’s connection to the Lionel
story and thought that tracking down the
prototype and modifying a Lionel locomo-
tive based on it might be a worthy project.

Then all the ingredients for this project
fell into place. A local antique shop had a
suitable no. 634 Santa Fe locomotive at a
bargain price. A computer upgrade gave
me renewed interest in researching the
Coos Bay Lumber Co., and a trip to the
local historical museum led to a few sur-
prising photos of the original locomotive.

Those images revealed, aside from
masking off some scalloped areas of the
shell, the project would be relatively sim-
ple, requiring only a few tools and some
paint, parts, and a set of decals.

Prepping the shell
First, remove the shell of the “donor” loco-
motive and sand the lettering off with
fine-grit sandpaper. Thoroughly wash the
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John Hartman has captured the look and spirit of Coos Bay Logging Co. locomotive no. 1201
in his project. Now his O gauge NW2 switcher is ready to haul logs and finished lumber.

body in warm water and dishwashing soap
to eliminate all skin oils. Do the same for
the no. 614-100 dynamic brakes.

After the parts have dried, spray the
brakes and shell with black primer - I
used Krylon. For best results, warm the
paint can in hot water before spraying. Be
sure you wear a painting mask and spray
in a well-ventilated area.

After the primer on the shell has cured
(24 hours and no chemical smell remain-
ing), mask an area on either side of the
nose for three scalloped stripes, like those
on the CBLC no. 1201. Due to modeling
and design limitations of the chassis and
shell, I didn't model the front striping on
the pilot, but I kept with the spirit of the
unit. Snug down the masking tape with

the point of a hobby knife to prevent paint
bleed-through. Also, mask off the front,
top, and back of the locomotive shell.

New paint
After masking, spray the shell with your
choice of paint. I used Rust-Oleum “Bright
Idea” yellow. Apply it lightly, repeating as
needed. Again, use a mask and spray in a
well-ventilated area. Then set the shell
aside to dry and cure thoroughly.

I had to make a decision regarding pro-
totype versus modeling reality. The white
lettering of the decals wouldn’t stand out
well against the yellow of my model, which
after it had dried I found too light. T used a
brush to add black to the nameplate areas
on the sides and black circles under the
cab windows to make the lettering and
CBLC logos more visible.

Since I couldn’t model the nose or pilot
striping due to design limitations, adding
black to the color scheme was not a proj-
ect breaker for me. If you do this project
using a darker, more “mustardy” yellow,
the black circles and nameplates may not
be necessary.

The Coos Bay Logging Co. owned a trio

of identical EMD SW1200 locomotives:

nos. 1201-1203. Here, 1202 poses for its
builder's photograph. All three units were
equipped with dynamic brakes and air tanks
on the hood.



Final details
After the paint has dried, remove all the
masking tape. Apply a light spray of clear
gloss sealer to prepare the area for decals
and then set the shell aside to dry.

It's now time to apply the decals. This
set, Microscale no. 87-8, conveniently has
Coos Bay Logging Co. decals that can be
adapted for use.

The round logos go under the cab win-
dows in the black-painted circles, similar
to the prototype. The full-name decals go
on the nameplates along the sides.

I made a pair of number boards to go
atop the hood by cutting two %" x %"
pieces of scrap plastic and brush-painting
them black.

I also cut four small lengths of tooth-
picks to serve as the supports for the num-
ber boards. Styrene sprue can be used as
well. Two should be slightly shorter than
the others. Paint these black, as well.

When everything has dried, apply
appropriately sized numbers. The Coos
Bay Logging Co. had three units: nos.
1201, 1202, and 1203. Since 1201 is easier
to cut numbers for than the others, I opted
for it. At this time also cut numbers and
apply underneath the cab window decals.

Attach all the number boards to the

ALSSLA RAILEGAD

toothpick pieces with your cyanoacrylate
adhesive (CA) so the larger pieces will
serve as the back bracing. Attach the com-
pleted number boards to the locomotive,
as shown in the prototype photo.

Using a motor tool or a pin vise plus an
appropriately sized drill bit, drill two holes
for the air horns on the cab roof. Paint two
Lionel no. 50-100 horns black. Allow them
to dry, and apply them to the cab roof.

If you like, apply a black permanent
marker or brushed paint to the reverse-
unit lever sticking out of the hood to make
it less noticeable.

The shell can be mounted on the chas-
sis. Our CBLC 1201, capturing the spirit of
the original, can now be coupled to a drag
of log cars, hauling prime Douglas fir and
cedar from forests near the town of Powers
into Coos Bay. As we say here on Oregon’s
South Coast, “Now we're loggin’!”

Still working
As for the original 1201, the Coos Bay
Logging Co. was bought by Georgia
Pacific, which stopped hauling logs by rail
into Coos Bay in 1970. It was sold to a log-
ging company in British Columbia, where,
at last reports, it’s still operating under a
different road name and colors.

MATERIALS LIST

Krylon flat black primer spray

paint

Krylon glossy clear spray paint

Lionel no. 50-100 gang car
ornamental metal horn (2)

Lionel no. 600-series NW2
diesel switcher shell

Lionel no. 614-100 dynamic
brakes

Microscale decal set no. 87-8
HO assorted logging com-
pany steam locomotives

Rust-Oleum "Bright Idea” yel-
low spray paint (or darker, as
noted in article)

TOOLS

Hobby knife

Masking tape

Motor tool or pin vise and
small drill bits

Round-style toothpicks

Scissors

Scrap plastic for number
boards

Small hobby paintbrush

Small screwdriver

Lionel made a model inspired by the Coos Bay Lumber Co. SW1200.
The no. 614 has the dynamic brakes and hood-mounted air tanks.

A coat of sprayed primer provides a good base for the rest of the new
CBLC-inspired livery. Black or gray work equally well.

On this project, the starting point is a Lionel no. 634 NW2 diesel
switcher. Sanding off the numbers and letters is the first step.

Mask the top of the unit before spraying the yellow paint. Make sure
your masking tape is snug and doesn't allow bleed-through.
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SPOTLIGHT ON
MARX DIESELS

FROM FAIRBANKS-MORSE

Colorful lithographed engines
brighten O gauge layouts

STORY AND PHOTOS BY ROBERT WENDT

Louis Marx & Co. made O gauge
models of Fairbanks-Morse die-
sels known for their lithographed
details. Of the three road names
Marx chose - Kansas City
Southern, Monon, and Seaboard
- only the first actually owned
the full-size cab units.




he models of Fairbanks-
Morse diesels cataloged by
Louis Marx & Co. in the
middle 1950s were “classic
toy trains” Their appearance
and construction captured
the imagination of their tar-
get audience - kids who wanted to play
with trains. Their price point (a fraction of
what Lionel and American Flyer charged
for their diesels) pleased parents, espe-
cially those with tight budgets shopping at
variety stores and mail-order houses.

The Marx diesels were toys and not
scale models. Faithfulness to prototype in
appearance or operation wasn't a factor in
their design. They were built to be played
with - and played with they were. No
wonder there are relatively few “like new”
or “mint” examples today. Some kids who
ran those diesels were so smitten by them
they became lifelong model railroaders.

The prototype
Fairbanks, Morse & Co., started as an
engine builder for the U.S. Navy with its
opposed-piston diesel power plants first
developed in the early 1930s. By 1944, the
firm had entered the locomotive business.

The matching unpowered B units typically were equipped with two-wheel trucks. However,
as seen on the Monon model at the far left, some did come with four-wheel trucks. Seaboard
models had two-wheel trucks and remain the scarcest of the three road names.

Officials there believed success in the
locomotive field would come if they could
produce a successful road cab engine.
Fairbanks-Morse retained the services
of renowned industrial designer Raymond
Loewy to create a visually impressive body
for a locomotive. Unfortunately, the firm
lacked the shop capacity to produce the
locomotives itself, so they were contracted
out to General Electric’s plant in Erie, Pa.

Therefore, the first Fairbanks-Morse
cab engine was dubbed the “Erie-Built”
when it made its debut in 1945. A total of
111 of them were produced. Of the three
road names Marx used on their models,
only the Kansas City Southern actually
had a prototype counterpart.

—

—




These three Seaboard A units exemplify the

range of models Marx made available, namely

equipped with a metal side-plate double-
reduction gear motor equipped with thin
flanges (top center) a windup mechanism
(lower left), and without any sort of powering
unit (lower right).

Powered models

Marx introduced its sheet-metal models of

the Fairbanks-Morse diesel in the middle
1950s. The no. 54 Kansas City Southern A
unit was available between 1956 and ’60.
The no. 81 Monon A unit was available
between 1955 and °59. The no. 4000 Sea-
board A unit was available between 1955
and ’62. In addition, Marx intermittently
made B units decorated to match each of
the A units during the same period.

The A units were the only powered
ones. They used one of three Marx motors.

The most common motor was the stan-
dard metal side-plate, single-reduction
gear motor equipped with thick geared
flanges. Marx used that type throughout
its lineup of four-wheel locomotives.
Those thick flanges limited the units to
layouts using Marx or similar switches.

The next most common motor was the
metal side-plate double-reduction gear
motor equipped with thin flanges. Marx
used that second type on many of its four-
wheel locomotives.

The final motor was a low-end fiber
side-plate, two-wheel motor with small
wheels characterized by a geared flange.

The all-metal four-wheel motors
enabled their locomotive to pull a train
consisting of as many as 10 or even more
pieces of Marx rolling stock. Engines on
which the third type of motor had been
installed lacked the power to pull more
than two or three cars, depending on the
cars’ weight and rolling friction.
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Just about every youngster who was operating a Marx Fairbanks-Morse “Erie-built” diesel
would have wanted the caboose matching his or her locomotive.

Windup models
Marx also equipped some of the Seaboard
models, along with a few Monon models,
with windup mechanisms. They tended to
be the same mechanism Marx used in
nearly all of its clockwork locomotives,
both steam and diesel.

Those mechanisms were the “bell
ringer” type that sounded continuously
while running. Diesels equipped with such
a mechanism could be distinguished from
their electric-powered counterparts by the
start/stop level protruding from the roof,
an open porthole for inserting the key, and
the absence of a plastic headlight lens.

B units and cabooses
The unpowered B-units for all three rail-
roads came in a four-wheel version with
lithographed trucks to match the A units.
The Kansas City Southern and Monon B
units could also be an eight-wheel version
using two standard freight cars trucks.
That version had an automatic coupler at
one end and a hook coupler at the other.

Attractive additions to the Marx roster
were the lithographed cabooses decorated
to match the A and B units. Kansas City
Southern, Monon, and Seaboard cabooses
could be 6-inch models; the first two road
names were also found as 7-inch models a
bit more angular in appearance.

A bit more
Most if not all of the Marx models of Fair-
banks-Morse diesels were available when
new only as the motive power of train sets.
Both electric and windup versions headed
several freight trains as well as at least two
passenger sets. Some sets included an
unpowered A or B unit as well as three or
four 6-inch or 7-inch cars.

Finally, anyone looking to add one or
all the A and B units and maybe the
cabooses to their collection should check
out train shows as well as Internet auction
sites. Prices will vary, depending the con-
dition of the model and its relative scar-
city. But their beauty and nostalgic value
make them all worth owning.



LIONEL MARKS 100 YEARS OF

Train Master set recalls American freedom

STORY BY DR. C.
THOMAS SOMMA

he Statue of Lib-
erty has inspired
countless dreams
in the hearts of
immigrants to the U.S.
since October 1886, when
that gift from the people
of France to the U.S. was
dedicated to mark the cen-
tennial of the signing of
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Toy train enthu-
siasts know the monumen-
tal copper statue inspired a
great-looking but often
overlooked diesel freight
set from Lionel in 1986.
The tale behind the
unnumbered “Miss Liberty”
Jersey Central Commemo-
rative set began in May of
1982, when President Ron-

ald Reagan appointed Lee Tacocca, chair of =~ The unnumbered “Miss Liberty” Jersey Central Commemorative set stood out in the catalog
Lionel issued for 1986. The matching Train Master road diesel, boxcar, and extended-vision
caboose honored the Central RR of New Jersey, which incorporated imagery of the Statue of
Liberty into the herald it plastered across its locomotives and rolling stock.

the Chrysler Corp., to head up an effort to
restore the statue, whose copper skin and
interior iron structure had deteriorated
due to time and weather. At a cost of $87
million, workers replaced the skin and
repaired the interior skeleton.

To raise additional funds, the Stroh
Brewery Co. of Detroit sponsored a Run
for Liberty IT on October 12, 1985. All fin-

THE NEAR-SCALE BOXCAR GLEAMED WITH ITS

Commemorative set. It had the nos. 8687
Fairbanks-Morse Train Master locomo-
tive, 7404 boxcar, and 6917 extended-
vision caboose, all painted dark green and
lettered for the Central RR of New Jersey.
The Train
Master was a

SPECIAL MARKINGS AND LADY LIBERTY HERALD. D rugged and

powerful engine

ishers received a medal made from the
original copper skin and placed in a sealed
case with a certificate of authenticity.

On July 5, 1986, the newly restored
Statue of Liberty was reopened to the pub-
lic during Liberty Weekend, which cele-
brated its centennial. Lionel acknowledged
the event by releasing the Jersey Central

equipped with a
pair of Pullmor motors as well as Magne-
Traction. The road diesel featured operat-
ing headlights at both ends, illuminated
number plates, metal wheels and trucks, a
sheet-metal chassis, and self-centering
operating couplers at both ends. The
transformer-controlled diesel operated
in forward, neutral, and reverse.

The near-scale boxcar gleamed with its
special markings and Lady Liberty herald.
Lionel added with metal wheels, operating
knuckle couplers, and opening doors.

Pulling up the rear was the extended-
vision caboose. The model, which came
with die-cast metal trucks and wheels as
well as operating knuckle couplers at both
ends, looked great running in the dark,
thanks to its interior illumination.

The Jersey Central Commemorative set
still wins applause, despite being cataloged
for only one year. Hobbyists whose ances-
tors came to America from Europe and
sailed past the Statue of Liberty have deep
feelings for the O gauge train, which Lio-
nel vowed “will become part of our mem-
ories of the Year of Miss Liberty”
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Product reviews

WITH THE CTT STAFF

A new horse In the race:

?

Menard’s tests its Santa Fe F3 on the O gauge market

ere’s a bold idea: Ask some 200
H people to take a chance on a new

product, test it on their three-rail
layouts, and then report what the maker
got right — and more importantly, wrong.
It's something I've never heard being done
in model railroading.

But that's what Midwest-based home-
improvement chain Menards has done,
releasing an O gauge Santa Fe F3 diesel.
The market was certainly interested: The
entire run, offered only on the company’s
website, sold out in three hours.

I'll rate this as the biggest toy train
news story of the year, beating out both
the redistribution of the MTH Electric
Trains product line and MTH continuing
to make trains. The buzz on this product
has been huge despite its limited release.

A disclaimer: This is not a review. We
are treating this model as a test shot with
the assumption Menards is soliciting feed-
back to improve it for future production.

What is it?

This is a very good representation of an
Electro Motive Division (EMD) cab unit.
Menards markets it as an F3, a satisfactory
designation for most of the hobby. After
all, it is a toy train, offered at a wallet-
friendly retail price of $146.06.

Rivet counters will, however, notice the
fuel and water tanks under the midsection
and the steam generator exhaust on the
roof. These details possibly out the model
as a passenger-hauling EMD FP7 or -9.
Whatever it's designated, it works for me!

The O gauge model features sound and
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lights, and it is controlled with a battery-
powered handheld remote. An operator
must also have a standard variable AC
transformer hooked to the track.

Apply power with the transformer, and
the model wakes up with a hearty diesel
rumble. Turn on the controller, and it
syncs with the locomotive and responds to
your commands. Simple and functional!

While incompatible with Lionel or
MTH controls, the Menards F3 probably
can be run independently with other com-
mand-equipped power on any line using
18 volts for track power.

The details

The locomotive has the familiar EMD
bulldog nose capped with a bright head-
light. The sides of the cab have really nice




cast-in detailing for handrails, rivets, steps,
and a sand filler cap. I was particularly
pleased to see three neatly painted silver
kick plates below the cast-in door and a
pair of chrome horns adorning the roof.

Painting and decoration are great, and
the Santa Fe livery is well executed. The
lines between the silver to black to yellow
to red are as sharp as it gets.

There’s a gap in the warbonnet paint
where the louvers are, which some users
have pointed out as non-prototypical. Yet
photos of Santa Fe locomotives do exist
showing stripes painted over the louvers
and others with a gap. At any rate, it won't
stop me from buying this model.

There are cast-in grab irons over the
rear trucks and at the spot for the hostler
controls. There are stirrups for crewmen
to access both spots, on the frame and on
the rear truck. Both are sturdy metal.

Down below, the trucks are good ren-
derings of the Blomberg units that were
standard on EMD’s F-series. They are die-
cast metal with separate crew access stir-
rups attached. Both sets have thumbtack-
style operating couplers. These functioned
well and held nice and secure! The front-
and rear-most sets of wheels are equipped
with traction tires. Oh and please be aware
the locomotive frame is metal.

The control
The remote takes three AAA batteries and
fits comfortably in adult- or child-sized
hands. The front has the Santa Fe oval, the
locomotive number, and a stylized “MRR”
for Menards Railroad. The battery door
has a photo of Jack the German shepherd.
A possible glitch: some operators have
reported needing to tweak the metal strips
to get good contact with the batteries. This
fix is easily done with a pair of needle-
nose pliers or a flat-blade screwdriver
before the batteries are inserted in place.
A rotary knob controls forward and
reverse movement as well as speed. There
are buttons for activating the locomotive’s
bell and horn, along with the crew talk.
The diesel engine sound is constantly on.
Its level as well as the rest of the sounds

O gauge Santa Fe F3
test sample by Menards

Price: UNAVAILABLE FROM MANUFAC-
TURER, original price $146.06 (no.
279-3945)

Features: O gauge operation, two can-
style motors, front and rear couplers,
directional lighting, locomotive and
crew sounds, bell and horn, handheld
remote controller

Low speed: 16.6 scale mph

High speed: 46.4 smph

Drawbar pull: 1 pound, 7 ounces
Test sample road name: Santa Fe

can be controlled by a volume wheel on
the side, all the way down to nothing.

Operators must apply track power
before anything happens, as is the case
with other manufacturers’ control systems.
Since there are no instructions with the
model, I first cranked it up to 18 volts and
got the locomotive rolling. After testing
several power settings, I found the F3
needs at least 8 volts to run smoothly.

While the locomotive runs well, start-
ing and stopping are abrupt. This may be
attributable to the absence of flywheels on
the can motors mounted on each truck.

Here’s a tip to protect the engine from
the kids or grandchildren: Set your trans-
former speed below 18 volts. It sets a
“max” speed the youngsters can’t exceed
with the handheld unit.

Hats off to the maker

Competition is good, and Menards has
shown it’s a player in model railroading.
The company gets high marks for basically
saying, “Test the heck out of these and tell
us what you think” But be reminded
there’s no guarantee this project will move
forward. If it does, the production models
may be at a different price point.

Only after user feedback is in and an
analysis is made of what changes should
be done, will the ball start to roll. At best,
we may see something in 12 months. But
from my hands-on experience, it will cer-
tainly be worth the wait! — Bob Keller

An expanded First Look is available at

Trains.com/CTT. Members can see the
Menards F3 run on Bob’s Train Box 72.
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Overlooked player

O gauge Soo Line 4-6-0 by Lionel

hen Classic Toy Trains Editor Hal
WMiller told me next up for review

was a 4-6-0 steam locomotive, I
remember scrunching up my eyebrows.
My first thought was that it would be a
frilly Ten-Wheeler worthy of an episode of
the old Petticoat Junction or Gunsmoke TV
series. I mean the wheel arrangement
arrived in the U.S. in 1847, so my first
mental image was of something with a
diamond- or maybe cabbage smokestack
from what I consider the boring phase of
American railroading.

Hundreds of Ten-Wheelers were built
for North American railroads and were
found to be solid, utilitarian locomotives
good for freight or passenger service. They
were so plentiful that a good number of
them have been preserved.

I did a quick check and found nearly 80
standard gauge 4-6-0s still exist (most in
museums or public displays). That num-
ber grows larger if you include narrow
gauge engines. Of note, our test sample,
Soo Line no. 2645, still exists. The actual
locomotive is one of four of the type
located at the Mid-Continent Railway
Museum in North Freedom, Wis.

Opening the box

When I opened the box, I actually did
exclaim, “Oh, my!” The Lionel O gauge
model looked at first impression to be a

58 Classic Toy Trains * November 2021

fair rendition of a New York Central F12-
class 4-6-0, built in the early 1900s. Some
were in branchline service into the early
1950s. But rest assured, there is no Cen-
tral-bias here; it’s simply a clean, func-
tional, and utilitarian design.

There were no frills and no tourist rail-
roading gewgaws — just a nice, industrial-
looking appearance that would fit in well
from the 1930s to the end of steam!

Legacy Soo Line 4-6-0
by Lionel
Price: $749.99 (no. 2131100)

Features: 0-31 operation; can-style
motor; remote coupler on tender; smoke
unit; control via conventional, TrainMas-
ter, Legacy, LionChief, or Lionel app
TrainMaster/Legacy command systems,
conventional, command, or app control

Low speed (Cmd): 4.1 scale mph
Low speed (Conv) 7.4 smph

High speed: 52.3 smph

Drawbar pull: 1 pound, 10 ounces

Current production road names: Boston
& Maine, Canadian Pacific, New York
Central, Reading & Northern, Rutland,
Soo, Southern Ry., and Texas & Pacific

Checking out the details

Up front, the pilot has a non-functional
scale coupler mounted above the pilot; a
chain attaches it to the uncoupler arm.
The pilot deck has two supports connect-
ing to the smokebox, and the surface has a
cast-in safety tread pattern.

The smokebox has deep rivet texture,
and the access hatch has good bolt detail.
There’s a nifty headlight in the center of
the smokebox with illuminated number
boards on the sides and non-illuminated
ones above and below.

On top of the smokebox are illumi-
nated classification lights and add-on
handrails running the length of the boiler.
You may not notice it at first, but both
sides of the smokebox have a round build-
er’s plate. Many models that have this
detail tint it in a contrasting color. This
model’s plate is gray, matching the smoke-
box. The boiler is painted black.

Along the top of the boiler is a sand
dome with cast-in lines running toward
the track. Next are an add-on bell, a sand
dome, and pop-off valves. The sides have
boiler bands and cast-in steps. The run-
ning boards are smooth. Below them on
the engineer’s side, you'll find the main air
reservoir, while on the fireman’s side you'll
see add-on air compressors.

The firebox (where the magic happens
in a steam engine) is just ahead of the cab



and below the boiler; it’s painted gray.
There’s ample rivet detail cast into it.

The cab is a gem. It dawned on me that
some of the recent O gauge steamers I've
operated have tenders so large, and cou-
pled so close to the cab that some of the
interior details were hard to see. Not so
with this Ten-Wheeler.

The cab has front and rear windows for
the crew. The “office” is illuminated, and
you'll observe two crew figures at their
posts. There are two “closed” plastic four-
pane windows and “open” windows by
both crewmen. There are add-on wire
grab irons on the corners of the cab.

The locomotive backhead is terrific:
The gauge faces are painted white, while
the valve handles are painted red. There
are twin firebox doors. When the model is

powered up, you get a nice flickering fire-
box glow. The tender is low enough that
you can see and enjoy these details when
the engine is standing still or running by.

The tender is a compact four-axle
model. It has handrails on all four corners
and a cast-in coal load. There’s a non-
opening water hatch behind the coal bun-
ker. A continuous handrail runs around
the top of the deck. The rear of the tender
has an operating coupler just below the
rear deck. There’s an add-on ladder as well
as twin grab irons on the deck. The tender
has no backup light.

The paint and decoration are expertly
applied. The finish is satin soft, and the
Soo Line’s so-called dollar sign herald and
assorted numbers, such as the “8,000
GALS.” on the tender are clear and crisp.

On the test track
The model performed very well. Syncing
with Lionel’s app was smooth, and the
startup sounds were great. Smoke output
was prodigious, and the bell and whistle
sounds were great.

After setting up the loco-
motive on the track I
connected it to an
18-car freight. It dug
right in and had such
a steady speed I
could time the laps
and it would match
every time.

I did notice one
quirk using the app.
Reaction time was
about a second or two

longer than I had recently experienced.
This wasn't really a problem, but I did
have a freight car coupler failure and the
engine took off on an O-72 curve. It also
took a tad longer to begin to slow than

I'd have hoped. Hey, the engine is a loaner,
so I didn’t want it to leave the table the
hard way!

I enjoy the creaking metal sounds I got
when the model was running at low
speeds. You really get the idea this is a
piece of machinery that consumes a bit of
itself with each run. Very cool.

The performance numbers were very
good. Our low speed was 4.1 scale miles
per hour in command mode and 7.4 smph
with conventional throttle control. The
high-speed was 52.3 smph.

The range is good for either freight or
passenger traffic on your line!

One for the books
There you have it! A historic wheel

arrangement (you may recall, the ill-fated
Casey Jones commanded a 4-6-0) in its
most “modern” incarnation that
served until the end of
steam. The choice of liv-
eries available should
appeal to operators in

any region! — Bob

Locomotive courtesy
of Sommerfeld’s
Trains ¢ Hobbies,
Butler, Wis.
Members can see video
of the model in action
on Trains.com/CTT
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FLEET FILLERS

whose heritage was associ-
ated with hauling livestock,
say the Union Pacific.

At any rate, the 6356 is
a near-scale model. Lionel
painted the body yellow and
equipped the car with bar-end

LIONEL NO. 6356 STOCKCAR

it had two decks, each with its
own door for unloading (the
model has only one deck).
The odd thing was, Lionel
decorated the 6356 for the
New York Central. While the
NYC had stockcars, it remains
a mystery why the toy train
maker didn't choose a railroad

Stockcars are among the
types of rolling stock some
railroads had a lot of. When it
was time to move livestock to
market, railroads would often
make up entire trains of these
or string together long blocks
of them in their speediest
freight trains. Since they were
dealing with live animals, it
was imperative they move as
quickly as possible.

0O and S gauge models of

Variations include rubber-
and heat-stamped versions
with different lettering sizes.

As with many postwar cars,

trucks with magnetic couplers.

examples with original boxes
can exceed the $25 limit for
Fleet Filler inclusion. However,
used examples of the 6356 in
reasonable shape (remember,
these are cars transporting
livestock, after all) without
their packaging can be had
for $15-$25 at swap meets, in
online auctions, and at hobby
stores dealing in used toy
trains. — Hal Miller

'
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e
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stockcars were made. Lionel
released its no. 6356 in 1954
and cataloged it again the next

|

year. It represented a car that

hauled smaller animals, such
as pigs and sheep. To maxi-
mize the number it could carry,

Toy Train Layouts for Small Spaces contains 20 articles
about compact layouts, 8 pages of track plans, and 4
pages of photos of great small layouts. Almost anywhere
is a good place for a layout, so find inspiration for the
perfect place for your next layout!

|

i This 100-page special issue includes:

‘ + Building a 4 x 8-foot O gauge layout in the corner of
a living room.

« Building a portable 6 x 10-foot S gauge Iayout ina
two-car garage.

« Building simple tabletop benchwork.

« And much more!

FREE SHIPPING!

Order Your Copy Today at

TOY TRAIN LAYOUTS H

‘SMALL |
SPACES '

KalmbachHobbyStore.com/CT15

Sales tax where applicable. Free standard shipping to US addresses only.
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2022 EDITION

s New Prices &
LIONEL (©) “Expanded Listings!

TR AINS POCKET PRICE GUIDE
1901-2022

Updated & Revised
NEW 2022 Edition!

Get the all-new edition of the go-to source for accurate and current toy train market
value information! The Lionel® Pocket Price Guide is back with updated pricing in a
comprehensive, easy-to-read format for O and standard gauge train listings.

Featuring the latest prices on Lionel® products for over 120 years of production, The
Lionel® Trains Pocket Price Guide 1901-2022 is packed with:

« The lastest market values for prewar, postwar, modern, and tinplate trains, as well
as postwar boxes and sets.

« Easy-to-read pages that allow collectors to record prices inside the book.

- Identification and evaluation tips.

« And much more!

Don’t miss out - Get this essential guide today!

Order Your Copy Today at

KalmbachHobbyStore.com/Lionel22

Sales tax where applicable.




)
U
i
()
)
)
'S
| -
s
£
¢V]
| -
.
O
)

Arkansas Traveler Hobbies

Located in the heart of Bald Knob
Visit our 105 year old 1915 MoPac Depot,
End Regional Rail Museum

400 Market Street « Bald Knob, AR 72010
501-RAILFAN (724-5326) or 870-692-8273
athtrains@yahoo.com

8 inch Bronze
Train Bell
$649 plus shipping
Hobo Junction

215-806-0078

__d

crushed Granite BALLAST

Dennis Brennan says,

“It ain’t chicken grit!” Ij
Brennan’s Model Railroading
P.0. Box 520174 Independence, MO 64052 e (816) 252-4605

www.brennansmodelrr.com

MODEL RAIL SCENES

CUSTOM LAYOUTS
& BUILDINGS

207-564-0705

www.raildesignservices.com

Design model railroad layouts in any scale or revamp any
existing track plan to suit your specific requirements. Original
railroad logos and signs. Custom structure and car building .
.Let us bn.ng your dream jrllroad PMHT- "‘,'»h

"‘3‘ .-_j .':?1... i

I'.' L

JACCURATE;

AUTHENTIC, PROFESSIONAL

= b ! RY d
L&L Model Train Restoration Co.
www.LenCarparelli.com
1 Orient Way, Suite F-348, Rutherford, NJ 07070 e (201) 438-1266
Visit our website to download our free catalog.

Watch
Classic Toy Trains

on You[/Li:
youtube.com/classictoytrains
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ChooChooAuctions.com

The premier site for serious train collectors,
whether you are buying or selling!

Easy to use. Friendly, fast, and fun.
Please stop by and say hi!

every day!
www.choochooauctions.com

N\

EEH KSHIRE | Lionel®, MTH Trains®
—— & All Scale Sales,
25 TRAINS Factory Trained

209 Rosemont Gdn
Lexington, KY 40503
859-694-8144

www.berkshiretrains.com

Service Genter, Sales/
Consignment Services

Pre-War f Pcst—War Parts
b (OLLECTOR COLDR PAINT

Model Engineering Works « _
128 SOUTH LINE STREET LANSDALE, PA 19446
WWW.HENNINGSTRAINS.COM

Beaverton Milestone

Train repair, Restore, & Customizing
Check us out on Facebook
@Beavertonmilestonecustoms
Or call

1-989-313-0545

Beavertonmilestone@gmail.com

All brands & scales...

TRAINS & MORE, LLC

AF TRAINS & PARTS
AFCC, NASG, TCA, TTCS & TT0S

P.0. Box 1751 - Manchester, CT 06045-1751
860-432-2124 - trainsmore@aol.com
www.trainsmore.com

“Your S-Gauge
Specialists !”

ON-LINE AMERICAN
FLYER PARTS CATALOG

Port Lines

HOBBY

www.portlines.com

doug@portlines.com
(978) 465-8798

AF, Lionel, MTH, Am. Models,
& other S-gauge products!

TK

TRAINS

Visit us online for great savings!

www.tandkhobby.com
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DHviaion of Studio £
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a Fails u 14304

Products built in the USA, to Iast Generations!
Visit our website and see why so many customers
Choose Our Products Over the Competition g
www.millhouseriverstudio.com

(716) S30-52 67 e

LIONEL-TYPE

2,3,4,5 and 6-WIRE

FLAT CABLE

NEW
contact
info

When contacting
advertisers, mention
you saw their ad in

magazine!




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

This section is open to anyone who wants to sell or buy toy trains
merchandise. CLASSIC TOY TRAINS reserves the right to edit
undesirable copy or to refuse listing.

Word Rate per issue: 1 insertion — $1.06 per word, 3 insertions — $1.00
per word, 6 insertions — 92¢ per word. $35 minimum order per issue.
Payment must accompany the ad. To receive the discount you must order
and prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers,
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-4 or K4’s), names, address number, street
number each as one word. Example: R. Meister, 400 E Depot Ave.,
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 8 words.

Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word maximum). Ads will contain the
following information about the event: state, city, sponsoring organization
and name of event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times,
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email of person to

Events

CA, CARMICHAEL (SACRAMENTO):
TTOS-Sacramento Valley Division River City Toy Train Meet.
Saturday, November 13, 2021, 10am-3pm. Carmichael Elks
Lodge, 5631 Cypress Ave., Carmichael, CA 95608.
All gauges — all ages! Admission: $5 per adult or child over 12.
Children 12 or under, free with adult. Food and refreshments.
Free parking. Contact: John DeHaan, 707-483-9053

CA, SAN MATEO: Flyer Fest West sponsored by the Golden
Gate American Flyer Club. Par 3 at the Lodge at Popular Creek,
1700 Coyote Point Dr. Sunday, November 21st. 10am-3pm.
Admission $15, under 18 FREE. S gauge train sales and
operating layouts. Contact Paul Guaraglia, 510-677-4062,
info@ggafc.org or Web www.ggafc.org Free parking, door prizes.

CO, LOVELAND: Rocky Mountain Train Show
November 27 & 28, 2021. The Ranch Complex, 5280
Arena Circle, Loveland, CO 80538. Saturday, 9am-5pm, Sunday
9am-3pm. 200+ sales tables, 50+ vendors, operating layouts,
model trains of all scales. Admission $8.00, under 12 free. Free
parking. 303-364 0274 www.RockyMountainTrainShow.com
Information@RockyMountainTrainShow.com

contact for information. Name, daytime telephone number and street
address of the person providing the information is also required but need
not be included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Additional months
are available at the $45 per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).

All copy is set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized to
ensure accuracy.

For CTT’s private records, please furnish a telephone number and when
using a P.0. Box in your ad, a street address.

SEND YOUR ADS TO: Classic Toy Trains — Classified Advertising
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.0. Box 1612 Waukesha, WI 53187-1612
888 558-1544 Ext. 551 Fax: 262-796-0126

E-mail: classads@kalmbach.com

Events (cont.)

NJ, BRICK: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The Brick
Train Show. Elks Lodge, 2491 Hooper Avenue, Brick, NJ 08723.
Sunday, November 7, 2021, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00;
under 10 free with adult. John Lalima 732-845-5966. Go to
www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and click on The Brick Show.

NY, LINDENHURST: Northern Spur Model Train/Diecast
Vehicles/Toy Meet. Firemen's Memorial Park, 555 Heiling Blvd.
(north off of Hartford St.) November 7, 2021, January 2, 2022,
February 20, 2022, March 20, 2022 and September 25, 2022,
8:30am-1:00pm. $5.00 adults, under 16 free w/adult. Handicap
accessible. Contact: Carmelo Sancetta, PO Box 1286M,
Bay Shore, NY 11706. 631-666-6855

OH, DAYTON: Dayton Train Show, The New Montgomery
County Fairgrounds, 645 Infirmary Road, Dayton, OH 45417.
November 6-7, 2021. Saturday, November 6, 11am-5pm and
Sunday, November 7, 11am-4pm. Admission: $8.00 per adult,
children 12 and under free with paid adult. Gail Yarnall,
PO Box 341233, Dayton, OH 45434, NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com.
Go to http://www.DaytonTrainShow.com for updates.

CT, NORTH HAVEN: Classic Shows, LLC will hold a Train
and Toy Show on Sunday, November 7, 2021 from
9:00am-1:00pm at the Best Western Hotel, 201 Washington
Avenue, exit 12 on Interstate 91. Admission $6.00, children 15
and under are free with an adult. For information, please call
203-926-1327 or go to www.ClassicShowsLLC.com

FL, OCALA: Lions Tri-Annual Train Show. First Christian
Church, 1908 E. Fort King St., Ocala, FL 34471. Saturday,
November 6, 2021, 9:00am-2:00pm. Adults $5.00, children 12
and under free w/adult. Bring two canned goods and receive
$1.00 off admission. Information: Bob 352-694-6381 or
cell 813-203-3216

IA, HAMPTON: NCIMRRC Train Show. Franklin County
Convention Center, 1008 Central Avenue W., Hampton, IA
50441. Sunday, October 31, 2021. 9:00am-3:00pm.
Admission $5.00. Trains (all scales), memorabilia and
collectibles to buy, sell and trade. Individual tables welcome.
For information or table reservations contact, Eastside Trains,
641-456-1998, email: eastsidetrains@gmail.com

MA, RAYNHAM: OLD COLONY MODEL RAILROAD CLUB
2nd ANNUAL MODEL RAILROAD OPEN HOUSE. Raynham
Depot, Suite 16, 770 Broadway, Raynham, MA 02767. Exit 22
(old exit 8) from Route 495. Saturday, October 23, 2021,
10:00am-3:30pm. Admission Free - Donations Appreciated.
Contact Dennis Ingalls, 508-558-9883, email: dingalls@comcast.net

MI, EAST LANSING: Lansing Model Railroad Club Show
and Sale. Michigan State University Pavilion. Sunday,
November 14, 2021, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission $6.00, under
12 free. Michigan's largest train show: layouts, demonstrations
and 500+ tables. Free parking. Flyer, table forms and map
www.Imrc.org or call Ron St.Laurent 517-256-3588.

MN, ST. CLOUD: Granite City Train Show and Sale. River's
Edge Convention Center, 10 4th Avenue South. Saturday,
November 13, 2021, 9:00am-3:00pm. $6.00, 10/under free.
Buy/sell model/toy trains, books, videos, railroad collectibles.
Operating model & toy train display. Win a LIONEL train set or
FSM structure kit. 320-255-0033; edwardolson@cloudnet.com
or www.GraniteCityTrainShow.com

NH, DOVER: The Great Northern New England Train Show.
Dover Lodge of Elks #184, 282 Durham Road, Dover, NH
03820. Saturday, October 30, 2021, 10:00am-3:00pm.
Admission: $5.00 per family. Exhibitor tables $25.00, includes
entrance fee. All scales, operating layout, railroadiana items, and
food on premises. Contact Ed Martin, efmenter@aol.com or
603-362-4300

OH, MASSILLON: CJ Trains Winter Train and Toy Show.
Massillon Knights of Columbus Hall, 988 Cherry Road NW,
44647. Sunday, December 12, 2021, 10:00am-3:00pm.
Admission: $5.00, 12 and under FREE. $25/dealer table,
152 - 8’ dealer tables. Jon Ulbright, PO Box 446, Wooster, OH
44691, 330-262-7488, cathijon@sssnet.com www.cjtrains.com

OH, MT. HOPE: CJ Trains Fall Train and Toy Show. Mt. Hope
Event Center, 8076 St. Rt. 241, Zip 44660. Saturday,
November 6, 2021, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission: $5.00, under
12/FREE. $25/dealer table, 600+ 8' dealer tables.
Contact: Jon Ulbright, PO Box 446, Wooster, OH 44691.
330-262-7488, cathijon@sssnet.com www.cjtrains.com
(GPS info: 8076 St. Rt. 241, Millersburg, OH 44654)

PA, ALLENTOWN: ATMA First Frost Train Meet. Allentown
Fairgrounds Agri-Plex, 1925 W. Chew Street, Allentown, PA
18104. November 13 & 14, 2021. Saturday 9am-4pm,
Sunday 9am-3pm. Advance tickets, admitted at 8am. $10
adults, 12 and under FREE with adult ticket purchase. For more
info, visit www.allentowntrainmeet.com or call 610-442-2859

PA, NEW CASTLE: BLRHS Fall Train Show. Shenango Twp
VFD Social Hall, 2424 E. Washington St., Zip: 16101. Next to
Dunkin Donuts. Sunday, October 10, 2021, 10:00am-3:00pm.
Adults $5.00 ($4.00 if you mention Classic Toy Trains ad).
Children under 12 free. Tables $25 each. For show info:
bilrhsinc.org or table reservations: George Alberti,
galberti9@90@gmail.com 724-581-5560

WA, SPOKANE: River City Modelers Fall Train Show,
Spokane Fairgrounds, 404 N. Havana. Sunday, October 10,
2021, 9:30am-3:30pm. Admission $6 for adults, 12 & under
free. 200+ tables of Railroad related items for sale, operating
layouts, Free-MO, Operation Lifesaver & more. Free Parking.
For table rental or general info, contact: Shirley Sample,
509-991-2317 or email: shirley@busnws.com

All listed events were confirmed
as active at the time of press.
Please contact event sponsor for
updated status of the event.

S Gauge For Sale

AF TRAINS, PARTS, ACCESSORIES.
Visit www.trainsmore.com or send $3.00 for printed catalog to
Trains & More, P.O. Box 1751, Manchester, CT 06045-1751.

MASSIVE LIST OF GILBERT AND LIONEL
AMERICAN FLYER: Updated daily. Original boxed sets,
engines, cars, accessories, rare paper, catalogs and more,
including boxed Plasticville, American Flyer and Plasticville parts.
Buying all Flyer. Send $3.52 postage, Judy Hajash,
PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005. 304-359-2194.

0 Gauge For Sale

CASEY'S CABOOSE TRAINS featuring new and
pre-owned “O" Gauge trains. We are an MTH and Gargraves
dealer. Competitive pricing on all items. See list of items for
sale at caseyscaboosetrains.com or email
Bill@caseyscaboosetrains.com with questions, or for a complete
listing. Member of TCA, LCCA and M3R Maine 3 Railers.

FOR SALE: WILLIAMS “O" GAUGE. ltem No. 40201, Full
Scale NYC Hudson 4-6-4 with Tender, new and boxed $750.00.
Free shipping. SSAE for more new Williams items. Blazey, 4807
Lewis Ave., Toledo, OH 43612. 419-699-0018

LIONEL “SUPER O" TRACKAGE: All Super O BOUGHT &
SOLD. Long time reliable supplier. Contact Mike at:
hspanier@aol.com or call 708-845-0937

LIONEL MARX PLASTICVILLE: Big list of boxed sets,
engines, cars, etc. Rare paper, catalogs, Lionel O, 027 & HO.
Marx O & HO. Plasticville and Plasticville parts. Send $3.00
postage, Judy Hajash, PO Box 5, Augusta, WV 26704-0005.
304-359-2194.

0 Gauge Wanted

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS- We need more trains to supply
our large customer base. Modern era specialists- Lionel, MTH,
K-Line, Williams, Weaver, 3rd Rail, etc. We buy collections,
store inventories, and parts of all sizes and eras. Send us your
list or call us today. We travel extensively all over the US and
Canada. Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr., Suite 200, Buford, GA
30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com Fax: 770-271-1295.

HONEST, VERY RELIABLE, established buyer of Lionel,
MPC, American Flyer, Ives, Marx and others. | will pay cash for
large or small collections or dealer inventories. Long time
advertiser in this magazine. | want to spend $200,000 this year. |
will travel if merited. Please call or send a list (with your price if
possible). Charles Siegel, 387 Imperial Blvd., Ste. 2, Cape
Canaveral, FL 32920. 321-799-4005. Fax 321-799-4044.

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL Lionel,
American Flyer, K-Line, Marx, Weaver, Williams, Marklin, Hornby
& more. Ready to travel, 30 years experience, confidential. Send
us your lists today, 306 Sonoma Drive, Suite 773, Allen, TX
75013. www.txtrains.com, texastrains@yahoo.com,
Phone: 972-824-7123

Standard Gauge For Sale

USA TRACK LLC. Traditional tubular tinplate Standard
Gauge (2-1/8" gauge) toy train track made entirely in the USA.
Fully compatible with vintage Standard Gauge track,
reproduction Standard Gauge switches and Ross Custom
Switches. Contact StandardGaugeTrack@gmail.com or
visit www.StandardGaugeTrack.com

Miscellaneous Wanted

ALL ELECTRIC SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any
condition. Top dollar paid. PAUL at 248-760-6960.
E-mail: slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS. Unbuilt or
built. One piece to large collection. Good prices paid. Fred
Sterns, 48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216, phone 716-838-6797,
fax 716-836-6057, email: fsterns@aol.com

Say you saw their ad in
Classic Toy trains
magazine!

CLOSING DATES:

January 2022 closes October 19, March closes December 10, May closes February 17, July closes April 20.
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LEADING
MODEL RETAILERS

Dealer Directory spaces are sold on a year’s
basis at $213 per year, six issues, (payable
in advance), or at $40 per issue (billed to
established accounts for one year minimum).
Ads will be set in standard format typography.
All insertions must be consecutive and may be
invoiced if you have credit established with us.
No mention of mail order business permitted.
Closing dates listed in the Classifieds section.
Call 888-558-1544, ext. 551.

CALIFORNIA ¢ Burbank
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Marklin dealer.
the most complete train stores in
_So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
Visit our website at www.trainshack.com
THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

INDIANA e« Michigan Cit\y
Home of | Love Toy Trains DVDs - specializing
in scale O gauge model railroading. Two largé
operating layouts. We buy/sell Lionel. Certified
Lionel repair & service center. Web: tmbv.com

Sat 10-4 CST. Other days, call for an appt.
| LOVE TOY TRAINS - THE STORE
4212 West 1000 North 219-879-2822

NEW YORK ¢ Ardsle
i Lionel, MTH & Atlas
Lionel Authorized Service Center
Discount Pricing
www.tomstrainsny.com
Call for hours.
TOM’S TRAINS AT ARDSLEY
686 Saw Mill River Road 914-329-0354

PENNSYLVANIA e Strasburg .

From trains to diecast to scenery, everything

for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week:
L , O, Lionel, LGB.

Buy, sell, trade used  trains. Located adjacent
00 Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com
STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP

226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

IOWA ¢ Dubuque
MTH, K-Line, Williams, Lionel, Gargraves,
New & Used, Authorized MTH & Lionel Service
Center. Mon - Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4
skippertim99@gmail.com

. _CATHY’S TREASURES
Electric RR Dealer/Upgrades 563-590-5318

KANSAS ¢ Overland Park (KC Area)
b Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!
New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.
www.fredstrainshop.com
FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
8909 Santa Fe Dr. 913-383-3500

NEW YORK ¢ North Rose
. Lionel MTH Sales and
Lionel Service Station #144
Monday - Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
(Saturday hours October - April only)
www.gardnerthetraindoctor.com
GARDNER, “THE TRAIN DOCTOR”

8967 Ridge Rd., 1 mi Eof 14  315-483-6577

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Zelienople

Lionel, MTH, Atlas O, Ross Custom Switches
arGraves, Woodland Scenics
Please call or visit our website for hours.
www.cttrains.com

CT MCCORMICK HARDWARE
147 S. Main St. 724-452-6130

CALIFORNIA ¢ Concord

Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot
operating HO layout. Buy - sell - trade - consign

- repairs - detail parts in all scales. Lionel.

Discount prices & friendly service.
Website: www.just-trains.com
JUST TRAINS

5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

MARYLAND e Hagerstown
One of the largest operatlnguraln Iaéouts and
museum. MTH; Lionel, Z, N,’HO, O, G, scenery,
agazines, videos. Thomas, Brio, Rokenbok’
System, Lionel/AF iogo stools. Call for hours.
www.the-train-room.com

THE TRAIN ROOM
360 S. Burhans Bivd. 301-745-6681

NEW YORK e Staten Island

We are your source for
9} gau%| trains & accessories.
We carrty TH, Lionel & Gargraves.
www.e-zcatch.com e-zcatch@verizon.net

E-Z CATCH HOBBY SHOP
5 Tysen St. 718-727-7373

SOUTH CAROLINA ¢ West Columbia

All scales, all major brands
of model railroad equipment.
We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State St. 803-791-3958

CALIFORNIA ¢ Costa Mesa
Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Playmobil.
New, used, & dollecti es.

Buy, sell trade & repair.
Tue - Fri 12-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3.

THE TRAIN CROSSING
1113 Baker Street, Ste. F 714-549-1596

MARYLAND ¢ Leonardtown
49 years of trains experience. Largest
contemporary tinplate dealer in the' U.S.
Comdple te lines of Lionel and MTH trains.
Wed-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-3, Sun-Tues closed.
SideTrackHobbies.com
SIDE TRACK HOBBIES
40845 Merchants Ln 301-475-5381

NORTH CAROLINA ¢ Winston (Salem)
K-Line SuPerstore MTH, Lionel. Large selection
of older MTH. First in Ogau_?e.

In-store layout! Located off I-40. Tues-Sat
9:30am-5pm. E-mail: JKonc52032@aol.com
www.trainloft.com Celebrating 20 years!
THE TRAIN LOFT
4007B Country Club Rd. 336-760-9817

TENNESSEE ¢ Murfreesboro

Authorized Lionel Dealer. Pre-War, Post-War &
‘Modern. Hundreds of rolling stock cars. Large
inventory of en%nes and accessories includin
O, , & N Scale. Monday - Saturday 9-

THOR’S
416-F Medical Center Pkwy.  615-895-6918

CALIFORNIA ¢ Pasadena
Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HON3, N, Z.
Comglete stock of brass imports, new & used.
ooks, tools, structures, detail parts.
Open 7 days. ww.thewhistlestop.com
THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC.
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

MASSACHUSETTS ¢ Duxbury
G-1-0-S-HO-N-Z
Buy - Sell - Trade - New - Used - Repairs
Marklin Dealer
Wednesday - Sunday 11-6

. DUXBURY GREEN, INC.
382 Kingstown Way (Rt. 53) 781-585-2164

OHIO ¢ Akron :

Akron’s largest old & new Lionel Dealer
Authorized Lionel & MTH sales & service
stations. We specialize in MTH DCS and Lionel
Command and Railsounds. We buy, sell, trade
& restore. EandSHobbies.com
E & S TRAINS AND HOBBIES
980 Kenmore Blvd. 330-745-0785

TEXAS e Dallas . .

Official Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Traln?_lgeer shop/showroom includes;
Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always
something new!! www.TWTrainWorxStore.com
TW_TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

CALIFORNIA ¢ Yuba City

A full service model train Store! Large
inventory, HO, N, O & 027 Tinplate.
Books, videos, collectors & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old toy trains.
www.westerndepot.com
. THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

MASSACHUSETTS ¢ Lexington
Parts and service, factoa/ experienced.
Parts list available, $4.00. Tue - Fri 9-5.
"The Coupler”, repair hints, back issues.
Email: dave@drtinkertrains.com
http://www.drtinkertrains.com
DR. TINKER’S ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS
1 Belfry Terrace 781-862-5798

OHIO ¢ Oberlin gN Cleveland)

MTH Service Center
Authorized dealer for MTH, Lionel, Atlas.
ose!

un on
30 miles west of Cleveland - off State Rte. 20
www.stockyardexpressllic.com
STOCKYARD EXPRESS
49293 Plate Rd. 440-774-2131

VIRGINIA ¢ Ashland (Richmond)

OPEN 7 DAYS: Mon-Sat 10-6; Sun 11-4
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.
Gauge G, O, HO, N, Thomas Wooden, & more.

1-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.
www.trainandtoystore.com
TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

DELAWARE ¢ Ocean View
No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used...also Atlas, Bachmann,
MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues-Sat 11-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon
i SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

MICHIGAN e Fraser .
Long term experience with customer service.
We service the products we sell and are here to
help you. 7,000 sq ft of retail space.

Stop in"or visit www.pdhobb¥shoE.com
pen Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 EST
P & D HOBBY SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. 586-296-6116

OREGON ¢ Portland
Full service train shoe
Lionel, 3-Rail, American Flyer
New-used-buy-consignments
T-F 10-6, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Monda:
www.hobbysmith.com 1-877-284-191
THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd.  503-284-1912

VIRGINIA » Manassas
Northern Virginia’s largest & most complete
train store for new & gently used Lionel,
& Bachmann. We carry Standard,
0, 0-27, S, HO & N. Expert re?alrs.
dandhtrains@comcast.ne
TOY TRAINS & COLLECTIBLES
7216 New Market Court 571-379-5497

FLORIDA ¢ Cape Canaveral

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
n the internet
www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Bivd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

MICHIGAN e Traverse City

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,
structures, scratchbuilding supplles,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

OREGON e Portland .
Your complete model railroad store.
. Gauges Z through G.
Lionel, MTH, Atlas, K-Line
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday
WWW.WSOF.com
WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND ¢ Chantilly, VA

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair
& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

) TRAIN DEPOT
13944 Willard Rd., Suite | 703-953-3767

FLORIDA ¢ Miami )
Largest train store in the South.
MTH, Lionel, LGB, HO & N. Five operating
layouts. Open Mon - Sat 10am-5pm
Sun (Nov-Jan) 10-1.
Email us at rtrtrains@aol.com
READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

MISSOURI ¢ St. Louis .
Largest selection of prewar & postwar in
Midwest. Lionel, Am Flyer, Marx, Athearn,
X Proto, Atlas, etc. X
Highest price for large collections.
www. TrainTownstl.net
TOWN

TRAIN
9832 Manchester Road 314-716-2755

PENNSYLVANIA e Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusive model railroad store.
0_G, we stock it all.
O ays a week.

Only minutes from Frederick, MD.
www.mainlinehobby.com
MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

WASHINGTON e Burien (Seattle)

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric trains
in all scales, Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

FLORIDA ° Pensacola
Competitive prices, friendly service..
All makes & models, trains & accessories
New store hours, Tue-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm.
~__ www.trainsbyjohnson.com
Directions: Old Palafox St. at 10 Mile Rd.
TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584

NEVADA ¢ Las Vegas

The area’s most complete Lionel MPC,
LTI selection. Buy, sell & trade.
Postwar new & used.
Accessories, parts and supplies.

THE TRAIN ENGINEER
2550 Chandler #53 702-597-1754

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Broomall
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges
bought, Soid & traded. Auth. service station.
www.nstrains.com

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

WASHINGTON e Kirkland
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
uy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Opén Mon.-Sat.
www.eastsidetrains.com
EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.

217 Central Way 425-828-4098

FLORIDA * Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park
2600 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges Z thru G

Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Services. Irains, Track,

Sets, Scenic Supplies. Tues - Sat 10-6
www.zitniktrains.com
ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

NEVADA e Las Vegas

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauge
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip.
www.westsidetrainslv.com

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Greensburg
Authorized Dealer of Lionel, Atlas-O, MTH. N to
, Track, Remotes, Buildings, Accessories.
Bua/ Sell, Trade, Repair. Mon-Sat: Noon-6pm
5,500+ SqFt. Exclusively Trains! 20,000+ items

BRADY’S TRAIN OUTLET
1046 S. Main Street 724-838-8448

WEST VIRGINIA ¢ Wheeling
Largest Selection of Trains in the Valley
BU¥N_ Sell - Trade - New & Used Traing

MTH- eaver—WlIIlams—LloneI—AtIas—D%pt 56
M, F 12-7, Tu,W,Th 12-6, Sat 10-.
www.patstrains.com
PATRICK’S TRAINS
142 29th Street 304-232-0714

GEORGIA e Atlanta (Lilburn)
Lionel Train Top 10 Dealer
MTH Train Mega Dealer .
400 s.f. layout, HUGE seléection, service, repair
www.legac’ i %t;%ri.com

NEW JERSEY ¢ Mountain Lakes
Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The largest
train store in northern NJ since 1974!
4 Showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~ Lionel Service Station #556.
www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hanover
Lionel, American Flyer & MTH.
Iscount prices.
Standard O & S gauges bought, sold &
repaired. Authorized service station.
20 min. from York PA. Tue-Sat 12-6

TOY TRAINS UNLIMITED
38 York St.

WISCONSIN ¢ Green Bay
NE Wis. largest O Gauge dealer. Lionel, MTH,
Atlas O, 3rd Rail, Weaver & Williams Acces-
sories, structures, books & videos. Open
Mon 12-7 Tues-Fri 10-5 (Sat 10-2 Nov-Mar)
www.railtycoon.com (formerly GB TV & Trains)
GB TRAIN SHOP
1353 Velp Ave. 920-496-9697

LEGACY STATION TRAINS . THE TRAIN STATION
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12  770-339-7780 | 12 Romaine Rd. 973-263-1979
INDIANA e Atlanta NEW JERSEY e Trenton/Ewing

Model train museum and hobby shop
MTH e Atlas e Lionel ® scenery supplies
Layout construction help / workshop

b sized 3-rail display layout
mrmuffinstrains.com
MR MUFFIN’S TRAINS
177 West Main 765-292-2022

Lionel Value-Added Dealer.
~ Authorized Service Station.
Lionel, MTH, Williams,Weaver, K-Line,
GarGraves. New & Used O & 027.
Glen Roc Shopping Center.
TRAINS & THINGS
246 Scotch Rd. 609-883-8790

717-637-4717
PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hatboro
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin,
Bachmann, Williams. HO .
We buy, sell & repair. Mon-Fri 12-8; Sat 10-5
www.JoesTrainStation.com

JOE’S TRAIN STATION
283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

CANADA-BC * Savona A
Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy trains,
rallwa%_anthues, art booKs, DVDs, souivenirs
and Thomas t0o. Canadian road names a
specialty. 20 min. west of Kamloops.
www.kellyskaboose.ca
KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ New Castle
Buy/sell/trade, rePalr all types of trains.
iant Lionel village display during
the holiday season, November - January
Call for hours. Email: trainplum@yahoo.com
www.undergroundrrshop.com
THE UNDERGROUND RR SHOPPE
1906 Wilmington Rd. 724-652-4912

CANADA-ON ¢ Toronto (Markham)

. Model Railroad Specialists since 1962
Lionel Authorized Distributor & Repair Center
| Scales - Special Orders
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

For more, follow Classic Toy Trains on Facebook! Go to Facebook.com/ClassicToyTrains today!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TURNING 75
IN MILWAUKEE

Visit this venerable O
gauge club that's been
building layouts and pro-
moting the hobby since its
founding in 1947. See its
updated layout in CTT for
the first time!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
Have a look at one mod-
eler's compact Christmas
display. The track plan and
simple scenery offer.in-
spiration to modelers with
limited space.

GULFONTHE GO
Examine the Flyer tank car
that debuted 70 years ago
and quickly became an S
gauge staple.

PLUS NEWS,
REVIEWS, AND
MUCH MORE!

CLASSIC TOY
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Tips & techniques

FROM CTT READERS

Testing transformers

Reconditioned units can be a shockingly good deal - or an electrical hazard!

H PAST CLASSIC TOY TRAINS arti-

cles have described how to put a layout’s
multiple conventional transformers in
phase to safely support a common ground
and avoid electrical problems: Plug two of
them into the same wall outlet, place both
throttles at the midpoint, and with a wire
briefly test for a hopefully mild (or no)
spark between their common terminals.

If a large spark results, reverse the plug
of one transformer in the same outlet and
retest to confirm a mild or no-spark
result. Then repeat the process for any
additional transformers.

The spark test works fine with any

THE SOLUTIONS TO CROSS-WIRED
TRANSFORMERS ARE RELATIVELY EASY the narrower side, being

units that still have their original, non-
polarized plugs (with equal-sized blades)
as well as newer models manufactured
with polarized plugs (part or all of the
neutral blade is wider than the hot blade).
Over time, though, many Lionel ZW,
KW, and other old transformers have been
“reconditioned” with new rollers or con-
tacts, lubrication, internal rewiring, a new
circuit breaker, and a new power cord.
While all cracked or damaged power
cords must be replaced for safety, their
replacements may end up causing a very
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Lionel KW (left). Its plug
looks like the one above
on top of its polarized
replacement.

dangerous problem of its own. That’s
because some repair personnel have (with
good intentions) installed new power
cords with polarized plugs. If they don’t
pay attention to plug polarity, two (or
more) “fixed” transformers can end

up dangerously out of phase.

The solutions to cross-wired trans-
formers are relatively easy: Go inside the
out-of-phase transformer(s) and resolder
the power cord(s) after reversing the leads
or leave each out-of-phase cord as it was
installed and replace just its plug with a
new, non-polarized version; or simply clip
or file the wider portion of the neutral
prong of the polarized
plug until it matches

careful to file the edges
smooth and remove every little metal bit
created in the process.

Keep in mind that some neutral blades

may be wider along their entire length;
this will require quite a bit of filing that
may pull the plug apart. Installing a non-
polarized plug will be easier and faster.
Since these older transformers earned
their original UL ratings without polar-
ized plugs, the latter two options should
be as electrically safe as the original cords
- and they won't require disassembly and
resoldering. - George Yarusavage

Shoot for the stars

I recently added some neat night-lighting
enhancements to my O gauge train lay-
out. I installed a Star Shower unit, which
features red and green animated lights
that move in patterns across my minia-
ture town, as shown in the photo below.

These units, and others like them, are
available at home-improvement centers.
They are typically staked in yards around
the holidays to project onto houses.

The Star Shower unit can operate with
still lights, red, green, or a combination.
It also has a motion mode that looks like
snow flurries falling onto the buildings.

The dancing lights are further
enhanced by the addition of a string of
blue Christmas tree lights attached to the
ceiling in my basement layout room.

The Star Shower device is installed in
the rafters and aimed straight down so
no one can look directly into the lighting
unit. - Larry Brookhart

WANT TO SHARE? Writeto"Tips" at Classic
Toy Trains, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, W1 53187-1612,

or email us at tips@classictoytrains.com and put the
word "tips” inthe subject line. We'll pay you $25 for any

tip we publish unless it was contained in a previously
purchased article.
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UNLIMITED

Experience premium access to the best in modeling and railroad
content with the trains.com Unlimited Membership.

Become an Unlimited Member to unlock exclusive videos, track plans, layouts and expert tips.
You will get premium content from all of the best train brands - in one convenient location. PLUS,
you will also receive an exclusive Trains.com Unlimited Membership t-shirt, free upon payment.

Get started today with a 30-day free trial membership!
Visit us online at: trains.com/membership

*After 30-day free trial, Unlimited Membership is just $6.99/month, billed annually in one installment of $83.88.
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Everything Model Railroad,
Delivered Right To Your Door!

e Award-Winning Rewards Program
* Competitive Prices
* Coming Soon Alerts For New Products
» Large & Diverse Inventory (O, S, HO, N Scale)
* Worry-Free Packaging
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